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YOU’LL FIND ME IN THE LIBRARY
As I walk through these shelves,
they call to me, begging to be listened to
They dress themselves up
and use pretty words to call to me
and when they ensnare me, they take me
on a journey
They change my name
Where I am
Who I am
They give me joys
They give me tragedies
I find love
And lose love
I go through anxiety after anxiety
Excitement after excitement
And when they release me I am me again
Then another ensnares me, and it starts
all over
But you see, I let them
I want them to drag me in
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I look for them,
The ones that are like jewels
and the ones that don’t quite shine
so bright
I look for them because I need them
I am like them
I am them
I have winding pages
Full of words, of stories
I draw people in with a beautiful cover,
and fancy words
And once they open me and take
a look inside
I am so much more
I can make people cry, and laugh
Take their hand and show them new
feelings and experiences
I can take them on a journey
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Clare Cameron (Year 8)

But still
There are blank pages in me
Pages that I fill as fast as I can
But my sole experiences aren’t enough
That’s why I’m here
Amongst the towering shelves
taking in the old, musty smell of pages
That’s why I sit in this corner,
Curled up with the sun looking over me
So remember,
If you can’t find me
Don’t fret, You’ll find me here
Where I have lived a thousand lives
Where I have laughed, and cried
Yes,
You’ll find me in the library
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NAPARTJI-NAPARTJI: TWO-WAY LEARNING
The Biamunga Aboriginal cultural learning, community partnership and
service programs mark their 10th anniversary in 2017. These community
partnership experiences provide students with an opportunity to learn
from the oldest continuous culture on earth through a process of NapartjiNapartji: two-way learning. Students also have the opportunity on these
trips to express their Catholic Mercy identity through a variety of service
opportunities. We are so grateful to our partner communities, Mutitjulu
Northern Territory and Wreck Bay Australian Capital Territory, and elders
Aunty Julie Smith, Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison and Aunty Janette
Blainey for helping us in our Biamunga journey to understanding.

CENTRAL DESERT
On 30 September, 15 Monte students
and five staff members left Sydney
for the experience of a lifetime in the
Northern Territory through Monte’s
Central Desert immersion program. We
immersed ourselves in the Indigenous
culture for a week as we learnt about
and connected with both the land and
Anangu, the traditional owners of Uluru.
Mutitjulu community is an Indigenous
community close to Uluru that Monte
has worked with for 10 years. This
was an extremely confronting yet
memorable experience that has
changed my perspective of our world
forever. We were able to learn and
hear about Anangu culture from the
Elders themselves and this was an
amazing experience. The Elders have
faced so many challenges in their lives
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and the way that they respond to and
overcome them every day is inspiring.
The Northern Territory is filled with
culture and our connection with the
beauty that is Uluru was amazing.
We were not only able to learn about
Uluru from a geological and tourist
perspective but we were given the
chance to learn about the Tjukurpa
(Dreaming stories) behind the
formations of the rock. Our exposure
to art and land care were also great
experiences. The art that we made
and observed was amazing and the
chance to learn about the stories
behind the paintings from the artist was
incredible. Moreover, the opportunity
to make a difference to the land that
the Indigenous treasure through the
removal of the destructive introduced
species Buffel Grass was amazing.

Ms Kerri-Anne Ramsay
Biamunga & Religious Education Project Leader

The trust and connections in the
Mutitjulu community are overwhelming
and showed me just how loving and
compassionate the Indigenous way
of life is. They look at each other as a
whole rather than the individual and
that is what makes the Aboriginal
culture so special and admirable.
Elizabeth Kells (Year 10)

CARING FOR WATER
As a part of my Central Desert
experience, I had the amazing
opportunity to work with Dr Jayne
Brim Box, an aqua ecologist who works
with the Anangu people. Through my
experience, I learnt about the value of
water sources in the desert and the
importance of Jayne's work in helping
to maintain them. One of the biggest
issues that Anangu face in regards to

water is wild camel. Whilst a native
animal can visit a waterhole and drink
2L of water at once, a camel can come
and drink 200L in one sitting, almost
draining the whole waterhole.
One site we visited was a waterhole
that had dried out after camels
stampeded in, desperate for water.
Camel bones were littered around the
area and there was evidence of soil
degradation. This first-hand exposure
to the issues the Anangu people were
facing not only taught me about the
importance of water as a source of
life, but also about the willingness
of people to help maintain it. Jayne's
passion for this issue was truly inspiring
and I hope to visit her and the Central
Desert sometime in the near future.
Christine Ha (Year 11)

4

Motivated by her family to continue studying throughout her life, Sister
Elizabeth Dodds RSC embodies a commitment to lifelong learning
that was engrained in her from an early age. A member of the Sisters
of Charity, Sister Elizabeth’s hunger for new challenges compelled
her to complete multiple undergraduate and teaching qualifications
from a number of institutions, as well as a Master of Education from
the University of Sydney and a Master of Arts in Leadership from the
Australian Catholic University. On 22 May 2017, the Australian Catholic
University conferred to her its highest honour, Doctor of the University.
As a perpetual student, Sister Elizabeth’s
passion for knowledge has enriched
more than her own professional
development; she has positively
impacted countless lives through
her ongoing dedication to education,
health care and the greater good.

WHAT INFLUENCED YOU TO
LIVE A LIFE OF SERVICE?
My Family –Gratitude was ingrained in
me at an early age. My mother always
telling me to share what I had and to be
grateful. I was also deeply influenced
by my father’s strong sense of social
justice, and I have been interested in
social justice issues since childhood.
My Teachers – I was educated by the
Sisters of Charity and the Ursuline
Sisters who, well before the feminist
slogans common today, believed that
with an education, women could do
anything. Their focus was always
women’s education and they instilled
in me a passion for lifelong learning.

WHEN YOU FIRST JOINED
THE SISTERS OF CHARITY
DID YOU FORESEE THE PATH
YOU WOULD TAKE?

SISTER ELIZABETH DODDS RSC
A TRUE WOMAN OF INFLUENCE
'…she has positively impacted
countless lives through her ongoing
dedication to education, health care
and the greater good.'
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I was determined to live a religious
life and I knew it was the right thing
for me. I found the early training very
difficult and didn’t believe I would
ever go back to university, however
I had faith that I would be blessed
with a full and rewarding life.

HOW DID YOU PURSUE YOUR
LOVE OF LEARNING?
Initially, I started teaching in a
primary school at St Mary’s, Liverpool,
however my passion was secondary
education teaching English, History,
Religion and coaching athletics. It
was in this environment that I felt I
could really connect with students
and in turn hope to make a positive
difference to many young lives.
As a young Sister, I was given the
opportunity, due to the handing down
of the Wyndham Scheme, to complete
my Bachelor of Arts/Education at Sydney
University. The Superior General of

the day had been one of two Sisters
who had studied at Sydney University
in the 1920s. She gave me every
opportunity to continue my studies.
I was encouraged three times by
an esteemed professor to obtain
my doctorate. However my love of
teaching and my students kept me
from travelling this path. I went on to
study at other levels and continued to
teach in secondary schools, becoming
a Principal in New South Wales and
Victoria and Leader of the Edmund Rice
Education Directorate in Queensland
and the Northern Territory.

WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER TO BE
YOUR GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT?
My most influential project was, as
Congregational Leader from 20022008, initiating Mary Aikenhead
Ministries as a public juridic person
(the lay church entity). Lay people
who are formed in Mission would
be the future and we needed laity
to take on the responsibilities of the
Sisters, to operate our companies
in the name of the Church.
It was crucial that we planned for the
future whilst we were still strong. In
Australia at present, we have only
126 Sisters with an average age of
79.9. If we had waited it would have
been a different story. I believed
we needed to hand over from a
position of strength. This was the
first time, globally, that this had been
done with three huge ministries of
health, education and welfare.
The Sisters of Charity operated 56
companies and between 2004-2008
we worked together to hand over and
convince the directors and executives
of Boards in hospitals and schools that
they could take on our responsibilities
within these organisations.
I travelled to Rome to argue our position
and eventually, Mary Aikenhead
Ministries was granted canonical status
as a public juridic person of pontifical
right. Our ministries are now governed
by a group of Trustees who seek to
ensure that the heritage, tradition
and the charism of the Sisters are
taken purposefully into the future.

WHEN DID YOUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH MONTE COMMENCE?
I was first introduced to Monte
through the Congregational Leader
at the time, Sr Jennie Ryan RSM.
After I completed my term of leadership
with the Sisters of Charity, Sr Jennie
Ryan offered me rooms at Stormanston
House, located behind Monte, as a
place of residence. She also invited
me onto the Monte Board. A selfconfessed ‘governance freak’, I have
served on the Board for nine years and
hope to continue this much-valued
association. I am also Chair of Monte’s
Mission and Education Committee. I
hold my colleagues in high esteem.

HOW DO YOU INSPIRE OTHERS
TO LIVE A LIFE OF SERVICE?
I don’t, they inspire me! People ask
me when am I going to stop. I live this
wonderfully stimulating life. I love Monte
and everything about this community
and I don’t want to lose that connection.

WHAT CURRENT ISSUES ARE YOU
MOST PASSIONATE ABOUT?
I am currently concerned about
refugees, asylum seekers, displaced,
stateless people and particularly the
Rohingya people fleeing from Myanmar.
The trafficking of humans is also a
major issue and I currently sit on the
Catholic Religious Against Trafficking of
Humans (ACRATH) committee in NSW.

WHAT IS NEXT FOR
SISTER LIZ DODDS?
My life is still unfolding and there are
always opportunities being offered
to me. I know it is probably time
to slow down. However I will wait
to see what unfolds as something
exciting always seems to happen.
As far as Monte is concerned I would
like to continue my involvement.
Monte is an extraordinary school
and as a Board member I value
the work I am involved in.

WHO HAS HAD THE BIGGEST
IMPACT ON YOUR LIFE?
A guiding light for me is one of
Catherine McAuley’s quotes: 'The
poor need help today, not next week.'
Catherine is just like the foundress of
the Sisters of Charity, Mary Aikenhead,
who said: 'Give to the poor what the
rich can buy for money.' These two
nineteenth century Irish women
have had a huge impact on my life.
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CHAPTER 2 OF THE MONTE
INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIP PROJECT:

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES

Mr Tom Lee,
Director Innovation and Technology

Never has there been a more important time for young people to tell
great stories. Whether it be on screen or on stage, this Creative Industries
Program aims to bring the film and theatre industry to our girls.
Following the ongoing success of
the Inspiring STEM+ Program (our
Industry Partnership Project with
Laing O’Rourke), we shifted the lens
from engineering, construction and
innovation to creative industries.
We felt that a focus towards the
creative and performing arts was
a suitable counterpoint to the
Inspiring STEM+ Program.
The Creative Industries Program
currently consists of two areas:

1. Theatre Production

REPLACING THE ‘I’
WITH ‘WE’ IN CREATIVITY
‘Creativity always takes place in a community’, according to educational
theorist, V. P. Glăveanu. Glăveanu’s words hold a special resonance in
the Monte community. This is because they encapsulate not only our
imperative as innovative educators of the twenty-first century, but also
our mission as lifelong learners following in the Mercy tradition.
Indeed, this is reflected in the life and
teachings of Catherine McAuley and her
pursuit of excellence in the education of
young women. The imperative to pursue
new, dynamic and creative approaches
to the education of the young women
in our care is further enshrined in the
College’s strategic vision and goals.
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College’s
strategic vision is that we will continue
to be ‘a holistic, innovative and diverse
learning community’ where we shall
exhibit ‘the best contemporary
pedagogical practice’ as we ‘(lead)
innovation in teaching and learning’
in order ‘to enhance and personalise
student learning.’ In pursuit of this goal,

‘teaching and learning for creativity
will be integral to a Monte education.’
Every Friday in my Year 11 English
class, we focussed on embracing the
many joys and challenges of creativity.
The students clearly valued the
opportunities our lessons afforded
them to reflect explicitly on the nature
of creativity. Many students developed
a deeper understanding of what
creativity means to them. One student
now recognised that ‘creativity is not
your first idea, it is not always about
improvising, as you have to put a bit
more time and thought into it.’ Other
girls appreciated that creativity often

It is very clear that many students in the
Monte community have an enormous
capacity for creativity and a passion for
performing arts. In recognition of this,
we are aiming to establish a student
focussed Theatre Production Company.
The intention is for our girls to create
performances and stage published
and original works in a range of styles
and forms. Specifically, we are looking

to provide girls with the opportunity
to develop skills in directing, script
writing, dramaturgy, acting, movement,
set, costume and hair design, lighting
and sound, and stage management.

Program on Thursday 17 August in the
O’Regan Arts and Cultural Common
Theatre to over 70 girls. Our launch
included an industry panel consisting of:

2. Film School

•	Fiona Donovan APDG (film and
TV production designer)

The other component of the Creative
Industries Program is Monte’s first
Film School. Like Theatre Production,
we know that many girls are creative
and passionate digital storytellers.
We are aiming to provide girls with
the opportunity to create works in
a variety of styles and genres. We
will be providing students with the
opportunity to develop skills in all
aspects of film including directing,
script writing, editing, producing,
cinematography, music composition,
production design, sound design
and recording whilst engaging with
a number of industry experts.
We launched the Creative Industries

• Rose Downie (Ensemble Theatre)

• Eirini Alligiannis ACS (cinematographer)
• Garry Siutz (make-up artist)
• Sanja Vukelja (Ensemble Theatre)
• Tony Vercoe (screenwriter)
• David Lewis ACS (cinematographer)
In recent weeks, we have had other
industry leaders meet with our girls
including Tony Rogers (film director),
Emma Paine (cinematographer) and
Judy Fuccilli (Global Creatures). At this
initial stage, the focus has been on
initiating conversation, the exposition
of ideas, formation of groups and
the development of a project.

Mr Tim Curry,
English Teacher

involves being flexible with your thinking
by being ‘able to adapt things and take
different ideas’ from different sources.
V.P. Glăveanu identified what he believes
to be three distinct paradigms of
creativity – firstly, the ‘He-paradigm’ of
the highest levels of creativity, secondly,
the ‘I-paradigm’ of individual and
personal acts of creativity and finally,
the ‘We-paradigm’, where creativity
is explored within the context of a
community. If we are to be innovative
and creative educators of young
women in the Mercy tradition of the
twenty-first century, then we must
move beyond celebrating the ‘I’ in
creativity. Instead we must embrace
a genuine ‘We-paradigm’, where
creativity continues to be a habit of
mind that is fostered and nurtured
within our classrooms throughout
the Monte school community.

References: 1. Glăveanu, V. P. (2010). Paradigms in the study of creativity: Introducing the perspective of cultural psychology.
New Ideas in Psychology, 28(1), 79–93.
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The Personal Project (PP) is completed by every student in Year 10 as
part of the curriculum for the International Baccalaureate (IB) Middle
Years Programme (MYP). The students choose a topic or inquiry,
identify a global context, and document the process of the development
of their project. The project involves the student developing their
approaches to learning, particularly in self-management, research,
communication, critical and creative thinking, and collaboration.

