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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Friends of Monte,

With the College amidst feverish choreography rehearsals and 
costume and set preparations, we look forward to welcoming 
more than 1500 family and friends to one of the most 
highly anticipated events of the Monte calendar, our annual 
production of House Plays this Saturday. House Plays is not 
only a spirited celebration of imagination and individuality, it is 
also an invaluable occasion for our girls to develop a multiplicity 
of transferable skills such as effective communication, 
collaboration, leadership and followership. As burgeoning 
leaders of the College, our House Plays is an opportunity 
for Year 11 students to develop personal leadership styles, 
technical proficiencies, resourceful creativities and even 
discern the restraints of budgetary management.

It is our continued mission as educators, to foster, develop and 
promote our young women to be the emerging future leaders 
of industry, of government, of the Church and of cultural and 
sporting institutions. In a unique opportunity to hear from 
inspiring Alumna who are themselves leading the way in their 
individual careers, including archaeology, psychology, spatial 
science, façade engineering and viticulture, the College is 
delighted to launch the annual Career Insights Evening. 

We know the power of aspirational gender modelling, 
particularly within the career sector. Our girls will have 
increased self-belief, motivation and statistically higher rates 
of success when they are exposed to efficacious women in 
fields of employment that they seek to pursue. I encourage all 
students, parents and carers to register for this exceptional 
career showcase event.

Tomorrow, the College stands beside our young women as 
they unite in support of their peers at our annual Blue Ribbon 
Day. Our Senior Leaders are offering all students and staff the 

opportunity to purchase a $5 Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal pin, 
with all proceeds contributing to the 2019 Bursary Blue Ribbon 
Appeal. In the words of College Captain, Adelaide Hayes, “This 
day gives the girls a chance to have a positive impact on others 
directly within our school environment. It is a truly powerful thing 
when Monte girls band together and make a difference for this 
important cause.”  

This Sunday, the nation recognises the profound suffering 
of Aboriginal people, in particular the Stolen Generations. 
As a community, we honour the longstanding relationship 
between Monte and our Indigenous friends from Mutitjulu, 
Wreck Bay and Docker River as we celebrate a relationship 
based on cultural and spiritual respect and understanding. 
We pay gratitude to the many Monte Alumna who, through 
their careers as leading doctors, lawyers, nurses and policy 
advisors, are currently addressing the many critical issues 
facing Indigenous communities in the Northern Territory, 
including equitable access to quality healthcare, education 
and housing.

Wishing all our Colour Houses the best of luck whilst they 
demonstrate innovative house spirit and creative flair at 
House Plays on Saturday.  One thing we know for sure, House 
Plays will be the winner!

God Bless, 
Mrs Nicole Christensen 
Principal

“Wishing all our Colour 
Houses the best of luck whilst 
they demonstrate innovative 
house spirit and creative flair 
at House Plays on Saturday. ”

CLICK HERE TO DONATE TO THE 
BLUE RIBBON BURSARY APPEAL

VIEW OUR VIDEO TO SEE WHY MEMBERS OF OUR 
COMMUNITY DONATE TO THE BURSARY APPEAL

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sesoY4mv2_c&feature=youtu.be
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494475&
https://www.bpoint.com.au/Pay/montesantangelomercy?BillerCode=1400531
https://www.bpoint.com.au/Pay/montesantangelomercy?BillerCode=1400531
https://www.bpoint.com.au/Pay/montesantangelomercy?BillerCode=1400531
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Monte continues to offer a wide range of rich educational 
experiences in an effort to develop the head, heart and hands. 
It does so, always in partnership with families who are the 
first educators in matters of faith. The Easter season, which 
is coming to a conclusion on Pentecost Sunday, is a salient 
reminder of the journey of the Church and our own personal 
journey, as we grow towards spiritual maturity. 

Year 7
On Thursday 9 May, Year 7 students participated in the 
Bindarray.ga Ceremony. This significant, sacred ceremony 
acknowledges the College’s strong connections with our 
Indigenous brothers and sisters. It also enhances student’s 
current unit, 'Stewards of Creation'. In celebration of 
Aboriginal heritage and culture Bindarray.ga is a pond which 
symbolises the unique connection between Monte and Yuin, 
Gumbaynggir and the Anangu people. Under the guidance 

of Uncle Max, Aunties Julie and Janette and Lana Kelly, all 
students and staff processed through a smoking ceremony 
and, in an anticlockwise direction, walked through Bindarray.
ga. Bingarray.ga is a deeply respectful term that relates to 
sacred water – the energy of life. Bindarray.ga is a sacred site 
and on a plaque inside the site it reads: “We respect. – We 
connect. – Together we are one”. This year was significant as 
the current Year 12 students handed over custodianship of 
the pond to the current Year 7 students, a process that only 
occurs every six years. 

