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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

"Single-sex education offers our
young women an environment
where there is no glass ceiling, or
in fact any ceiling at all, as they
are totally immersed in a world
where females have access to
100% of every opportunity."

Dear Parents and Friends of Monte,
This term, our girls have experienced a plethora of opportunities
that augment student potential, such as interactive Languages
Week enjoyed by our students and staff. Other programs such
as Year 10 Career Interviews, where students are provided
with a unique aptitude and career profile, have acted as an
authentic vehicle for girls to be champions of a broader vision
of what is possible for them in an all-girls learning environment.
An all-girls school plays a key role in providing an education that
frees them to navigate their learning without the constraints of
gender bias that exist within workplaces and society. At Monte,
it is our mission to support our young women with transferable,
authentic experiences, ones that will inspire them to smash the
patriarchal glass ceiling and dismiss the stereotypical societal
skews that may influence subject, university and subsequent
career choices.
Single-sex education offers our young women an environment
where there is no glass ceiling, or in fact any ceiling at all, as
they are totally immersed in a world where females have
access to 100% of every opportunity. At Monte, there are no
gender quotas to wrestle with and no gender percentage gaps
to grapple with – our students see themselves as having every
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opportunity of unlimited and attainable choice. This is clearly
evident when our girls are inspired by each other, as well as
by extraordinary mentors in education, and industries such
as engineering, science and design (uniquely enabled by our
Career Insights Evening this week.)
These mentors are directly influencing the next generation
of Monte women, women who will smash the glass ceiling by
exposing the outdated stereotypes that perpetuate it, only to
reveal success at every table, within every realm.
I look forward to welcoming you to the College NAIDOC
celebrations next week at the renowned Maruku Marketplace
Art Exhibition and Biamunga Yarn-Up. We acknowledge the
indispensable role that indigenous women have played - and
continue to play as significant role models for our nation
and across the globe. We wish our Indigenous Sisters a safe
journey as they travel to Monte this weekend.
God Bless,
Mrs Nicole Christensen
Principal
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YEAR 10 PLAY NIGHT

FROM THE HEAD OF PERFORMING
ARTS

Ms Amber Thomas
Head of Performing Arts

SPOTLIGHT ON DRAMA AND THEATRE
Year 10 Play Night
Congratulations to students from the Year 10 - 200hr Drama
class, who performed last Thursday evening. Isabella Doyle,
Jessica Larkin, Indiana Lomas, Veronika Young, Chloe Krikorian,
Sophie Malek, Claire Le Blond and Emma Bickersteth performed
The Cagebirds with confidence and played their diverse
characters brilliantly. Congratulations to Ms Anne Sheridan and
her students for creating a fantastic evening of drama.
Thank you also to the wonderful audience and student helpers
Mia Abbott (Year 11) and Charlotte Murray (Year 11) on lighting
and Katelyn Lam (Year 9) and Ruby Rigg-Smith (Year 9) on
program design. Thank you too, to Mr Owen Leishman and
Ms Kiya Suitz for their support with AV at rehearsals and the
performance.
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FROM THE HEAD OF PERFORMING ARTS

IB DIPLOMA THEATRE
"The Diploma Theatre course is a multifaceted theatre-making
course of study. It gives students the opportunity to make
theatre as creators, designers, directors and performers. It
emphasises the importance of working both individually and
collaboratively as part of an ensemble. It offers the opportunity
to engage actively in the creative process, transforming ideas
into action as inquisitive and productive artists." International
Baccalaureate Organisation.