"By participating
in the project,
I was able to learn
about a topic that

HOLLY ANDERSON

is close to myself

In order to encourage children
to understand the importance
of sustainability, Holly wrote and
illustrated a children’s book for
her PP. ‘I chose the topic because
I was interested in environmental
sustainability and how to influence
families with young children to create a
veggie patch.’ As part of her project,
Holly also created a vegetable
patch herself, using recycled
materials and sourcing cuttings and
seeds from friends and family.

and…my family."

FRANCESCA LOZINA
Francesca wrote a biographical book
about Sr Maureen McGuirk RSM AM
(Principal, Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy
College 1973-1993). Her book, The
Story of Sister Maureen McGuirk: Mercy,
Justice and Feminism, consisted of her
research from secondary sources,
as well as interviews. Francesca
said, ‘Through the completion of this
project I learnt about the impact Sister
Maureen had on Monte, on feminism and
on the people who were close to her.’

CAITLIN SCHMIDT

OLIVIA QUIRK

ADRIANA FARAC

A campaign for bees at Taronga
Zoo influenced Caitlin to create
a bee hotel and raise awareness
of bee issues for her PP. Caitlin
researched the Australian native
solitary bees and their importance
in our environment. As she studied
their issues and threats, Caitlin
worked on solutions, including
creating a new habitat for the
bees – her bee hotel. Caitlin used
recycled or eco-friendly materials,
learning to use tools and drilling
holes to create homes for the bees.

Olivia created a digital artwork
comprising of 100 photos of
her grandfather, who suffers
from Alzheimer’s disease. She
used Photoshop to create a
mosaic image from the photos
of her grandfather, and then
manipulated the image to
create the final artwork. ‘By
participating in the project, I was
able to learn about a topic that is
close to myself and…my family.’

Adriana used her PP to raise over
$2250 for the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation. ‘I was inspired
to focus on Type 1 Diabetes as my
close friend Matthew was diagnosed
with Type 1 Diabetes at the age of
5’, says Adriana. She organised
a movie night and raffle to raise
funds and public awareness
for one of the most common
chronic childhood diseases.
she reached out to different
businesses, asking for donations
for her raffle and was successful
in receiving five fantastic prices.

LEFT TO RIGHT: MRS MARY DOUGHTY AM (NEE LEONARD, CLASS OF 1947) , FRANCESCA LOZINA,
MRS JULIE COGLEY (NEE RANKIN, CLASS OF 1951)

ALANNAH MILNE
Alannah designed environments
for children in a health care facility.
She considered colour, accessibility
to natural light, and other design
elements to create an area that
would provide a fantasy playroom
to aid children in their recovery. As
Alannah said, ‘If you had the capability
of creating a space where someone
suffering from an illness can heal
faster and in an ideal and comfortable
environment, why wouldn't you?’
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Student Showcase
STUDENT SHOWCASE

CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME
REFLECTED IN YEAR 11 ARTWORKS
Ms Kate Watson, Head of Visual Arts

Pope Francis’ encyclical letter on ecology and climate, Laudato si’, speaks of
our shared responsibility to respect, care for and share our common home
as an issue requiring our urgent attention. It certainly captures the pulse
of our times and reflects the shared concerns of our Year 11 Visual Arts
students, who, when asked to make sculptural artworks that respond to their
world, chose to engage with a range of justice issues, with many centred on
environmental custodianship.

‘My work, Repurposed Nature, evokes

PERFORMANCE TEACHES
POWER OF CREATIVITY AND PLAY
Ms Leonie Quinn, English/Theatre Teacher

elements of nature and the landscape

that is increasingly depleting in today’s
modern environment. Responding to the
surrounding environment that has minimal
natural space, this body of work aims to
heighten awareness of our loss of nature.’
Maddie Rowston
‘My Body of Work, Coral Reef, is about
the relationship between memory and
reality, and the relationship between
humans and their natural environment.
The Great Barrier Reef is on the brink of
extinction due to climate change which
causes coral bleaching, as well as mining
projects that further damage the reef.
This almost irreparable damage has been
caused by human actions. In my artwork,
I depicted various inhabitants of the coral
reef in bright lively colours, this reflects my
personal memory of what life was like on
the reef when I last visited seven years ago.
Although the reef has been damaged so

MADDIE ROWSTON

much, the brightness and the life lives on
in my memory, which is what I have aimed
to explore through this body of work.’
Georgina Perkins
‘My sculpture, Resilience, consists of 21
groups of wire leaves and flowers created
individually using florists wire. They
were painted to symbolise hope of the
reversal of global warming, as if they are
turning back into real plants, and placed
into plastic bags which represent the
world. In this way plastic was used as a
metaphor for environmental destruction.
The soil and plants growing out of the
plastic shows that there is still hope to
reverse the effects of global warming
and the resilience of nature as it pushes
through human destructiveness.‘
GEORGINA PERKINS
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AMY DRAPAC

On 8 June, the Year 12 IB Theatre
class were delighted by the arrival
of 68 Year 2 students from St
Mary’s Catholic Primary School,
North Sydney for a performance
of the collaboratively devised,
'The Ballet Class'. After some
refreshments, the young
guests entered the theatre,
and if laughter and squeals
are any measure, were
immediately captivated by
the magic of the show.
Jasmine Robertson reflected on
the event: ‘One of the highlights of
my Year 12 experience, and my high
school experience more broadly, was
performing an original piece of work
for one of the most joyful and receptive

audiences I have ever engaged with.
This piece of work about unity and
acceptance told through the eyes of
children (for the eyes of children) not
only taught us a lot about theatre
and performance but perhaps more
importantly taught us something about
the power of creativity and of play’.
After the show, the visitors provided
the performers with effusive
feedback and invaluable insights.
On the way out, the young students
said, ‘Please ask us back!’. High praise
indeed. The Year 12 Theatre class
is grateful to the children and their
teachers from St Mary’s, and the
technical team of Ms Kiya Siutz, Mr
Nick Aisake and Mr Thomas Galletta.

'one of the
most joyful
and receptive
audiences I have
ever engaged
with.'

Amy Drapac
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Student Showcase
STUDENT SHOWCASE

MEMBERS OF THE EDITORIAL TEAM: CAITLIN HARDY, MEG KANOFSKI, KYANA CHAN AND SARAH SCHOFIELD, WITH ELLIPSIS ISSUE #3

MONTE’S LITERARY JOURNAL, ELLIPSIS
The third issue of Monte’s literary journal, Ellipsis, has been released. It features narratives, poetry, artwork and
photography, and as editor Meg Kanofski says, ‘Ellipsis provides a space for Monte’s galvanized minds to share their
opinions and feelings.’ This issue also includes the 2017 Principal’s Writing Award winners and a special ‘Teacher Feature’.