Following are a few words from Year 7 in response to Year 12. 
“We would like to thank all the Elders present here today who 
have introduced the significance of Bindarray.ga to us and 
to Year 12 for all they have done as custodians of Bindarray.
ga for the past six years. Bindarray.ga is a special space and 
holds wisdom of Aboriginal spirituality here at the College. 
Every person entering the space must respect the land and 
acknowledge those who have gone before us. We take time 
to reflect and appreciate this space in silence. Bindarray.ga 
is a place of reflection, replenishment and most importantly 
silence; let us not forget this. We look forward to doing justice 
to the honour and responsibility bestowed on us today.”

Mrs Tara Egger, Year 7 Team Leader

YEAR 7 BINDARRAY.GA CEREMONY

FROM THE HEAD OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION

Mr Antony Sindone 
Head of Religious Education
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FROM THE HEAD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Year 8
Year 8 have had a very creative start to the year in Religious 
Education, completing two formal assessment tasks; a My Side 
of the Story picture book and a poster. Students commenced 
the year learning about ‘The Teachings of Jesus’ including 
some history about 1st-Century Palestine and its people, 
which included the analysis of a variety of Parables and the 
significance of storytelling. The students have since moved on 
to ‘Disciples, Martyrs and Witnesses to the Faith’ whereby they 
have learnt about Saint Stephen, the first martyr, and have 
worked collaboratively to create board games about Saint 
Paul and also completed their assessment task on a Saint of 
choice.

In Week 9 of Term 1, Year 8 students were fortunate to 
experience the Jewish celebration of Passover with thanks 
to the Board of Jewish Education. Ms Jeanie Kitchener visited 
Monte and conducted three informative and practical sessions 
throughout the day. Students were able to create their own 
Seder plate while learning the significance of each item. 
In addition, students were then able to make connections 
between the Jewish celebration and their own Christian Easter 
celebrations. 

Mrs Josephine Suchy, Year 8 Team Leader

Year 9
Year 9 students began the year with the unit ‘The Church 
in Australia’. In this unit, students studied the history of the 
Church, significant people and the various challenges and 
reforms within the Church. The first assessment task involved 
students visiting local parishes and researching some ways in 
which change has taken place, while still maintaining tradition. 
Students also visited St Thomas’ Anglican Church to speak 
with, and get an experiential understanding of an Anglican 
Church including the local history, the Church in Australia and 
its links with the community of North Sydney.

The second unit that students studied is ‘Biblical Writing’. This 
unit has provided an opportunity to explore and appreciate 
the different types of scriptural writing. They have also 
focussed on significant biblical prophets as part of the second 
assessment task, with a view to deepening their understanding 
of the prophetic message and the skill of letter writing.

Mr Matthew Ashton, Year 9 Team Leader

YEAR 9 STUDENTS VISIT ST THOMAS' ANGLICAN CHURCH, NORTH SYDNEY
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FROM THE HEAD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Pop-Up Collaborative Learning
A pop-up collaborative learning experience was provided to 
extend Years 9 and 10, with a small group of students visiting 
MercyWorks, Parramatta. The girls worked with students 
from St Agnes Catholic High School who have migrant and 
refugee backgrounds. The collaborative project was a book 
of photographs, showcasing the evolving architecture of 
Parramatta, from the colonial to the 21st century. 

This experience was to bring together young people of diverse 
backgrounds, allowing them to get to know the other in 
creative, constructive ways, that evolved naturally out of the 
process of collaborative thinking and working. This fits in well 
with the student focus for 2019 - Have the Courage to Care – 
where our students could truly preference the poor; with our 
time, our resources and our deeper understanding. 

Mrs Jamilla Torpy, Year 12 Team Leader

Year 10
At the conclusion of the Catholic Social Teaching unit, students 
commenced their participation in the Mercy Foundation 
Youth Award. This Australia-wide competition is open to 
all students in Years 8-11 and involves taking a photograph 
which demonstrates the concept of ‘home’. This image is to 
be accompanied with a paragraph explaining its significance. 

In 2018, Monte claimed 1st and 3rd place among the hundreds 
of entries. Prize money totalling $1100 was allocated to 
Project Timor. As preparation, students explored the issue 
of homelessness. 2016 census statistics have revealed a 
dramatic 35% rise in ‘rough sleepers’ in NSW, over the last 
five years. Students have studied causes and solutions to 
this preventable issue. We look forward to seeing student 
photography and reflections as the term progresses. 

