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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Friends of Monte,

Today the College were honoured to welcome Auxiliary Bishop 
of Sydney, Tony Randazzo, on behalf of Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher OP to present the Archbishop’s Charter, in formal 
recognition of Monte’s commitment to the understanding of 
the mission of the Church and how it is lived out in the life of 
our College. 

Bishop Tony paid tribute to his Mercy education, recognising 
Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of Mercy North Sydney, 
as our enduring legacies that stand as shining lights in the 
rich history of our College. He spoke of the importance of 
recognising that young women are to be acknowledged as 
contemporary and significant voices within our Church today, 
not just voices of the future.

As our College actively prepares to open our gates to the 
extended community for Open Day on Sunday 10 March, 
we are reminded not only of the warmth and hospitality our 
extraordinary College offers, but also the distinct plethora of 
curricular and co-curricular choices available to our girls. 

Over the past few weeks, our Year 10 students have  
deliberated and confirmed their Personal Project topic of 
choice, a unique independent research project of inquiry and 
sophisticated reporting, in the final year of the International 
Baccalaureate’s Middle Years Programme or MYP. This 
significant body of work not only encourages our girls’ personal 
initiative and learning but also an understanding that can be 
applied in a global context.

"...our MYP Personal 
Project supports our 
students to emerge 
as informed, creative, 
diligent and resilient 
scholars and advocates.”

This year, our girls are investigating diverse and inciteful topics 
of enquiry pertaining to the animation of our College motto, 
Religio, Scientia, Cultus which translates to what we believe, 
what we know and what we value. The final expressions of 
the students’ work habitually culminate in our Monte girls 
becoming mantels of the experts in a variety of fields including 
song writing, art, advocacy, curation and science, just to name 
a few. 

Personal Projects are often the impetus for life-long learning 
and global engagement. Such is the case of Year 11 student 
Sophia Skarparis, who, inspired by Pope Francis’ Laudato si’ 
and its mission of ‘Caring for the Common Home’, engaged 
with the MYP Personal Project as a methodical framework 
to see her personal advocacy of single-use plastic in NSW 
realised. More than 12 months on, Sophia’s advocacy for her 
‘common home’ now forges ahead in a global context and  
what will undoubtedly be a life-long engagement with her 
personal interest of choice.  

It is no doubt that our MYP Personal Project supports our 
students to emerge as informed, creative, diligent and resilient 
scholars and advocates. Critical consideration should be given 
to our girls significant learning acquired as a direct result of 
their freedom in having choice; a choice that ultimately leads to 
a self-regulatory discovery and discernment of their personal 
interests and passions. 
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This year, our renowned International Women’s Day Breakfast 
to be held on 6 March headlines two advocates who are 
championing the freedom and choice for women who have 
been trafficked within Australia. It is hard to imagine that 
modern day slavery prevails in our country. I encourage you to 
hear from Siobhan Moroney (MAG Co-Captain, Class of 2012) 
and Sophie Janseens from the Freedom Hub, as they candidly 
discuss both the undercover and visible plight of modern-day 
slavery. Tickets are available to students, parents and friends. 
All welcome.

I look forward to joining you tomorrow night at our very special 
event of the year where staff and parents gather in hospitality 
and friendship as a community to welcome the beginning of 
this academic year, our annual College Cocktail Party.

God Bless.  
Mrs Nicole Christensen 
Principal

BISHOP TONY RANDAZZO, ACCOMPANIED BY MRS NICOLE CHRISTENSEN AND SENIOR LEADERS

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=473747&bof=1
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FROM THE HEAD OF HSIE

Ms Trish Smith 
Head of HSIE

The Human Society and Its 
Environment (HSIE)  
Key Learning Area: What is it?
The HSIE Department staff have, at their core, the notion to 
prepare students for a future world that is homogenized in 
some areas - such as technology and the economy, but which 
is also extremely diverse - culturally, socially and physically.

The HSIE Department provides students with a diverse 
curriculum that embraces the Histories, Geography, Society 
and Culture, Psychology, Economics, Legal Studies, Business 
Studies and Commerce. This range of disciplines delivers 
educational opportunities that will engage and challenge our 
students whilst encouraging them to reach their full potential. 
These courses provide our students with the framework and 
the learning environment to explore the role HSIE subjects 
play in their lives.