JEN FONG, BRIDGETTE CLEARY, MADISON UELAND, KATE MOREL, ANAIS SIMO DZUMGANG, CAMILLA MCDONALD, CLAUDIA STROMNES

SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM 2017-2018
College Captain:

House Captains:

Co-curricular Captains:

Madison Ueland

Aquinas 	Lea Waterhouse,
Elizabeth Netting

Community Service Captain – Julia Firth

Senior Leaders:
Bridgette Cleary
Anais Simo Dzumgang
Jen Fong
Camilla McDonald
Kate Morel
Claudia Stromnes

McAuley	
Sarah Ibrahim,
Eliza Newman
McGuirk	Sarah Motherway,
Emily Smelt
McQuoin	Evangeline McCowage,
Chelsea Saunders
Rankin	
Isabelle Goodenough,
Jami Prowse
Xavier	Georgia O’Neill,
Rosie O’Shea

Debating Captain – Georgia Cooper
Drama & Theatre Captain – Rose Eagleton
Duke of Edinburgh Captain – Sophia Grant
Literary Captain – Nicola Brayan
Liturgy Captain - Caroline Ng
Mercy Action Group Captain – Christine Ha
Music Captain – Caitlin Flannery
Sports Captain – Isabella Ward
Technology Captain – Natalia Toh
Visual Arts Captain – Gemma Adams

WIND ENSEMBLE BEST IN STATE – AGAIN!
Congratulations to the Wind Ensemble - winners of the State Band Championship for the second year running.
Thank you to Ms Catherine Walmsley, Leader of Instrumental Music.
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Student Showcase
STUDENT SHOWCASE
DESIGN SHOWCASE
Colours, textures and innovation
were on display at the Design
Showcase, where students from
Years 7 to 12 strutted the catwalk
with their garments and projects.

The students worked on their
projects throughout the year, and
from the very beginning of the
planning process, demonstrated
new techniques and skills that they
had learnt. The finale featuring
Year 12 Major Design Projects,
revealed the talent and commitment
of the students and showed a
strong focus on sustainability.

NOMINATIONS FOR HSC
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

FIND THE COMMON

Eight of our Year 12 students have
received nominations for the SHAPE
exhibition at the Powerhouse Museum
that will include Major Projects from
HSC Design and Technology, Industrial
Technology and Textiles and Design.

A new Monte wellbeing initiative to promote student connections
was introduced in November. Students were encouraged
to engage in conversations to ‘Find the Common’ and a
range of activities were organised to facilitate this.

• Sarah Boutchard
• Ornella Byak
• Sarah Davino
• Lily Edney
• Natalia Fuentes
• Claudia Mee
• Talia Norman
• Victoria Raper
Each girl's project now goes into a final
selection process with the curators at
the Museum. We wish all of the girls
the best of luck for this process.
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In Homeroom students chose a
bracelet with a printed question to
start a conversation in pairs. Some
of the questions included were: ‘Who
or what inspires you?’, ‘What’s your
secret talent?’, and ‘If you could be
a chocolate bar, which one would
you be?’ Listening and sharing their
thoughts with each other strengthened
the connections they already had
with the girls in their Tutor Group.

lunch and recess, students from
different year levels jumped into the ball
pit and used the balls as conversationstarters. Felicity Wilson MP supported
our initiative by jumping into the ball pit
herself to answer questions and share
stories with some of our students. The
success of the day was shown by the
incredible buzz around the College, and
we hope to make this an annual event.

The ball pit placed on the Holy Grass
was filled with balls that teachers and
staff had written questions on. During

16

Community Spirit atMonte
COMMUNITY SPIRIT AT MONTE

DONOR RECOGNITION
Together as a community we are striving to build on the legacy
of those who have gone before us, honouring our core values of
Mercy, Justice, Service, Human Dignity and Option for the Poor.
The College would like to thank the members of our community who
donated to the 2017 Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal, your generosity
has made a significant and enduring difference to Monte families
facing financial hardship. We gratefully acknowledge your support
and recognise your commitment to exemplifying our Mercy values.
Monte Bursary
Blue Ribbon Appeal:

2017 BURSARY

BLUE RIBBON RUGBY LUNCH
Since its inception the annual Bursary Blue Ribbon Rugby Lunch has continued
to gain momentum, not only in the number of guests attending, but also
in funds raised. At this year’s lunch we were delighted to reach beyond the
significant cumulative milestone of $1,000,000. This figure represents the
total amount donated to the Bursary Fund from all Rugby lunches over
the years and has contributed to the granting of 95 individual bursaries.
This incredible generosity has
made it possible for families facing
extraordinary personal and financial
hardship to give their daughters
stability in their school environment
while their wider world is in turmoil.
Over 700 guests enjoyed an outstanding
Rugby Lunch that included a stellar
line up of guest speakers. Our very
own Sister Carmel McDonough RSM
shared her personal story on how
a Bursary at Monte shaped her life

and how the Bursary Fund is making
a transformative difference to the
lives of many young Monte women.
Master of Ceremonies, Rod Kafer,
commanded a spirited discussion
from our Panellists consisting of
Georgina Friedrichs, Tim Horan,
Andrew Mehrtens and Jeremy
Paul. We thank these talented
sportspeople for giving so generously
their time, wisdom and humour!

GEORGINA FRIEDRICHS AND
SISTER CARMEL MCDONOUGH RSM

The College would like to thank
the following people, without their
support our fundraising activities
would not have been possible:
Rugby Lunch Committee: Brian Phelps,
Adam Taylor, Robby Clark, Andrew Fuccilli,
Peter Gibson, Marty McCarthy, Daniel
Morahan, Peter O’Neill, Pierre Plazas,
Peter Raper, Jeremy Simpson and Nick
Tuckfield.
Our sponsors and event donors:
Fugen, Commonwealth Bank, Prime
Constructions, Century 21 Northside,
Keith Prowse Travel, Australian Rugby
Foundation, Musson Jewellers, The Union
Hotel and the Monte community for their
donation of auction items.
Parent Volunteers
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Anonymous (Class of 1941)
Anonymous (Class of 1942)
Anonymous (Class of 1951)
Anonymous (Class of 1954)
Anonymous (Class of 1959)
Anonymous (Class of 1962)
Anonymous (Class of 1964)
Anonymous (Class of 1960)
Anonymous (Class of 1976)
Anonymous (Class of 1987)
Anonymous (5)
Sieglinde Argall (Class of 1956)
Gioconda Augimeri (Class of 1956)
Alexia Bembrick (Class of 1988)
Gabrielle Bookallil (Class of 1959)
Pamela Brown (Class of 1956)
L Carruthers (Class of 1981)
Anne Christopher (Class of 1967)
Sophie Christopher (Class of 2000)
Clifford/Timmins Families
Scott Coles
John Cook
Tony and Cathy Cooper
Veronica Cornelly (Class of 1945)
Michael and Lindsay Cumming
Therese Daly (Class of 1976)
Geraldine Dasey (Class of 1987)
Edith de Boer
Danielle Delaney (Class of 1990)
Mary V Doughty AM (Class of 1947)
Elizabeth Dowton
Eleanor Drew (Class of 1967)
Robyn Drew (Class of 1974)
Anna Duggan (Class of 1962)
Kath Evans (Class of 1945)
Meagan Evans
Zita Farrell (Class of 1952)
Merilyn Ferguson (Class of 1965)
A Fitzgerald (Class of 1972)
Fugen Constructions
Stephen Flannery
Ann Fleming (Class of 1950)
Malcolm France
The Fussell Family Foundation
Trixie Gardner (Class of 1944)
Mary Gilmour (Class of 1957)
Marc Gleeson
Sandra Grass (Class of 1962)
Eleanor Harris (Class of 1947)
James Hayes
Kristy Hemer (Class of 1993)

