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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

"I shall have to put the shoulder to the wheel." 
- Letter from Elizabeth McQuoin to Sr Mary Ligouri, 2 October  1881.

Dear Parents and Friends of Monte,

A warm welcome to our students, families and friends as we 
begin Term 3 at the College, in what will prove to be a busy and 
exciting term, as new student leaders are announced, House 
Plays are digitally brought to the stage and much awaited co-
curricular activities recommence.

In our College’s 145th year, our young women continue to 
uniquely contribute to a legacy of learning through their rigorous 
pursuit of knowledge and vivid articulation of their Mercy faith. 
Regardless of the time period, our College has always prided 
itself on being a place of inquiry, of truth, of excellence, of dignity 
for all, where focus is placed on values, academic rigour and 
activism.

In 1881, Elizabeth McQuoin expressed her determination to 
move forward by putting her “shoulder to the wheel”, an adage 
that perfectly illustrates her zeal, and her recognition that hard 
work is fundamental in reaching that all-important end goal. For 
Elizabeth, her end goal was to strengthen her rapidly expanding 
mission of educating and empowering women and children, one 
which would significantly and enduringly impact colonial Sydney. 
Today our young women are asked to put their ‘shoulder to the 
wheel’ in pursuit of knowledge and a love of learning, as through 
learning comes freedom, choice and the ultimate attainment of 
empowerment. 

In our special Leadership Liturgy we gathered as a Mercy 
community to bless and commission those students chosen 
to represent and lead us in the spirit of our Mercy tradition. We 
entrusted them with the authority to carry out the duties of 
their leadership positions, sharers in the model of leadership 
of Catherine McAuley, Elizabeth McQuoin and the Sisters of 
Mercy North Sydney. This model of leadership seeks to serve 
rather than to be served and develops unity and dignity in the 
recognition that each person has unique and significant gifts. 

We acknowledge and express our gratitude to the outgoing 
College Captain, Monet Trevisan, and the leadership team who 
have courageously inspired and animated Mercy through their 
ethic of caring, courage and grace. 

God Bless, 
Mrs Nicole Christensen
Principal

"Today our young women 
are asked to put their 
‘shoulder to the wheel’ 
in pursuit of knowledge 
and a love of learning, as 
through learning comes 
freedom, choice and the 
ultimate attainment of 
empowerment."
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House Captains 
Aquinas  Pia Jackson and Gabrielle Nugent 
McQuoin Grace Bruce and Claire Devine 
McAuley  Charlottle O'Neill and Claudia Tynan 
Xavier  Josephine Carlile and Giordana Cicchini 
Rankin  Kira Ponsonby and Sara Ryan 
McGuirk  Tara McCoy and Tara Wappett 

The College Congratulates the  
Student Leaders for 2020/2021

BRIDGET  
CUNNINGHAM

MADDISON  
RUBIC

ISABELLA  
DOYLE

EMILY EIDE AVA REGOLI
MADELEINE 
TEYCHENNE

LILY WARD

 

Co-curricular Captains 
Community & Service Captain Amelia Duggan 
Drama & Theatre Captain  Gennavieve Lovely 
Debating Captain   Ana Mauleon 
Duke of Edinburgh Captain  Eloise Parker 
Literary Captain   Claire Le Blond 
Liturgy Captain   Elise Zacca 
Mercy Action Group Captain Isabella Cook 
Music Captain   Elspeth Watson Clark 
Sports Captain   Grace Kells 
Technology Captain  Rachael Sequeira 
Visual Arts Captain  Monique Lozina 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2020/2021 STUDENT LEADERS, IN ORDER WITH MRS NICOLE CHRISTENSEN; AVA REGOLI, EMILY EIDE, ISABELLA DOYLE, 
MADDISON RUBIC (COLLEGE CAPTAIN), MADELEINE TEYCHENNE, BRIDGET CUNNINGHAM AND LILY WARD. 



PAGE  /  5MONTE MATTERS  24 July 2020  /  TERM 3 WEEK 1

MONTE BURSARIES 2021

AT MONTE WE BELIEVE IN 
PREPARING YOUNG WOMEN  
FOR A LIFE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
AND PURPOSE

2021 Bursaries are now available for 
young women to receive a Mercy 
education at Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy 
College, North Sydney. All bursaries are 
based on financial needs.