For further information about the award, please visit 
Mercy Foundation.

Mr Antony Sindone, Head of Religious Education

MONTE AND ST AGNES CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

MONTE BACK ROW: LILY WARD AND EMILY EIDE (YEAR 10), JESSICA DOVER AND LOUISA WITTY (YEAR 9) 

MONTE FRONT ROW: MADDISON RUBIC, BRIDGET CUNNINGHAM AND EMILY SMITH (YEAR 10)

https://www.mercyfoundation.com.au/youth-awards/about-the-youth-awards/
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FROM THE HEAD OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Year 11
On Monday 11 February, Year 11 HSC students took part in an 
excursion to the Auburn Gallipoli Mosque, the ISKCON Hindu 
Temple and North Shore Temple Emanuel Synagogue. 

In the mosque the students were taught about the uniqueness 
of Islam and the meaning behind the stunning architecture. 
In the Hindu Temple the girls had the opportunity to watch 
adherents performing their daily devotions. Cantor Ted at the 
synagogue spoke to the group about the meaning behind 
symbols of Judaism, including the elaborate handmade Torah 
Scrolls.

Each sacred space allowed the girls to step into the beliefs and 
rituals of another religion, opening their eyes to how others 
live and worship. 

Mrs Sinead O’Cuinneagain, Year 11 Team Leader

Year 12 Studies of Religion
Students immersed themselves in the religious traditions 
of Judaism and Christianity with the help of guest speakers 
and lectures on the Christian practices of Baptism and 
Marriage, and the Jewish practice of Marriage, complete with a 
demonstration by Rabbi Lewin under the chuppah.

Mr Antony Sindone, Head of Religious Education

NORTH SHORE TEMPLE EMANUEL SYNAGOGUE

AUBURN GALLIPOLI MOSQUE
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SR LECIA’S THOUGHTS

Our fifty days of Easter are slipping by quickly, but haven’t we 
enjoyed an exciting array of literature on this journey? The Acts 
of the Apostles, the Apocalypse and St John’s account of Jesus’ 
Final Discourse at the Last Supper provide amazing, inspiring 
content.

Have you had a problem to solve lately - a worrying situation or 
disagreement perhaps? Compare your method with that of Paul 
and Barnabus (further in this article). 

The Entrance Antiphon, related to Isaiah 48:2, sets the tone of 
the Mass for Wednesday 26 June: “Proclaim a joyful sound and 
let it be heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has 
freed his people, alleluia.”

The Psalm (No. 66), encapsulating the first reading, is a joyful 
prayer: R. O God, let all the nations praise you!

“O God, be gracious and bless us, and let your face shed its 
light upon us. So will your name be known upon earth, and all 
nations learn your saving help. Let the nations be glad and exult, 
for you rule the world with justice. With fairness you rule the 

peoples, you guide the nations on earth. Let the peoples praise 
you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. May God still give us 
his blessing till the ends of the earth revere him.”

Now to the First Reading from Acts 15. Do try to mull over 
the whole extract, it describes how some Judean men come 
to tell the new Christians in Antioch that to be saved, they 
must be circumcised according to the tradition of Moses. This 
causes a huge problem for Paul and Barnabus, who have a 
long, unsolvable argument with these men. They decide to 
go to Jerusalem with others to discuss the problem with the 
Apostles and elders, all of whom discern together, and decide 
“by the Holy Spirit and ourselves” that pagan converts must 
not be burdened with non-essentials. The Apostles send two 
delegates back with Paul and Banabus to Antioch, with a letter 
saying those Judeans had no authority from the Apostles, and 
Pagan converts need not be circumcised, it being enough for 
them to do certain other things mentioned in the letter to 
become Christians.

There are adaptable ideas here for solving huge problems: 
listen, argue the case, engage the Holy Spirit and top leaders 
to discern and decide with them on what to do, and how to 
communicate the decision effectively.

Read the Second Reading if you can Apocalypse 21:10-14, 22-
23.

The Gospel Acclamation (Jn 14:23) goes a step further: “Alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, and my father will love 
them, and we will come to them.” The Gospel adds the next five 
verses also, to speak of the Holy Spirit as an advocate, and of 
the abiding peace Jesus alone can give. Enjoy it! 

