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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents and Friends of Monte,

It is with much joy that I welcome new and returning students, 
families and friends to Monte as we commence 2020, our 
dedicated year of Respect for Human Dignity. 

Our thoughts and prayers immediately turn to those who have 
lost loved ones, homes and businesses in what continues to 
be an unprecedented bushfire season for our nation. We are 
fortified by countless stories that are life affirming and we remain 
indebted to the bravery and selfless response of others to those 
in need. This solidarity and spirit is what makes us all proud to 
be Australian. 

As we herald in both a new year and the dawn of a new decade, we 
are inspired to reflect on our Mercy heritage as we acknowledge 
the extraordinary legacy of the Sisters of Mercy, as this year we 
celebrate 155 years of the Sisters of Mercy North Sydney and 
145 years of education. In 1865, Elizabeth McQuoin traversed 
from Liverpool in her pioneering endeavor to uphold the dignity 
and rights of women and children in colonial Sydney. Elizabeth’s 
reputation for educational excellence preceded her, and today, 
the College continues this resolute commitment to educate, 
protect and strengthen the inherent dignity and rights of young 
women so that they may flourish and lead in every realm.

On Tuesday, we had the great privilege of welcoming more than 
200 students in Years 7-11 as they commenced the beginning 
of what will be a unique and rewarding Monte journey. May they 
seize the diverse opportunities that are associated with a Monte 
education and being part of our Monte community.

The College takes the opportunity to laud the formidable 
accomplishments of the Class of 2019 in both the Higher School 
Certificate (HSC) and IB Diploma Programme (IB DP), reflecting 
the culture of teaching distinction and academic excellence that 
is a hallmark of learning at Monte. 

The outstanding achievements of our Year 12 graduates 
demonstrate their tenacity as seekers of knowledge with their 
pursuit of aspirations enabling achievements far exceeding 
expectations.

As many of you may be aware the 2019 HSC school rankings 
and published HSC League tables do not include the results 
of the IB Diploma Programme and therefore do not reveal a 
complete academic results picture. Monte’s position in the top 
55 performing NSW schools does not take into account students 
sitting the IB DP examinations and their substantial and notable 
achievements against world benchmarks. From our analysis, 
considering all results equivalent to the Band 6/E4 benchmark 
used to rank schools in NSW, the inclusion of the achievements 
of our IB Diploma candidates would place the College well within 
the top twenty schools in the state.

"The outstanding 
achievements of our 
Year 12 graduates 
demonstrate their 
tenacity as seekers of 
knowledge with their 
pursuit of aspirations 
enabling achievements far 
exceeding expectations."
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Congratulations to the Class of 2019 
Of the 2019 cohort, 122 students completed the HSC and 65 
completed the IB DP. 

We congratulate Grace Marks (IB DP) for achieving top honours 
with a UAC rank of 99.95, the ninth year Monte has achieved a 
perfect score of 45/45 in the IB DP. 

Other Highlights Included: 

• 8% of the cohort achieved an ATAR over 99.00+ 

• 55% of the cohort achieved an ATAR over 90.00+

• 80 students were named on the HSC Distinguished 
Achievers List (Honour Roll) with 188 individual mentions 
overall.

• 10 nominations for NESA showcase events including 
Alannah Milne who was selected for ARTEXPRESS. 

• Rebecca Walker ranked 1st place in Italian Continuers and 
4th place in Italian Extension. 

Earlier this week the nation acknowledged Australia Day and 
all that defines us a nation. We pay our deepest respects to our 
Indigenous Elders, particularly Yuin Elder and Loreman Uncle 
Max Dulumunmun Harrison, Aunty Julie Smith, Aunty Janette 
and the Kamis who so generously share their gifts of culture with 
our Monte community. 

Wishing every member of the College community a joy filled 
2020. 