APPLICATIONS  
OPEN NOW
Full details and the 2021 Application  
Form are available on the website: 

monte.nsw.edu.au/admissions/bursaries

Enquiries to registrar@monte.nsw.edu.au

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: 

Friday 18 September 2020
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FROM THE HEAD 
OF LEARNING ENHANCEMENT

Ms Jenny Jiang 
Head Of Learning Enhancement  

Without knowing precisely how 2020 will continue to unfold, it is a 
great pleasure to see Monte students continue to recognise and 
embrace the possibilities and challenges offered by the present 
moment. The students have been models for us in their optimism 
and enthusiasm for learning in a variety of co-curricular activities.

Future Problem Solving: Practice Round

In Term 2, our Future Problem Solving Teams completed a practice 
problem on the topic of Sleep Patterns, analysing the many 
challenges that alternative sleep therapies may pose. Our senior 
team expertly coached the middle team to achieve commendable 
scores in the judge’s feedback. The students were presented 
with a future scenario involving a ‘miracle’ product, promising the 
benefits of eight  hours of sleep in half the time, with a worrying list 
of possible side effects and the even more worrying use of ‘nano-
bots’. The students had to conduct research on sleep patterns 
and use this research to hypothesise about potential problems 
in a diverse range of categories from education to psychological 
health, ethics and religion. The students then identified a broad 
underlying problem and generated solutions to solve this problem. 
Through the six-step problem solving model, this competition 
demonstrates the way that structure and limitations allow 
creativity to flourish. 

“You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or exactly 
where it is all going. What you need is to recognise the possibilities 
and challenges offered by the present moment, and to embrace 
them with courage, faith and hope.” ― Thomas Merton

Academic Conferences: Year 10 Masterclass

This year we ran the Academy Conference Masterclass in-house 
– featuring a range of interesting presentations (filmed by the 
organisers) on topics including Aristotle’s Nichomacean Ethics, 
the quandaries of Environmental Economics, the ‘social physics’ 
of big data and how to approach an Oxbridge interview question. 
The Year 10 students who participated rose to the challenge and 
had a day of lively debate and discussion. 

Year 10 Student Reflections

“Today's presentations made me think more critically and extend 
my views on a variety of topics. I am inspired to research and further 
investigate environmental economics so I can help and change my 
daily behaviour for the better.”

“The presentations challenged me to critically think about the 
media I consume and my everyday actions, especially considering 
art vs artist and big data.” 

“I enjoyed being able to debate and voice ideas to other people in 
the class. It was really enlightening to hear new ideas and to build 
on other people's theories.”

When asked if there are further topics they would like to pursue in a 
similar format, I was overwhelmed with the range and complexity 
of ideas presented, from theories of aesthetics to the history of 
racism. It certainly shows us the sophistication of our students’ 
interests! 

STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE FUTURE PROBLEM SOLVING COMPETITION
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SR LECIA’S THOUGHTS

Purpose In Our Lives

Dear Readers,

Searching for truth, joy and love is something we all want to 
do, unless we are so steeped and trapped in evil, that we feel 
compelled to promote the Kingdom of the Evil One. Fortunately 
there are also good people who live in peaceful contentment, even 
in the midst of adversity of all kinds. These include those who 
have been washed clean by the Blood of the Lamb - Christians 
who believe and trust in God, finding their joy and strength in Him.

St Paul tells us in Romans 10:13-15,17: 

“Everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved. But 
they will not ask His help unless they believe in Him. And they will 
not believe in Him unless they have heard of Him. And they will not 
hear of Him unless they get a preacher. And they will never have a 
preacher unless one is sent. But as Scripture says: ‘The footsteps 
of those who bring good news is a welcome sound.’ So faith comes 
from hearing what is preached, and what is preached comes from 
the word of Christ.”