Sister Lecia Coombe RSM

"IF ANYONE LOVES ME, HE WILL KEEP MY WORD.” JOHN 14:2

Image: The Last Supper, ca. 1678 
by Jean-Baptiste de Champaigne 
Courtesy of DIA

https://www.dia.org/art/collection/object/last-supper-36769
https://www.dia.org/art/collection/object/last-supper-36769
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FROM THE PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
ASSOCIATION

#SupportCrew Meals 
Throughout each year there are members of our Monte 
community who experience hardship such as illness or loss. 
The College’s Pastoral team works closely and confidentially 
with these families to help ease their burden.

Through #SupportCrewMeals we can provide nutritious frozen 
meals which can then be provided as required to families in 
need.

We are in need of both family-sized and individual serves of 
pasta sauces, lasagnes and healthy cakes and loaves. Please 
deliver your prepared meals to the dedicated freezer located 
on the back verandah of the Development Office (11 McLaren 
Street). The College Pastoral Team can then access the meals as 
needed to distribute to the families confidentially.

CLICK HERE for more information and to sign up to help a 
Monte family. 

If you would like to help but are not able to provide meals, 
monetary donations are gratefully accepted to enable the 
purchase of pantry items and other necessities.

Thank you for your support.

Maryann Gobee, 
Vice President, Social Convener 
Parents and Friends Association

Date Event Host

Friday 24 May
Year 7 Cheers and Beers 
Dad's Drinks

P&F

Friday 24 May
Year 11 Dads Social 
Drinks Night

P&F

Saturday 25 May House Plays Finale College

Saturday 1 June -  
Sunday 2 June

Year 12 Mothers & Carers 
Weekend in the Southern 
Highlands

P&F

Monday 3 June Year 12 Drama Night College

Wednesday 5 June
Monte Celebrates Music 
Awards Night and Concert

College

Tuesday 11 June
Year 11 2020 Parent 
Subject Selection 
Information Evening

College

Wednesday 12 June
Year 11 Academic 
Conference

College

Thursday 13 June Year 10 Play Night College

Friday 14 June Year 7 Grandparents Day College

Friday 14 June - 
Sunday 16 June

Year 11 Mums & Carers 
Escape to Bowral

P&F

Tuesday 18 June
Year 7 Reporting 
Information Evening

College

Wednesday 19 June Career Insights Evening College

Friday 21 June
Year 7 Father Daughter 
Pizza Night

P&F

Tuesday 25 June
Maruku Marketplace and 
Biamunga Yarn-Up

College

Wednesday 26 June
Year 10 Academic 
Conference

College

Friday 28 June Last Day of Term 2 College

Monday 22 July First Day of Term 3 College

http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au/community/parents-friends/support-crew-meals/
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=465426&
http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au/files/8815/5712/0310/Year_7_Dads_Drinks_-_Cheers_and_Beers_2019.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PF%20Year%207%20Location%20DinnerDrinks%20Dads%20catchup%20volunteer%20reminder&utm_content=PF%20Year%207%20Location%20DinnerDrinks%20Dads%20catchup%20volunteer%20reminder+CID_5ab9c521312fafb8e43a98bd1dfb4e29&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=click%20here
http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au/files/8815/5712/0310/Year_7_Dads_Drinks_-_Cheers_and_Beers_2019.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=PF%20Year%207%20Location%20DinnerDrinks%20Dads%20catchup%20volunteer%20reminder&utm_content=PF%20Year%207%20Location%20DinnerDrinks%20Dads%20catchup%20volunteer%20reminder+CID_5ab9c521312fafb8e43a98bd1dfb4e29&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=click%20here
http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au/files/8015/5737/9678/Year_11_Dads_Social_Night_24_May_2019.pdf
http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au/files/8015/5737/9678/Year_11_Dads_Social_Night_24_May_2019.pdf
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=478304&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=478304&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=478304&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=455111&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=455111&
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DEBATING AND PUBLIC SPEAKING  
REPORT

Debating
The final rounds of our two Friday night competitions have 
concluded and we have had immense success in both. 

In the Independent Schools Debating Association (ISDA) 
competition the Year 7, Year 8, Senior B and Senior A teams  
have qualified for the Octo-Finals. This is a huge 
accomplishment, especially for our younger debaters. The 
Octo-Finals falls on Friday 24 May and we would love to have 
as much support from the Monte community as possible at 
the debates.

In the Friday Evening Debating competition, we had a record 
number of qualifying teams: 7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, 9 and Senior B. To 
have so many junior teams in the competition is a testament 
to the amazing training by our coaches and the hard work of 
all the girls. We have a bright future of Monte Debating ahead 
of us. 

Our Tuesday night Archdale competition began this week and 
we are off to a great start. 7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, 9 and Senior teams 
all won their first round against Loreto Kirribilli. The focus area 
was ‘Education’ which prompted many interesting topics for 
our debaters 

We are all excited for the upcoming rounds and look forward 
to debating in the next competitions for Terms Two and Three.