God Bless.  
Mrs Nicole Christensen 
Principal

CLICK FOR THE 2019 ACADEMIC RESULTS

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au/files/4415/7947/4757/2019_Academic_Results_Brochure_WEBSITE.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Alumni%20-%20Welcome%20to%202020%20Upcoming%20Events&utm_content=Alumni%20-%20Welcome%20to%202020%20Upcoming%20Events+CID_267d14100cd1f1627c6901bbc505450d&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=View%20the%202019%20Academic%20Results%20Brochure
http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au/files/4415/7947/4757/2019_Academic_Results_Brochure_WEBSITE.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Alumni%20-%20Welcome%20to%202020%20Upcoming%20Events&utm_content=Alumni%20-%20Welcome%20to%202020%20Upcoming%20Events+CID_267d14100cd1f1627c6901bbc505450d&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&utm_term=View%20the%202019%20Academic%20Results%20Brochure
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
ADMINISTRATION

Mr Joe Galletta 
Deputy Principal Administration

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all students, 
staff and parents and carers back to Monte for 2020. I hope 
that Christmas and the New Year break have allowed everyone 
to reflect, refresh and welcome the opportunities that 2020 
will undoubtedly provide. A special welcome to our new Year 
7 cohort and their families, as well as new students in Years 
8-12. We hope you feel part of the Monte community from the 
very start.
 
From an administrative perspective, it has been a busy break as 
we prepare for the upcoming year. The process, which began 
last year with Year 11 and Year 9 subject selection, reached its 
climax as students received their timetables on their first day. 
New teachers, new classes and new rooms make for an exciting 
start to the year. This new beginning is a chance for students to 
rekindle their passion for learning and it is a chance to commit 
to new curriculum, new faces and new activities.

There are a number of big community and academic events 
throughout the first few weeks, including iLearn rollouts for 
Years 7 and 10, the Laureate Assembly in Week 2, the College 
Swimming Carnival on Friday 7 February at North Sydney 
Pool, Parent Information Evenings, the Year 7 Welcome Mass 
& Dinner, the Year 12 Father Daughter Dinner Dance and the 
College Welcome Cocktail Party on Friday 21 February.

If any parents or carers have questions about their daughters’ 
subject selections or combinations, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at jgalletta@monte.nsw.edu.au. I will endeavour to 
assist in any way possible. 

Have a great 2020!

mailto:jgalletta%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
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SR LECIA’S THOUGHTS

Deep Learning and Trees

Were you surprised this week by ‘a new deed’ the Lord has done? 
In my ponderings, I saw the ability to learn is in itself a miracle. 

Long ago, I heard a poem called Trees, but could not memorise 
it because I lacked knowledge of related concepts. With the 
experience of life behind me, it is now easy, and I can transfer my 
learning to other situations. To this day, how the brain actually 
processes and accomplishes such deep and lasting learning 
remains a mystery. As teachers we can only facilitate this process, 
building on the work of parents, the first and greatest educators of 
your children. 

Trees was written in the early twentieth century by an Englishman, 
who must have assumed the name of Joyce.  It may not have been 
safe for him as a man, to use such feminine imagery. Thank God, 
all this has changed, as we have come to a better understanding 
of our complementary differences. Such ‘new deeds’ are forever 
happening.

Joyce Kilmer’s poem begins: “I think that I shall never see a poem 
lovely as a tree”. Then it speaks of its hungry mouth “pressed 

against the Earth’s sweet flowing breast”. After several more 
images, it concludes: “Poems are made by fools like me, but only 
God can make a tree.” 

In 1922, Oscar Rasbach’s song, using the exact words of Kilmer’s 
poem, was published. The lovely piano accompaniment adds an 
extra aid to deep learning. During high school I relished our choral 
rendition of this song, which remains my favourite. There are 
literary intellectuals who frown upon poetry being set to music. 
I disagree. Some of the best music ever written has been set to 
poetry to create inspiring hymns and songs.

As we become more aware of ourselves as stewards of creation, 
rather than users and abusers, trees resume utmost significance. 
Of all creations, they are the most long-lived. It is believed the olive 
trees that witnessed the Agony of Jesus are still alive today. 

Be that as it may, trees have been with us since the beginning 
of Creation. They have always captured the energy of the sun, 
converting it with other elements, into a form accessible to us 
as food, shelter and fuel. Destruction of forests has led to the 
permanent loss of species, and the consequences are grave, 
whichever way we look at them.