Sister Lecia Coombe RSM

This passage could move us to gratitude for all God’s gifts; 
encourage us to listen to God’s Word; empower us to live by it, and 
enable us to enjoy life as a child of God. It may urge us to join those 
who make it possible for others to know Jesus, and say, “Blessed 
are the feet that bring Good News”. It will show God’s Love for 
us, and help us realise that Jesus needs each of us to help Him 
spread the Gospel. It will entice us to listen for His Voice - in the 
Scriptures, the events of our lives, the combined affirmation of 
trusted mentors, and in dreams… and much more, as The Spirit 
directs us.

When did you first learn of Jesus? Have you ever wondered why 
you were told that the day of your Baptism, (whether as a baby in a 
Christian family, or as an independent adult) was the happiest day 
of your life? Briefly, it is because on that day, you became eligible to 
receive every blessing bestowed by God on the followers of Jesus 
Christ, His Only Son, Our Lord. When you call on the Name of the 
Lord, you are calling on the One who has power to save you from 
evil, guide you safely through life and bring you to fullness of life 
in Heaven. Baptism is the usual path to Jesus but remember, for 
God, everything is possible!

Next week, try to ponder prayerfully Readings of 26 July 2020, 
17th Sunday Ord.Time A. Use your Bibles to find: 1 Kings 3:5, 
7-12; Romans 8:28-30;  and especially  Mt 13:44-52. What is the 
Treasure?  

In Term 3, may there be treasured surprises ahead to balance 
your hard times. Place your worries in God’s hands, remembering 
you are never alone. Yes, God is always with you somehow! Our 
grateful, loving thoughts and prayers are with you too.

READINGS: 1 KINGS 3:5, 7-12; ROMANS 8:28-30, MT 13:44-52. 
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FROM THE HEAD
OF PDHPE 

Ms Simone Polly 
Head Of PDHPE 

Adaptability - the linchpin of PDHPE,           
Term 2, 2020. 
During Term 2 this year, PDHPE looked different, sounded different 
and certainly felt different for staff and students alike, as the 
subject area navigated a variety of learning platforms and modes, 
with constantly changing restrictions and recommendations, 
particularly around what it means to be physically active and 
healthy in a restricted society, and then a society upholding social 
distancing. 

As a subject area that determinedly strives for all students to 
appreciate and understand the array of influences on personal 
health practices, and to demonstrate a commitment to lead and 
promote healthy, safe and active lives for themselves, others 
and communities, the COVID-19 situation has highlighted the 
importance of PDHPE as a curriculum area. Students have 
been encouraged to see the real-life application and importance 
of developing lifelong health-promoting skills and fostering 
conditions for positive health and wellbeing for all, particularly 
when faced with widespread challenges and restrictions.

ZOOM TECHNICAL LESSONS FOR STUDENTS PRACTICING ATHLETICS SPRINT STARTS

Physical Education lessons, a standard part of the student 
timetable, suddenly appeared under threat as learning left the 
campus, along with its court spaces and vast array of equipment, 
necessitating a change of approach. I’m sure many family and 
friends of our students have been exposed to some of the unique 
and novel student experiences of practical lessons throughout 
Term 2, with these varied experiences including, but not limited to:

While at home:

• Innovative zero-equipment/ minimal-space workouts (high 
intensity interval training, aerobics classes and body weight 
strength circuits, just to name a few) to encourage students to 
work up a sweat and attempt to grasp onto the fitness gains 
of the Winter sports pre-seasons.

• Skill-based challenges with appropriated equipment – rolled-
up socks make an excellent ‘ball’ for practicing throwing and 
catching with accuracy and coordination.

• Learning of new skills, such as juggling, providing video 
evidence of the gradual improvements.

• Zoom technical lessons for sports skills, such as Athletics 
sprint starts and shot put.

While at school:

• Students and staff creatively devising strategies and solutions 
for team identification that didn’t require coloured bibs.

• Strict enforcement of the Netball ‘3-feet’ rule applied to all 
sports.

• A broad range of modified versions of Volleyball with 
tennis balls, unique hitting styles, kicking, and other rule 
modifications.

• An exponential growth in the distribution and use of hand 
sanitiser before and after all lessons.
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FROM THE HEAD OF PDHPE

The zealous innovation of the PDHPE department was met only 
by the remarkable enthusiasm and open-mindedness of the 
students, who approached all learning activities with positivity 
having endeavoured to follow all guidelines as effectively as 
possible while relishing the opportunity to reacquaint themselves 
with team sports and activities.