The Premier’s ANZAC Scholarship
The College was fortunate enough to be selected from a ballot 
which allowed students to apply for a scholarship organised 
by the Department of Veteran Affairs; the Premier’s ANZAC 

Scholarship. This scholarship provides the opportunity for a 
Monte student to accompany 20 students from other schools 
in NSW, an Australian war historian, and two members of 
Veteran Affairs on a visit to the Western Front in Belgium and 
France. 

Applicants entered the competition by completing a project. 
It was encouraging that we had many applicants apply and 
produce very worthwhile projects. Year 11 students, Charlotte 
Dorahy, Juliette Dwyer and Zoe Cobcroft were the three  
Monte finalists. Charlotte produced an artwork about the role 
of women in war, Juliette wrote a short story and Zoe submitted 
an essay about the impact of war on returned soldiers.

All the projects were of a high standard and we now look 
forward to the announcement of the winner.

HSIE Events - Semester 1
1 March:   Year 12 Geography Field Trip
11 March:  Year 12 Legal Studies Excursion
15 March:  Year 11 Geography Field Trip
22 March:  Year 8 HSIE Excursion
17 May:  Year 12 Geography Field Trip
3 June:  Year 7 HSIE Excursion
17 June:  Year 11 Business Studies Excursion

In addition to the classroom as a learning environment, 
outdoor field trips and excursions provide beneficial learning 
opportunities in the HSIE area. These activities outside the 
classroom encourage students to incorporate responsible 
action and critical reflection to support the process of learning 
through inquiry and collaboration.
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SR LECIA’S THOUGHTS

What do you treasure most? Being alive and active? That is how 
Paul described God’s Word: “The Word of God is something 
alive and active. It cuts like a double edged sword, but more 
finely. It can cut through the place where the soul is divided 
from the spirit, or joints from the marrow. It can judge the 
secret emotions and thoughts. No created thing can hide from 
it. Everything is uncovered and open to the eyes of the one to 
whom we must give an account of ourselves.” Hebrews 4:12-13.

From a persecutor of Christians, Paul became an exponent of 
the Word of God. In 1 Corinthians 15:1-11, he acknowledged 
his unworthiness to be called an Apostle, but confessed: “I am 
what I am, by the grace of God.” He claimed to be more hard-
working than the other twelve but preached the same as they 
did; as he was taught by Jesus himself after the Ascension. 
Those truths are listed in the Apostles’ Creed. He warned the 
Corinthians that believing anything else would lead nowhere.

Paul put his life on the line to witness the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. He achieved extraordinary success, challenging and 
reinforcing the faith of his Gentile converts, whom he loved. In 
the process, however, he also endured suffering and opposition, 
but in Hebrews 13:15-21 he could say, “Through Jesus, let us 
offer God an unending sacrifice of praise. Keep doing good 
works and sharing your resources, for these are sacrifices that 
please God.” He advised the Hebrews to obey their leaders, who 
will be answerable to God for their stewardship, saying: “Make 
their task a joy, not a grief – you yourselves would be the losers.”

We know Paul spared nothing of himself. Even if we don’t 
always understand him, there are jewels for us in his teachings. 
We owe this greatest missionary of all time our deep respect. 
Discovering God’s Word is a life-long task that will reward us 
with everlasting life, freely given through Jesus. 

Last night I had a dream. I watched my dear mother turning 
out a batch of golden cookies. They were barely cool when the 
children, attracted by the aroma, swooped down like birds of 
prey, to help themselves to a delicious treat. It reminded me of 
Psalm 119:103: “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth,” and Psalm 19:10: “Your words are 
more precious than gold: they are sweeter than honey from the 
honeycomb.” 

I leave you now with the hope that we can all be as eager as 
the children of my dream to taste the sweetness of God’s 
precious gifts; not one of them as wonderfully powerful as his  
Holy Word.

Sister Lecia Coombe RSM

“GOD’S WORD IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN GOLD, SWEETER THAN HONEY TO MY MOUTH”



PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION

#SUPPORTCREW CAPS

Last Sunday, all Year 7 families received their #SupportCrew 
caps from the Parents and Friends Association (P&F) at the  
Year 7 Welcome Dinner. We encourage you all to wear them 
when supporting your daughter at sports and other activities.