Recently I was impressed by The Queen's Commonwealth 
Canopy; a project that unites Commonwealth countries and 
conserves indigenous forests for future generations. May we too 
grow in such wisdom, by standing beside a tree and allowing the 
Holy Spirit to pray in and for us to the Tree of Life, who is The Holy 
Trinity, one God.

May your week be blessed by trees.  
You can read the full poem HERE. 
You can learn more about The Queen's Canopy HERE.

Sister Lecia Coombe RSM

THE FORESTS OF K'GARI (FRASER ISLAND) 
A PROJECT UNDER THE QUEEN'S COMMONWEALTH CANOPY

IMAGE: FORESTS OF K'GARI (FRASER ISLAND)

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/poems/12744/trees
https://queenscommonwealthcanopy.org/
https://queenscommonwealthcanopy.org/projects/forests-kgari-fraser-island/
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YEAR 12 Information Session 
TUESDAY 4 FEBRUARY

YEAR 11 Information Session 
WEDNESDAY 12 FEBRUARY

YEAR 10 Information Session 
MONDAY 10 FEBRUARY

Welcome to the Year 12 Academic Year.

We will be holding an Information Session for Parents of Year 12 
students on Tuesday 4 February 2020.  

We appreciate that your time is valuable and have therefore 
divided the evening into sessions, allowing you to attend that 
which is relevant to your daughter’s program of study. Details are 
as follows:

Venue: O'Regan Arts and Cultural Common Theatre

Date: Tuesday 4 February 2020

Time: 6:00pm  IB DP Parent Information Session  
   (IB DP Parents Only)

  6:45pm  Combined HSC and IB Information Session  
   (All Parents)

  7:30pm  HSC Parent Information Session  
   (HSC Parents Only)

Welcome to 2020.

Please note this upcoming information session, specific to 
Parents of students beginning Year 11 in both HSC and IB 
programs. This event will be held in the ACC Theatre, starting at 
6:00pm on Wednesday 12 February 2020.   

This event is for parents and carers only and will include 
information on the pastoral program, timetabling, assessment, 
reporting, results and CAS requirements. The session is also an 
opportunity to address any questions you may have. 

Venue: O'Regan Arts and Cultural Common Theatre

Date: Wednesday 12 February 2020

Time: 6:00pm

Welcome to 2020 and to a new school year in which your 
daughter begins her Senior School journey. 

In order to facilitate a smooth transition into Year 10, please note 
this important event in your calendar as your daughter moves 
into the Senior School at the College. 

Venue: McQuoin Centre

Date: Monday 10 February 2020

Time: 6:00pm

This event will present important information about the pastoral 
and academic aspects specific to senior schooling at the College 
and therefore it is compulsory for all Year 10 girls to attend and it 
is anticipated that at least one parent will also be present. 

The session will be presented by a number of senior staff such 
as the Director Senior School, Deputy Principal Curriculum, 
Higher Education and Careers Advisor and our Head of Year 10.

Welcome to 2020.

We invite parents and carers to important, year group specific 
information evenings. Please note these in your calendar. 

I wish your daughter the very best for a happy, productive and 
successful year of schooling. If I can be of assistance with 
academic concerns during the course of 2020, please do not 
hesitate to contact me when the College academic year begins.

Regards, 
Kim Vandervelde 
kvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

FROM THE DIRECTOR  
SENIOR SCHOOL

Ms Kim Vandervelde 
Director Senior School

mailto:kvandervelde%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
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FROM THE MANAGER, LIBRARY &  
INFORMATION SCIENCE

Ms Deborah Brown 
Manager, Library & Information Science

Beyond Books
If I had to encapsulate the ethos of the College Library in one 
word, it would be ‘Welcome’. As the Library staff chat to the new 
students commencing their studies at Monte this year, we can 
sense their combined excitement and nervousness. First-day-of-
school nerves are not just for Year 7 students!

