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WATER 
Larissa O’Meally, Year 8

Like an ocean, our world flows.
Drifting, swirling, or destroying.
A mass of so much, characterised by one collective being;
 the world, an ocean.
But within hides so much,
 Some we can see
  Some are almost invisible.
But they are there regardless.

An ocean, full of so many colours.
 So many people in our world.
So many creatures, great and small.
 And so many people.
The drifting path of water
 Bringing lives together,
  Tearing some apart,
   And constantly changing.

A storm rages on the surface.
 Giant, crashing, breaking waves devour all that is in its path.
And yet beneath the ocean's wrath it is quiet.
 Calm.
And it hides something.
 Everything is unique.
ln the midst of our chaotic world, we are beneath the surface
 Quietly suffering,
  Or maybe not aware at all.
But there are always those who are in the storm,
 Who are drowning as they learn to swim,
  Who are reaching for breath, although they are under the waves.

ln this world, some people are suffering.
 Some are so lost.
  Others are at home.
 But in this ocean of a world, ever changing, ever growing;
  Do we try to swim, do we cry for help, or do we let the tides take us.

We are water, falling from the sky.
 A drop in a storm is invisible, despite the small change,
  The way the tide moves, the level of the water.
 But a drop in a quiet, still place changes everything.
  Like a ripple in a pond,
   A quiet but evident change.

The smallest drop can make all the difference.

 
LEFT TO RIGHT ARTWORK BY: CLAUDIA PERRY (YEAR 9)  

AND HALLE BOUTOUBIA (YEAR 9)
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Around the world, girls are not safe. If you Google "Freedom in Girls Education", you will find 
stories of limited opportunities and sheer lack of safety – such as Malala Yousafzai’s campaign 
in Pakistan, the devaluing of girls education in Africa, the impediments of child marriage and the 
threat of violence in Turkey. Ensuring the physical safety of girls is an essential prerequisite to 
enabling them to learn.

In Australia, however, where physical safety 
is much less of an issue, we can move beyond 
this to focus on ensuring girls have the 
freedom to learn – freedom to make choices, 
to think for themselves and to challenge 
cultural norms. These are all attributes of the 
contemporary learner. In fact, education at 
the highest level values not safety but risk. 

Being a Risk Taker is a key aspect of the 
learner profile outlined by the International 
Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO). Students 
are required to approach uncertainty 
with forethought and determination; 
work independently and cooperatively 
to explore new ideas and innovative 

strategies; and be resourceful and resilient 
in the face of challenges and change.

Yet as a culture we remain highly risk-
averse. Our commitment to ensuring the 
safety of the girls in our care dominates 
the language around leadership in girls 
education – to the detriment of the 
equally crucial pursuit of freedom. This 
is evident in the language surrounding 
our education goals and objectives.

Commentators assure us that schools aim 
to provide a safe space for girls to learn to 
challenge the gender prejudice that still 
exists within universities, workplaces and 
our broader communities. Ensuring such 
safety is essential – but it cannot be at 
the expense of freedom. Financial Times 
journalist, Simon Kuper, reflected that in 
Western countries, “our generation has 

chosen safety over freedom.” As a school 
leader it is imperative to be intentional 
about not making that same choice.

For Kuper, the unprecedented and justifiable 
pursuit of safety, particularly in educational 
settings, has had perverse outcomes. 
Putting physical safety to one side, Kuper 
interestingly reflects on the new intellectually 
safe, protected spaces of schools: “Safety is 
such a magic word that American campuses 
now often ban controversial speakers 
because students must feel safe”. The danger 
of such spaces is both the diminishment 
or smoothing over of the sharp, ragged, 
innovative edges of our thinking and capacity 

stretching; and that students start playing 
it, their education and their thinking, safe. 

Schools must be unquestionably safe 
environments, but at the same time our 
pedagogy must be relentlessly inviting 
and mentoring, leading our girls to be 
free, rather than to be safe or overly risk-
averse when it comes to their learning. 

Safety sometimes also implies a need for 
being saved. Our educational enterprise 
is not in the business of saving girls from 
society, from failure, from the hard road of 
learning, and least of all from themselves. 
Rather we must be intentional about freeing 
our students to the experience of learning 
through risk-taking and mistake-making 
from innovative example, and by knowledge 
accompanied by meaningful understanding. 

Of all of the IB learner profile attributes, 
the Risk-Taker attribute is the most difficult 
to develop in our risk-averse society and 
educational systems - both in teaching 
and learning. If we are to succeed we 
must be gifted in the teaching of freeing 
rather than securing - freeing our girls to 
be their best selves and freeing them to 
navigate their learning without restraint 
and live their lives with equal confidence, 
curiosity, creativity and compassion. As 
Dr Seuss would say, being a risk taker 
means that, “you have brains in your 
head, you have feet in your shoes, you 
can go down any path that you choose”.

My experience tells me that at the very 
least the language of safety does not best 
serve our educational or human purpose. 
Rather, we must move purposefully into 
the purveying of freedom. To do this, 
we need to look at ways of framing our 
education objectives in terms of girls 
being ‘free to…’ rather than ‘safe to…’

In the Parable of the Lost Sheep, the good 
shepherd brings the lost sheep back, but 
doesn’t patch up the fence. In our schools 
the pressure is currently there to patch 
the fence, to make them ‘fail-safe’. Can 
we provide an educational setting like 
the shepherd’s, both safe and free?

It is somewhat trite, but true, that if you 
love something, you set it free, you do 
not simply make it perfectly safe.

SAFE
OR FREE?
Framing Leadership for Girls Education
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Monte’s Mercy Day 2018 was a celebration of who we are and who 
we are called to be as a Mercy College community. 

This special celebration day was the 
culmination of a year-long engagement 
with our values-based theme of Journey 
to Justice. It was a journey symbolised 
by: the special presence of the Sisters of 
Mercy North Sydney; the path of Mercy that 
beckons us to freedom; the shoes, feet and 
footprints of our striving; and the sculpted 
figure of Catherine McAuley, stepping out 
in The Offering of Mercy. Our Mercy Day 
Mass celebrant, Fr Tom McDonough CP, 
memorably wove our theme and its symbols 
together in his ‘three steps to Justice’ 
message: know the need, feel the heartfelt 
need, act with hope to meet the need.

Over the course of the first three terms of 
2018, through retreats, reflection days and 
pastoral programs, every student and staff 
member in the College (along with a number 
of parents and grandparents) were invited 
to participate in the Mercy Journey to Justice 
Shoe Project, inspired by a collaboration 
with Sydney artist My Le Thi, and directed 
by Ms Kate Watson, Head of Visual Arts. This 
project involved the embellishment of a shoe, 
a footprint, or a plaster casting of a foot, to 
express an aspect of the personal journey 
to justice. The decoration of the shoes 
reflected in words, phrases, figures, patterns, 
symbols and illustrations, represents aspects 
of the personal journey to justice and our 
actions and aspirations for a fairer world.

The shoes, footprints and castings were 
presented in the Mercy Day Mass as signs 
of our commitment to journeying along 
the path of Mercy, before being blessed, 
and then placed to form a powerful 
artistic installation on the Circular Drive, 
figuratively bringing to life our collective 
efforts to step out and step up for justice.

Our second artist for Mercy Day was 
Adelaide-based sculptor, Meliesa Judge, 
who has for the past year been working on 
a commissioned life-sized bronze figure 
of Catherine McAuley for a permanent 

place at Monte. Her sculpture The 
Offering evocatively captures the young 
woman of Mercy in action, offering her 
own shawl to the one in need, whom 
she has unexpectedly encountered on 
the ordinary road of the every day.

The Offering was unveiled and blessed by 
members of the Monte community. The 
head, hands, heart, boots, eyes and shawl 
of the figure were each blessed in turn by a 
group of companions on the path of Mercy 
– made up of the Sisters of Mercy North 
Sydney, student representatives and staff 
members. Finally, a special blessing was 
given to the sculptor, Meliesa. The blessing 
of the sculpture on 40 Acres was streamed 
live into the McQuoin Centre and the 
O’Regan Arts and Cultural Common Theatre 
to ensure all were included in this special 
ceremony. Mrs Christensen concluded the 
blessing by inviting all to regularly “walk 
the Mercy path to spend a moment with 
Catherine, and discover for yourself how she 
will speak to you of Mercy and of justice.”

Two panels were formed around artists, My 
Le Thi and Meliesa Judge, with members 
from within and beyond the College, who 
movingly shared their stories and took 
questions about their own ‘offering’ of 
Mercy. From Sisters of Mercy to student 
activists and human rights lawyers, we 
were challenged to “dream, design, and do” 
justice (as Sr Jennie Ryan RSM suggested).