Katie Walsh, Debating Captain 

Public Speaking
Congratulations to Bridget Cunningham (Year 10), who has 
made it through to the Plain English Speaking State Final. This 
is a huge achievement and also the furthest a Monte student 
has ever gone in this competition, or at least in the 10 years 
that I have run the competition. Bridget is also one of the 
youngest competitors, with most students competing being 
17 or 18 years of age.

Ms Natassja Sanjay, Debating Coordinator

ISDA SENIOR A TEAM 
ALEX ELLWOOD, ADELAIDE HAYES, KATIE WALSH AND EMILY DONOHOE (ABSENT: BRONTE LAWRENCE)
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SPORTS REPORT

Mr Michael Vandervelde 
Sport Program Manager

Congratulations
• To Isabelle Morgan (Year 11) who was selected for the 

Open CCC Basketball team at the recent CCC Trials. 
Isabelle will compete at the NSW All Schools Basketball 
Championships in June.

• To the Monte Junior and Intermediate Representative 
Basketball teams who competed in the CGSSSA Basketball 
Championships on 22 May at Condell Park. Both teams 
gave it their all but unfortunately did not reach the Finals.

• To Grace Bruce (Year 10), Sophie Sidgreaves (Year 10), 
Krissy Deller (Year 9), and Megan Lee (Year 9) who have 
been selected to represent Monte at the CCC Teams 
Tennis Championships on Monday 3 June at Bathurst.

• To Leelu Bare (Year 7) who competed in the Eastwood 
Thornleigh District Tennis Finals this weekend and was 
runner up in both the 12 Years and Under Doubles and 
Singles events. 

• To the Monte Cross Country team who competed at 
IGSSA Cross Country Carnival at Frensham on Friday 17 
May. It was a great effort from the team to place 11th 
overall. Special recognition to the Medal Winners: Grace 
Henry (Year 8) and Grace Kells (Year 10) who both placed 
3rd in their respective age groups. Congratulations also 
to the 15 Years team with Grace Kells placing 3rd, Chelsea 
Madden placing 8th and Cami Dalton placing 28th, all 
contributing to the team’s 3rd place result. The girls who 
finished in the top 15 in each age group were:
• 18 Years: Kashani Maher (Year 12) placed 8th
• 15 Years: Grace Kells (Year 10) placed 3rd
• 15 Years: Chelsea Madden (Year 9) placed 8th
• 13 Years: Grace Henry (Year 8) placed 3rd
• 13 Years: Olivia Gorman (Year 7) placed 8th

Good Luck
• To all the competitors in the College Athletics Carnival.

• To all in the House Plays on Saturday. Please remember 
that students are expected to fulfil their Monte Sport 
commitment (unless they are a Year 11 Leader) before 
they go to House Plays.

• To the Monte Cross Country team competing at the 
CGSSSA Cross Country Carnival at Bicentennial Park, 
Homebush on Friday 31 May. Girls who place in the top 6 
in each age group will progress to the CCC Championship 
in June.

MONTE REPRESENTATIVE BASKETBALL TEAM
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Representative Events
Event Date Time Venue

Monte Athletics 
Carnival

29 May
8:30am-
2:30pm

ES Marks

CGSSSA Cross 
Country

31 May
8:00am-
3:30pm

Bicentennial 
Park, Homebush

Extreme Dance 
Competition

2 June Abbotsleigh

CCC Tennis Teams 
Championships

3 June
8:00am-
4:00pm

Bathurst

CCC Football 
Championships

4-5 June
8:00am-
6:00pm

Valentine Park

CGSSSA 
Gymnastics

5 June
7:00am- 
2:00pm

SAGC

CCC Cross Country 14 June
8:00am-
3:00pm

Eastern Creek

CCC Open 
Basketball 
Championships

24-25 
June

8:00am-
4:00pm

South Windsor

Snow Sports 
Sydney Regional 
Championships

16-20 
July

Thredbo

SPORTS REPORT College Athletics Carnival
The Monte Athletics Carnival is on Wednesday 29 May at  
E.S Marks Athletics Field in Moore Park. All the details are on 
MonteConnect/Sport/Athletics. Students need to sign up for 
Championship events before 3:00pm Friday 24 May.

Championship Program
This is for athletes who would like to compete seriously for 
possible selection into the Monte Representative team or 
those who wish to have times taken or distances measured. 
The events available are 100m, 200m, 400m, 800m, 1500m, 
High Jump, Long Jump, Triple Jump, Javelin, Discus and Shot 
Put. To compete in Championship events students must 
nominate their selections via the link by 3:00pm on Friday 24 
May (no registration is required for 100m). Students who do 
not register will not be permitted to compete in these events 
in the Championships Program on the day of the carnival. 