Holly Jarvis (Class of 2009)
Anthony Khoury
Ken Knox
Clare Larkin
Mrs L and Mr T Le
Cheryl Leoita
Stephen and Kim Levy
Hugh Marks
Grant Martin
Sr Norma McArdle RSM (Class of 1947)
Morna McCarthy (Class of 1988)
Sean McElduff
Suzanne McEvoy (Class of 1963)
Dolour Meagher (Class of 1956)
Mr and Mrs Milani
Carmel Milne (Class of 1959)
Robert Montgomery
Michael and Maryrose
Morgan (Class of 1977)
Barbara Morrison (Class of 1949)
Kelly Morrison and Mark
Carlile (Class of 1987)
Catherine Morrow (Class of 1973)
Karen Murphy
Vipul Nagji
Justin Needs
Margaret O'Donnell (Class of 1948)
Helen O'Neil (Class of 1963)
Janice Old (Class of 1962)
Anne Owens (Class of 1960)
Julien and Michelle Playoust
Brad Quillan
Mark Rayner
Maureen Roberts (Class of 1962)
Basil Salvaris
Karin Setchell
Sr Margaret Shakeshaft RSM (Class of 1952)
Peter Simpson
Patricia Sissons
Gabrielle Small (Class of 1948)
Gai Smith (Class of 1958)
VM Spencer
Linda Steinborn-Richter (Class of 1969)
Strata Plus
Sue Taylor (Class of 1967)
Andrew Thomas
Mary-Lou Thorpe (Class of 1971)
Jan Thompsett (Class of 1954)
Florence Tsang (Class of 1977)
Margaret Walsh (Class of 1969)
Simone Young (Class of 1978)

O’Regan Arts and Cultural
Common Capital Campaign:
We gratefully acknowledge the
following donors for their support:
Bariol Family
Hannah, Odile, Isobel and Eleanor Cameron
Anthony Chin
Matt and Mandy Curtis
Fuccilli Family
Hector Family
Alison and Andrew Housego
Craig Jackson
Larkin Family
Sean and Katharine McManis
Ian Ritchie
Craig and Nicole Ueland
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Mercy inAction
MERCY IN ACTION

MONTE, THE MERCY FOUNDATION
AND ENDING HOMELESSNESS

Ms Sue Mowbray
Mercy Foundation

MONTE STUDENTS COLLECT
FOOTY BOOTS FOR
INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
A student driven service project at Monte provides pre-loved football
boots to remote Indigenous communities in Southern Queensland.
Collecting football boots for Indigenous
communities was initiated by Year
12 student Eliza Fitzgerald as part
of her Year 10 Personal Project in
2015. In 2016 Kate McNamara, Anna
Inkson and Molly Mathias chose
to continue this initiative for their
Community and Service (CAS) project.
In 2017, Year 11 students, Jen Fong,
Astrid Lalor, Isabella Stephenson,
Caroline Ng and Holly Ormsby
have continued to further build
on this worthwhile initiative.
These students have been busy
collecting football boots for remote
Indigenous communities as part of their
Service Program. The initiative involves

CAROLINE NG, CHRISTINE HA AND JEN FONG

In 1990, the Sisters of Mercy North Sydney established the Mercy
Foundation to continue their mission to address social justice in
Australia. We are committed to social justice and structural change
to create greater social equity and inclusion in our community.
Since 2008, the Foundation has
focussed on ending homelessness.
To achieve this goal, the Foundation
works with governments, community
organisations and the private
sector to bring about real change in
how we address homelessness in
Australia. We work to end people’s
experience of homelessness rather
than supporting crisis responses that
only meet their short-term needs.
We believe that all of us have the right
to a safe, affordable, permanent home.
Without a home, it is impossible to get
a job, to continue study, to look after
a family and get on with life. Most
people experiencing homelessness
simply need a home. For others,
once stable housing is achieved, they
can begin to address any issues that
may have led to their homelessness,
with the appropriate support.
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Since inception, the Mercy Foundation
has helped communities across
Australia address social justice at the
grass roots through our Social Justice
Small Grants program. Recently, a
new area of activity, ending human
trafficking and slavery, has been added
to our work. The Mercy Foundation
has a long history of advocating for
needed policy and systemic change.
Monte students have always generously
given their time and energy to assist
our work. In the 1990s, the Mercy
Foundation advocated for improved
working conditions for migrant women
employed as outworkers in the textiles
industry. Monte students were active
in the FairWear campaign, through
advocacy, awareness raising and action,
to the point where students joined
the Sisters of Mercy and staff in a
protest march through inner Sydney.

students collecting boots from sporting
clubs and local schools, cleaning them
and packaging them up for distribution.

"We recognise that footy
is a bit of a thing in
Indigenous communities

This initiative encourages kids in
disadvantaged communities to play
football. For many this is the first pair
of boots they will own and will help
to provide them with the confidence
to participate in community sports.

and by providing kids

With the assistance of Monte’s
Indigenous mentor, Aunty Julie
Freeman, the students reached
out to Dr Noel Hayman and Sr
Nola White from Inala Indigenous
Health Service who distributed the
boots to regional centres of Dalby,
Cunnamulla, Inala and Cherbourg.

play the game they love

with boots this allows
them the opportunity to
and in a way, unite the
community."
Jen Fong, Senior Leader 2017-2018

The campaign was phenomenally
successful and resulted in fairer
wages and conditions for workers.
More recently, Monte students have
provided much needed energy and
enthusiasm in packing our ‘Home
in a Box’. Home in a Box provides
people who have experienced
chronic homelessness with the
essentials needed to make a house
a home, once they have moved
from homelessness into permanent
housing. The boxes contain high
quality towels, sheets, pillows,
quilts, a dinner set, cutlery, a kettle,
toaster and other kitchen utensils.
The Mercy Foundation is grateful
to the Monte community for their
support over many years and looks
forward to continuing this valued
relationship into the future.
For more information about the
work of the Mercy Foundation please
contact Felicity Reynolds, CEO.

ASTRID LALOR, ISABELLA STEPHENSON, HOLLY ORMSBY, JEN FONG AND CAROLINE NG
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MERCY IN ACTION

MERCY DAY
Mercy Day is a day of joyous
celebration, allowing us the time
to reflect on what it means to
be merciful and to embrace and
celebrate our five core values of
mercy, human dignity, justice,
service and option for the poor.

Our Mercy Day celebrations commenced
with a significant Mass celebrating
our designated year of Mercy through
Service with our esteemed guests,
the Sisters of Mercy North Sydney.
Students and staff ceremoniously
offered each other the gift of a shawl
in a gesture of compassion and in
the spirit of Catherine McAuley who
offered her shawl to those in need
as a gift in selfless service. The
shawl was a powerful symbol at the
Mass as it represented nurturance,
protection, warmth and shelter.
We also recognised the Catherine
McAuley Award recipients: Chloe
Korbel (Year 7), Jemma Allan

(Year 8), Jordan Parsons (Year 9),
Adelaide Hayes (Year 10), Caroline
Ng (Year 11) and (announced at
graduation) Ines Paxton (Year 12).

TIMOR-LESTE:
SERVICE IN ACTION

Following the Mass students and staff
participated in a series of diverse
Mercy workshops designed to discover
the many contemporary paths Mercy
can take. The workshops included
inspirational speakers such as Aminata
Conteh-Bieger, a refugee from Sierra
Leone dedicated to improving women’s
health services in her homeland;
Paralympic Basketballer Grant Mizens
OAM, as well as refugee chefs from
the House of Welcome, creating
cultural connections through food.