Wrapping up Mercy Day, the College 
community gathered for a brief sharing 
of what had been heard, seen, felt and 
newly understood. The students and staff 
formed a farewell guard of honour from 
the McQuoin Centre to the College gates, 
celebrating another cohort of inspiring 
young Mercy women, taking their next 
step richly equipped with their Mercy 
education, from Year 12, into the world.

Ms Alice Priest  
Head of Faith Formation and Liturgy

THE PATH OF MERCY GUIDES US 
ON OUR JOURNEY TO JUSTICE

“Walk the Mercy path  

to spend a moment with 

Catherine, and discover 

for yourself how she will 

speak to you of Mercy  

and of justice.”
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MUSIC AT MONTE
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College has one of the most vibrant school Music programs in Sydney, with a thriving Music Academy, 
Ensemble and Curricular program. The O’Regan Arts and Cultural Common provides a state of the art environment for teaching, 
learning and performing, and includes a 300 seat theatre, recording studio, ensemble rehearsal rooms and private music studios.

Music students receive individual tuition  
in a wide range of instruments, including 
vocal, from our accomplished Music 
teachers. To support the exceptional 
instrumental, vocal and classroom tuition at 
the College, Music students are also invited 
to join one of 12 different Co-curricular 
musical ensembles. These groups provide 
an enjoyable opportunity for the girls to 
practice and enhance the skills they have 
learnt in their lessons. The ensembles 
develop important performance techniques 
that cannot always be provided in private 
lessons and classrooms.

It has been an outstanding year for Music 
at Monte and some highlights include the 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble becoming 
champions on seven occasions, and regularly 
placing in the top three positions in the 
prestigious Sydney Eisteddfod. The College’s 
70 piece Choir was Highly Commended in 
the Sydney Eisteddfod this year, and were 
winners of both the Northern Beaches and 
Ryde Eisteddfods. Senior Stage Band won 
both the Sydney and Ryde Eisteddfods for 
the fifth year in a row. Throughout this 
year, nine ensembles have competed in 
over 20 different events and placed first, 

second, third or Highly Commended in every 
event - this is a remarkable achievement. 

In October, 56 girls and eight staff embarked 
on the US Music Tour, performing at Yale 
University and in New York, Boston and 
Washington D.C. Some highlights of the tour 
included hearing the New York Philharmonic 
in the Lincoln Centre and experiencing 
the musical Frozen on Broadway.

Musicals are a huge highlight for the College 
community, and this year’s production 
of High School Musical on Stage! was no 
exception. We are excited to announce 

the launch of our first Middle School 
Musical in March 2019, Disney’s Mulan Jr.

Music as a subject is studied by all Year 7 and 
8 students, becoming an elective subject 
from Year 9. These elective students work 
with our Composer in Residence, Dr Damian 
Barbeler, as well as College Accompanist, 
Mr Anthony Pasquill, to support their 
composition and performance skills. Girls 
in Years 11 and 12 are presented with the 
opportunity to study HSC Music 1, Music 2 
or the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme Music course (at Higher or 
Standard level). Monte provides a ‘Music for 

All’ environment with a course to suit each 
student. Access to professional musicians, 
accompanists, composition tuition and 
professional recording facilities are provided 
to all senior Music students and resources 
such as Ableton software, recording and 
production equipment support those 
with an interest in contemporary music.

The girls at the College are fortunate to have 
a full set of Taiko drums. This year, all Year 7 
and 9 elective students participated in Taiko 
workshops as an element of their curricular 
learning. Year 9 studied Taiko in great detail 
and were featured in the world premiere 

performance of Dr Barbeler’s piece A Match 
Struck Twice. This commissioned work was 
written especially for the students of the 
College, as a call to action and conclusion for 
the year’s focus on Mercy through Justice. 
This incredible performance for choirs, 
instruments and Taiko included all 180 
students who attended the Music Camp. 

Ms Amber Thomas 
Head of Performing Arts

Ms Catherine Walmsley 
Leader of Instrumental Music

MONTE USA MUSIC TOUR STUDENTS PERFORMING AT THE  
DAVID RUBENSTEIN ATRIUM, LINCOLN CENTRE, NEW YORK

MUSIC CAMP CONCERT, A MATCH STRUCK TWICE
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Debating was introduced at Monte in the 1920s as the Sisters of Mercy were well aware 
of the need for girls to express their thoughts in a logical and convincing manner, 
supporting their viewpoints with effective arguments in the face of opposition. When a 
Catholic Schools Competition was introduced in 1937, Monte agreed to enter teams. 

The Sisters soon realised they knew little 
about debating, and so employed the 
assistance of Monte Alumna, Phyllis Burke 
(nee Taylor, Class of 1917), who then coached 
both the Sisters and girls in debating rules 
and techniques. This tradition continues 
today, with members of our Alumni 
coaching and mentoring debating students 
in preparation for their diverse topics on 
current affairs and popular social issues. 

Debating at Monte has grown substantially, 
with over 120 students participating in 
five competitions across Sydney, the 

most out of any independent girls’ school. 
The College has continually championed 
debating year after year, allowing us to 
employ talented coaches and enter as many 
competitions as possible to ensure there 
is opportunity for every student to take 
part. Our coaches have been World and 
Australasian champions and are very active 
in the university debating community. 

There has been a strategic shift in the 
perception of Debating being an ‘academic’ 
Co-curricular, by introducing a ‘Debating 
for All’ platform, encouraging any student 

with an interest in debating to become 
involved. There are no limits on the number 
of students or teams in Monte Debating, and 
each student is purposefully placed in the 
best competition style for their strengths. 

Integral to the success of the program is 
the training and support provided to our 
debaters. The results are a testament to 
the training program, that begins with the 
Primary School Debating Training Program – 
engaging students currently enrolled to start 
at Monte in the next two years. Debating 
is an experience of life-long learning, 
with many girls continuing to compete in 
global competitions whilst at university. 

The world of debating not only benefits 
our students but also the parents, as it 

welcomes everyone to become involved 
via the Friends of Debating group. It is 
here that life-long friendships are formed 
in a warm and inviting environment. 

In our most successful year yet, Monte had 
three teams (out of seven) progress through 
to the Grand Final of the Archdale Debating 
Competition. Our Archdale Debating teams 
were positioned in the top two of 22 schools, 
with Monte placing 3rd overall. In both the 
Friday Evening Debating (FED) and Archdale 
competitions, the College had more teams 
through to the Grand Finals than any other 
school. Our teams were champions in the 8B 
division of Archdale, Year 7 division of the 
Lower North Shore Debating Competition 
(LND) and 8A division of the FED, of which 

we were the first girls’ school to claim the 
8A title in the FED competition. We were 
also semi-finalists in the Independent 
Schools' Debating Association competition 
in the Year 7 and Senior A divisions. 

Many girls have taken up debating as part 
of the skill component for the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme, finding 
it to be extremely useful in their studies. 
The significant difference between our 
accomplishments and that of other schools 
is the commitment and dedication of our 
students, in particular our Year 12 girls. In 
2018, eight Year 12 girls maintained their 
commitment to Debating in addition to 
their studies, and as a result all eight girls 
were part of teams that made it through 

to a Final in that competition. Having 
witnessed each of these girls grow from Year 
7 debaters to confident, articulate young 
women has been the utmost privilege.

We are extremely proud of our debating 
teams' successes and the courage, purpose 
and integrity our girls have demonstrated 
whilst representing the College. It is our 
honour to support the journey of each 
debating student, showcasing their 
successes and pursuits, and I look forward 
to seeing what life beyond the Mercy gates 
looks like for each and every one of them. 

Ms Natassja Sanjay (Class of 2005)  
Debating Coordinator

THE ART OF PERSUASION
“There is nothing more telling in a debate 

than a well-prepared impromptu.” 
Phyllis Burke (nee Taylor), Class of 1917

1944 COLLEGE DEBATERS
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Student ShowcaseSTUDENT SHOWCASE

DESIGN 
SHOWCASE
The Design Showcase presented a 
valuable opportunity for students in 
Years 7-12 to demonstrate their creativity 
and innovation through providing a 
platform to display their work. 

The theme for the evening was ‘Design 
is…’ and each project by Year 11 and 12 
students was fashioned to respond to 
this theme from their own perspective. 
Common areas explored throughout the 
exhibition were sustainability and justice. 

These projects were representative of the 
students’ commitment throughout the 
year, highlighting their planning, designing, 
testing, producing and evaluation skills. 
The evening culminated in a showcase of 
garments on the catwalk, exhibiting a wide 
variety of techniques and the high level 
of skill and ingenuity of the students.

GLOBAL FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVERS

Monte’s Global Future Problem Solving teams collaborate to 
design action plans to build solutions to global future problems. 