The Library is a place where every student is welcome, and 
where every student will find themselves reflected in a story on 
the written page. Within our collection, both online and in print, 
the most extraordinary range of diverse voices and experiences 
are represented. This is a deliberate curatorial strategy to both 
connect with our students’ lives, and to give them insight into lives 
that may be very different from their own.

It is this concept of the window that reading provides into the lives 
of others that dovetails so well with Monte’s Mercy theme for 2020, 
Respect for Human Dignity. When we give voice to the voiceless by 
reading the stories of the marginalised and the stigmatised, we are 
effectively saying “I see you; I hear you”. We are opening our hearts 
and minds and explicitly acknowledging that people different to us 
are neither inferior nor superior to us. We are recognising that all 
stories, and lives, have inherent value.

Similarly, by actively cultivating a welcoming Library environment 
at Monte, we are acknowledging the dignity in every one of 
our students and saying, “You are welcome in this space”. We 
recognise that not all students are necessarily keen readers, or 
enthusiastic researchers, but there is a place for everyone here: 
it might be where students meet for work on a group assignment, 
to print out their assignments or get their devices charged, where 
someone curls up in an armchair with a book, meets a teacher for 
homework help at our Study Centre or joins in with our Ladies & 
Literature Book Club.

I look forward to communicating with you each term through 
this column in Monte Matters. Our Library is so much more than 
a collection of books on shelves (not to understate the value of 
books on shelves!). We are an online repository of research 
sources, eBooks and audiobooks; we are multimedia collections, 
tools for information management and academic honesty; we 
are the place for events that challenge and stimulate such as 
The Human Library and Write a Book in a Day; we are a force for 
community engagement through our Parent Book Club and Turn 
the Page parent/student reading partnership. 

If you are at the College for any reason this term, feel free to drop by 
and look in on our beautiful Library. You, too, are always welcome.
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SPORT REPORT

Mr Michael Vandervelde 
Sport Program Manager

Congratulations
 · To Madeleine McLeay (Year 12) who competed in the 29er 

Australian Youth Sailing Championships in January on Port 
Phillip Bay. Madeleine and her crew performed exceptionally 
well, and they were announced as Female National Champion 
and Female Youth National Champion. The team now qualifies 
for the Australian Youth Sailing Team and a NSWIS Scholarship 
for Sailing. In December, Madeleine’s crew will be representing 
Australia at the Youth World Sailing Championships in 
Salvador, Brazil.

 · To Mina Ferguson (Year 11) who has been selected for the 
Australian Youth Sailing Team after competing at the Australian 
Youth Sailing Championships in the Laser category.

 · To Hannah Parker (Year 12) who competed in the State 
10,000m Walk (25 laps of a 400m track) finishing 5th overall 
(with Becki Smith, Olympian, placing 1st). Hannah received 
a bronze medal in the U20’s, after achieving a remarkable 
personal best time of 56 minutes, 23 seconds.

MADELEINE (YEAR 12) AT THE 29ER AUSTRALIAN YOUTH SAILING CHAMPIONSHIPS

CASSANDRA (YEAR 9) AT THE FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS 
NATIONAL FINALS DANCE COMPETITION

Welcome back to continuing students and welcome to the 
College for those of you who are beginning this year. 

 · To Cassandra Caruana (Year 9) who competed in the Follow 
Your Dreams (FYD) National Finals Dance Competition in 
Melbourne. Cassandra won the 13 years Lyrical and 13 years 
Open and was awarded the titles of FYD National Lyrical 
Champion and FYD National Open Champion. Cassandra was 
also selected for the prestigious Dance Prescription Team for 
2020 and has been appointed as an Ambassador for Act Now 
Speak Later, a project initiative that encourages people to use 
their talents in order to raise awareness and funds for patients 
and families battling cancer.
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SPORTS REPORT

Upcoming Representative Events (Next 3 Weeks)
Event Date Time Venue

CGSSSA Softball Carnival 10 February 8:00am-3:30pm Rouse Hill

CGSSSA Cricket Carnival 18 February 8:00am-3:30pm Queens Park

CGSSSA Touch Football 26 February 8:00am-3:30pm Queens Park

All Schools Triathlon (Teams) 27 February 8:00am-1:30pm Penrith

Upcoming Individual Representative Trials (Next 3 Weeks)
Event Nominations Trials Venue