During the mid-year break, 16 Year
11 students and four staff undertook
a cultural, spiritual and educational
immersion to Timor-Leste.
CAROLINE NG (YEAR 11) RECEIVING
V
HER CATHERINE MCAULEY AWARD

V
CELEBRANT FATHER ERICK NIYIRAGIRA CP WITH
COLLEGE CAPTAIN MADISON UELAND
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GRANT MIZENS
V
OAM

After our extensive preparation
throughout the year, which included
fundraising, planning sessions and
language lessons, our first destination
was Colegio Infante de Sagres, in
Maliana. One of our main roles at
the school was to teach English to
the students. It was nerve wracking
at first jumping in to teach but when
we met all the children, we could see
their passion and drive to learn.
After teaching English in the classrooms
each day, we would move to the girls’
boarding house and participate in a
range of activities including colouring,
painting and ball games. Each activity
allowed us to form bonds with the
Colegio girls. We were surprised by
how easy it was to find common
interests, the girls that we met were so
similar to ourselves in their hobbies,
hopes and dreams, and we made
strong connections with them.
After returning to Dili, we boarded

a catamaran for a day trip to Atauro
Island. We were able to view social,
economic and environmental
sustainability programs that are
undertaken on the island in an
attempt to make the lives, jobs and
homes of the people on the island
more sustainable and to improve the
longevity of the island and its people.
We also visited Comoro Kindergarten,
the Resistance Museum and Santa
Cruz Cemetery while in Dili.
Since returning home, we have had time
to reflect on our rewarding immersion

experience. We are now very grateful
for things that we used to take for
granted, like clean drinking water
and toilets that flush. The students at
Colegio value their education highly
and this has inspired us to continue
striving to do our best at school and
to take up all the opportunities we
are presented with. We now have a
connection with Timor and its people,
and we hope to continue to help the
Colegio girls through Monte’s Food for
Thought program and other initiatives.
Eden Cook and Georgie Gibson (Year 11)
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PARENTS' AND FRIENDS' NEWS

YEAR 7 AND SISTERS OF MERCY

#SUPPORTCREWMEALS
& PASTORAL CARE SUPPORT FUND

On 4 May, our Year 7 Extension
English class was given the
opportunity to interview the Sisters
of Mercy North Sydney. They had
fascinating stories to tell and the
wisdom they shared with us gave
us insight into their inspiring lives.

After the interview was complete, we
had morning tea. This was enjoyable
because we were able to get to know the
Sisters off-camera. ‘Talking to the nuns
was like discovering a hidden treasure. It

was an incredible surprise and blessing,’
said our classmate, Cecilia Sullivan. Our
class enjoyed this wonderful experience
and was grateful for the opportunity.
Kayla Cook and Claudia Biddle (Year 7)

Every year there are members of
the Monte community experiencing
hardship, such as illness, which
can come on suddenly. The
College’s Pastoral Team work
closely and confidentially with
these families to help ease their
burden during such times.

We found it amazing how they had
such faith and trust in God and his
plan for them; they are so selfless and
have dedicated their lives to helping
those around them. Speaking with
the Sisters helped us to appreciate
everything that we have and all the
opportunities we have been given.
Most of the Sisters brought pictures
and news articles to share with
us; this helped us to understand
their experiences and challenges
in life. Interviewing the Sisters was
a once-in-a-lifetime experience,
which we truly appreciated.

Mrs Margot Henville
P&F President (2016-2017)

SISTER LYNDALL HAGAN RSM AND SISTER MIRIAM GRECH RSM WITH YEAR 7 STUDENTS

As a caring Mercy community, the
Parents’ & Friends’ (P&F) Association
has found a way to help and support
these families in need. The initiative is
called #SupportCrewMeals and was
launched in the second semester of
2017. Through this program, volunteers
within our community cook and bring
into the College nutritious frozen meals,
or make a monetary donation to assist
with shopping staples, which can then
be distributed confidentially to families
in need by the College’s Pastoral Team.

‘Charity is the cement that binds
communities to God and persons
to one another.'

St Vincent de Paul

In addition to the Support Crew Meals,
the P&F have established a Pastoral Care
Support Fund to enable the College’s
Pastoral Team to support members of
the Monte community where needs
extend beyond the provision of meals.
In true Mercy spirit, the Monte
community have warmly embraced
the programs and as a result we
have been able to give love and
support to a number of families.
SISTER ROBIN GILLIES RSM AND SISTER MARGARET FARRELL RSM WITH YEAR 7 STUDENTS
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Together we are making
a real difference.

CHRISTINE KELLS, P&F SOCIAL CONVENOR, WITH ONE OF OUR DONATED FROZEN MEALS
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SportsReport
SPORT REPORT

Mr Michael Vandervelde, Sport Program Manager

NETBALL
We have had another very successful
year in Netball. The Junior, Intermediate
and Senior Monte Representative
Netball teams all won at the CGSSSA
Netball Championships. The Senior
team also won the CCC Netball
Championships. Monte Junior Netball
(teams, umpires and administrators)
were awarded the CGSSSA Junior
Club Championship based on
team results, umpire badges and
positions on committees.

ATHLETICS

TENNIS

Monte Athletics team won the CGSSSA carnival, and came fifth at IGSSA.

Monte Representative Tennis team
won the Overall School CGSSSA Tennis
Championship. The entire team
made semi-finals or better with all
three doubles pairs making Finals.

HOCKEY
The Monte Hockey Rep teams played in CGSSSA Hockey Championships Grand
Finals and the Senior team won against Santa Sabina College – winning 4-0.

Monte Netball teams 1 and 2
played in IGSSA Grand Finals and
Monte 2 were victorious, becoming
Junior 1sts Champions.
In umpiring news, Katherine
Vo (Year 9) was awarded Junior
Umpire of the Year at Norths.

BASKETBALL

TAE KWON DO

Monte Open Representative Basketball
team became the top school Basketball
team in the state after winning the NSW
All Schools Championship at Terrigal.

Isabella Gedeon (Year 12) and Jessica
Cooke (Year 10) were both awarded PR
Black Belts for Tae Kwon Do. Jessica
Cooke also won gold at the NSW All
Schools Tae Kwon Do Championships
winning against a competitor above her
belt level. Rebecca Frater-Baird (Year
12) won silver at the Championships
in a match against an Australian
champion 2nd dan black belt.
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MONTE ALUMNI

ALUMNI SPORT REPORT
NETBALL UPDATE
The Northern Suburbs Netball
Association winter competition
has come to an end for 2017. This
year was Ex-Monte’s ninth year
competing in the competition.
It’s been our biggest year yet
with ten teams playing both
socially and competitively
across A through to D grade.
We had three teams progress to
the semi-finals this year with ExMonte 5 winning the Final. As always,
the Northern Suburbs Netball
competition was tough and each
team showed passion and exceptional
skill development. Congratulations
to all Ex-Monte teams for their
achievements and efforts.

JOAN BENAUD (NEE TAUBMAN, CLASS OF 1942) AND ANNETTE BENAUD (CLASS OF 1974)

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Annette Benaud (Class of 1974)
Acting President, Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College Alumni Association

Congratulations to the graduating Class of 2017 and welcome to the
ranks of Monte Alumni. At your graduation ceremony, you received your
Monte Alumni sterling silver ring and we hope this ring reminds you
that whilst you have graduated from the College you have become lifelong members of Monte Alumni. We wish the Class of 2017 all the best
with their future studies and career paths – please keep in touch!
This year I had the pleasure to attend
the Masalou Lunch for the first time
with my mother, Joan Benaud nee
Taubman (Class of 1942) who reminded
me that not only did she leave Monte
in 1942 but she started there in 1932 in
Kindergarten. During the lunch, many
photos were shown on the screen and
there was my five-year-old mother
looking like a true Monte girl. There
were 120 other Alumni and guests in
attendance that day and we enjoyed an
engaging talk by Sister Anna Koeneman
RSM (Class of 1957), Sister Benedict as
she was known when teaching at Monte.
It was a truly lovely day, and I would like
to thank the Monte Development Office
for their organisation of the event.
Monte’s annual Open Day will be held

27

on Sunday, 11 March 2018. This is a
perfect opportunity to see the College
at its vibrant best and find out what
the Monte girls of today are all about.
Make sure you join us to watch the
annual Open Day exhibition match Monte 1 Netball Team will take on the
girls from Ex-Monte. It’s always a highly
anticipated game and our Alumni girls
would love the extra support on the day.