Congratulations to Monte’s Senior Global Future Problem Solvers 
team: Year 10 students, Juliette Dwyer, Jordan Parsons, Zoe 
Cobcroft and Tasha Lim. Having placed in the top 10% of Australian 
teams, these girls competed in the National Finals in Melbourne.  
The girls used their expertise to address weaknesses in specific 
cloud storage technology that were exposed through a leak in 2048, 
and suggested ways to resolve the issue over a two year period. The 
girls were impressive in their knowledge, creativity, collaboration, 
innovation and critical approach and were awarded 6th place in the 
final – the best result the College has achieved in this competition. 

College Captain:

Adelaide Hayes

Senior Leaders:

Sara Dougan

Olivia Haley

Elizabeth Kells

Grace Marks

Alannah Milne

Ana Shatek

House Captains: 

Aquinas  Lily Cassar  
Amelie Morse

McAuley  Alyssa Krikorian 
Tara Stuart

McGuirk  Lara Doherty  
Rachel Motherway

McQuoin    Adriana Farac  
Gracie Lee

Rankin  Phoebe Hunt 
Penelope Knox

Xavier  Bridget Hawdon 

Samirah Yip

Co-curricular Captains:

Community Service Captain - Maddison Barraket

Debating Captain - Katie Walsh 

Drama and Theatre Captain - Isobel Pike

Duke of Edinburgh Captain - Lucy Cook

Literary Captain - Alexandra Ellwood

Liturgy Captain - Amanda Kassis

Mercy Action Group Captain - Olivia Morahan

Music Captain - Molly Ryan

Sports Captain - Holly Anderson

Technology Captain - Sarah Denison

Visual Arts Captain - Sarah Fitzgerald

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM 2018-2019

FRONT ROW: SARA DOUGAN, ADELAIDE HAYES AND OLIVIA HALEY BACK ROW: ANA SHATEK, GRACE MARKS, ELIZABETH KELLS AND ALANNAH MILNE

SENIOR GLOBAL FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVERS TEAM
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Student ShowcaseSTUDENT SHOWCASE

A SPARK IGNITED FOR 
QUANTUM PHYSICS
Three Monte students attended the Quantum 
Computation Day for students at the 
University of New South Wales Centre. 

Meeting Michelle Simmons (2018 Australian of 
the Year, quantum physicist and Director of the 
Centre of Excellence for Quantum Computation and 
Communication Technology) was a highlight of the day as 
was meeting Eddie Woo ‘Mr Mathematics’ (Australian of 
the Year 2018 'Australia’s Local Hero Award’). The students 
enjoyed learning the steps involved in creating a quantum 
computer, and endeavoured to understand some of 
the extremely complicated science and maths behind 
quantum physics and the superposition of electrons. The 
day included a tour of the state-of-the-art labs where 
the quantum computer chips are made, observing a 
scanning tunnelling electron microscope, dressing in 
hazmat suits and viewing the world’s smallest Australian 
flag. The girls valued the experience and expressed that 
it “definitely sparked our interest in quantum physics”. 

SENIOR STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN A STEM WORKSHOP, CELEBRATING WOMEN IN ENGINEERING DAY

YEAR 10 STUDENTS CAMILLA WACHER, EMMA BROWN AND ANNIE COPPOCK 
ACCOMPANIED BY MICHELLE SIMMONS, 2018 AUSTRALIAN OF THE YEAR

CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN IN ENGINEERING DAY
On Friday 22 June, six senior students 
spent the day with local engineering 
firm Norman, Disney and Young for 
their STEM workshop in celebration of 
International Women in Engineering Day. 

Our project directive was to design a 
sustainable community centre on an 
industrial lot in Homebush. To meet 
this brief, we collaborated to plan a 
building that was environmentally 
friendly and suitable for the client with 
considerations such as energy, water, 

facilities, transport and a community 
garden. We then presented our building 
plans and were commended on our 
innovations and work. The experience 
highlighted the growing importance 
of sustainability in this industry. 

Christine Ha, Year 12

GLOBAL CITIZENS IMMERSION – CHIANG MAI 2018
At the end of September, 27 students from Years 8 and 9, accompanied by five teachers, embarked on a cultural immersion to Chiang Mai, Thailand. 

This journey provided a unique opportunity for these students to be immersed in the culture of the region, whilst enhancing their 
relationships with their peers. Experiencing unfamiliar environments and challenges encouraged the girls to extend themselves beyond 
their comfort zone; it was a delight to see them demonstrate courage, enhance their independence and put their Mercy values into action. 

OLD CITY ADVENTURE

During our Old City Adventure, we worked in 
our pastoral groups to complete challenges 
throughout the Old City. Activities included 
interviewing Monks, completing small acts 
of kindness and eating Thai delicacies. We 
were challenged to search for information 
within museums and temples, which 
enriched our understanding of Thai 
culture. The experience was incredible 
and we will remember it forever.

Year 9 students, Emily Eide, Emily Smith, Poppy 
Smith, Juliette Bosscher,  
Jessica Larkin and Angela Taylor

LOCAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL AND BIKING THROUGH THE COUNTRYSIDE

During our visit to Chiang Mai, we visited a 
local community school, where we taught 
younger students. The experience was 
very rewarding as the children were very 
engaged in their learning. Each of us enjoyed 
learning how to communicate in different 
ways to overcome language barriers. 
On behalf of the College, we donated a 
collection of English resources to use in 
the classroom and an Indigenous artwork, 
procured from the Maruku Markets.  A 
highlight of the day was the 12 kilometre 
bike ride through the beautiful countryside. 

Year 9 students, Georgina Taylor, Bridget 
Cunningham, Emma Renouf, Ashley Saric, 
Phoebe Lee, Lily Ward and Olivia Brown

STUDENT REFLECTIONS

MAKHAMPOM FOUNDATION AND HILL TRIBE VISIT

We will never forget our journey to the 
Hill Tribe. On arrival, we were greeted by 
the happiest faces from a remote, rural 
and poor community whose smiles are 
bigger than big! During our stay with these 
remarkable people, we participated in a 
variety of activities that are typical of their 
culture and daily lives, such as feeding 

the animals, weaving baskets and cooking 
rice. We enjoyed the market stalls set up 
by the elders and our special time with the 
children. The children loved hearing us sing 
the popular College song Path of Mercy 
and dancing and singing together to ABBA. 

Year 9 students, Maddison Rubic, 
Sarah Larkey and Katy Tobin

ELEPHANT NATURE PARK

One of the most memorable experiences 
of the Chiang Mai immersion was the 
Elephant Nature Park. We all enjoyed 
feeding the elephants and learning about 
the incredible work the park is doing to 
rescue them from harsh and abusive 
environments. The park cares for 400 
cats, 500 dogs and 81 elephants. 

Year 9 students, Emilia Cimino,  
Greta Mountford and Julie McCarthy
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Community SpiritCOMMUNITY SPIRIT AT MONTE Student ShowcaseSTUDENT SHOWCASE

2018 BURSARY BLUE RIBBON RUGBY LUNCH

Bursaries and friendship were the big winners at the 2018 Bursary Blue 
Ribbon Rugby Lunch. Without one, you cannot have the other, and we are 
extraordinarily blessed to have a community of compassionate friends who 
believe in supporting the valuable work of Monte’s bursary program.

Our rugby friends had a spring in their 
step as over 700 supporters poured 
through the gates, eager to catch up 
with mates and enjoy a day that has 
become legendary. We are grateful to 
our MC, Rod Kafer, for his continuing 
support and exemplary leadership. 

The panel consisting of: Raelene Castle 
ONZM, CEO, Rugby Australia; Grace 
Hamilton, Wallaroo; Stephen Hoiles, 
former Wallaby; and Scott Staniforth, 
former Wallaby, graciously answered a 
plethora of questions from the floor and 
we sincerely thank them for sharing their 
personal stories and their Rugby insights.

Rugby Quiz Master, Damian ‘Ticka’ Tynan, 
warmed up the crowd ensuring everyone 
knew the order of the day – to have 
fun and raise money for bursaries! To 

keep the ball rolling and delighting her 
loyal audience, Sr Carmel McDonough 
RSM, took to the stage with her unique 
version of Tom Jones' song, Delilah: 

“Rugby fans of Monte 
Rugby fans of Monte 
Loyal, Good and True 
Fans of Rugby through and through 
We know the power of good our money can do!”

With an incredible $178,000 raised on the 
day, ‘the power of good’ this money will do 
for young Monte women in financial need 
is enormous! This outstanding result would 
not have been possible without the support 
of the Rugby Lunch Committee, volunteers, 
community members who generously 
donated raffle prizes and auction items, our 
corporate table sponsors: Fugen and Rider 
Levett Bucknall, and guests in attendance.

RECORD RESULT - $178,000 RAISED ON THE DAY! 

