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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

We welcome greater recognition of the influential work of 
extraordinary women.

Dear Parents and Friends of Monte,

On Monday, the nation celebrated a record percentage of 
women recognised at this year’s Queen’s Birthday Honours. 
Although it was encouraging to see the extraordinary 
contributions made by women validated by the community 
through public nomination, the majority of awards were still 
attributed to men.

This year our Monte Alumni Association seeks to greater 
recognise the extraordinary achievements of our Alumni 
with the inception of the inaugural Catherine McAuley Alumna 
Mercy Award. This award recognises the achievements and 
contributions of an inspirational Alumna who, inspired by their 
Mercy values, has demonstrated outstanding moral character, 
achieved exceptionally in their personal or professional 
endeavours or has made a significant contribution to their 
community. We encourage you to nominate a worthy Monte 
graduate who deserves to be recognised for their contributions 
to the betterment of our world.

As a College that celebrates the plethora of talent in our 
Monte women, we relentlessly seek to pursue opportunities 
that proliferate the visibility of female achievement through 
student leadership and academic opportunities. The recent 
American study ‘Risk taking and competition in an all-girls’ 
school’ has found that female students from single-sex schools 
compete at a higher level when assigned to predominantly 
female groups, as opposed to girls who compete in mixed-
gender groups.

This week, the College Library was abuzz with bourgeoning 
authors, illustrators, editors and publishers from Years 7-10 
participating in the vastly popular group-learning opportunity, 

Write A Book in a Day. With distinct roles and responsibilities 
clearly defined, teams of 10 students deliberated, wrote, 
illustrated, bound and published a book within five distinct 
parameters. 

In an all girls’ school, a collaborative project such as this affords 
our girls an even playing field, an equal voice to be competitive 
and self-confident in their approach to new challenges, 
leadership and ultimate success, without the weight of gender 
stereotyping.

This authentic learning model, founded on collective equity, 
trust, consensus and lively encouragement presents an 
invaluable opportunity for our girls to discover how to harness 
their strengths, in their fullest expression, whether it be story-
boarding, writing, editing, team management or illustration.

Self-managed, elevating projects demand our girls practise 
strategies to exercise both individual and collective focus 
in order that they overcome distractions from within an 
animated room of more than 100 creatives. Working towards 
a mutual goal our girls learn to recognise and promote distinct 
strengths, both within themselves and in their team mates, for 
use as a collective benefit. These skills are being recognised 
as the most valuable in the emerging workforce of the 3rd 
decade of the 21st Century.

Today the College was delighted to welcome respected 
members of our Monte community at our annual Year 7 
Grandparents Day Liturgy. We honour all significant loved ones 
who play a caring role in the lives of our young women and pay 
gratitude for their wisdom, unconditional love, celebration and 
support. 

God Bless, 
Mrs Nicole Christensen 
Principal

“As a College that celebrates the plethora 
of talent in our Monte women, we 
relentlessly seek to pursue opportunities 
that proliferate the visibility of female 
achievement through student leadership 
and academic opportunities.”

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WNYLVCD
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WNYLVCD
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SPOTLIGHT ON SERVICE

CAS Project  
TAKE 3 FOR THE SEA

As part of their Community Activity Service (CAS) project, on 
Friday 24 May and Saturday 25 May, Year 11 students Sophia 
Littlejohn, Lara Campbell, Kathryn Fraser, Emma Brown, Brielle 
Walsh and Bronte Walsh (Year 10) all graciously volunteered 
their time at recent Take 3 for the Sea (supported by AVID 
Property Group) environmental community events.

On Friday evening, the students joined AVID staff and 120 VIP 
guests for a preview screening of the new feature documentary 
2040. The screening was followed by an expert Q&A panel 
session with four sustainability experts including: director and 
leading actor of 2040 – Damon Gameau; fellow Monte student 
and Young Conservationist of the Year (2018), Sophia Skarparis 
(Year 11); and Adriana Verges, UNSW Associate Professor, 
marine ecologist and seaweed expert.

On Saturday morning the girls arrived bright and early at 
Rushcutters Bay Park, where they helped Take 3 for the Sea 
CEO, Tim Silverwood, and the AVID team with a community 
clean-up of the park. The community clean-up saw 80 locals, 
including Alex Greenwich MP and City of Sydney Councillor 
Jess Miller collect a staggering 80kg of waste (more than 5,000 
pieces of rubbish) from around the park.