Participation/Non-Championship Program
This is for girls who wish to earn Colour House points or wish 
to participate in events. Participation events are entered into 
on the day and include Long jump, Shot Put, 100m and 200m. 
There will also be Ball Games for students not participating in 
Championship Events.

The 100m is COMPULSORY for all students (no registration 
is required) and the Ball Games are COMPULSORY for all 
students who are not participating in any Championship 
events.

Junior CGSSSA Football Report:
The Monte Junior CGSSSA Football team set off to Morrison 
Bay Park on Wednesday 8 May, eager to win back the trophy 
from Marist Sisters’ College who won last year.

The CGSSSA Football Competition was a memorable, fun and 
tough day for all. The opposition was of high standards and 
the games were tough to win, but our Monte team put up 
a great fight. Our day started off with a tough game against 
Santa Sabina College, where we drew 0-0. We gave more fight 
in the second game against Bethlehem College. This team was 
good, but we were better, resulting in a 2-1 win for us. 

Our team got better and better as the day went on, resulting 
in us making it to the semi-finals against the top team in Pool 
A, St Ursula’s College. We were fired up from the sweets and 
ice blocks (thanks to Molly’s mum) and we were ready to win. It 
was a tough game but unfortunately, towards the beginning of 
second half, our team conceded a goal resulting in a 1-0 win to 
St Ursula’s College who went on to win the entire competition. 
Although the Junior team didn't win this year, the competition 
was a great way to make new connections across year groups. 
Next year, Monte will strive to win again.

Hannah McAnulty (Year 8) and Amelia Dixon (Year 8)

Senior CGSSSA Football Report:
The Senior team brought a strong game to the CGSSSA 
Gala Day at Meadowbank Park. We were in Pool B with St 
Clare’s College, Domremy Catholic College, Bethany College, 
Brigidine College, and Mount St Joseph. Monte finished top 
of the pool after strong performances from our players. We 
had a comfortable win against St Clare’s (3-0), Domremy (5-0) 
and Mount St Joseph (6-0), and a solid performance against 
Brigidine (0-0). Our game against Bethany College was the 
closest in the pool stage, which lead to a nil-all draw (0-0).
 
In the semi-finals we played Marist Sisters’ College resulting in 
a 2-0 win. In the Grand Final we found ourselves facing Bethany 
College again. In the first half, we were down 0-1. But after a 
game-winning speech from our coach, Mr Tony Bruzzano and 
manager Ms Genevieve Casey, we came back resurgent. Alice 
Clark scored the equaliser and Ciara Casamento the winning 
goal of the tournament. Monte had a powerful performance 
all day with a fantastic result: winning the title of the 2019 
CGSSSA Senior champions.
 
The day would not have been possible without Mr Vandervelde, 
our coaches, managers, and the girls. 
 
Frederique Bosscher, Football Captain
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SPORTS REPORT

Monte Active
Monte Active classes continue. Students can join at any time. 
Students can try their first session for FREE. All the details are 
on MonteConnect/Monte Active.

Yoga – Tuesday pm & Friday am (OR401)
Zumba – Wednesday pm (CMP)
Fitness – every Morning (Monte Gym)

Gymnastics
Students interested in representing Monte at the CGSSSA 
Gymnastics Carnival are to contact Mr Michael Vandervelde 
in the Sports Office. 

Students must be currently participating in Gymnastics L3 
WAG or above and be ready to compete at a representative 
level (must be training in an outside club L3-10 WAG program). 
The Championships are on Wednesday 5 June.

Netball Umpiring
Congratulations to the following students for gaining Umpire 
qualifications:

• National C Badge: Zoe Corcoran (Year 9)

• Junior Level 2: Ciara Corcoran (Year 7), Emma Greenup 

(Year 9) and Alannah Jolic (Year 7)

• Junior Level 3: Hannah Azizi (Year 9) and Victoria 

Papacostantinou (Year 7)

Swimming at Monte
Monte offers Swimming Squads for fitness and/or for 
competition throughout the whole year. The Swim page on 
MonteConnect contains all the information. 
Contact Mr Jon Bell jbell@monte.nsw.edu.au

Sporting Acknowledgements
If your daughter is involved in any significant sporting events or 
achievements please let us know so she can be acknowledged.