As we appreciate and enjoy our time back in the classroom with 
our students currently, we are able to reflect on the many positive 
outcomes that have emerged from a time of such uncertainty. 
Adaptations to these constantly changing circumstances 
have facilitated the development of new skills in addition to a 
reinvigorated passion for physical activity, promoting a positive 
attitude towards lifelong health and wellbeing.

BADMINTON IN MERCY HALL

STUDENTS PLAYING MODIFIED VOLLEYBALLCONTACTLESS PDHPE LESSONS 

AEROBICS TRAINING IN MERCY HALL INNOVATIVE CONTACTLESS AEROBICS LESSONS
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REMINDER: YEAR 8 Learning Conference 
WEDNESDAY 29 JULY

The Year 8 Learning Conference is an opportunity for a three-way discussion between Teacher, Student and Parent/s to gain 
insight into the student’s Academic and Pastoral progress.

When: Wednesday 29 July 2020

Where: ZOOM Video Conferencing 

Time: 4:30pm-8:30pm (break between 6:00pm-6:30pm)

You can still log in to request interviews until Tuesday 28 July at 3pm. 

For assistance, please contact Ms Donelle Fryer: dfryer@monte.nsw.edu.au.

DEBATING REPORT

From The Debating Captain
2020/2021 Debating Captian, Ana Mauleon

Tuesday 21 July marked the first round of the 2020 Archdale 
competition, which is a competition amongst independent 
girl’s schools. This competition, usually taking place in Term 
2, was delayed because of COVID-19. We are very grateful for 
the opportunity to participate in this competition, despite the 
date changes, and hope for a promising season of expanded 
knowledge and successful debates. 

This first round tested debaters’ knowledge on new topics and 
ideas relating to education, which brought Monte great results. 
Monte had to think critically in this challenging round against 
Meriden, with topics such as “That the government should only 
subsidise degrees that are beneficial to the state”, which was 
debated by the Senior team. This topic required the Seniors to 
evaluate and analyse the purpose of degrees and university, and 
argue the importance of this for each individual, winning them the 
debate.

During this round, Monte achieved a fantastic result of six 
teams winning their debates which is greatly commended. We 
congratulate our victories teams for winning their respective 
debates against Meriden. 

We would also like to commend and thank all debaters for their 
tenacious attitude during these online debates, and persevering 
through various technical issues while still achieving great 
outcomes. We are very excited for the commencement of the 
Term 3 Schools Debating Network (SDN) competition starting on 
Friday the 24th of July which will hold the first face-to-face debates 
since Term 1. We wish the girls luck in all their future debates and 
hope for future success for Monte. 

Team Results

Year 7A Loss

Year 7B Win

Year 8A Win

Year 8B Win

Juniors Win

Year 9 Win

Year 10 Loss

Seniors Win

Archdale Debating Results: 21 July 2020

mailto:dfryer%40monte.nsw.edu.au%20?subject=Year%208%20Learning%20Conference
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Good Luck

 · Monte Basketball players who commence competition this 
Saturday 25 July. 

 · Monte Hockey players who commence matches in the 
IGSSA Hockey Competition this Saturday 25 July. 

Thanks 

 · To all the Monte parents and students who have been 
adhering to the COVID-19 Safety Protocols; this has given 
our students the opportunity to participate in Monte Sport. 

 · To the Footballers who played during the school holidays. 

 · To all players and parents who are abiding by the sport-
specific COVID-19 Safety Plans to ensure we can continue to 
play School and Community Sport in a safe and responsible 
manner. 

SPORTS REPORT

Mr Michael Vandervelde 
Sport Program Manager

Congratulations

 · Monte Tildesley Tennis Team who competed at Pymble 
last weekend. The team experienced a unique Tildesley 
Tournament, one without spectators. They represented 
the College with pride and demonstrated their best efforts. 
Greatest results were recorded by Grace Bruce (Year 11) 
who progressed to Round 6 and Sophie Sidgreaves (Year 11) 
who made Round 5 in the singles competition. In doubles, 
Charlotte Dorahy and Kath Vo (Year 12), made Round 3 
before eventually conceding. The team placed 17th overall. 
Well done to all the players. 