OVERCOMING THE 
MYTH OF PERFECTION
Elizabeth Gilbert, author of Eat Pray Love, quotes Rebecca Solnit 
in her recent book Big Magic: Creative Living Beyond Fear: “So many 
of us believe in perfection, which ruins everything else, because 
the perfect is not only the enemy of the good; it’s also the enemy 
of the realistic, the possible and the fun.” Gilbert addresses 
some of the road blocks creative people of all fields experience: 
perfectionism and the ability to persist. The process of creating 
artworks, especially the significant bodies of work expected 
of senior Visual Arts students, invariably requires ongoing 
persistence through the messages of inadequacy and doubt 
that are fed by the perfection myth. We encourage our girls to 
overcome the fear of their final product not being perfect and to 
instead embrace their ideas, contributions, and talents. Artworks 
are not perfect. They are a celebration of the process of creativity, 
problem solving, critical thinking and sheer perseverance.

The Visual Art Showcase Evening was a joyful celebration of 
the creativity and tenacity that Year 11 and 12 students have 
sustained to produce successful and diverse bodies of work. 
By overpowering nagging self-doubt, they have reviewed, 
redirected and trusted in the process of authentically creating 
artworks. The seemingly impossible was made possible and 
some fun was had along the way. By pursuing what fascinates 
them, through their work (to paraphrase artist Edgar Degas), 
these girls have made us see the world a little differently.

Ms Kate Watson 
Head of Visual Arts

STUDENT REFLECTIONS

“I have learnt to take risks in the art-making process to fully explore 
the extent of my skill level and to produce more creative work.”  
Gemma Adams, Year 12

“As a part of my body of work, I was honoured to draw portraits of 
a wonderful family that I know and love. Having arrived in Australia 
from Pakistan several years ago, their journey has been trying, and 
their life in Australia is not easy. I was fortunate to be introduced 
to the family through my grandmother and my relationship with 
them has evolved into one of immense support and appreciation. 
Their optimism and resilience inspired me to include their portraits 
in my body of work and for them to see it complete was incredible.” 

Nicola Brayan, Year 12

“So many of us believe in perfection, 

which ruins everything else, because the 

perfect is not only the enemy of the good; 

it’s also the enemy of the realistic, the 

possible and the fun.” REBECCA SOLNIT

ARTWORK BY OLIVIA KELAHER (YEAR 11)

GEMMA ADAMS (YEAR 12), OUTGOING VISUAL ARTS CAPTAIN 
CELEBRATES HER BODY OF WORK WITH MUM, JOANNE ADAMS

NICOLA BRAYAN (YEAR 12) SHOWCASES HER WORK ACCOMPANIED BY 
THE FAMILY WHO INSPIRED HER DRAWINGS
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Kerrie Adams 
Andrea Agar 
Eileen Arndt (Class of 1970)
Artsite Galleries 
Gioconda Augimeri (Class of 1956)
Georgia Baines (Class of 2017) 
Russell Barlin 
Myles & Sonya Baron-Hay 
Alexia Bembrick (Class of 1988)
Annette Benaud (Class of 1974)
Karen Borman 
Brown Family
Alison Browne 
John Cameron 
Tim Canham 
Michael Causer 
Century 21 Northside, Lindfield 
Anne Christopher (Class of 1967)
Class of 2013
Elizabeth Cleghorn 
In Memory of Doreen Clifford (Class of 
1929), Stephanie Timmins (Class of 1996) 
and Geraldine Timmins (Class of 1998) 
Michelle & John Cook 
Loretta Coombs & Julian McGrath
Cooper Family
Veronica Cornelly (Class of 1945)
Natalie Craig 
Therese Daly 
Edith de Boer 
Danielle Delaney (Class of 1990)
Peter Dixon 
Mary Doughty AM (Class of 1947)
Eleanor Drew (Class of 1967)
Hugh Elliott 
Meagan Evans 
Zita Farrell (Class of 1952)
Kathleen Farrell (Class of 1973)
Carmen Fazzino (Class of 1993)
Toni Field 
In Memory of Denise Anne Fink
Catherine Fitzpatrick 
Stephen Flannery 
Rosemary Flynn (Class of 1961)
Christine Forster (Class of 1981)
Barbara & Malcolm France 
Margaret & Bob Frater (Class of 1954)
The Fussell Family Foundation
Adrian Gazzard 

Mary Gilmour (Class of 1957)
Sandra Grass (Class of 1962)
Sarah Griffin & Wayne Farmilo
Philippa Hayes 
Hector Family
Heidi Henderson 
Maureen Hessey (nee Jollow, Class of 1961)
Hunt Family
Leanne Ippolito 
Melissa & Andrew Jacka 
Vanessa Johnston 
Isobel Jorgensen 
Ella Kenny 
Catherine Kernot (Class of 1975)
Ken Knox 
Josephine Lanzarone 
Larkin Family
Antoinette Le Busque 
Fei Lin Loke (Class of 1959)
MacDonald Family
Catherine Mamo (Class of 1970)
Hugh & Gayle Marks 
Frank Martino 
Allyson Mascarenhas 
Pamela McAinsh 
Sr McArdle RSM (Class of 1950)
Simon & Alexis McDonald 
Sean McElduff 
Suzanne McEvoy (Class of 1963)
Emily McKeon 
McManis Family
Joanne McNamara (Class of 1986)
Dolour Meagher (Class of 1956)
Geoffrey Morel 
Maryrose & Michael Morgan (Class of 1977)
Barbara Morrison (Class of 1949)
Kelly Morrison (Class of 1987)
Catherine Morrow (Class of 1973)
Ian Mundy 
Daniel Murphy 
Ally Murphy 
Marie Murray (Class of 1948)
Vipul & Deepa Nagji 
Miles Newman 
Emma O'Connor 
Margaret O'Donnell (Class of 1948)
Sally O'Keeffe 
Helen O'Neil (nee Edwards, Class of 1963)
Janice Old (Class of 1962)

Anne Owens (Class of 1960)
Samantha Parker & Frank Dalbon
Robert Payten 
Perry Family
Corinne Pye 
Wayne Rigney 
Maureen Roberts (Class of 1964)
Elizabeth Rocheta (nee Karn, Class of 1975)
Sharon Ross 
Steven Rubic 
Annette Ryan
Lynette Ryan 
Basil Salvaris 
Jenny Schmidt (Class of 1989)
Sr Margaret Shakeshaft RSM (Class of 1952)
Gabrielle Small (Class of 1948)
Gai Smith (Class of 1958)
Amanda Smith (Class of 1973)
Andrew Smith 
Stephanie Smith 
James Smyth 
Spencer Family (Class of 1985)
Linda Steinborn-Richter (Class of 1969)
Nick Stramandinoli 
Strata Plus 
Silvana Tassone 
Gladesville Taylors 
Thomas Family
Andrew Thomas 
Mary-Lou Thorpe (Class of 1971)
Antonio Tisano 
Jan Tompsett (Class of 1956)
Kellye Toohey 
Margaret Walsh (Class of 1969)
Ward Family
Michael Waterhouse 
Rachel White 
Georgina Williams 
Anonymous (Class of 1955)
Anonymous (Class of 1958)
Anonymous (Class of 1959)
Anonymous (Class of 1959)
Anonymous (Class of 1962)
Anonymous (Class of 1964)
Anonymous (Class of 1971)
Anonymous (Class of 1976)
Anonymous (Class of 1983)
Anonymous (Class of 1987)
Anonymous (Class of 1991)
Anonymous (Class of 2010)
Anonymous (Class of 2016)
Anonymous (34)

In 2018, our donors were able to double 
their impact with all gifts to the Appeal being 
generously matched by a Monte Alumna!

Every dollar you gave will make an enormous 
difference to the lives of young women 
whose families are struggling to cope 
with extraordinary personal and financial 
hardship. Your support will make it possible 
for families to give their daughters stability 

in their school environment while their 
wider world is in turmoil. The need is great 
and with your donation to the Bursary Blue 
Ribbon Appeal we will ensure that no young 
woman is left behind.

Monte has been blessed with a generous 
and caring community who are committed to 
making a significant difference to the lives of 
our young women. 

Together, we can build on the legacy of those 
who have gone before us, honouring our 
core values of Mercy, Justice, Service, Human 
Dignity and Option for the Poor.

If you would like further information on how 
you can support the Bursary Fund please 
contact the Development Office on  
(02) 9409 6240.

DONOR RECOGNITION2018 BURSARY  
BLUE RIBBON APPEAL

The College would like to thank members of our community who supported the 
2018 Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal. Funds raised included $178,000 from the Rugby 
Lunch and $108,022 via the Appeal. The Appeal was generously matched by a Monte 
Alumna, doubling your impact and turning it into an impressive $216,044.