Year 12 Theatre

Year 10 Play Night Student Reflection
On Thursday 13 June, members of the Year 10 – 200hr
Drama class performed the play The Cagebirds, which is an
absurdist, one-act production written by David Campton. After
many weeks of rehearsals, it was finally time to perform. We had
multifaceted characters, inventive costumes and our dialogue
was ready to roll.
It was with great excitement that we caught the lift down to the
stage area, and, waiting in the wings, we could hear the buzz
of the audience building. The silence backstage was electric as
we realised that our moment had come; the kind of silence that
kept us on our toes because we knew we were going to give of
our best out there on stage.
The whole experience was incredible; we had a lot of fun as a
group preparing for the play, and we were very proud to be able
to showcase it to family and friends.
Claire Le Blond, Year 10

HSC DRAMA AT MONTE
Year 12 Drama

On Thursday 20 June, the Year 12 Theatre students will enact
for an audience in the O’Regan Arts and Cultural Common
(ACC) Theatre, the final performances of their Collaborative
Projects. The students have worked with passion and flair to
create original works emanating from an agreed starting point.
Students Ellianna Campbell, Katie Walsh and Olivia Morahan
have created a piece entitled Russian Blonde in Space, which
represents the experiences of Valentina Tereshkova, a young
girl from rural Russia who grew up to be the first woman
cosmonaut to ever travel to space.
Charlotte Leamon, Alexandra Ellwood, Isobel Pike and Bronte
Lawrence’s performance, The Crossroads of the Cabaret focusses
on Maria, a cabaret dancer in revolutionary Russia who needs
more from her life. Her ambition is driven by torturous thoughts
encouraging her to gain fame no matter the consequences. She
claims another's identity - the daughter of once famous Grigori
Rasputin. Interestingly, and independent of each other, both
groups have been drawn to stories from Russia.

Year 11 Theatre
Currently, Year 11 Theatre students are exploring Suzanne
Spunner’s Australian play, Running up a Dress, and are preparing
to mount a production of the play for performance in early
Term 3. This significant feminist play explores the importance of
mother-daughter relationships, focussing on the role that
mothers play in shaping the behaviour, values and attitudes of
their daughters as those daughters grow and become mothers
themselves. The play uses sewing as a powerful symbol of
creation and the interconnectedness of mothers and daughters
and how they are bound together by the threads of life and
dressmaking.

Year 12 HSC Drama students are working hard on their Group
Devised Projects and Individual options (including performance
monologues) for their HSC early next term.

The production is entirely student-driven. Throughout the
collaborative process, the students have taken on multiple
creative roles including direction, dramaturgy, performance
and production design in order to bring the page to the stage.

We welcome all guests to the Year 12 HSC Drama Night on
Tuesday 25 June, in room OR402 (O’Regan Arts and Cultural
Common, Level Four).

Family and friends are invited to the performance of
Running up A Dress in the ACC theatre on Tuesday 6 August
at 6:00pm.
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FROM THE HEAD OF PERFORMING ARTS

2 0 20

College Production

IT’S OFFICIAL! THE 2020 COLLEGE PRODUCTION IS WICKED!
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz, Book by Winnie Holzman, based on original novel
by Gregory Maguire.
This incredibly popular musical tells the untold story of an unlikely but profound friendship
between two girls who first meet as sorcery students at Shiz University; the blonde and
very popular Glinda and a misunderstood green girl named Elphaba.
Following an encounter with The Wonderful Wizard of Oz, their friendship reaches
a crossroads and their lives take very different paths. Glinda's unflinching desire for
popularity sees her seduced by power while Elphaba's determination to remain true to
herself, and to those around her, will have unexpected and shocking consequences for her
future.
Their extraordinary adventures in Oz will ultimately see them fulfil their destinies as Glinda
the Good and the Wicked Witch of the West.
Auditions will be held in Term 3, in the week beginning 26 August. Students should stay
tuned for more information about preparation and how to sign up for an audition.