Existing families who would like to purchase a cap can do so 
through the College Shop. We will also be selling them for $20 at 
the P&F Stall at the College Open Day, Sunday 10 March.

#SUPPORTCREW AT THE 2019 YEAR 7 WELCOME DINNER

#SUPPORTCREW MEALS

Another important element of this initiative is the 
#SupportCrewMeals. Every year there are members of our 
Monte community experiencing hardship such as illness or loss. 
The College’s Pastoral team works closely and confidentially 
with these families to help ease their burden.

Through #SupportCrewMeals we can provide nutritious frozen 
meals which can then be provided as required to families in 
need.

CLICK HERE for more information and to sign up to help a 
Monte family.

If you would like to help but are not able to provide meals, 
monetary donations are gratefully accepted to enable the 
purchase of pantry items and other necessities.

Thank you for your support.

#SUPPORTCREW  INITIATIVE 2019

http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au/community/parents-friends/support-crew-meals/
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SPORTS REPORT

Mr Michael Vandervelde 
Sport Program Manager

#ITSOK2PLAY 
There is no 'I' in 
teamwork.

Congratulations
• To the Monte Representative Cricket team who competed 

at the CGSSSA Cricket Championships and almost won 
for the second year in a row. The Grand Final was lost to 
Marist Sisters’ College, Woolwich on the final ball in an 
absolute cliff-hanger.

• To the Monte girls who competed at the Northern Region 
Junior State Cup for various association Representative 
teams. 

• To Madeleine McLeay (Year 11) for sailing in the 29er 
NSW State Championships. Madeleine and her team-
mate achieved great results; placing 1st in the junior team 
(under 17), 1st in the mixed team and 2nd overall.

MONTE REPRESENTATIVE CRICKET TEAM AT THE CGSSSA CRICKET CHAMPIONSHIPS

Good Luck
• To the Monte Representative Touch teams and referees 

who will compete in the CGSSSA Touch Championships 
on Wednesday 27 February.

• To the Monte Triathlon Representatives who are 
competing in the NSW All Schools Triathlon. Individual 
events are on Thursday 20 February and team events are 
on Friday 1 March.

• To the students who are trialling for CCC Softball and CCC 
Cricket Representative selection.
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Upcoming Representative Events
Event Date Time Venue

CGSSSA Touch 27 Feb 8:00am-3:30pm Queens 
Park

All Schools 
Triathlon 
(Teams)

1 Mar 8:00am-1:30pm Penrith

CGSSSA 
Swimming

12 Mar 8:00am-3:00pm Ryde

12 Mar 8:00am-3:00pm Ryde

IGSSA 
Swimming and 
Diving

22 Mar 8:00am-4:00pm SOPAC, 
Homebush

Tildesley 
Tennis

27-28 
Mar

8:00am-7:00pm Pennant 
Hills Park

SPORTS REPORT

The Sport Department conducts and publicises trials for these 
Monte Representative Teams. Please check with Sport staff if 
you are unsure.

Upcoming Individual 
Representative Trials
Event Nominations Trials Venue

CCC Cricket 
(Open)

21 Feb 25 Feb Raby

CCC Softball 
(Open)

15 Feb 26 Feb Milperra

All Schools 
Triathlon

20 Feb 28 Feb Penrith

CCC Tennis 
(Open)

25 Feb 4 Mar Parramatta

CCC Volleyball 
(Open)

8 Mar 13 Mar

CCC Water 
Polo (Open)

14 Mar 18 Mar Ryde

CCC Hockey 
(16&U & Open)

20 Mar 25 Mar Moorebank

For more details, please contact the Sport Department 
prior to the nomination closing date. Trials are for high-level 
representative players and are subject to approval from the 
Sports Program Manager. Further details can be found on the 
NSWCCC website.

Terms 2 and 3 Sport Registrations
Registrations are closing on MonteConnect for the following 
Term 2 and 3 Sport:

• Hockey: Saturday morning SEHA and IGSSA Competition

• Basketball: Saturday IGSSA and Invitational Competition

• Football (Soccer): Sunday Club Competition

• Rugby 7’s (EOI): Saturday 

Trial details will be emailed to all players and can be found on 
the relevant MonteConnect Sport page.