Thank you to the committee who
have supported the Alumni initiatives
this year - Vanessa Petersen (Class
of 2009), Vanessa Lei (Class of 2001),
Catherine Hawkins (nee Doughty, Class
of 1981), Sr Anna Koeneman RSM (Class
of 1957), Kate Anderson (nee Ford,
Class of 1992), Sarah Antico (Class of
2012), Nicole Christensen (Principal),
Catherine Kernot (nee Clear, Class of
1975), Hannah McDonald (Class of 2009),
Nicole O’Donnell (nee Deady, Class of
1990), Deirdre Perry (nee Quirk, Class
of 1953), Caitlin Pfafflin (nee Brewer,
Class of 1996), Caitlin Richards (Class
of 2007), Jeannine Thompson (Class of
1981), Michele Vanest (Class of 1976).

On the same day, the Alumni Committee
will be holding our Annual General
Meeting. In addition to normal business
we will be voting on proposed changes
to the Alumni Constitution. To view the
draft Constitution please visit
alumni.monte.nsw.edu.au - all very
welcome to attend.

Special thanks to Antoinette Smith
(Class of 1980) for her ongoing
dedication to the committee over the
last seven months. We would also like
to thank Alexandra Cowie (nee Austin,
Class of 1992), who stepped down
from the committee this year. We
appreciate your support over the years.

Ex-Monte awarded a ‘Contribution
to Netball’ trophy to a Monte player
at the annual Monte Sports Award
Dinner. This year we congratulated
Anais Simo Dzumgang on her
involvement in the Monte netball
community throughout the year.
This year Ex-Monte has entered a
team in the Northern Suburbs Netball

Association twilight competition.
Along with players from the Ex-Monte
netball club, the team consists of two
current Monte students, Jacqueline
Henville and Harriet Phelps from
Year 12. This has been a wonderful
opportunity to integrate the wider
Monte community through playing the
sport we love. We always enjoy meeting
our younger counterparts on and off
the court and value the opportunity to
connect with future Monte Alumni.
Like the club’s facebook page
www.facebook.com/exstudentsnetballclub
or email the committee at –
exmontenetball@gmail.com.au
for updates regarding upcoming
netball competitions.
We will be taking expressions of interest
in November for the 2018 season!

TOUCH FOOTBALL
If any Alumni are interested in joining or
forming their own social team, please
email: xmontetouch@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/xmontetouch

CAITLIN RICHARDS (CLASS OF 2007) AND
V
HANNAH MCDONALD (CLASS OF 2009)

A TEAM OF EX-MONTE 1 AND 2 AGAINST THE VICTORIOUS MONTE 2 TEAM
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MASALOU LUNCH CELEBRATES

OVER 50 YEARS OF MEMORIES
On Tuesday 10 October, over
120 guests attended our annual
Masalou Lunch, celebrating 50
years or more since graduating
from Monte. It was wonderful to
welcome Alumni back to the College,
to hear their stories of days past
and to witness the joy of classmates
celebrating lifelong friendships.
The College Foundation Bequest
Committee held the first Masalou Lunch
in the Mercy Hall in 2002 and it was
very exciting to return this wonderful
event back to this historical venue.
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We were honoured to welcome
the following Sisters of Mercy –

Sr Margaret Shakeshaft RSM
ISMAPNG, Class of 1952

Sr Aidan (Rhonda) Bast RSM
ISMAPNG, Class of 1954

as well as Alumni spanning
26 years, from 1941 – 1967.

Sr Ellen Cahill RSM
North Sydney, Class of 1952

Ms Jacqueline Magurren, Deputy
Principal Pastoral Care, formally
welcomed guests to the lunch.
The historic photos she shared
with us and her stirring account
of the history of Mercy Hall was
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Sr Anne Drover RSM
ISMAPNG, Class of 1948
Sr Jacqueline Ford RSM
ISMAPNG, Class of 1955
Sr Anna Koeneman RSM
North Sydney, Class of 1957
Sr Bernadette Mansour RSM
North Sydney, Class of 1961
Sr Gabriel McArdle RSM
North Sydney, Class of 1950

Our guest speaker, Sr Anna Koeneman
RSM, shared with us her stories on how,
together with other young Sisters of
Mercy, they introduced the Wyndham
Scheme, compulsory instruction

of biology, geology, chemistry and
physics, to the Monte curriculum in
1967. It was a nostalgic trip down
memory lane for many and her stories
stirred up some precious memories.
Great schools such as Monte exist
due to the generosity of those who
came before us. Thank you to all our
Alumni for their support of College
events and fundraising initiatives
throughout the year. With your support
we can ensure that Monte’s strong
legacy will live on for generations.
Our Mercy spirit at Monte is alive and
well, it shines brightly in our Alumni,
our current students and our staff.

Excerpt from Sr Anna Koeneman’s speech

‘Can I recognise Monte today, the staff and students, in
carrying on the traditions we were handed? I have, as have
many of our Sisters, attended all sorts of functions over recent
times. What I observe is an enthusiasm for learning – with a
purpose of sharing their understanding with a wider world.
The girls, and indeed the staff, are amazingly explicit in their
understanding of a Mercy education. They are consciously
carrying on the Mercy Spirit in a way that is both modern and
real. In other words, they ‘’get it’’ and know what they are about.
It is good for us, as Alumni, to know that – and be grateful.’

30

Where are they now? Weddings
MONTE ALUMNI WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

(NEE SMITH, CLASS OF 1997)

After graduating as a civil engineer,
Elizabeth worked in design
then construction management
around Sydney Harbour.

While finishing her Arts degree
in English and Gender Studies
at Sydney University, Alexandra
landed a fun, part-time job on the
reception desk at an advertising
agency in North Sydney.

Elizabeth Hearn (Class of 2005) and
Marcus Lebmeier on 17 June 2017.

After completing most of her
Economics (Social Sciences)/
Law degrees at the University
of Sydney, Edwina finished her
university education at the
University of Washington, Seattle.
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Other Alumni in attendance included:
Niamh Cunningham, Samantha
Slimming, Laura Ilijas, Kyathi Chhabra
(nee Bhandary), Monica Fenwick (nee
Gambi), Julia Busseler (nee Cornwell),
Georgina Gosper, Stephanie Vandoros,
all Class of 2005.

(NEE O'NEILL, CLASS OF 1972)

(CLASS OF 1999)

Between 2013 – 2016 Edwina was
posted as a diplomat to the Australian
High Commission in Colombo, Sri Lanka,
and also accredited to the Maldives.
In Sri Lanka she worked on human
rights, post-conflict reconciliation and
transitional justice and transnational
crime, and monitored Sri Lankan
and Maldivian foreign policy. Now
back in Canberra, Edwina is looking
forward to her next overseas posting
and hopes to one day represent
Australia at the United Nations.

Jennifer Robertson (Class of 2005) and
Anna Parnell (nee Montgomery,
Class of 2005) were in the bridal party.