2020 SHOW DATES
Tuesday 17 March
Wednesday 18 March
Friday 20 March		
Saturday 21 March
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1:00pm Preview
7:00pm Gala Opening Night
7:00pm
1:00pm and 7:00pm
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SR LECIA’S THOUGHTS

Sister Lecia Coombe RSM

On Sunday 23 June, our Church celebrates Corpus Christi – the
most holy body and blood of Jesus Christ. The big question will
surely arise for us: “Why do we have this celebration, considering
the body and blood of Jesus is already central to every Mass
we celebrate?” The answer is that this solemnity gives us
opportunity to dwell on what we ordinarily take for granted, and
also to realise there is another dimension to this solemnity. How
often do we pause to think that we are the body of Christ? Since
we are the dwelling places of God, we are intimately united with
Jesus. Indeed, we are ‘one’ with the body of Christ.
The Corpus Christi processions through our streets have been
a reminder of this ‘oneness’ and beg the question: “Are we really
the kind of community we are called to be?” To help us discern
this matter, we could ponder the Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23
-26. Our situation is different from that of those early Corinthian
converts, but the principles remain. Paul pinpoints the problems
and prescribes the antidote.
During the unsettled times of Post Vatican II, various
interpretations of its teachings arose, one being that adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction are unliturgical, a
thing of the past. Yet the pendulum of change has come to rest,
and these devotions are becoming popular again.
Interestingly, the upcoming Plenary Council 2020 has now put
out an agenda matching the question: “What do you think the
Holy Spirit is asking of us today?” Overwhelmingly, people want to
discover the best ways of being a loving, caring, compassionate
and evangelising community. Is this not what it means to be the
body of Christ, bringing God’s light to the world?
Few of us can be said to be wise or wealthy, or belong to noble
families, but God has chosen what is foolish, to shame the wise.
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength! We are not
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INSTITUTION OF THE EUCHARIST
THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST
chosen because we are well suited, but God does equip us to
do His work: to be Christ’s ambassadors, His apostles sent to
love the world by our kindness and goodness to one another.
In the Gospel Luke 9:11-17, Jesus welcomes the people, cures
the sick, speaks to them of the Kingdom of God, and feeds
the hungry in a lonely place. Does he do the same for us? Yes!
Usually through the kindness of others. Whilst it is wrong to take
the Scriptures literally, it is unwise to reject them, as they have
bearing on our lives today, though in a different context.
With these few thoughts as background, plus a little time
devoted to these relevant Scripture passages over the next
week, may we better understand the full meaning of Corpus
Christi and our vital place in it.
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SPOTLIGHT ON TJUNGURINGINYI
The 2019 NAIDOC Week theme Voice, Treaty, Truth: Let’s
Work Together for a Shared Future is an opportunity to
celebrate the social justice cultural exchange partnership we
have with Anangu people, of which Maruku Arts are an integral
part. Maruku Arts is an Anangu Arts and Culture organisation,
based in the Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park. Maruku means
'Belonging to Black', and it serves the communities across
APY and NPY Lands; a tri-state border that links the Northern
Territory, South Australia and Western Australia, which are the
traditional ancestral homelands of the Anangu people.
People from 28 communities paint and make traditional wood
objects containing history and knowledge that can teach us
about Indigenous wisdom and their spiritual connections
to lands. When you ask a desert artist about their work,
they describe it in terms of storytelling; a process of sharing
knowledge that resonates strongly through their word for
‘story’ which is the same word for 'law' - tjukurpa.
Ceremony is a lived performance of knowledge-sharing known
as inma, meaning both song and dance simultaneously. Songs
are sung, like for us libraries are filled with books. Anangu
language is older than the oldest of languages, and forms
around the principle of a sacred circle - a coming together.
Ms Kate Watson
Head of Visual Arts

ARTISTS BILLIE AND LULU COOLEY

JOIN US AT THE OPENING NIGHT OF MARUKU MARKETPLACE
TUESDAY 25 JUNE
6:00pm Biamunga Yarn-Up (FREE: Reserve your seats)
7:00pm Maruku Marketplace
We have the opportunity this year, to again make contact with the idea of what Anangu
call tjunguringinyi (coming together) to share in learning, and a love of the arts.
Artwork Untitled
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By MATTERS
Rene Kulitja
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LAUREN BRYANT, MONIQUE MANNING AND SOPHIA SKAPARIS
REPRESENTING GERMANY

YVONNE BECHARA, CHIARA D’AMBROSIO AND ZOE COBCROFT
REPRESENTING HONDURAS

SPOTLIGHT ON GLOBAL LEARNING
Northern District
Model United Nations Assembly
Over the weekend, six Year 11 students were accompanied
by Ms Josephine Suchy and Mr Christopher Bridge to the
Northern District Model United Nations Assembly.