Hockey
Anyone who has missed registering and is still interested in 
playing Hockey, especially students in Years 7, 8 and 9, please 
email Mrs Morgan. The details of trials and competition are on 
MonteConnect.

Football (Soccer)
Registrations have closed and trials have commenced, 
however we still require a few players in each age group: Years 
11 and 12, Years 9 and 10 and Years 7 and 8. Please email Mr 
Vandervelde ASAP.

Dance
Dance trials have commenced. All the information is available 
on the Dance page on MonteConnect. There is still opportunity 
to sign up and attend the relevant Dance trials, but students 
must register, upload the permission slip and email Mrs 
Morgan. Students do need to attend the trials. Registrations 
close at the end of this week.

College Swimming Carnival
The results from the College Swimming Carnival will be 
published next week after they are announced at the assembly 
on Friday 22 February.

Year 7 Fun Run
Unfortunately, the Year 7 Cross Country/Fun Run was 
postponed due to wet weather. A new date will be advised 
shortly.

https://www.csss.nsw.edu.au/nswccc-home.aspx
mailto:mvandervelde%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:mvandervelde%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
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SPORTS REPORT

Sports Fixtures Newsletter
Each Friday when you receive your link to Monte Matters you 
will receive a second link that is to our weekly Sports Fixtures 
Newsletter. On it you will find draws or links to draws for 
Monte teams playing on the weekend.

Sporting Acknowledgements
If your daughter is involved in any significant sporting events or 
achievements please let us know so she can be acknowledged.

Sports Department Staff
Phone  9409 6420
Email mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

SPORTING UPDATES
Activities Program
THE FIRST CLASS IS FREE, SO COME AND TRY!

The following activities are now running for Term 1. 
Details are posted on the MonteConnect Sport page.

• Yoga: Tuesday, 3:30pm-4:30pm in OR401.

• Yoga: Friday, 7:00am-8:00am in OR401.

• Taekwondo: Monday, 3:30pm-4:30pm in Mercy Hall or 
CMP.

• Monte Active Fitness: The details have been emailed to 
students.

• Monte Runners (Long Distance and Cross Country): 
Training has started and is on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings.

AFL (Term 1)

WE NEED PLAYERS: Players are still required to fill our three 
AFL teams. No experience is necessary. Contact Ms Dorahy. 
Your commitment is to play one game on Saturday afternoons 
in Term 1.

Netball (Terms 2 and 3)
Netball players are required to register on my.Netball as well 
as on MonteConnect to be able to play. Please refer to the 
email from Ms Barton.

Swimming at Monte
Monte offers Swimming squads for fitness and/or for 
competition all year round. The Swim page on MonteConnect 
contains all the information. Contact Mr Jon Bell with any 
queries.

Sport Coordinator Contacts
Mr Michael Vandervelde
Water Polo, Tennis, Football (Soccer), Cricket, Sailing and 
Taekwondo.
9409 6420 | mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

Mrs Liz Morgan
Hockey, Dance, Aerobics and Softball. 
9409 6421 |  lmorgan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Mrs Tania Dorahy
Head Netball Coach, Coaching Development Triathlon, AFL, 
Cross Country and Elite Athlete Program. 
9409 6422 |  tdorahy@monte.nsw.edu.au

Ms Katie Barton
Netball, Monte Active, Snowsports, Volleyball and Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. 
9409 6423 | kbarton@monte.nsw.edu.au

Mr Matthew Rowan
Touch Football, Rugby 7s, Basketball and Athletics. 
9409 6487 | mrowan@monte.nsw.edu.au

mailto:mvandervelde%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
http://my.netball.com.au/?entityid=38925&save=0
mailto:jbell%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:mvandervelde%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:lmorgan@monte.nsw.edu.au
mailto:tdorahy@monte.nsw.edu.au
mailto:kbarton@monte.nsw.edu.au
mailto:mrowan@monte.nsw.edu.au


FROM THE COLLEGE SHOP
Winter uniform is required for all students upon return to school for Term 2.