YEAR 11 STUDENTS KATHRYN FRASER, SOPHIA LITTLEJOHN, EMMA BROWN, LARA CAMPBELL AND BRIELLE WALSH

OVER 80KG OF RUBBISH WAS COLLECTED AT RUSHCUTTERS BAY PARK

SOPHIA SKAPARIS (YEAR 11) JOINED THE Q&A PANEL FOLLOWING  
A SCREENING OF THE SUSTAINABILITY-FOCUSSED FILM, 2040
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SR LECIA’S THOUGHTS

Sister Lecia Coombe RSM

On Sunday 17 June, we celebrate the 
most Holy Trinity, the foundational 
mystery of our Christian faith. Through 
the centuries, many artists have painted 
representations of the Trinity - different, 
yet fundamentally similar. The most 
famous is a 14th century Russian Icon, 
Trinity, painted by Andrei Rublev (on the 
right). But I have chosen another (above), 
and although the illustrator is unknown, it also shows the 
impenetrability of this mystery.

When I finished school, I mistakenly thought that would be the 
end of my learning! Imagine what it would be like if that were 
really so - nothing left to surprise us, nothing to hope for! We 
are so fortunate to have mysteries all around us, including the 
Holy Trinity.

For a long time, the Bible adhered strictly to a monotheism: 
There is only one God, and none beside him. By the time 
Proverbs was written, there is hint of another beside him: Lady 
Wisdom, created before the world began. She is described 

as God’s constant companion, delighting him by her playful 
presence as co-creator and master craftsman, delighted to 
be with God’s people. It is said that Jesus, the incarnate Son of  
God, who brought about our redemption on the Cross, filled 
this role. Jesus often spoke to us about the Father and the Holy 
Spirit. Please meditate on Proverbs 8:22-31. I imagine Lady 
Wisdom as being the eternal Holy Spirit promised by Jesus. This 
is a surprising indication of the unity of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, all three united as one God. 

Psalm 8 is a beautiful prayer of praise: "O Lord our God, how 
wonderful your name in all the earth." You might think on this 
short Psalm and about the wonders of God’s Creation. 

Have you ever wondered just how you stand in God’s eyes? In 
Romans 5:1-5, St Paul tells us it is through Jesus that we are 
considered righteous and judged to be at peace with God. 
Through him, we have our faith and can boast about looking 
forward to God’s glory. We can also boast about our sufferings, 
which bring patience, which brings perseverance and real hope, 
which is ours because the love of God is poured into our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit, often symbolised by a dove. I recall Gerard 
Manly Hopkins’ poem God’s Grandeur, which concludes with 
“nature is never spent… because the Holy Spirit over the bent 
world broods, with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.” 

Try to meditate also on John 16:12-15, where Jesus says he still 
has many things to say to his disciples (and us) but it would be 
too much now: When the Spirit comes, he will lead them (and 
us) to the complete truth. 

So, let us welcome the Holy Spirit as Beloved Companion, Holy 
Wisdom and Breath of the Soul, nestling in us to bring us God’s 
Love, Life and Joy. 

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT 
TO GOD WHO IS, WHO WAS, AND WHO IS TO COME, ALLELUIA!

Explanation of Andrei Rublev's Icon of the Trinity 
Andrei Rublev was born circa 1360. Little is known of his early life however, his 
name is associated with the history of the Moscow artistic school. Many of his 
works, just as those of his disciples and followers, originated in Moscow or in 
towns and monasteries around it. His works can be viewed in both the Tretyakov 
Gallery in Moscow and the Russian Museum in St. Petersburg. He died on January 
29, 1430 and is buried at the Andronikov Monastery in Moscow. 

About Icons. 
An icon is not a painting in the sense we normally regard pieces of art, although it is 
an image that is painted. An icon is a window out of the obvious realities of 
everyday life into the realm of God. Every paint-stroke has a meaning hallowed by 
centuries of prayer. Icons are religious images that hover between two worlds, 
putting into colors and shapes what cannot be grasped by the intellect. Rendering 
the invisible visible. Icons are the visual equivalents of the Divine Scriptures. Not 
every religious painting can be considered an icon. Icons are religious pictures that 
convey inner spiritual meaning of their subject matter. The Son of God came to 
restore the divine image in human form. Iconography is the graphic witness to this 
restoration. 

Restoration of the Trinity Icon. 
In the medieval Russia, all newly painted icons were coated with a layer of a special drying oil to protect the painting 
against mechanical damage and to impart greater intensity to the colors. Unfortunately, with the passing of time the Icon 
became oil darkened, thereby obscuring the original colors and eventually turning it completely black. For this reason, 
the icon had to be restored. The Trinity was painted over with fresh paints within its faintly discernible contours. This 
procedure was repeated several times. Towards the turn of the twentieth century nothing remained 
of Rublev's masterpiece apart from the rapturous recollections of antiquity. The first attempt to remove later accretions 
from the fifteenth-century icon was made in 1905. At the end of 1918 restoration work was continued, the surround was 
removed and it is only since then that the icon's appearance has become close to the original. 