Many Rotary volunteers and teachers commented upon
this and they were certainly two of the best speeches of the
weekend.

The girls in attendance were Monique Manning, Sophia
Skaparis, Lauren Bryant, Yvonne Bechara, Chiara D’Ambrosio
and Zoe Cobcroft.

Similar to the real world of global diplomacy, SHORE’s
USA team monopolised proceedings with the old, cranky
Secretary General giving them three times as many speaking
opportunities as almost every other team, thus winning the
competition thanks to their Trumpian rhetoric, which the
aforementioned delighted in.

Both Monte teams were strong competitors, and Monique
Manning, representing Germany, made a particularly
impressive speech FOR Resolution 1: Trade Treaties. “This
Assembly notes with concern that many trade treaties
contain provisions that allow multinational companies to
sue national governments for losses they incur as the result
of the impact of environmental or other legislation enacted
by those governments. We believe that this practice places
the interests of private companies above those of elected
governments and their constituents and should be legislated
against by governments”.
Yvonne Bechara, representing Honduras, argued AGAINST
Resolution 3: Women’s Rights. “The General Assembly notes
with concern that, despite recent advances, women and
girls in many countries are oppressed, discriminated against
and denied basic rights such as education. We believe that
such matters should not depend solely on the decisions of
sovereign governments but should rather be the subject of an
internationally accepted Bill of Rights, and that nations that do
not adhere must agree to targeted programs to meet the Bill
of Rights objectives and obligations.”
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Again, just like the injustices of the real world, Sri Lanka
were awarded second place. Sri Lanka, what? They’re not a
big global player, you may be thinking. They were, however,
represented by the hosting school (Epping Boys High School)
and also given three-times the speaking opportunities of
other countries. This may have been due to them providing
the oft mentioned “free use of their school hall”.
The girls had a fabulous time and truly had the opportunity
to exercise their critical thinking skills. We are so very proud
of them.
Ms Josephine Suchy
Teacher, Religious Education and HSIE
Project Leader, Religious Education
Mr Christopher Bridge
Teacher, Geography and History
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Monte Idol
2019
MONTE IDOL HEAT 3

MUSIC REPORT

Monte Idol

Rehearsals

Congratulations to Madeleine Galilee (Year 9) and Anwen
O’Farrell (Year 9) who have progressed through to the Grand
Final of Monte Idol 2019. The final heat will be held on Friday
21 June. The Grand Final will be held in the O’Regan Arts and
Cultural Common Theatre on Wednesday 26 June at 12:45pm.
Entry is with a gold coin donation in support of Project Timor.

Please take note of the following rehearsal times for next
week.

Eisteddfod Success
Congratulations to all the ensembles that have performed so
well at the Sydney Eisteddfod this week. The Orchestra placed
4th in their section, Senior Stage Band gave an amazing
performance and were very unfortunate not to place. The
Junior Stage Band were the winners of their section. They are
the first Monte Junior Stage Band to win this section!

Junior Stage Band:

No rehearsal

Senior Stage Band:

Friday 21 June at 7:20am

Concert Band:		
Monday 24 June at 7:20am
Students are to be dressed in full winter uniform and meet in
the foyer of the Chatswood Concourse at 4:30pm with their
instrument.
Wind Ensemble:		
Tuesday 25 June at 7:20am
Students are to be dressed in full winter uniform and meet in the
foyer of the Chatswood Concourse at 6:00pm.
Orchestra:		

Wednesday 26 June at 7:20am

Ms Catherine Walmsley
Leader of Instrumental Music
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THE SENIOR B TEAM
FRIDAY EVENING DEBATING GRAND FINALISTS

DEBATING REPORT
ISDA

Archdale

Last Friday marked the final Monte team to compete in the
Independent Schools Debating Association (ISDA) competition
this year. Our Senior A team progressed to the semi-finals and
debated against Knox Grammar School.