 · Monte Footballers who played throughout the school 
holidays.

 · Monte Netballers who played their first round of Norths 
Netball on Friday 17 July and Saturday 18 July under the new 
COVID-19 Safety Protocols.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL STUDENTS WHO COMPETED IN TILDESLEY TENNIS LAST WEEKEND

CONGRATULATIONS TILDESLEY TENNIS PLAYERS!
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SPORTS REPORT

Summer Sport Program
Summer Sport Program (Term 4 2020 & Term 1 2021)

Term 3 will see nominations open for the Term 4 & 1 Summer 
Sports Program. Trials will be held during Term 3.

The Sports on offer will be:

• Tennis (HKDTA & IGSSA)

• Touch (Easts)

• Softball (MWSA)

• Water Polo (IGSSA & ESSG)

• Volleyball (Santa) (Term 4 & 1)

• Basketball (Santa) Term 4 & 1)

• Sailing (Term 4 & 1) – still to be confirmed

• AFL (Term 1 only) – registrations Term 4

Monte Active
Monte Active classes recommence from this week, join anytime: 

• Yoga – Tuesday afternoon & Friday morning (OR401)

• Fitness – most mornings (outside the pool)

Try your first session for free. All details are on MonteConnect – 
Monte Active Page. 

Return To Sport: COVID-19 Safety Plans
This week has seen students return to the College, to training and 
to competitions still under COVID-19 Safety Protocols. Please 
be aware, there are COVID-19 Safety Plans in operation for each 
sport. The details of the relevant Safety Plan will be distributed 
to players and parents prior to their first game. These plans may 
adapt if there are changes to the NSW Public Health Orders; 
parents and players will be notified accordingly. 

In general, we are operating on a ‘get in, play, get out’ philosophy. 
In IGSSA competitions and Northern Suburbs Netball, this 
includes no spectators.

Each sport is following a strict set of safety standards that 
includes: the sanitising of hands, equipment cleaning, social 
distancing, arriving at set times to eliminate cross overs, no use 
of change rooms, no handshakes, hi fives or spitting, no sharing 
of water or half time snacks, and not attending when sick or 
showing any flu-like symptoms. 

Please make sure you abide by safety plans for your sport and 
adhere to the requests from venue convenors.

For those sports where no spectating is permitted, please do 
the right thing – drop off and then collect at the end of the game 
(preferably do not exit from your car). 

Training Protocols
Training continues operating on a ‘get in, train, get out’ philosophy. 
We are still following protocols of spacing, social distancing, no 
sharing water bottles, towels, or refreshments, good hygiene 
including cleaning equipment and hand washing, and accurate 
roll marking. As the sport-specific protocols change we will be 
advising players.

Swimming
Monte offers swimming squads for fitness and/or for competition 
all year round. The Swim page on MonteConnect contains all the 
information. Contact Jon Bell  jbell@monte.nsw.edu.au with any 
queries.

Sports Fixtures Newsletter
Each Friday when you receive your link to Monte Matters you will 
receive a second link for our weekly Sports Fixtures Newsletter. 
On it you will find draws or links to draws for Monte teams playing 
on the weekend.

Sporting Acknowledgements
If your daughter is involved in any significant sporting events/ 

achievements please let us know so she can be acknowledged. CONGRATULATIONS TILDESLEY TENNIS PLAYERS!

mailto:jbell%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
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SPORTS REPORT

Return To Sport
The following sport and activities are being conducted; however, 
this is subject to change should there be any adjustments to the 
situation due to COVID-19.  

Sport Competition Commencement Date

Athletics IGSSA Twilight, IGSSA and CGSSSA Championships Training – Term 3 Week 1

Basketball Invitational Competition
Saturday 25 July
Training – Term 3 Week 1

Cross Country IGSSA and CGSSSA Championships
TBC (end Term 3 & Term 4)
Monte Runners – Term 3 Week 1