CCC Cricket 12 February 17 February Raby

CCC Softball 7 February 24 February Milperra

All Schools Triathlon (Individuals) 19 February 28 February Penrith

CCC Tennis 24 February 2 March Parramatta

2020 Sport Department Staff

Mr Michael Vandervelde, Sports Program Manager  
Water Polo, Tennis, Football (Soccer), Sailing, Cricket and  
Tae Kwon Do. 
9409 6420 | mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

Mrs Liz Morgan, Sports Administrator
Hockey, Dance, Aerobics, and Softball. 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
9409 6421 | lmorgan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Mrs Tania Dorahy, Head Netball Coach 
Coaching Development, Triathlon, AFL, Cross Country and  
Emerging Athlete Support Program.  
9409 6422 | tdorahy@monte.nsw.edu.au

Ms Katie Barton, Netball, Monte Active, Snowsports, Volleyball 
and Duke of Edinburgh Award.  
9409 6423 | kbarton@monte.nsw.edu.au

Mr Matthew Rowan, Touch Football, Rugby 7’s, Basketball  
and Athletics. 
9409 6487 | mrowan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Mr Jon Bell, Swimming Coach 
Located at the College Pool before and after school hours. 
jbell@monte.nsw.edu.au

Communication

Most sport-specific communications will be sent directly 
to parents, carers and students via email. Further seasonal 
sporting information is accessible through MonteConnect.

MonteConnect

MonteConnect hosts information relating to each sport and 
activity in the Monte Sports Program, such as draws, venues, 
rules, training times, information notes and permission slips.

Parents and carers can access this information via the home 
page of the College website, through the MonteConnect button. 

College Swimming Carnival

The College Swimming Carnival is on Friday 7 February. The 
Carnival is a half-day and is compulsory for all students. A 
detailed information note was distributed via email this week, 
and the Parent Information Note and the Carnival Program are 
available on MonteConnect/Swimming Carnival. 

A draft of the competitor/start list for swimming events will 
be available on Friday 31 January. This list will be finalised 
and confirmed on Wednesday 5 February. Any students that 
need to withdraw from events must contact Mr Vandervelde by 
Monday 3 February.

Contact Sport Department prior to nomination closing date 
for more details. Trials are for high level representative players 
and are subject to approval from the Sports Program Manager. 
Further details are available on Catholic Schools Sports website 
(formally the NSWCCC website).

Please note the new NSWCCC website. Students will need to 
register with them to participate in nominations for the NSWCCC 
Representative Trials. Parents can find information on the 
process for registration via this LINK.

mailto:mvandervelde%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:lmorgan%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:tdorahy%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:kbarton%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:mrowan%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
mailto:jbell%40monte.nsw.edu.au%20?subject=
http://www.monte.nsw.edu.au 
https://csnsw.sport/
https://csnsw.sport/
https://csnsw.sport/help/help-guide-for-parents
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SPORTS REPORT

Activities Program
The following activities are running in Term 1. 
The first class is FREE, and we encourage students to come 
along and try it out. Further details are posted on MonteConnect/
Sport.
Yoga  Tuesday 3:30pm-4:30pm in OR401
Yoga  Friday 7:00am-8:00am in OR401
Tae Kwon Do  Monday 3:30pm-4:30pm in CMP
Monte Active Fitness commences in Week 2 of Term 1. The 
details have been emailed to students. 

AFL
Year 7 training/final trials are on Monday 3 February at Gore 
Hill Oval, St Leonards (home of the North Shore Bombers) at 
6:30am-7:30am. Students will then catch public transport back 
to the College with their coach.

Competition matches for all teams commence on Saturday 
afternoons from Saturday 8 February. The details have been 
emailed to all players. Should you have any queries, please 
contact Ms Tania Dorahy in the Sports Department. 