Our Tuesday night Archdale Debating competition has
seen continued success, with the Senior, Year 9, 8B and 7A
teams winning against Meriden on topics focussed on the
government’s role in society.

Unfortunately, the Senior A team did not win this debate,
however they were the last girls team in the competition,
which in itself is an amazing feat.

As always, this topic area pushed the teams to be creative with
their approach to the debate, a challenge each team member
enjoyed. We anticipate continued success in the competition
over the next two rounds and into the final rounds of the
competition.

This was an exciting finale for the team in their final year of
their Monte debating experience, and each of the girls enjoyed
this competition immensely.

Katie Walsh, Debating Captain

FED
Our Senior B team has progressed to the Grand Final in the
Friday Evening Debating (FED) competition, which is exciting as
Monte has only been in this competition for a few years.
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YEAR 11 MUMS AND CARERS IN BOWRAL

FROM THE PARENTS AND FRIENDS
ASSOCIATION

Weekend in Bowral for Class of 2020
Mums and Carers
The Class of 2020 mums and carers could not have asked
for a more wonderful weekend away, forging new friendships
and reconnecting with old friends. The weekend was full of
laughter and a shared love for our daughters.

Date

Event

Host

Friday
21 June

Year 7 Father Daughter
Pizza Night

P&F

Tuesday
25 June

Maruku Marketplace and
Biamunga Yarn-Up

College

Wednesday
26 June

Year 10 Academic
Conference

College

Friday
28 June

Last Day of Term 2

College

Monday
22 July

First Day of Term 3

College
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The festivities commenced on Friday night for drinks and
dinner in Bowral. Saturday was a beautiful day for our main
event, where over 80 Monte mums enjoyed a relaxed lunch
at the picturesque Bendooley Estate with its great food, wine
and atmosphere. Following lunch, many of the group settled
into Harvey’s Bar to enjoy the sunset by the warmth of an
open fire.
On Sunday the ladies made their extended farewells over
breakfast before heading home. Each mum in attendance
valued and appreciated the opportunity to spend time with
our lovely year group parents and further develop our Monte
community.
Special thanks to the Class Parent Committee; Cheryl Leotta,
Donna Digby, Nicole Halmarick and Lesley Pugh for their
generous time and efforts in organising such an excellent
weekend.
Elizabeth Street, Year 11 Parent
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SPORTS REPORT

Mr Michael Vandervelde
Sport Program Manager

Congratulations
• To the Monte Runners who competed at the NSWCCC
Cross Country Championships - representing CGSSSA.
The following girls placed in the top 10 to earn a spot
in the NSWCCC team that will compete in the NSW All
Schools Championships on the 26 July at Eastern Creek:
• 13 Years: Grace Henry (Year 8)
		
Olivia Gorman (Year 7)

2nd
8th

• 15 Years: Grace Kells (Year 10)
2nd
		
Chelsea Madden (Year 9) 7th
• 18 Years: Kashani Meagher (Year 12) 2nd
• To the Monte Touch Football Years 9/10 Representative
team who competed at the Schools Cup Touch State
Qualifier. They won their pool but lost their quarter-final
in a 'drop off' to Orange after being equal at full time.
Despite the quarter-final loss, the team has qualified for
the National Youth Championships in September.