The below dates have been set for winter 
outfitting for girls in Year 7, Year 10 and new 
students. 

We ask students to make every effort to 
come on their designated day, as Colour 
House points will be awarded to students 
who do. If you cannot make it on the day it 
is important that you make contact with the 
College Shop to arrange another time. We 
will be closed to all other students at this 
time. Normal sales for all other students will 
be available at lunch break.

Before the allocated day (below), please 
check existing uniforms still fit well and have 
a discussion with your daughter about her 
requirements for winter 2019; it helps us 
enormously if the girls arrive knowing what 
they need.

Emails have gone home to all parents and 
carers with further information.

If you have any questions about winter outfitting or winter uniform requirements 
please contact  Ms Fiona Ell: (02) 9409 6256 or fell@monte.nsw.edu.au.

Regular hours remain  
Monday to Thursday 7:30am - 1:30pm.

NOTICES

YEAR 10

WEEKS 6 AND 7

Aquinas, Monday 4 March
McAuley, Tuesday 5 March
McQuoin, Thursday 7 March
McGuirk, Monday 11 March
Rankin, Tuesday 12 March
Xavier, Thursday 14 March

YEAR 7

WEEKS 8, 9 AND 10

Cooper, Monday 18 March
Gilchrist, Tuesday 19 March
Kirk, Thursday 21 March
Martin, Monday 25 March
Price, Tuesday 26 March
Richardson, Thursday 28 March
Ryan, Monday 1 April
Treanor, Tuesday 2 April

All other new students are scheduled for 
Thursday 4 April. Information to come.

PLEASE PUT THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARY

mailto:fell@monte.nsw.edu.au


NOTICES

GLOBAL CITIZENS IMMERSION INFORMATION EVENING 

TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY
6:00PM–7:00PM
O'REGAN ARTS AND CULTURAL 
COMMON THEATRE

Parents and carers of students in Years 8 and 9 are warmly invited to hear 
about our intercultural and global immersion opportunity.

Students on the Global Citizens Immersion will experience Chiang Mai for 
8 days during the Term 3 holidays.  

Date:  Thursday 28 February

Time:  12:00pm-12:20pm   Refreshments for parents, carers and guests 
 12:20pm-1:15pm      Ceremony

Venue:  McQuoin Centre, Monte Sant' Angelo Mercy College

RSVP:  Monday 25 February to Rosemary Trenaman rtrenaman@monte.nsw.edu.au 
 Please ensure you RSVP with the number of guests attending

PLEASE JOIN US TO CONGRATULATE  
THE YEAR 10 CLASS OF 2018 

THURSDAY 28 FEBRUARY

2018 MYP PRESENTATION & AWARD CEREMONY

mailto:rtrenaman%40monte.nsw.edu.au%20?subject=MYP%20Presentation%20%26%20Award%20Ceremony
mailto:rtrenaman%40monte.nsw.edu.au%20?subject=MYP%20Presentation%20%26%20Award%20Ceremony


Monte	Sant’	Angelo	Mercy	College	presents	an	opportunity	not	to	be	missed:	

YEAR 7 PARENT/STUDENT STUDY SKILLS EVENING 

Monday 4 March | 6:00pm-7:30pm | McQuoin Centre

w
ith

	 Dr	Prue	
Salter	

To: Year 7 Parents, Carers and Students
(and Year 8 students who missed out last year or would like a refresher) 

Would you like to know the secrets to success in secondary school? 

RSVP by Wednesday 27 February 
Please email David Bradbury DBradbury@monte.nsw.edu.au 
with: Student Name, Tutor Group, Parent or Carer Name/s

Parents, carers and students should attend together as the session is very interactive, the 
session will not be of full value unless both the students and a parent attend.  

Both students and parents/carers also need to bring along a pen (and one highlighter for the 
family) and the College diary. 

The main areas that will be covered are: 

• Managing homework and assignments effectively by efficient time 
management.

• Learning to be more organised for school and at home.
• Working and studying effectively in secondary school.

Dr Prue Salter is the founder of ELES (www.enhanced-learning.net) and an 
expert in the area of study skills.  

Dr Salter has conducted over 5000 study skills seminars across Australia and 
Asia, has written 20 study skills resource kits for schools and is the creator of 
the online and interactive study skills website 
(www.studyskillshandbook.com.au) used by more than 120000 students. 