Sports Department Staff
Please contact the Sports Department on 9409 6420 or email 
mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

WINTER SPORT: TERMS 2 AND 3

IGSSA and Invitational Basketball: Terms 2 and 3
Mr Matthew Rowan mrowan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Rugby 7s Training: Term 2
Mr Matthew Rowan mrowan@monte.nsw.edu.au

NSFA Football: Terms 2 and 3
Mr Michael Vandervelde mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

SEHA and IGSSA Hockey: Terms 2 and 3
Mrs Liz Morgan lmorgan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Norths Netball: Terms 2 and 3 
Ms Katie Barton kbarton@monte.nsw.edu.au
Mrs Tania Dorahy tdorahy@monte.nsw.edu.au

Cross Country
Mrs Tania Dorahy tdorahy@monte.nsw.edu.au

Monte Active
Ms Katie Barton kbarton@monte.nsw.edu.au

Snow Sports
Monte enters skiers and snowboarders into the Sydney 
Interschools Snowsports Championships held at Thredbo 16-
20 July. Entries close this week. 

Any students wishing to enter need to contact Ms Katie 
Barton urgently kbarton@monte.nsw.edu.au.

Tennis - Winter Training 
There will be winter training in Term 2 on Wednesdays at the 
Ridge Street courts. Details will be posted on MonteConnect. 
The cost is $100 per term.

Water Polo - Winter Training 
There will be winter training in Term 2 on Thursday Mornings 
6:45am – 8:00am in the College Pool. Details will be posted on 
MonteConnect. The cost is $100 per term.

mailto:Mr%20Michael%20Vandervelde?subject=
mailto:jbell%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
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NOTICES

MONTE CELEBRATES MUSIC

DATE:  Wednesday 5 June 2019

TIME:  5:00pm Welcome drinks and canapes 
  5:45pm Concert and awards 
 
VENUE:  O'Regan Arts and Cultural Common (ACC) 
  128 Miller Street, North Sydney  

THE CONCERT WILL FEATURE ALL  
MONTE ENSEMBLES AND THE  
ANNUAL MUSIC AWARDS

SAVE THE DATE

 

TICKETS:  $10 per guest 

  BOOK NOW

GUEST SPEAKER: Dr Anna Reid,  
    Head of School and Dean of the  
    Conservatorium of Music

SAVE THE DATE  
In Conversation: Leigh Sales

In Any Ordinary Day, Leigh Sales, anchor on The 7:30 
Report (ABC) investigates how ordinary people endure the 
unthinkable. 
 
Her widely acclaimed book Any Ordinary Day weaves 
together stories of those who have survived everything 
from natural disasters to terrorism (including Leigh’s own 
brush with mortality) in an exploration of how people 
move forward from hardship; not only with shock and 
sadness but also with strength, hope and humour. 

Join us for this special Monte Library event and learn more 
about Leigh’s warm, wise and layered book which conveys an 
important message of resilience and hope for our students.

Parents and students warmly invited to attend. 

Copies of Any Ordinary Day will be available for purchase.

Date:  Friday 31 May

Time:  12:40pm - 1:30pm

Venue:  O'Regan Arts and Cultural Common Theatre

Cost:  Free

Tickets:  www.trybooking.com/502625
 

AUTHOR TALK AT MONTE LEIGH SALES

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=492256&
http://www.trybooking.com/502625
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2019
BIAMUNGA YARN-UP AND 
MARUKU MARKETPLACE

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494539&


CHOOSE FROM A DIVERSE  
RANGE OF SPEAKERS
This is your opportunity to hear 
from inspirational Monte Alumni 
representing a wide variety of 
industries. During each 25 minute 
session, speakers will share their 
professional and personal insights 
about their career and answer 
questions from the audience.

VENUE
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
5.00pm - 7.00pm
Speaker presentations
7.00pm - 8.00pm
Stand-up networking supper

RSVP
www.trybooking.com/BCDMH
By Monday 17 June 2019

ENQUIRIES
alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

TOGETHER WITH

MONTE’S HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS OFFICE

Invite Years 7-12 Students and Parents to our

CAREER 
INSIGHTS 
EVENING

20
19
W E D N E S D A Y  1 9  J U N E

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494475&


Every week I spend time with teachers, students and parents helping them understand technology and the digital 
world, and present strategies to manage devices at home and at school. Ultimately, I want to ensure they are kept 
safe online and have the ability to thrive in this world, whilst reaping the many benefits the technology has to 
offer.

I am certainly not against technology, against social media or against video games. In fact, I see great benefits to 
incorporating them into our lives and the lives of our children. What I am against however, is the handing over of 
the devices with full access to the internet when there is little understanding of the potential harm and little to no 
safeguards.