KASHANI MAHER (YEAR 12) AND MATILDA BRADLEY (YEAR 8)
FLAG BEARERS FOR THE CGSSSA TEAM AT THE
NSWCCC CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

Good Luck
• To the Monte 1 Basketball team who will compete in the
final round of the IGSSA competition. If the team wins,
they will be crowned IGSSA S01 Champions.
• To the Monte Open Representative Basketball team who
will compete at the NSWCCC Basketball Championships.
• To the Monte Aerobics teams who will compete at State
Aerobics Trials on Sunday 30 June at Abbotsleigh.
• To Ashley Hughes (Year 12) who will be playing for
NSWCCC in the NSW All Schools Football Championships
on the 24 and 25 June at Valentine Park.
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GRACE KELLS PLACED 2ND IN THE 15 YEARS GIRLS
NSWCCC CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS
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SPORTS REPORT

Representative Events
Event

Date

Time

Venue

NSWCCC Open
School Teams
Basketball
Championships

24-25
June

8:00am4:00pm

South
Windsor

8:00am4:00pm

Abbotsleigh

Aerobics – 1st State
30 June
Trial
Snow Sports
Sydney Regional
Championships

16-20 July

Thredbo

Netball Umpiring
The following girls have achieved Levels after the last round:
National C Badge
Kayla Cook (Year 9)
Charlotte Cunningham (Year 8)
Junior Level 1
Emma Greenup (Year 9)
Junior Level 2
Elizabeth Mulcahy (Year 7)
Natalya Tyler (Year 8)

Monte Active
Students can join at any time - first session is FREE.
All the details are on MonteConnect/Monte Active.

KATE BARRY (BOTTOM RIGHT)

Gymnastics
Congratulations to Kate Barry (Year 12) who represented
NSW at the 2019 Australian Gymnastics Championships in
Melbourne, winning two gold and two silver medals for her
routines in the Level 9 Women’s Trio.
It’s the end of an era for Kate as she retires after 13 years of
Gymnastics competing at State, National and International
levels, including representing Australia at the World Age
Championships in Belgium in 2018.

Yoga – Tuesday pm & Friday am (OR401)
Zumba – Wednesday pm (CMP)
Fitness – every Morning (Monte Gym)

Swimming at Monte
Monte offers Swimming Squads for fitness and/or for
competition throughout the whole year. The Swim page on
MonteConnect contains all the information.
Contact Mr Jon Bell jbell@monte.nsw.edu.au

Sporting Acknowledgements
If your daughter is involved in any significant sporting events or
achievements please let us know so she can be acknowledged.

Sports Department Staff

#ITSOK2PLAY

Please contact the Sports Department on 9409 6420 or email
mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

Play by the rules.
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NOTICES

Monte Timor Youth Mass
Sunday 23 June

Join the Monte 2019 Timor Immersion girls in celebrating the
Youth Mass at St Mary’s Catholic Church, North Sydney.
DATE:
TIME:
VENUE:
		

Sunday 23 June
6:00pm
St Mary's Catholic Church
Ridge and Miller Streets

Mass will be followed by a bake sale
to raise funds for Project Timor.
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NOTICES

YEAR 10
ACADEMIC CONFERENCE
REMINDER
TIME: 4:00pm-8:00pm (break 6:00pm-6:30pm)
DATE: Wednesday 26 June
VENUE: McQuoin Centre
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2019

BIAMUNGA YARN-UP AND
MARUKU MARKETPLACE
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2019 Monte Rugby Lunch
FRIDAY 9 AUGUST

SUPPORT MONTE’S

Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal
Join us for the most anticipated fundraising
event in the College calendar!
Proceeds raised will go to the Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal, providing
a Mercy education for young Monte women in financial need.

DATE

VENUE

Friday 9 August 2019

Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College

12:00pm for a 12:15pm start

McQuoin Centre / 128 Miller Street, North Sydney

CORPORATE TABLE PACKAGES

TICKETS
ON SALE
NOW!
trybooking.com/BCUKG

To book a corporate table please email
– development@monte.nsw.edu.au

CALLING FOR DONATIONS

If you have a product, service or experience you can donate
please email – development@monte.nsw.edu.au

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

If you can volunteer to assist on the day please email
– development@monte.nsw.edu.au

ENQUIRIES: CONTACT THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE ON 9409 6200

FREE HEARING CHECK

EASY TO USE APP
YOU CAN DOWNLOAD AT HOME

VISIT THE WEBSITE NOW