$394,044 
RAISED!
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GRANDPARENTS 
& FRIENDS DAY
Year 7 students celebrated a significant 
morning with their grandparents and 
loved ones. We were truly honoured to 
welcome these esteemed members of the 
Monte family and it was heart-warming 
to witness the unconditional love and 
unique bonds on this special occasion.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT AT MONTE 

Inspired by the immersive landscapes 
displayed at Vivid Sydney, the Green Team 
created Vivid at Monte; a fun and engaging 
light display that advocated the need 
to reduce our plastic usage. The display 

focussed on this year's World Environment 
Day theme ‘Beat Plastic Pollution’. 

Over a number of weeks, members of 
the team collected plastic water bottles 
and plastic waste from Monte students, 
before threading them onto string and 
hanging them in the display area. With 
the help of Mr Wacher, an immersive 
landscape experience was created by 
rewiring night lights to operate with 
solar panels and generate ocean noises. 
Informative posters were displayed in the 
area to highlight the importance of the 
Green Team’s social justice work, and to 
encourage all Monte students to not only 
advocate for justice but to also take action. 

At the end of the week, the Green Team 
hosted the annual Wild Animal Onesie Day 
to raise awareness for critically endangered 
animal species. Perfectly timed with the cold 
weather, there was a huge array of animal 
onesies wandering the College grounds, 
with all funds raised going to Project Timor.

YOUNG CONSERVATIONIST OF THE YEAR 2018
Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’- on Care for Our Common Home, Sophia 
Skarparis commenced her inspiring environmental journey to ban plastic bags in New South 
Wales with her Year 10 Personal Project. The Personal Project is a significant independent, 
inquiry based-learning task that is the product of a student’s own initiative and creativity.  

Through a New South Wales Government 
approved petition to ban single-use and 
heavy retail plastic bags, Sophia’s vision 
was to seek legislation, as well as educate 
the community about the disastrous effect 
plastic pollution is having on the environment 
- her mantra being ‘legislate and educate’. 
Her goal was to obtain over 10,000 hand-
written signatures forcing a debate in New 
South Wales Parliament on why New South 
Wales is the only state that has not banned 
or intends to ban single-use plastic bags.

In August, Sophia presented the New 
South Wales Premier, Gladys Berejiklian, 
with 12,000 signatures guaranteeing her 
petition would be tabled; it was discussed 
in Parliament on Thursday 25 October.

Sophia has stated, “I believe my generation 
can be the ‘game-changers’. We are the 
generation that will be active as we are 
serious about caring for our common 
home… I am not going to stop.”

Sophia has worked tirelessly throughout 2018 
promoting her campaign to environmental 

leaders at local and regional high schools and 
community groups, collecting signatures, 
attending sustainability workshops, staging 
an environmental film evening, and speaking 
at events such as the recent New South Wales 
‘Day of Action’ with Clean Up Australia.

In September, Sophia was awarded 2018 
North Sydney Young Person of the Year for 
her environmental work and on Friday 26 
October, was named Young Conservationist 
of the Year by the Australian Geographic 
Society for her campaign against the 
use of plastic bags in New South Wales. 
Sophia was presented her award by 
the Duchess of Sussex, a momentous 
occasion and a huge accolade for this 
impressive 15-year-old Monte student.

SOPHIA’S PLASTIC STATISTICS

•  In New South Wales we use more than 
3 billion plastic bags every year

•  Every piece of plastic that has ever 
been created is still in existence 
today in some shape or form

•  Microplastics have been found in 
humans - on average 20 microplastic 
particles per 10g of human waste

•  By the time I am 47 years old there will be 
more plastic in the ocean than fish by mass

•  Approximately 8 million metric 
tons of plastic pollution ends up 
in our oceans each year

•  52% of the world’s sea turtles have 
ingested plastic or other human rubbish

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY -  
THE GREEN TEAM

PARENTS AND CARERS BOOK CLUB
In March, the College library introduced a book club for parents and carers. Since the first 
meeting, many enthusiastic readers from the Monte community have gathered to discuss 
the chosen books. The Book Club meets on a nominated Wednesday night and provides a 
welcoming space for reading enthusiasts to express their opinions whilst enjoying a lovely 
catch up with other Monte parents. All the members have commented that being part of the 
Book Club has encouraged them to read more. To date, the group have enjoyed lively literature 
conversations on books such as A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles, The Woman in the 
Window by A.J Finn, Home Fire by Kamlia Shamsie and The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje. 
Monte Parents and Carers Book Club always welcomes new members to join a session.

Over a number of weeks in Term 2, six 
Year 9 students and their dads enjoyed 
each other’s company and cuisine as 
they participated in healthy cooking 
classes after school. The attendees 
learnt a lot about cooking and each other 
during the sessions, which were run 

by Head Chef and nutritionist, Louise 
Edney, along with the Sous Chef – one 
of our Monte teachers, Ms Graham.

The classes were developed to help 
build stronger bonds between fathers 
and daughters and also facilitated 
new friendships between the girls 

and the parents. The menu changed 
each week and was always delicious 
and interesting. The recipes were then 
taken home to share newly-developed 
skills with other family members.

Kasey Fraccaro, Year 9

FATHER AND DAUGHTER COOKING CLASSES

To celebrate World Environment 
Day, the Green Team organised 
an environmental-themed 
week at the College. 
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YEAR 8 STUDENTS ACCOMPANIED BY GUEST SPEAKER,  
RACHEL WHITELY, AT THE JUNIOR MERCY 6 DAY

TIMOR-LESTE IMMERSION
During the July term break, sixteen Year 11 students, accompanied by four teachers, 
travelled to Timor-Leste to join in the work the College is doing in the remote community 
of Maliana, Dili and to immerse ourselves in the lives and culture of the local people. 

Upon arrival at Colegio Infante de 
Sagres in Maliana we were treated to 
a beautiful welcoming ceremony. This 
wonderful celebration marked the 
beginning of the formation of many 
special bonds with the Colegio students. 

Our mornings were spent participating in 
and delivering lessons and our afternoons 
were filled with craft activities and 
enjoying friendly games of soccer. It was 
exciting to travel with the Colegio girls 
to nearby mountain villages, where we 
visited the local hot springs for a swim and 
enjoyed a picnic lunch. A highlight of the 
immersion was gifting the students with 
microscopes and seeing their reactions 
as they used them for the first time.

On our last night in Maliana, and after 
many hours of rehearsing, the Monte girls 
were dressed in traditional tais and came 
together with the Colegio students for an 
evening of cultural dance and singing.  

Our journey through Timor-Leste 
continued by car and boat as we travelled 
to the island of Ataúro, where we stayed 
for two nights. The visit to Boneca de 
Ataúro, the cooperative where the College 

acquires laptop bags, was insightful 
and inspiring as we learned how they 
provide a safe and inclusive workplace 
for Timorese women, empowering them 
to find economic independence. 

In Dili we learned more about the history 
of Timor-Leste. It was confronting to 
see the brutal conditions in which the 
Timorese had been held captive by the 
Indonesians during their troubles and war 
of independence. We also visited the Santa 
Cruz cemetery where 250 young Timorese 
people were massacred in one day. 

When the time came to leave Timor-Leste 
we did so with a sense of sadness that 
this special time had come to an end. Our 
experiences truly opened our eyes and 
enabled us to undertake significant personal 
growth. We will never forget our trip, the 
people we met and emotions we felt. We 
are very grateful to Monte for having given 
us such a rewarding opportunity. It truly 
was an immersion in ‘living with impact’. 

With not a dry eye on the way home, 
we promised to never forget the 
friendships we had made.

Megan McGrath and Lily Cassar, Year 11

“We will never forget our 

trip, the people we met 

and emotions we felt.”

JUNIOR MERCY 6 DAY
In June, nine girls from Year 8 attended the Junior Mercy 6 Day  
at Our Lady of Mercy College (OLMC) in Parramatta. 

This annual event invites representatives from the secondary Mercy 
schools in Sydney to collaborate on Mercy initiatives. The messaging 
of the day focussed on environmental damage, with reflection on 
Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ - on Care for Our Common Home. 

The students enjoyed the opportunity to engage in activities 
and discussions on social justice issues, learning how each 
Mercy school can be involved in caring for the environment. 

A NEW CHAPTER FOR 
THE SISTERS OF MERCY 
NORTH SYDNEY
In July, Sister Loreto Conroy RSM was re-elected as 
Congregation Leader of the Sisters of Mercy North Sydney.

Congratulations to the new leadership team (pictured above) 
who will continue in their roles over the next four years. 

SR JENNIE RYAN RSM, SR LORETO CONROY RSM,  
SR CARMEL MCDONOUGH RSM AND SR MARGARET FARRELL RSM
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Parents &FriendsPARENTS & FRIENDS

BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS AND 
STRENGTHENING FRIENDSHIPS
It has been another full year of activity and accomplishments for the 
Monte Parents and Friends Association (P&F) as we continue to strengthen 
existing and new friendships in the College community.