Dance CGSSSA Championships
Tuesday 13 October
Training – Term 3 Week 1

Football (Soccer) NSFA Competition
Sunday 5 July
Training – Term 3 Week 1

Hockey IGSSA Competition
Saturday 25 July
Training – Term 3 Week 1

Monte Active – Fitness Training Training – Term 3 Week 1

Netball Norths Netball Competition Commenced Friday 17 - Saturday 18 July

Rugby 7s Schools Invitational Competition
Training – Term 3 Week 1
Term 3 Week 5

Swimming Squads Training Term 3 Week 1

Tae Kwon Do Training Term 3 Week 1

Tennis Training Term 3 Week 1

Yoga Training Term 3 Week 1

Term 3 Representative & School Events

Event Date Time Venue

CGSSSA Netball Championships (TBC) 8:00am - 3:00pm Willoughby

CGSSSA Athletics Carnival 14 August (TBC) 8:00am - 3:00pm SIAC, Homebush

Co-curricular Sports Photos 18-19 August 8:00am - 3:00pm Monte

Monte Dance and Aerobics Recital 13 August (TBC) 6:00pm - 8:00pm ACC, Monte

IGSSA Athletics Championships 20 August (TBC) 3:00pm - 8:00pm SOPAC, Homebush

IGSSA Athletics Championships 21 August (TBC) 8:00am - 4:00pm SOPAC, Homebush

IGSSA Cross Country 19 September (TBC) 8:00am - 2:00pm Frensham

CGSSSA Dance 13 October (TBC) 8:00am - 3:00pm The McQuoin Centre, Monte

All School Sport Australia (National) and NSW All Schools 
pathway events have been cancelled for 2020. The majority of 
NSWCCC pathway events are also cancelled for Term 2, 3 and 
4. There are still some Representative events that are being 
considered. We will confirm as we receive more information. 

The full list of cancelled events can be found on the Catholic 
Schools NSW (CSNSW) website. 

IGSSA and CGSSA are currently reviewing what Representative 
Events can still operate under NSW Public Health Orders and DET 
guidelines in Term 3 & 4. For example, CGSSSA Athletics, Cross 
Country, Tennis, Dance, IGSSA Athletics and Cross Country are 
still potentially running. 

The Sport Department conducts & publicises trials for Monte 
Representative Teams. Check with Sport staff if you are unsure.

Contact the Sport Coordinators if you have any queries. 
Information relating to each sport is on MonteConnect – Sport 
2020 page under the specific sport.

https://csnsw.sport/news/events-suspended
https://csnsw.sport/news/events-suspended
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CONGRATULATIONS TILDESLEY TENNIS PLAYERS!

SPORTS REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS TILDESLEY TENNIS PLAYERS!

Sports Department 

Please contact the Sports Department on 9409 6420 or 

email mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au.

2020 Sport Department Staff

For more details regarding Term 2 Sports:

Aerobics – Mrs Liz Morgan
lmorgan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Athletics – Mr Matt Rowan
mrowan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Basketball – Mr Matt Rowan
mrowan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Cross Country – Ms Tania Dorahy
tdorahy@monte.nsw.edu.au

Dance – Mrs Liz Morgan
lmorgan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Football – Mr Michael Vandervelde
mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au 

Hockey – Mrs Liz Morgan
lmorgan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Monte Active – Ms Katie Barton
kbarton@monte.nsw.edu.au

Netball – Ms Tania Dorahy
tdorahy@monte.nsw.edu.au

Rugby 7s – Mr Matt Rowan
mrowan@monte.nsw.edu.au

Swimming – Mr Jon Bell
jbell@monte.nsw.edu.au

Tae Kwon Do – Mr Michael Vandervelde
mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au 

            
#ITSOK2PLAY 
Back to school and back 
out on the playing field 
with a positive attitude and 
a COVID-19 Safety Plan.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SUPPORT
HSC STUDENTS WITH READING &
WRITING WITHIN THEIR EXAMS
You may be aware that some HSC students have Disability Provisions granted to enable 
them to access their examinations. There is a comprehensive process for assessing student 
eligibility and some students qualify for a reader and writer to support them.

We are looking for volunteers to support our current HSC students who have been granted access 
to a reader and writer within their final HSC examinations.

Yes. If a student has been granted both a reader and a 
writer, NESA would expect that the same person act as 
both.

If you are interested in becoming a reader/writer and 
are available during any of the dates listed below please 
contact Penelope Gillam: pgillam@monte.nsw.edu.au.  
Your assistance would be much appreciated. 