Dr Salter’s PhD explored whole-school integrated approaches to developing 
students’ self-regulated learning skills. 

This is an interactive evening for parents and students that outlines tools and techniques for 
students to achieve their personal academic best. Please arrive 5-10 minutes prior to collect 
the family handout. 

mailto:dbradbury%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=Year%207%20Study%20Skills%20Evening


C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  A C H I E V E M E N T S  O F  W O M E N

International Women’s Day 
Breakfast

WEDNESDAY 6 MARCH 2019

Siobhan Moroney 
(Class of 2012)
MAG Co-Captain 2012
Currently completing a 
Masters of Social Work  

Siobhan advocates for 
the survivors of human 
trafficking through her work 
at The Freedom Hub.

Siobhan also works in 
collaboration with other social 
justice organisations such as 
Sydney Peace Foundation, 
The Cancer Institute NSW, 
Danii Foundation and 
St Vincent de Paul. 

The Freedom Hub fights to end  
modern slavery while providing  

aftercare for survivors of human 
trafficking in Australia. 

Sophie Janseens  
Human Rights Advocate
  
Sophie has worked at The 
Freedom Hub for over two 
years and has witnessed first-
hand the great challenges that 
some women are still facing in 
their daily lives. To date, Sophie 
has assisted approximately 
100 women through coaching, 
mentoring and career guidance. 

Sophie has also developed a 
resiliency workshop for women 
from a variety of backgrounds 
including refugees, unemployed 
women and domestic violence 
and human trafficking survivors.

TIME: 
7:00am - 8:25am

COST: 
$20 per person  
(includes a $5 donation to Project Timor)

VENUE: 
McQuoin Centre 
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College  
128 Miller Street, North Sydney

ENQUIRIES: 
CMcDonough@monte.nsw.edu.au

BOOKINGS: 
www.trybooking.com/BAYVB

Project Timor is a College initiative to raise 
funds to change the educational outcomes 
for young women of Colegio, Maliana, Timor-
Leste. Your donation will support our ongoing 
Food for Thought Program, the Colegio 
Scholarship Program and the building of a 
Teacher Professional Learning Centre. 

GUEST SPEAKERS

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=473747&


Date:  Tuesday 12 March 

Time:  5:45pm for a 6:00pm start 

Venue:  O'Regan Arts and Cultural Common Auditorium

Forum:   IB DP & HSC Results  
Allyson Mascarenhas - Deputy Principal Curriculum  
Kim Vandervelde - Director Senior School

MONTE PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION WARMLY INVITE YOU TO  

THE P&F GENERAL MEETING 

IB DP & HSC Results Forum and  
P&F General Meeting 

TUESDAY 12 MARCH 2019



MONTE SANT’  ANGELO MERCY COLLEGE 
PRODUCTION OF

O’REGAN ARTS AND CULTURAL COMMON THEATRE: MONTE SANT’ ANGELO MERCY COLLEGE

TICKETS: WWW.TRYBOOKING.COM/BAVRR

Music and Lyrics by Matthew Wilder and David Zippel,  
Stephen Schwartz, Jeanine Tesori and Alexa Junge

Music Adapted and Arranged and Additional  
Music and Lyrics by Bryan Louiselle

Book Adapted and Additional Lyrics by Patricia Cotter

Based on the 1998 Disney film Mulan  
and the story Fa Mulan by Robert D. San Souci

By arrangement with Hal Leonard Australia Pty Ltd, 
exclusive agent for Music Theatre International, NY

2019
22 MARCH 7:00PM 

23 MARCH 2:00PM

23 MARCH 7:00PM

FEATURING 
YEARS 7-9  STUDENTS FROM 
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College
Cammeraygal High School 
Marist College North Shore 
Shore School 
St Aloysius’ College
St Ignatius’ College, Riverview

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=471631&


 

A 
 

Half corne  

A NIGHT 
FOR IGNITE 

   WENDY HARMER   DAVE HAMMOND   TRISTAN HARRIS 

JESUIT SOCIAL SERVICES 

 

SATURDAY 
30th MARCH  
ST ALOYSIUS’ 
COLLEGE Enter via 
Jeffreys St near corner of 
Kirribilli Ave 

JUANA MATEO ROOM 

7-11pm Conversation to 
begin at 8pm 

Dress: After 5  
Cost: $125 
 
All proceeds raised will 
be donated to the Ignite 
Foodstore 

 

       

 

Join us for live jazz, wine, canapes and most importantly a 
candid conversation between three of Sydney’s inspirational 
people: Wendy Harmer, Dave Hammond and Tristan Harris, co-
CEO Harris Farm Markets.  