The P&F operates with a relatively 
small group of parents on the Executive 
Committee and a very wide base of Class 
Parents and other volunteers who help 
coordinate, communicate and run the P&F 
activities that occur during the year. Most 
of our work is focussed on establishing 
and building community relationships and 
we do this primarily by hosting a variety of 
social events that bring people together. 

This year we have hosted many long-
standing favourite events such as year 
group cocktail functions and morning 
teas, Father Daughter Pizza Night and the 
Winter Function. There have also been 
some mothers’ weekends away, the most 
recent of which was the Year 11 mothers, 
who celebrated the Monte community 
spirit in Terrigal on the Central Coast. 
November is always wonderfully busy with 
the Melbourne Cup lunch, staff appreciation 
drinks and the ever-popular Trivia Night. 
For those parents, such as myself, who have 
daughters in Year 12, we have also had a 
series of special and significant events to 
mark the completion of the Senior School 
phase of our girls’ lives, including the 
Father Daughter Dinner Dance, the Mother 
Daughter High Tea and graduation events. 

As well as the social activities, the P&F also 
contributes to the College in other ways 
such as financing the annual calendar, 
organising public speakers and community 
support via the #SupportCrew initiative. 
While all of our events try to break even 

financially, we do occasionally make a small 
surplus and this, along with the generous 
contributions of parents, allows us to provide 
the College with some modest funding for 
specific initiatives. This year we contributed 
towards new lockers, student drinking 
fountains, student seating, the College 
Hardship Fund and bursary support.

The positions of the P&F Executive 
Committee are open for renewal each 
year, and while we sadly say farewell and 
thank you to some members who have 
contributed greatly over many years, we are 
delighted to have those who are continuing 
in their positions and we warmly welcome 
a number of new members to the P&F 
Executive Committee. The Monte P&F is 
looking forward to another year of working 
together with the College and community.

“Most of our work 

is focussed on 

establishing and 

building community 

relationships.”

MOTHERS OF YEAR 11 STUDENTS ENJOYED A WEEKEND AWAY AND A LUNCH IN TERRIGAL

THE P&F ASSOCIATION CONTRIBUTED TO 
COLLEGE FACILITIES, INCLUDING NEW 

STUDENT LOCKERS

Mercy inActionMERCY IN ACTION

MRS ROBYN PRIESTLEY
Building a community takes commitment, skill, wisdom and service from 
many people; and when a member moves on to other paths, they remain 
recognisable in the fabric of the place they leave behind. 

This is the case with Mrs Robyn Priestley; 
who we acknowledge for her long 
career in education and 23 years of 
outstanding leadership at Monte. 

With intellect, passion, a sense of humour 
and a sense of occasion, Mrs Priestley 
has shaped a Senior School culture 
where academic and pastoral programs 
have supported hundreds of young 
women to reach their potential. She 
has stood beside students and families 
with passion and wisdom, striving for 
academic excellence with integrity. 

Through her enthusiasm and commitment, 
the educational philosophy of the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme (IB DP) continues to transform 
learning in the College. Beyond Monte, 

Mrs Priestley is highly regarded as a 
mentor and guide in the IB DP Asia-Pacific 
region. Exemplifying life-long learning, 
and by building supportive relationships, 
Mrs Priestley has truly enabled students, 
families and colleagues to thrive. 

Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College is 
grateful for the legacy of service from 
this remarkable woman of Mercy.

“A good head and a 

good heart are always a 

formidable combination.”  
NELSON MANDELA

DAME MARIE 
BASHIR PEACE 
AWARD
Congratulations to Madison Ueland, 
2017-2018 College Captain, on receiving 
the National Council of Women NSW Dame 
Marie Bashir Peace Award (previously 
known as the NCW NSW Youth Awards) 
at NSW Parliament House in October. 

This highly commendable award 
recognises student leaders who have 
made a significant contribution to 
harmony or social justice through 
displaying leadership in fostering 
harmonious relationships and peace.

Madison took part in a three-way 
conversation with the moderator 
and Dame Marie, outlining the social 
justice initiatives she championed 
whilst at the College, in an effort 
to address the issues of injustice, 
discrimination and oppression.

THE 2018/2019 P&F 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President - Peter Gallagher 
president@montepandf.org.au

Vice President – Social, Maryann Gobee  
socialconvenor@montepandf.org.au

Secretary - Ledi Hector   
secretary@montepandf.org.au

Treasurer - Patricia Curtin   
treasurer@montepandf.org.au

Assistant Treasurer - Sam Parker

Year 12 Events - Jean Shatek

General Committee Members   
Soledad Contardo 
Antoinette Le Busque 
Ruth Tate

Mr Peter Gallagher 
Parents and Friends Association President
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SportsReportSPORT REPORT

TOUCH FOOTBALL
Congratulations to Kate Ryan 
(Year 11) who won gold playing 
in the U18 Australian Women’s 
Youth Touch Football team at the 
F.I.T. Youth World Cup in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia in August. This is 
a wonderful achievement as Kate 
has worked towards this goal since 
she started at Monte in Year 7.

NETBALL
It was a tremendous season for Monte Netball. 20 teams represented Monte in the 
Netball Grand Finals (our best result in more than 10 years), and we were honoured 
to be awarded both Senior and Junior Club Champions. Three teams in the U12 
grade came away as champions in their grades, two of which (Monte 56 and Monte 
54) were undefeated for the entire season. Congratulations to Claudia Perry (Year 9) 
who was awarded Northern Suburbs Junior Representative Player of the Year. 

AFL
Congratulations to the three Monte AFL teams who competed in the 
Independent Girls Schools Gala Day. The first Year 9/10 Open team performed 
superbly to win the Gala Day, the second Year 9/10 Open team placed a very 
credible 4th and the Senior team also performed well, placing 4th in their 
age group. We commend the girls on their spirit and sportsmanship.

RUGBY SEVENS
In a moment worth celebrating, Monte 
made history with our first NSW 
Schoolgirls Rugby Sevens teams taking 
their inaugural run onto the field in their 
first inter-school competition this year. The 
season saw both our U15 and U17 teams 

qualify for the 2018 NSW Schoolgirls 
Rugby Sevens Competition Grand Finals, 
after winning the regional round. The 
U17 team finished the competition in 3rd 
place after an intense final match scoring 
a 19-17 win. The U15 team placed 5th after 

scoring a remarkable 38-0 in their final 
game. This is an exciting result from all 
our Rugby Sevens girls who, considering 
their novice status two short terms ago, 
have done exceedingly well this year. 

Mr Rowan, Rugby 7s Coordinator

AEROBICS
Continuing the tradition of a large 
number of girls representing 
Monte at the Aeroschools National 
Championships, this year a total 
of 32 girls in nine teams in Years 
7-12 represented the College at 
the Gold Coast tournament. 

This was a tough competition and the 
Monte girls achieved great results.

Olivia Haley, Year 11

NETBALL AND TOUCH 
FOOTBALL SPORT AND 
CULTURAL TOUR TO 
NEW ZEALAND 
In July, an intrepid group of 37 students 
in Years 8-10 travelled to the north island 
of New Zealand for the Netball and Touch 
Football Sport and Cultural Tour.

Whilst in New Zealand, the girls played six 
fixtures and learned a great deal throughout 
the process. The action-packed tour also 
included building bikes for refugees, black 
water rafting, attending an international 
Rugby match and a National League 
Netball match, and visiting thermal springs, 
Rotorua, Hamilton and Auckland.

The girls were wonderful ambassadors 
for the College and grew as individuals as 
they learned about teamwork and how 
the games are played in New Zealand.
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT
In September, at the Year 12 Graduation 
Ceremony and Mass, we celebrated an 
exciting milestone for our graduating Class 
of 2018. After 13 years of studying, growing 
and maturing into the wonderful women 
they are today, we are honoured to welcome 
them to the Monte Alumni community. 

At the graduation ceremony the girls were 
presented with a Monte Alumni sterling 
silver ring. This ring is a reminder to our girls 
that although they have graduated from the 
College, they are life-long Alumni members 
and will always have a place within our 
community. On behalf of all Monte Alumni, we 
wish the Class of 2018 all the best with their 
future endeavours - please stay connected!

I encourage you to visit our Monte Alumni 

online community (alumni.monte.nsw.edu.au). 
This dedicated Alumni website provides 
an opportunity to stay connected with the 
College and be informed about upcoming 
reunions and events. I am delighted that 
many of you have visited our site, updated 
your details and also used this platform to 
search for and reconnect with fellow Alumni. 
Our website is constantly evolving, so please 
continue to visit, connect and engage!