Cricket
Selection trials for the Monte Representative Open Cricket team 
(which will be competing at the CGSSSA Championships on 18 
February) commence next week. Trials are in the afternoon at 
St Leonards Park on Wednesday 5 February and Wednesday  
12 February. Students who are interested in trialling can obtain 
further details on MonteConnect.

Netball
Netball grading began this week and further details have been 
emailed to students and parents. Students are expected to 
attend EVERY trial date for their age group and permission notes 
MUST be returned prior to being allowed to trial. All students will 
be placed in a team if they trial at Monte. 

Sailing
The newly established Monte Teams Sailing Program with 
Middle Harbour Yacht Club (MHYC) will continue in Term 1 
with four training sessions, three regattas and the selection of 
teams for the NSW All Schools Championships. Experienced 
sailors who are not participating in the Training Program with 
MHYC and are interested in the NSW All Schools Teams Racing 
Championships should contact Mr Vandervelde as soon as 
possible.

Softball
Softball games recommence on Saturday 1 February, with a 
game at 10:15am and umpiring at 12:00pm.

Swimming
Monte offers Swimming squads for fitness and/or for 
competition throughout the year. Further information can be 
found on MonteConnect/Swim. Please contact Mr Jon Bell with 
any queries.

Tennis
Tennis training begins next week and the competition will 
commence on Saturday 8 February. Details will be emailed 
once the draw has been finalised. A number of teams and team 
numbers have changed as girls move from Year 7 into Juniors 
and Juniors into Seniors. Girls will be emailed their new teams 
during this week. Year 7 players will have practice matches on 
Saturday 1 February at Wakehurst Tennis Centre, Seaforth from 
9:00am-11:00am. 

Touch Football
Year 7 training/final trials are on Tuesday 4 February at Tunks 
Park, Cammeray. The bus departs the College main gates at 
3:40pm. Students are to meet at the gates at 3:35pm in their full 
and correct training uniform.

Competition matches for all teams commences on Saturday 8 
February. The details have been emailed to all players. Matches 
for Monte teams 1, 2, 8 and 9 will take place on Saturday 1 
February. These teams will receive an email with further details.

Water Polo
Water Polo competitions commence on Saturday 8 February. 
Further details will be emailed to players once the draw has 
been finalised. Many teams and team numbers have changed 
from last term as girls move from Year 7 into Juniors and 
Juniors into Seniors. Girls will receive an email this week with 
the details of their new teams and training times. Year 7 players 
will have a final grading session on Saturday 1 February from 
4:30pm-6:00pm at the College Pool.



PAGE  /  12MONTE MATTERS 31 January 2020  /  TERM 1 WEEK 1

SPORTS REPORT

Sports Fixtures Newsletter
Each Friday when you receive Monte Matters you will notice a 
link to our weekly Sports Fixtures newsletter. Here, you will find 
the draws for all Monte teams for the upcoming weekend and 
the week to follow.

Sporting Acknowledgements
If your daughter is involved in any significant sporting events/ 
achievements please let us know so she can be acknowledged.

Sports Department Staff
Please contact the Sports Department on 9409 6420 or email 
mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

Training Attendance
As a condition of playing Sport at Monte, students are required 
to attend all training sessions. If a student is sick or injured, 
they MUST notify the relevant staff coordinator and/or the 
coach PRIOR to training. Any student who has an unexplained 
absence from training or who is absent from training on a day 
when she has been marked present at school, will be issued 
with a notification.

Training is an extremely important aspect of team sports. When 
students do not attend training, it can cause major disruptions 
to the session. It is also unfair to the students who do attend 
regularly. We ask that parents do not make arrangements or 
appointments during training time. 

Uniform Expectations
Students who choose to play Sports at the College do so with 
the understanding that they are to wear the correct uniform 
for that particular sport. This rule is also for travel to and from 
the sport where the girls are expected to be in College Sports 
uniform, which may include the College tracksuit. Notifications 
will be issued to students who do not wear the correct uniform 
to training and games.

I look forward to meeting and speaking with many of you 
throughout the course of 2020. If you see me, please do not 
hesitate to introduce yourself and say “hello”.