The words "close to" are used because, after five centuries, the icon's painting turned out to be severely damaged. The 
gold background was lost, the tree was painted anew within the old contours and the top layers of paint were washed off. 
Even the ground was partially disturbed and cracks appeared, the outlines of the Angels' heads were partly altered. 
Notwithstanding the above, even in its present state the Trinity remains one of the best of all the Russian icons. 

According to the theological interpretations whose authors associated the Old Testament events with events of the New 
Testament, these Angels were the three Persons of the Trinity: God the Father, God the Son and the Holy Spirit. Though 
revealing direct iconographic affinity with this kind of representations, the Trinity as painted by Rublev, has its own 
features that carry a new quality and a new content. In Rublev's icon we observe for the first time all the three Angels 
shown equal. This icon alone conformed to the strict rules of the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity. 

It is not fortuitous that we perceive Andrei Rublev's Trinity as the highest achievement of Russian art. Crowning a long 
artistic career of a single master, it is also an embodiment of the creative thought of several generations. Just as any other 
medieval artist, Rublev highly valued tradition and collective effort 

Explanation of the meaning on the Trinity Icon. 
This icon takes as its subject the mysterious story where Abraham receives three visitors as he camps by the oak 
of Mamre. He serves them a meal. As the conversation progresses he seems to be talking straight to God, as if these 
'angels' were in some way a metaphor for the three persons of the Trinity. In Rublev's representation of the scene, the 
three gold-winged figures are seated around a white table on which a golden, chalice-like bowl contains a roasted lamb. 
In the background of the picture, a house can be seen at the top left and a tree in the center. Less distinctly, a rocky hill 
lies in the upper right corner. The composition is a great circle around the table, focusing the attention on the chalice-
bowl at the center, which reminds the viewer inescapably of an altar at Communion. 

On one level this picture shows three angels seated under Abraham's tree, but on another it is a visual expression of what 
the Trinity means, what is the nature of God, and how we approach him. Reading the picture from left to right, we see 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
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PERFORMING ARTS REPORT

Monte Celebrates Music

On Wednesday 5 June, the Monte community enjoyed a 
wonderful night of performances, awards and an inspirational 
address from Sydney Conservatorium of Music Head of 
School and Dean, Professor Anna Reid.

The night began with champagne and canapes, and rousing 
entertainment from the Taiko ensemble.

Congratulations to the award recipients; particularly those 
voted by the girls.

Year 7 Musician of the Year: Eden Russell

Years 8-9 Musician of the Year: Millie Street

Years 10-12 Musician of the Year: Molly Ryan

Monte Idol

Congratulations to Year 7 students Ella Fenech and Abigail 
Sinclair, who have progressed through to the Finals of Monte 
Idol.

MONTE CELEBRATES MUSIC

Eisteddfod Rehearsals

Senior Stage Band  
Tuesday 18 June 7:20am

Junior Stage Band 
Tuesday 18 June 7:20am

Orchestra 
Monday 17 June 7:20am

Wind Ensemble 
Thursday 20 June 3:20pm and Tuesday 25 June 7:20am

Concert Band 
Wednesday 19 June 7:20am and Monday 24 June 7:20am

Permission slips for the Eisteddfods are now very overdue. 
Students that have not submitted permission slips will not be 
permitted to attend the performances. 

Theatresports

Well done to our Intermediate Theatresports team, who 
competed at the Interschool semi-finals on Tuesday evening. 
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FROM THE PARENTS AND FRIENDS 
ASSOCIATION

Date Event Host

Friday 14 June - Sunday 16 June Year 11 Mums & Carers Escape to Bowral P&F

Tuesday 18 June Year 7 Reporting Information Evening College

Wednesday 19 June Career Insights Evening College

Friday 21 June Year 7 Father Daughter Pizza Night P&F

Tuesday 25 June Maruku Marketplace and Biamunga Yarn-Up College

Wednesday 26 June Year 10 Academic Conference College

Friday 28 June Last Day of Term 2 College

Monday 22 July First Day of Term 3 College

DEBATING AND PUBLIC SPEAKING  
REPORT

Debating
As the final rounds of our Friday night competitions come to 
a close, we reflect on the incredible season we have had in 
Debating. The results are a true testament to the quality and 
dedication of debaters and coaches. 