HSC TRIAL EXAMINATIONS PERIOD 
MONDAY 17 AUGUST - MONDAY 31 AUGUST

HSC FINAL EXAMINATIONS PERIOD 
THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER - FRIDAY 6 NOVEMBER

Can the reader/writer be the same person?

What qualities should a reader/writer have?
Ability to communicate clearly in English with a 
sufficient literacy level.
Understanding of the subject being examined.
Clear, legible handwriting.
Willingness to spend time practising with the student. 
Patience and sensitivity.
Understanding of the need to maintain 
confidentiality and an ability to do so.

A former student of the school. 
A suitable adult.
A retired teacher.

A relative or friend of the student.
A currently employed teacher or private tutor. 
A non-teaching employee at the student’s school. 
Anyone who recently taught the student. 
Anyone who has a close relative sitting the same 
examination.
A NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) appointed 
examination supervisor or presiding officer.

Who can act as a reader/writer?

Who cannot act as a reader/writer?

What a reader/writer can do.
Read the exam question and any incorporated 
stimulus or resource material as many times as the 
student asks them to. 
Read the student’s answers back to them.
Write the student's answers exactly as dictated by the 
student. 
Ask the student to repeat a word or sentence. 
Ask the student to spell difficult or obscure words.
Punctuate and use capital letters without specific 
direction of the student.
Re-read the last two sentences that have been written, 
to enable the student to regain their place in the work.

Interpret the question for the student.
Advise the student in any way.
Make comments on the student's work. 
Alter the student's work or write words that the 
student has not dictated.
Re-write a student's written work.
Type for the student.
Draw for the student. 

What a reader/writer cannot do.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SUPPORT
HSC STUDENTS WITH READING &
WRITING WITHIN THEIR EXAMS
You may be aware that some HSC students have Disability Provisions granted to enable 
them to access their examinations. There is a comprehensive process for assessing student 
eligibility and some students qualify for a reader and writer to support them.

We are looking for volunteers to support our current HSC students who have been granted access 
to a reader and writer within their final HSC examinations.

Yes. If a student has been granted both a reader and a 
writer, NESA would expect that the same person act as 
both.

If you are interested in becoming a reader/writer and 
are available during any of the dates listed below please 
contact Penelope Gillam: pgillam@monte.nsw.edu.au.  
Your assistance would be much appreciated. 

HSC TRIAL EXAMINATIONS PERIOD 
MONDAY 17 AUGUST - MONDAY 31 AUGUST

HSC FINAL EXAMINATIONS PERIOD 
THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER - FRIDAY 6 NOVEMBER

Can the reader/writer be the same person?

What qualities should a reader/writer have?
Ability to communicate clearly in English with a 
sufficient literacy level.
Understanding of the subject being examined.
Clear, legible handwriting.
Willingness to spend time practising with the student. 
Patience and sensitivity.
Understanding of the need to maintain 
confidentiality and an ability to do so.

A former student of the school. 
A suitable adult.
A retired teacher.

A relative or friend of the student.
A currently employed teacher or private tutor. 
A non-teaching employee at the student’s school. 
Anyone who recently taught the student. 
Anyone who has a close relative sitting the same 
examination.
A NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) appointed 
examination supervisor or presiding officer.

Who can act as a reader/writer?

Who cannot act as a reader/writer?

What a reader/writer can do.
Read the exam question and any incorporated 
stimulus or resource material as many times as the 
student asks them to. 
Read the student’s answers back to them.
Write the student's answers exactly as dictated by the 
student. 
Ask the student to repeat a word or sentence. 
Ask the student to spell difficult or obscure words.
Punctuate and use capital letters without specific 
direction of the student.
Re-read the last two sentences that have been written, 
to enable the student to regain their place in the work.

Interpret the question for the student.
Advise the student in any way.
Make comments on the student's work. 
Alter the student's work or write words that the 
student has not dictated.
Re-write a student's written work.
Type for the student.
Draw for the student. 

What a reader/writer cannot do.
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NOMINATE NOW - ONLY 2 WEEKS LEFT! 

http://msamc.link/CatherineMcAuleyAlumnaMercyAward