ALEXANDRA SLOANE

ELIZABETH TAYLOR

Edwina was seconded from Allens to
The Adara Group, an international
development organisation. While Senior
Counsel at Adara, Edwina worked on
health and education projects in Uganda
and Nepal. This work cemented her
desire to work in foreign policy and
international relations, and in 2011
Edwina moved to the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra.

Laura Emanuel (Class of 2005) and
Craig Nunn on 1 April 2017.

Kate Birdsall (nee Hayward, Class of
2003), Saskia Emanuel (nee Van der
Velde, Class of 2006), Celeste Pan (nee
Cornwell, Class of 2007), Libby Lang
(Class of 1988).

EDWINA SINCLAIR

On her return to Australia, Edwina
joined international law firm Allens
Linklaters, working across mergers and
acquisitions and commercial litigation.

WEDDINGS

As workplaces were not structured for
working mothers, Elizabeth moved into
academe. In 2009, after a rich career
in universities, Elizabeth resigned from
the position of Pro Vice-Chancellor
and Executive Dean, Faculty of
Sciences, Engineering and Health.
Since 1998, Elizabeth has been on the
Board of RedR Australia (a humanitarian
agency for international emergency
relief) and is currently the Chair.
She is also Chair of the Cambodian
Children’s Trust Australia (CCTA).
Elizabeth has been an active member
of Engineers Australia. Currently
she is Chair of the Engineering
Accreditation Board, and Deputy Chair
of the Washington Accord providing
Australian engineers with educational
recognition across 19 countries. She
has also completed a law degree.
In 2004 Elizabeth was appointed an
Officer of the Order of Australia (AO)
for ‘service to engineering education
through the design and implementation
of innovative academic programs,
to professional associations, and to
enhancing the status of women in
the profession and promoting it as a
career option’. She currently juggles
consultancies with Defence and
Charles Sturt University, her volunteer
activities and four grandchildren.

This led to an international career of
11 years managing brand strategy and
marketing communications for clients
like Toyota, Lexus and Telstra. In her
late 20s, Alex had a five-year stint at
Y&R advertising agency, New York as
Global Account lead for brands like LG
and Dell, in which time her team was
recognised at the Cannes Lions Festival.
After the birth of her son, Archie,
in the US, Alexandra left the ad
agency world, returned to Sydney
and started with Facebook where
she now is Head of Marketing for
Australia and New Zealand.
In her five years with the tech company,
Alex has completed a two-year
assignment with Facebook Singapore,
where she managed a team of
marketers across the Asia-Pacific region
and welcomed her daughter, future
Monte student, Xanthe. These days,
Alex is responsible for the Facebook
consumer and business brand locally.
Her passion for helping mothers to stay
in the workforce and live their best lives
sees her very involved in corporate
speaking and thought-leadership.

Rita Yammine (Class of 2005) was
maid of honour.
Lauren Rawling (nee Kay),
Imogen Hawkins and Kim Rubin were in
the bridal party, all Class of 2005.
Other Alumni in attendance included:
Jessica Sweeney, Lauren Lawson
(nee Barry), Allison Houston and
Kyathi Chhabra (nee Bhandari), all Class
of 2005.

Jessica Calodolce (Class of 2002) and
Martin Daniel on 5 August 2017.
Mother of the bride - Joanne Calodolce
(nee Gennusa, Class of 1973).
Jaclyn Calodolce (Class of 1999),
Paula Stamatis (nee Calodolce, Class of
1997) were in the bridal party.
Other Alumni in attendance included:
Melanie Fernandez, Ting Wang,
Riza Karis (nee Hidayat), Pia Cain,
Marisa Katari, Andrea L'huede (nee
Wong), Justine Arfaras, all Class of 2002.

32

Reunions

REUNIONS AND GATHERINGS

CLASS OF 2007
10 YEAR REUNION

Alumni from the Class of 2007 had
a memorable evening at Three Blue
Ducks. More than 40 Alumni enjoyed
a wonderful evening of fun and
laughter catching up with friends.

Diary
DIARY

ALUMNI DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY 2018
MONTE OPEN DAY
Sunday 11 March

On the same evening, Class of 2007
Alumni living in London also celebrated
their 10 year reunion together.

ALUMNI ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Sunday 11 March

CANBERRA REUNION
Thursday 15 March
For Alumni living, working or studying in
Canberra.
If you are interested to learn more
or attend this reunion please contact
alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

The below reunions are already
in the planning for 2018.

CLASS OF 1958 REUNION
(60 YEARS)

We would love to hear from
Alumni of the below year groups
who would be interested in
organising their reunion in 2018:
5 year reunion: Class of 2013

Saturday 23 June

10 year reunion: Class of 2008

Contact: alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

15 year reunion: Class of 2003

CLASS OF 1978 REUNION
(40 YEARS)
Saturday 20 October
If you would like to be kept up to date
with reunion plans, please contact
monteclassof1978@gmail.com

BLUE & BLUE LUNCH

CLASS OF 1998 REUNION
(20 YEARS)

Friday 18 May

Contact: alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

Vale

25 year reunion: Class of 1993
30 year reunion: Class of 1988
35 year reunion: Class of 1983
45 year reunion: Class of 1973
50 year reunion: Class of 1968

CAREER INSIGHTS EVENING
Wednesday 20 June

CLASS OF 2012
5 YEAR REUNION
An amazing turnout of 80 Alumni
from the Class of 2012 reunited at
the Sydney Flying Squadron.

'It was so nice to see everyone mingling and catching up on what’s happened
since 2012!
What I enjoyed the most was listening to everyone share memories of their time at Monte.
I can definitely speak on behalf of the cohort that "Once a Monte girl, always a Monte
girl!" We’ve all been very lucky to have gone to such a great school and go through such a
large chapter of our lives with an amazing group of people!’

HIROSHIMA PEACE
PARK CONNECTION
Retired Monte teacher,
Mr Marshall Leaver, caught up
with Stephanie Newman (Class of
2013) who is studying at Yamaguchi
University in Japan under the New
Columbo Program. Stephanie is
soon to take up an internship with
the Australian Embassy in Tokyo.

MONTE ALUMNI LIVING ON
THE SUNSHINE COAST
Joanne Hercus (nee Morton, Class
of 1969), Louise Smith (nee Ryan,
Class of 1969), Catherine Bourassa
(nee Hill, Class of 1960) and seated
Gwen Hill (nee Johnson, Class of 1960).

33

If you are interested in being a guest
speaker at this event, or at any other
time throughout the year, please contact
alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

MASALOU LUNCH
Tuesday, 16 October

ALUMNI CONSTITUTION:
The Alumni Committee would like to advise that we are proposing changes
to the Constitution. Voting on changes will take place at our Annual General
Meeting on 11 March 2018.
To view the proposed changes to the Alumni Constitution please visit:
alumni.monte.nsw.edu.au

VALE

Sister Celestine
(Eula) Pooley rsm, Class of 1956

Mary Ingall

Jennifer Stahl

nee Hartman, Class of 1946

Class of 1962

Therese Cooper

Mary Smith

Margaret Tilden

nee Nicoll, Class of 1976

Class of 1948

nee Bradstreet, Class of 1971
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Mercy Day 2017
– when Catherine McAuley
offered her own shawl from her
shoulders in selfless service
it became the symbol of
nurturance, protection,
warmth and shelter.

Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College
128 MILLER STREET, NORTH SYDNEY, NSW 2060
PHONE 02 9409 6200
www.monte.nsw.edu.au