At the Friday Evening Debating (FED) competition, the Senior B 
team will debate against Pymble Ladies’ College in the Grand 
Final this week. This is a remarkable result, as half of the team 
members have not debated before!

At the Independent Schools Debating Association (ISDA) 
competition, the Senior A team will debate in the semi-finals 
this Friday against Knox Grammar School. This is an incredible 
achievement as it ranks the girls in the top four schools of 32. 

Our Archdale teams have again achieved stellar results, with 
our 8B, 9 and Senior teams still undefeated after four rounds. 
This week was particularly successful for our Year 10 team, 
who successfully defeated Tara Anglican School for Girls, which 
was their first win of the season. This week, the teams debated 
topics relating to Law and Justice, an often challenging topic 
area.

Public Speaking
We wish Bridget Cunningham (Year 10) the best of luck in 
the NSW semi-final of the Plain English Speaking Award 
competition to be held in the Wilkins Gallery of the NSW 
Department of Education.

Katie Walsh, Debating Captain

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=455111&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494475&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=508598
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494539&
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SPORTS REPORT

Mr Michael Vandervelde 
Sport Program Manager

Good Luck

• To the Monte Representative Years 9/10 Touch Football 
team who will compete at the All Schools State Final.

• To the Monte Open Representative Basketball team who 
will compete at the CCC Basketball Championships.

Congratulations

• To the 12 girls who have progressed to the CCC Cross 
Country Championships to be held this Friday.

• 13 Years: Grace Henry, Olivia Gorman,  
   Matilda Bradley and Iza Anderson

• 14 Years:  Lucy Wiles and Sabine Lanzarone

• 15 Years:  Grace Kells, Chelsea Madden and  
   Cami Dalton

• 18 Years:  Kashani Maher, Lucy Egelton and  
   Madison Ward.

• To Sara Dougan (Year 12) who, upon reviewing the  
Athletics records, we find that she also broke the 17 Years 
100m record in the heat with a time of 12.36s (the fastest 
time of the day). Sara beat Jacinta Fisher’s record from  
2015 of 12.59s. Searching through the records also 
showed that Sara has won the Invitational Award for 
five consecutive years! My sincere apologies for not 
announcing the record at the College Assembly.

#ITSOK2PLAY 
Respect your team mates, 
the officials, the spectators 
and the opposition.

THE CCC VOLLEYBALL TEAM AT THE NSW ALL SCHOOLS TRI SERIES

• To Holly Anderson (Year 12) and Sarah Larky (Year 10) who 
were part of the CCC Volleyball team that competed at the 
NSW All Schools Tri Series. The CCC Team placed 2nd.
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SPORTS REPORT

Winter Sport Contacts: Terms 2 and 3
IGSSA & Invitational Basketball: Terms 2 and 3 
Mr Matt Rowan

Rugby 7s: Term 2 Training 
Mr Matt Rowan

NSFA Football: Terms 2 and 3 
Mr Michael Vandervelde 

SEHA and IGSSA Hockey: Terms 2 and 3 
Mrs Liz Morgan

Norths Netball: Terms 2 and 3 
Ms Katie Barton & Mrs Tania Dorahy

Cross Country 
Mrs Tania Dorahy

Monte Active
Ms Katie Barton

College Athletics Carnival
The results from the Championship events are 
available on MonteConnect/Sports/Athletics.

Monte Active
Students can join at any time - first session is FREE. 
All the details are on MonteConnect/Monte Active.

Yoga – Tuesday pm & Friday am (OR401)
Zumba – Wednesday pm (CMP)
Fitness – every Morning (Monte Gym)

Swimming at Monte
Monte offers Swimming Squads for fitness and/or for 
competition throughout the whole year. The Swim page on 
MonteConnect contains all the information. 
Contact Mr Jon Bell jbell@monte.nsw.edu.au

Sporting Acknowledgements
If your daughter is involved in any significant sporting events or 
achievements please let us know so she can be acknowledged.

Representative Events
Event Date Time Venue

CCC Open Teams 
Basketball 
Championships

24-25 Jun
8:00am-
4:00pm

South 
Windsor

Aerobics – 1st State 
Trial

30 Jun
8:00am-
4:00pm

Abbotsleigh

Snow Sports 
Sydney Regional 
Championships

16- 20 Jul Thredbo

Sports Department Staff
Please contact the Sports Department on 9409 6420 or email 
mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au

mailto:jbell%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=
http://mvandervelde@monte.nsw.edu.au
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NOTICES

FROM THE ABSENTEE OFFICE

ALL STUDENTS WHO ARE SICK DURING LESSONS MUST REPORT TO THE HEALTH CENTRE
Students are not to call their parent or carer directly and arrange to leave the College.
Students are not to sign out at the Absentee Office.