Alumni celebrating 50 years or more since 
graduating were invited to our annual 
Masalou Lunch at the College on 16 October. 
Thank you to the Monte Development 
Office for organising a truly lovely day 
with over 190 Alumni in attendance.

The recently opened Mercy Mission and 
Heritage Centre is a truly wonderful 
exhibition of our Mercy heritage. If you 
are yet to visit the Centre, I strongly 
encourage you to make an appointment 
and experience the interactive visual and 
audio exhibitions. Please contact Sr Margaret 
Farrell RSM or Sr Jennie Ryan RSM on 0418 
294 693 or 02 9959 3921 to book a tour. 

I would like to thank the committee who 
have supported the Alumni initiatives 
this year; Nicole Christensen (Principal), 
Kate Anderson (nee Ford, Class of 1992), 
Catherine Hawkins (nee Doughty, Class of 
1981), Catherine Kernot (nee Clear, Class of 
1975), Sister Anna Koeneman RSM (Class 
of 1957), Vanessa Lei (Class of 2001), Nicole 
O’Donnell (nee Deady, Class of 1990), Caitlin 
Pfafflin (nee Brewer, Class of 1996), Deirdre 
Perry (nee Quirk, Class of 1953),  Vanessa 
Petersen (Class of 2009), Emily Salter (nee 

Field, Class of 1996), Antoinette Smith (Class 
of 1980), Jeannine Thompson (Class of 
1981) and Michele Vanest (Class of 1976).

Special thanks to Caitlin Richards (Class of 
2007) and Hannah McDonald (Class of 2009) 
for their ongoing dedication to the Alumni 
Committee and the Alumni Netball Club. After 
five years of hard work building the Netball 
Club and transforming it into the strong force 
it is today, Caitlin and Hannah stepped down 
from both committees at the end of the 
season. Thank you for helping keep Alumni 
connected to the Monte community through 
Netball. We greatly appreciate your support 
over the years and will miss working with you.

Ms Annette Benaud (Class of 1974) 
President, Alumni Association

ALUMNI SHOWCASE
TASH SEFTON 
 (nee Segedin, Class of 1993)

During Design Week at the College, Tash 
returned to speak with Year 9 students; 
sharing her experience, knowledge 
and passion for the fashion industry, 
life as an artist, and television host.

SISTER CARMEL 
MCDONOUGH RSM  
 (Class of 1962)

Congratulations to Sr Carmel on celebrating 
her Golden Jubilee on Friday 28 August; 
recognising fifty years of religious profession 
as a Sister of Mercy North Sydney.

MONTE ALUMNI 
CELEBRATE MUSIC 

Earlier this year, 19 Alumni returned to the 
College to perform in Monte Celebrates 
Music. This was a wonderful opportunity to 
be involved in an evening that showcases 
our students’ musical talents.

ALUMNI SPORT REPORT
MONTE ALUMNI NETBALL CLUB 

The Netball season for 2018 has finished for 
the year and the Alumni Netball Club has 
had another incredible season on the court. 

This year the club registered eight 
teams in the Northern Suburbs Netball 
Association competition, with five teams 
making it through to the semi-finals. 

2018 marks the 10-year anniversary of the 
Alumni Netball Club. Ten years ago, the 
club consisted of one team, who played 
in second hand uniforms, donated by the 
College Sports Department. Our Netball 
club has grown considerably and has a fun, 
strong and competitive presence at the 
Willoughby courts. Many of our members 
are also involved in coaching and umpiring. 

At the conclusion of this year’s season the 
Alumni Netball Club is saying goodbye to 
committee members Hannah McDonald 
(Class of 2009), Caitlin Richards (Class 
of 2007) and Rebecca Shedden (Class of 
2007) and welcoming a new committee 
led by Sarah Antico (Class of 2012) for the 
organisation and administration of the club. 
We wish the new committee well as they 
continue to promote Netball and encourage 

young women’s involvement in sport.

Expressions of interest for the 2019 season 
will begin in January 2019. Please email the 
club if you would like to join a team. We 
welcome Monte Alumni as well as friends 
and family of the wider Monte community.

Email: exmontenetball@gmail.com

Facebook: facebook.com/exstudentsnetballclub 

Ms Caitlin Richards (Class of 2007)

ALUMNI NETBALL CLUB MONTE 1 
 BACK ROW: CAITLIN RICHARDS (CLASS OF 2007), HAYLEY DANIEL, BRONTE FINEGAN, SARAH 

ANTICO (CLASS OF 2012), NICOLE GOLDING (CLASS OF 2012). FRONT ROW: KENDEL YOUNG, 
VICTORIA ANDERSON (CLASS OF 2016), CHLOE WELDON, ESTELLE BERTON (CLASS OF 2012)

2019 COLLEGE OPEN DAY
Monte’s annual Open Day on 
Sunday 10 March 2019 is the perfect 
opportunity to view the grounds 
and community at its vibrant best. 

Discover how the College has 
changed and what the Monte 
girls of today are learning. 

Support our Alumni Netball Club, who 
will be playing in the highly anticipated 
Open Day exhibition match as they 
take on the Monte 1 Netball Team. 

The Alumni Annual General Meeting 
will be held on the same day. 
Further details will be provided 
closer to the event - all are welcome.

The Monte Alumni online community is a 
secure site that will enable you to:

• update your contact details

•  search for and contact Alumni registered 
within our online community

• view upcoming reunions and events

•  stay connected, informed and engaged 
with the College and our Alumni community.

STAY CONNECTED
VISIT OUR SITE: 

alumni.monte.nsw.edu.au

Our future grows out of the past. 
We are shaped by it and we can 
never be separated from it.
Sister Maureen McGuirk RSM AM

Follow us on Facebook  
facebook.com/MonteAlumni
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Where are they now?MONTE ALUMNI WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

GEORGIA BAINES (CLASS OF 2017)

Working with the Mercy Action Group and Fair Trade Cafe whilst at Monte 
inspired Georgia to continue her service journey post Monte. 

After graduating, Georgia completed a 
charity bike ride, riding 500km in five 
days, to raise funds to support at-risk 
Thai children and their communities. 
A valuable part of the trip was the 
opportunity to create connections with 
the children in the orphanages the 
charity supports. Later this year, Georgia 
will be travelling back to Thailand with a 
team of people led by her father, to help 
renovate an orphanage - continuing to 
help the children and the community. 

This year, Georgia moved to Canberra 
to study a Bachelor of Medical Science 
at the Australian National University 
(ANU). Within weeks of starting at ANU, 
Georgia’s passion for STEM and drive for 
Mercy led her to become an executive 
member of the Youth Leading in STEM 
team. The organisation runs both a camp 
and mentorship program for rural and 
low socio-economic status students 
in Years 9 and 10, building awareness 
of STEM and its diverse opportunities 
in the students’ communities.

BERNADETTE ROUNDS GANILAU  
(NEE ROUNDS, CLASS OF 1969)

It was a wonderful feeling entering Monte's gates after 49 years, visiting my old alma mater was a special 
treat. I was pleasantly surprised at how it had grown, with state-of-the-art facilities and buildings nestled 
quite comfortably beside the iconic Chapel and what was once the Convent and College Hall.

My visit to the College ignited many 
recollections, and I reflected back to a day 
in July 1969, when we were ushered into the 
new high-tech science laboratory to watch 
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin land on 
the moon; it was the most ‘scientific’ thing 
we had ever seen. Warm memories of our 
then Principal, Mother Baptista also came 
flooding back, along with other teachers 
who impacted greatly on my journey at 
Monte and I remember fondly Mother 
Declan, Sr Helen, Sr Regis, Mrs Grieves, Mrs 
Almgren, Mrs Nelson and Ms McLeod.

I was newly arrived from Fiji when I first 
enrolled at the College, and my simple,  
working-class parents were honoured to 
continue working to ensure that myself 
and my younger brother received the 
best education they could afford. 

Life has never slowed since graduating 
from Monte. Returning home to a newly 

independent Fiji in the 1970s, I was 
privileged to be part of the newly formed 
women’s movement and anti-nuclear 
Pacific movement. As a journalist, I was the 
first local woman on the Fiji Broadcasting 
Commission, to read the news and current 
affairs while hosting my own programs. 

Rugby Union then took my husband and 
myself to Redcliffe in Brisbane where we 
spent 10 happy years. It was during this 
time that I was called on to assist with 
the Fiji Pavilion at World Expo 88. It was a 
wonderful time; Fiji had just gone through 
its first coup in 1987 and it was our job to 
entice tourists back to Fiji from Australia. 
I have since been part of the Pacific's 
participation at International Expositions in 
Seville, Spain in 1992; Taejon, South Korea 
in 1993 and Shanghai, China in 2010.