Wendy, Dave and Tristan will discuss the Ignite Foodstore, Willmot 
Community Hub and other JSS projects in Mt Druitt and how the 
narrative is changing. https://vimeo.com/239693653 
 
3 fabulous live auction items including a 12-month designated car 
park space in Lavender Bay only a few steps to North Sydney Station 
 
BOOKINGS 
https://www.trybooking.com/BAQTI 

EMAIL CONTACT 
anightforignite@gmail.com 

https://vimeo.com/239693653
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=468294&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=468294&


Working with kids in schools these past weeks, and indeed having five children of my own, has alerted me to the 
seemingly unprecedented obsession with the new online game Fortnite. Not since Pokémon Go has something 
seemed to take the world by storm, leaving parents wondering when it will ever stop.

The answer to that last question is probably that it will stop when the next big thing comes along. These fads may 
well be a modern day version of the Rubik’s Cube, elastics or swap cards, though of course the effects of the 
obsession can be much more pervasive than with my childhood obsession with PacMan.

If Fortnite is the latest craze to hit your household, or you are being nagged and cajoled to let them have 
the game “that everyone else is playing”, then here are a few things you should know:

It is violent. The aim of the game is to be the last person standing, and in order to do that you must kill all the 
other players.

However the violence is portrayed as less real and almost cartoonish. There is no blood and gore as such, and 
so the violence is not comparable to that portrayed in other games such as Call of Duty or Grand Theft Auto.

You can work in a team or on your own; working in a team can develop some effective teamwork skills.

You can chat to team members but also random strangers who make up the remainder of the 100 players 
who are playing at the time.

You can turn the chat function off by going to the settings and clicking on Audio options. This limits chatting 
to a player’s friends or team members.

Kids will be very loud playing this game so there is little chance of them playing it behind your back!

Each game goes for about 20 minutes so it is an easy one to put time limits on by stipulating the number of 
games.

It is frequently described as addictive so it is unlikely they will leave a game midway through.
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As with any new game, social network or fad, it is crucial that we familiarise 
ourselves with it. Have a game with them, play around with the app or read 
about what the possible dangers may be so that you can have the right 
conversations and put the right boundaries in place.

Whilst there are certainly many areas of video gaming to be concerned about, 
it is also important to recognise that most video games can build skills and 
can also have social, emotional and cognitive benefits.

Now of course in order to enjoy these benefits parents need to ensure that 
gaming remains under control and that the games being played are at an appropriate level for their child.

Five things to keep in mind

1. Discuss any themes or concepts you are concerned about to see if your child has a grasp on the reality (or lack 
thereof) when it comes to certain games.

2. Monitor how your individual child is coping with a game and the amount of time they are playing. If their 
mood is changing, they are having a fight to come to the dinner table or they are staying up all night and 
neglecting other areas of their lives, then you will need to step in and make some changes.

3. Remember it is your house and your rules. But making these rules and boundaries from a place of knowledge 
and understanding makes them a lot easier to enforce.

4. If a child is struggling with time limits, warnings may help and you may 
wish to slowly reduce the time being played (rather than go cold turkey). 
However, some parents have had success with giving their kids a total 
break from games when things were getting out of hand.

5. Always go to the settings area of any game or network as there you will 
find ways to make the experience as safe and positive as possible. 
Minimising the number of people they have the ability to connect with 
and who can make contact with them is a good place to start.

Remember that every child is different and so the effects that gaming has on each child will be different. The key 
to enjoying a positive experience with whatever game or craze comes your way is to ensure your child maintains 
control over their play, that they are playing safely and that they are still leaving plenty of time to do all of the 
many other things they need to experience on any given day.
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