#ITSOK2PLAY 
"The struggle you're in 
today is developing the 
strength you need for 
tomorrow. Don't give up."   
     Robert Tew

http://mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au
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s

AN INVITATION FROM
Mrs Nicole Christensen, College Principal 

&
Mrs Samantha Parker, President Parents & Friends Association

Date:   Friday 21 February

Time:   6:00pm - 8:00pm

Venue:   O'Regan Arts and Cultural Common Terrace 
   Monte Sant' Angelo Mercy College 
   128 Miller Street, North Sydney

Cost:    $50 per person

RSVP:    Bookings are essential by Monday 17 February 
   https://www.trybooking.com/BIABS

Note:    This is an adult only event. 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Mrs Nicole Christensen, College Principal, and Mrs Samantha Parker, President P&F Association,  
warmly invite you to the 2020 Monte Welcome Cocktail Party. 

The evening is a wonderful opportunity to connect with members of the Monte community,  
including College staff and parents.

https://www.trybooking.com/BIABS
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C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  A C H I E V E M E N T S  O F  W O M E N

International Women’s Day 
Breakfast

WEDNESDAY 4 MARCH 2020

Naomi is the founding National Director of Australia for UNHCR and 
is a passionate advocate for refugees. She has a deep understanding 
of the issues affecting displaced people and is particularly concerned 
with the care and protection of women and children.

Naomi began her career as a diplomat with the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, with postings to the United Nations in New 
York and in the Australian High Commission in India.

Naomi established Australia for UNHCR in 2000. It continues to be 
the only international agency in Australia solely focused on refugees 
and global humanitarian work. 

“I consider it a great privilege to do this job, connecting Australians 
to what has been described as the greatest humanitarian cause of 
our time. I am also very proud about what we have achieved - giving 
refugees access to health services, education, computer training, 
internet access and livelihood opportunities”. Naomi Steer

TIME: 
7:00am - 8:30am

COST: 
$20 per person  
(includes a donation to Project Timor 
and UNHCR)

VENUE: 
McQuoin Centre 
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College  
128 Miller Street, North Sydney

ENQUIRIES: 
cmcdonough@monte.nsw.edu.au

BOOKINGS: 
https://www.trybooking.com/BIBVC

Project Timor  
A College initiative to raise funds to change the 
educational outcomes for young women of 
Colegio, Maliana, Timor-Leste. Your donation 
will support our ongoing Food for Thought 
Program, the Colegio Scholarship Program and 
the building of a Teacher Professional Learning 
Centre. 

GUEST SPEAKER   
Naomi Steer | National Director of Australia for UNHCR   
(Class of 1976)

UNHCR  
The Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees was established 
in 1950 by the United Nations General 
Assembly. The agency is mandated 
to lead and co-ordinate international 
action to protect refugees and resolve 
refugee problems worldwide. 

mailto:cmcdonough%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
https://www.trybooking.com/BIBVC
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Debating is a great way for students to meet new friends and 
strengthen their persuasive speaking skills. Year 7 students 
and new students to the College who are interested in trialling 
for a Debating team can register for trials by clicking here. 
 
Trials will be held after the College Swimming Carnival on  
Friday 7 February, from 2:00pm onwards.
 
Trials for Debating will take the form of a 3 minute prepared 
speech on the topic: That all high school students should be 
required to learn a foreign language. Students can take the 
affirmative OR the negative side of the argument. 

2020 DEBATING PROGRAM
FOR YEAR 7 STUDENTS AND NEW STUDENTS

After the speech, the adjudicator will try and refute one of 
the student’s points, which the student is required to respond 
to on the spot (the student will be allowed a minute to think 
about it). Students will also complete a 10 question General 
Knowledge quiz.
 
To calm any nerves, students should note that they will be 
trialling by themselves - no one else will be in the room except 
the student and the adjudicator.

Should you have any queries, please contact Ms Tash Sanjay, 
Debating Coordinator nsanjay@monte.nsw.edu.au.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfO9Ad5bPOIf_UFNsY-oCQ_UGadSWxS4QdNUgcjA83OtCrBGA/viewform
mailto:nsanjay%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=