My journey has also included time in three 
interim administrations following the 

overthrowing of governments over the 
years. This encouraged me to stand for 
election in 2006, which I won - becoming the 
Deputy Leader of a two-member Opposition 
and Chair of the Accounts and Finance 
committee! This was a very trying time as 
we were overthrown seven months later 
and I became part of the military line-up 
holding three portfolios (held by three men 
in previous governments), Minister for 
Labour and Industrial Relations, Minister for 
Tourism and Minister for the Environment.

I am no longer in government and my 
work with the women's movement and 
the community continues with passion. I 
look forward to returning to the College 
in 2019 to attend the Masalou Lunch, 
celebrating 50 years since graduating, and 
to thank Monte for the wonderful years 
she afforded me whilst I was there.

ANGELA VERSTEEGH  
(NEE TITMUSS, CLASS OF 1999)

After her time at Monte, Angela commenced her medical degree at the 
University of New South Wales, whilst also spending significant time working 
in remote communities within the Northern Territory (NT); an interest which 
was sparked by Monte's involvement with reconciliation activities.

Deferring university for a year, 
Angela chose to work as the Children, 
Youth, Sport and Recreation Officer 
at Walungurru (600km west of Alice 
Springs), as part of a petrol-sniffing 
intervention project. It was here she 
became passionate about looking 
beyond the health sector to meet 
the needs of young people. 

During her time at university, Angela 
was also co-chair of the National Rural 
Health Students' Network, representing 
10,000 health professional students 
across Australia who were interested 
in rural, remote and Indigenous health. 
This opportunity cemented her interest 
in remote health, as well as her interest 
in the importance of early life health as 
the foundation of later good health.

After completing university, Angela 
undertook her internship and residency 
in Alice Springs (where she met her 
husband Steve), before beginning 
paediatric specialty training in Sydney 
and later returning to Alice Springs as a 

paediatric registrar. After undertaking 
dual training in general paediatrics 
and paediatric endocrinology, Angela 
achieved her specialist qualifications 
in 2015. She has been working 
as a paediatrician and paediatric 
endocrinologist (the only specialist of 
this type in the NT) at the Royal Darwin 
Hospital since 2017. At the same time, 
Angela is undertaking outreach to 
communities across the NT and working 
as a paediatrician at the Darwin Sexual 
Assault Referral Centre. 

Angela is now completing her PhD 
through the Menzies School of Health 
Research, exploring the impact of 
gestational diabetes on the growth, 
cardiovascular and developmental risk 
of pre-school aged children living within 
the NT. She is also leading a collaborative 
project across the Kimberley, Far North 
Queensland and the NT, working to 
understand the prevalence of young 
people with type 2 diabetes and potential 
healthcare improvement options. 
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MasalouLunch

Weddings

Career Insights MASALOU LUNCH

WEDDINGS

CAREER INSIGHTS EVENING

CLARE COMINO  
(Class of 2011) 
and DANIEL CARNEIRO on 11 August 2018 

Monique Santarosa (Class of 2011)  
was Maid of Honour.

Emma Griffiths (nee Flowers, Class of 1996), 
Meg Comino (Class of 2014), Emma Dettre 
(Class of 2011) and Zoe-Ellen Harrington 
(Class of 2011) were in the bridal party.

Other Alumni in attendance included: 
Mary-Lou Byrne (nee Mansfield, Class of 
1976), Maureen Dettre (nee Hole, Class of 
1980), and Laura Fasolo (Class of 2011).

ALICE LUM   
(Class of 2003)  
and ANDREW HO on 28 April 2018

Alumni in attendance included:  Sharon 
Lum (Class of 1997), Colleen Lum (Class of 
1998) and Elizabeth Lum (Class of 2006).

On Wednesday 20 June, the College was 
privileged to welcome 40 Alumni together 
with more than 350 parents and friends 
to the Career Insights Evening. It was 
wonderful for our Alumni to share career 
insights and inspire young Monte women.

The Alumni speakers came from a broad 
range of industry sectors including: 
Architecture & Built Environment, 
Science, Engineering, Legal, Health, 
Business Development and more; sharing 
experiences of their jobs and industries. 
Students valued this unique opportunity 
to obtain information on careers they 
may not have considered previously. 

The agenda concerning women's 
empowerment is inextricably linked to 
girls feeling that they are confident and 
able to aspire to any career, regardless of 
the statistics of female representation in 
their desired occupation. The research is 
indisputable – girls’ achievement, confidence, 
resilience and feelings of success will 
increase exponentially when they are 
exposed to female leaders in their fields. 

This highlights the incredible importance of 
this informative and inspirational evening 
for our students as they can draw on the 
insights and guidance of women who have 
gone before them. We are extremely lucky 
to be the recipients of the generosity of 
our Alumni, who gave up their time to 
meet with and talk to the students. 

Ms Naomi Welsh 
Alumni Executive Officer

MONTE ALUMNI
SUPPORTING THE NEXT GENERATION OF 
FUTURE LEADERS

We warmly welcomed a record number 
of more than 190 esteemed Alumni back 
to Monte for the annual Masalou Lunch, 
a celebration of Alumni who graduated 
from the College fifty plus years ago. 

Having recently inducted our newest 
Alumni, the Class of 2018, it was a wonderful 
opportunity for our Alumni to reconnect 
and reminisce; testament that once a Monte 
girl, always a Monte girl. An astounding 
23 year-groups from the classes of 1942 
to 1968 celebrated lifelong friendships 
forged on the Mount of Holy Angels. 

At the lunch, guests were privileged to hear 
from Sr Carmel McDonough RSM, Director of 
Mission at Monte (Class of 1962).  
Sr Carmel spoke of her privilege, as a Sister of 
Mercy North Sydney, in guiding generations 
of young Monte women to walk the path 
of Mercy in their careers and daily lives.

We look forward to welcoming 
everyone again at the 2019 Masalou 
Lunch on Tuesday 29 October.
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CLASS OF 1958 
60 YEAR REUNION
The Class of 1958 enjoyed a memorable 60 year Reunion, 
with 23 Alumni in attendance at Norths in Cammeray. It was a 
lovely afternoon with many travelling long distances, including 
from Queensland and New Zealand, to ensure they didn’t miss 
celebrating such a wonderful milestone with their cohort.

CLASS OF 2008 
10 YEAR REUNION 
Alumni from the Class of 2008 enjoyed a lively 
evening at Greenwood Hotel in North Sydney. More 
than 60 Alumni celebrated their 10 year Reunion, 
rekindling friendships that will last a lifetime.  

CLASS OF 1973 
45 YEAR REUNION
Alumni from the Class of 1973 came together to celebrate 
their 45 year Reunion. The ladies enjoyed a spirited gathering 
at The TreeHouse Hotel in North Sydney, remembering 
the special friendships and memories created during their 
years at the College. Some Alumni in attendance have been 
friends since attending Monte together in primary school.

CLASS OF 2013   
5 YEAR REUNION
A wonderful evening was celebrated by over 70 Alumni 
from the Class of 2013. Greenwood Hotel in North 
Sydney was filled with laughter, stories and memories as 
these Monte women caught up with school friends. 

Reunions DiaryDATES FOR YOUR DIARYREUNIONS

ValeVALE

Sister Antonine MC   
(nee Elizabeth McGlynn, Class of 1964) 

Elizabeth (Beth) Loudon   
(Class of 1947)

Mary Wallace   
(nee Collins, Class of 1963)

ALUMNI DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2019
MONTE OPEN DAY 
SUNDAY 10 MARCH 

ALUMNI ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 
SUNDAY 10 MARCH

BLUE & BLUE LUNCH
FRIDAY 17 MAY

CAREER INSIGHTS EVENING
WEDNESDAY 19 JUNE 
If you are interested in speaking about 
your industry or profession at this event  
(or at any other time throughout the year), 
please contact alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au  

MASALOU LUNCH
TUESDAY 29 OCTOBER 

2019 REUNIONS

CLASS OF 1974 REUNION 
(45 YEARS)
FRIDAY 26 APRIL 
Venue: Kirribilli Club, Lavender Bay 
Contact: benauda@iinet.net.au

CLASS OF 1999 REUNION  
(20 YEARS)
SATURDAY 16 NOVEMBER
Contact: jdossor@gmail.com

We would love to hear from Alumni of the 
below year groups who are interested in 
organising their Reunion for 2019.  
Please contact alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au 

5 year Reunion:  Class of 2014

10 year Reunion:  Class of 2009

15 year Reunion:  Class of 2004

25 year Reunion:  Class of 1994

30 year Reunion:  Class of 1989

35 year Reunion:  Class of 1984

40 year Reunion:  Class of 1979

50 year Reunion:  Class of 1969

55 year Reunion:  Class of 1964

60 year Reunion:  Class of 1959
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