IF A STUDENT IS LATE OR NEEDS TO LEAVE EARLY
If a student is late to school or needs to leave early for any reason, the students' parent or carer 
must email or call the College and the student must sign in and out at the Absentee Office.

PHONE: 02 9409 6210 
EMAIL:  absentees@monte.nsw.edu.au

mailto:absentees%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=


A new language =  A new life !

Year 8 
International
Film Festival

Wednesday 
June 19.

Photo Competition
Prizes =

Westfield Vouchers.

International 
Food Fair

recess
Friday June 21

Profits to 
Project Timor

Fun classroom 
activities… ask your 
language teacher !

In class activities 
include …..

Karaoke and Salsa 
lessons, Just Dance

and lots more….. 

Waffeln und 
Busspiel, 

Laufdiktat and 
German tea 
ceremony

Languages week  -  week 8

Briscola card 
games, pasta making 

demonstrations, 
Tarantella

   
Mindfulness 

meditation in French, 
crêpe making, board 

games, Petit 
Déjeuner

Movies in foreign 
languages every 
lunchtime in the 

library.

Traditional games 
from Indonesia, 

Congkak, Krupuk 
eating competitions



CHOOSE FROM A DIVERSE  
RANGE OF SPEAKERS
This is your opportunity to hear 
from inspirational Monte Alumni 
representing a wide variety of 
industries. During each 25 minute 
session, speakers will share their 
professional and personal insights 
about their career and answer 
questions from the audience.

VENUE
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
5.00pm - 7.00pm
Speaker presentations
7.00pm - 8.00pm
Stand-up networking supper

RSVP
www.trybooking.com/BCDMH
By Monday 17 June 2019

ENQUIRIES
alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

TOGETHER WITH

MONTE’S HIGHER EDUCATION AND CAREERS OFFICE

Invite Years 7-12 Students and Parents to our

CAREER 
INSIGHTS 
EVENING

20
19
W E D N E S D A Y  1 9  J U N E

LAST CHANCE 
BOOK NOW

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494475&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494475&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494475&
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2019
BIAMUNGA YARN-UP AND 
MARUKU MARKETPLACE

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=494539&


Join us for the most anticipated fundraising  
event in the College calendar! 
Proceeds raised will go to the Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal, providing  
a Mercy education for young Monte women in financial need.

DATE
Friday 9 August 2019
12:00pm for a 12:15pm start

VENUE
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College
McQuoin Centre / 128 Miller Street, North Sydney

SUPPORT MONTE’S

Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal

SAVE THE DATE 
Tickets will be 

released for sale  
on Thursday 20 June

2019 Monte Rugby Lunch
FRIDAY 9 AUGUST

CORPORATE TABLE PACKAGES
To book a corporate table please email  
– development@monte.nsw.edu.au

CALLING FOR DONATIONS
If you have a product, service or experience you can donate  
please email – development@monte.nsw.edu.au

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If you can volunteer to assist on the day please email  
– development@monte.nsw.edu.au 

ENQUIRIES: CONTACT THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE ON 9409 6200

mailto:development%40monte.nsw.edu.au?subject=Rugby%20Lunch


FREE HEARING CHECK
EASY TO USE APP  
YOU CAN DOWNLOAD AT HOME

VISIT THE WEBSITE NOW

https://www.soundscouts.com/


Monte Sant'
Angelo College

128 Miller St, North Sydney

16 Jul to 18 Jul
 2019

The camp
 facilitator is:

 Serena Geddes
Serena is an International
book illustrator with over fifty
titles published in Australia
and overseas.

  

http://www.drawlikeanillustrator.com


Monte Sant'
Angelo College

128 Miller St, North Sydney

16 Jul to 18 Jul
 2019

The camp
 facilitator is:

 Brian Falkner
award winning author of 18
books including Northwood,
Brainjack and Shooting
Stars.

  

http://www.writelikeanauthor.com


ATAR Information Evening at
Marist College North Shore

The Universities Admission Centre [UAC] will be
 explaining the ATAR to interested parents and students

Monday 1 July 2019
from 6.45pm

in LaValla Hall

Visit www.schoolinterviews.com.au and
enter code: u566e to reserve your seat

M A R I ST  C O L L E G E  N O R T H  S H O R E

W H AT  I S  T H E  
AU ST R A L I A N  T E R T I A R Y

A D M I S S I O N  R A N K  [ ATA R ] ?
[ATA

R]

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au