We have all heard the stories, seen the headlines and clicked on the alarming clickbait. Stories of grooming where 
the young and vulnerable are lured away from their screens and in to the clutches of some paedophile. Yes those 
stories are out there, and while still a small minority of cases, the consequences are devastating. And aside from 
the grooming, there is the exposure to so much inappropriate, pornographic content that young people are being 
inadvertently sent via social networks and gaming platforms. Recent reports of a young girl finding herself in a sex 
chat room in the kids gaming platform Roblox is just one of mention.

What happens when kids find themselves in dangerous or perverted circumstances is usually the result of playing 
in playgrounds that they are just not cognitively and socially and emotionally developed enough to handle. When 
we place a child in an adult space, where adults are hanging out, (many of whom don’t have their best interests at 
heart), we are asking them to make decisions and judgements and think in the critical ways that they are simply 
not equipped for.

In my student sessions we discuss how easy it is to be someone else online and how we can better arm ourselves 
with the skills and thinking to make accurate judgements about someone’s identity. When I show them a picture 
of a made-up avatar with a picture of Justin Bieber and I ask them to tell me how they would know if he was the 
real deal, I get the same responses every time. Every single time from kids as young as 8 right through to those 
hitting their teens, I am met with suggestions such as “I would just ask him the name of his first song he wrote, not 
the one he released as not many people would know that”. Or “I would ask him the name of his first pet?” Or “I 
would ask him things that only really hard-core fans would know and ask him to tell me really quickly before he 
had time to google it”.

Every week when I do this exercise I am reminded that they are just not there yet. Their brain development is just 
not at a point where it can accurately make these decisions and come to the right conclusions. It isn’t because 
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they are naïve, or stupid, it is simply because they haven’t been on this earth long enough, and their brain has not 
had the chance to grow and learn and think in ways that are beyond what we are expecting of them.

Now, as I said I am not against kids playing in some of these places but it must be done with absolute supervision 
while they are young. That means finding out about the platform they are wanting to hang out in. Finding out how 
you can make it as safe as you possibly can. Find out what settings to put in place and what 3rd party software 
you may need to look at to keep things under control and away from curious eyes.

If you are deciding to allow your child to have a device, search the internet, open a social media account or to play 
an online game, make sure that while you must certainly be teaching them the skills and thinking they will need, 
you cannot rely on that teaching alone. So, check age guidelines and if you think your child can manage and you 
are prepared to put in the time with them, then you must:

Play that game: have a go with at playing that game even if it is driving you crazy. You may just have some fun, 
enjoy some bonding and most importantly be able to have the most relevant conversations about any themes, 
content or possible dangers that may be found while playing.

Go to the settings: Always, always, check out what is available in the settings to make the experience as safe and 
user friendly as possible. This is where you can select who can contact your child, who can see their content, what 
content they can see, who can comment to them, what they can say, what words or phrases they can hear etc.

Google the potential risks: Understand some of the risks that have been associated with the game or app so you 
know you are doing all you can to avoid that risk.

Connect with your child: Talk to your child about what they like to do. We don’t always have to be lecturing 
about what not to do online, but we can certainly be speaking about the positive elements and how we can 
encourage them to find ways to enjoy the good rather

Watch them in this playground: Just as you would when they first take off the training wheels, or first make it on 
to the skatepark, we watch to see how they are going. Check to see if they are learning from past mistakes, to see 
if they have a back-up plan, to warn if you need to and to help them get back up again should they fall.

We don’t send our kids to adult movies when they are young because they don’t have the cognitive development 
to process much of that content which may well be inappropriate. We don’t send them to the city alone full of 
strangers and expect them to navigate on their own and make decisions about unfamiliar people and 
surroundings. And so too, we must not hand over the digital world without both the teaching, guidance and 
connection, as well as the safety strategies, the boundaries and the research to know that they have the ability to 
remain safe and make the best decisions for themselves in the online world.

You can attend our upcoming webinar, Managing video games and the next digital craze, at no cost!

As your school is a Parenting Ideas Schools member, you can attend our upcoming webinar Managing video 
games and the next digital craze with Martine Oglethorpe at no cost! Use the voucher code below to register for 
the webinar valued at $37 per person.

About the webinar
When it comes to kids and video games there’s so much for parents to learn. Why are kids so fascinated? How to 
manage the next craze? How to assess a game’s suitability for your kids? And there are so many decisions you 
have to make as a parent when your kids become interested in the video game craze. Should you ban your child 
or young person? What’s the best approach to take? When should you worry? Join parenting and technology 
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