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The current civil war in Syria is littered 
with images of the small body bags of 
children mercilessly killed. In October 
2012, an international furore (quite 
rightly) emanated from the cold-blooded 
shooting of 14 year old Muslim activist, 
Malala Yousafzai. She dared to agitate 
and advocate for the right to education 
for Muslim girls. The Taliban decreed this 
to be an ‘obscenity’, and had no qualms 
in planning and carrying out the shooting 
of Malala. She survived this attack, and 
is more than ever, seen as a symbol of 
hope for change for Muslim women  
and girls.

These events have captured the 
attention of the students at the College, 
as Mercy women and 21st century 
global citizens. Students have placed 
‘flowers for Syria’ around the school, 
offered ongoing prayers at Chapel 
services, and produced Message(s) for 
Malala – sending messages of support 

to Malala Yousafzai. In an ongoing 
process, the Mercy Action Group has 
picked up, and continued to profile The 
Girl Effect. This action program, under 
CARE Australia, is seeking to fight global 
poverty by underlining how women and 
girls, especially through education,  
can make a difference in poor villages 
and communities.

As a parallel international action, 
Australia recently won a temporary seat 
(for two years) at the United Nations 
Security Council. We hope and pray that 
this important ‘seat at the table’ will be 
used to promote continuing action for 
peace and justice. The Sisters of Mercy 
International have a long established 
presence at the United Nations precinct, 
Mercy Global Concern, to monitor and 
advocate for human rights and social 
justice. They recognise, the value, too, of 
‘a seat at the table’, in order to influence 
and agitate for change and betterment.

Closer to our precinct, this Gazette 
features Mercy Links – taking Mercy to 
the heart of North Sydney. This project 
has been artfully, and professionally, 
developed by staff members Ms Ellie 
Ford (Assistant Head of Year 8, and 
teacher of Art and Design), and Ms Katie 
Hogg (Head of Year 11 and teacher of 
PDHPE), with the assistance of Year 
10 Visual Arts students. In giving the 
College and Mercy a public presence, 
the Mercy Links Project encapsulated 
what Mercy is, both locally and 
internationally: respect, compassion, 
service, connecting, and having voice – 
especially speaking out for those without 
power or place in their world, such as, 
the children of Syria or girls who have a 
right, but not access, to education. 

Catherine Alcock 
Principal
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SPEAKING OUT

The scope of this Monte Gazette includes international events that warrant attention and comment. What 
has especially caught my attention is the dissonance between what we value as a Mercy school and as 
an educator of girls and what is taking place in the world. We place special value on human dignity and 
on human life as created by God. Yet, in 2012, we see this as not shared in current international conflicts 
and actions. What is of most concern is the disregard for the innocence and potential of children.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL



Each year, Catherine McAuley Awards 
are presented on Mercy Day, to 
acknowledge students from each year 
level and a Staff member that embodies 
Mercy values of service, respect, 
compassion and justice. Congratulations 
to the 2012 recipients:

Year 7 Jenna Curtis

Year 8 Angelina Boutouridis

Year 9 Monica Morgan

Year 10 Lucy Mathias

Year 11 Stephanie Newman

Year 12 Jessica Elliott

Staff member:  
Ms Natalie Hendricks

We are thankful for all those who walked 
before us on the grounds of Monte Sant’ 
Angelo Mercy College and the Sisters of 
Mercy North Sydney who have entrusted 
to us the teachings of Catherine McAuley 
and the charism of her work. Therefore, 
it was most fitting that on this day of 
celebration, Mercy Day, the Sisters of 
Mercy led the graduating class of 2012 
from these precious grounds to a new 
chapter in their lives.

Mercy Day  

Celebrations

Colour and activity abound during 
Spirit Week, which was celebrated 
this year in the second week of Term 
4. Events orchestrated by the House 
Captains included a giant pass-the-
parcel, bake sales, a picnic, mufti 
wear, and a huge twister game for 
the whole school.

Pictured: Stephanie Newman, Jenna Curtis, Monica Morgan, Angelina Boutouridis,  
Ms Natalie Hendricks, Jessica Elliott, Lucy Mathias

Mercy Day is celebrated around the world on 24 September, 
however, the College celebrated early to include members of 
the congregation of the Sisters of Mercy of North Sydney and all 
students and staff. 

SPIRIT WEEK
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MERCY 



The final week of Term 3 holds the memorable and significant 
ceremonies for the graduating class of 2012. 

The Graduation Assembly, with staff, students and families, presents each girl, and 
acknowledges her participation in the College. For this year it was remarkable for the 
breadth of involvement and achievement – academic, sporting, cultural and service 
themes. We are proud of our graduates as young women of Mercy. Congratulations 
to all students, and to the individual students who received Special Awards. The 
major College Awards for 2012 were presented to:

Together  

we are one

On behalf of  
Year 12…
The past six years we have 
shared, have been nothing short 
of incredible! Naturally, it is the mix 
of unforgettable moments, and 
experiences best forgotten, that 
makes our Monte experience so 
undeniably special – the odd things 
that we will all secretly treasure until 
our 50-Year Monte Reunion, when 
we can dig out those supposedly 
buried memories and reminisce 
about life when we were young, 
wild and free. I cannot express 
how much I cherish being part of 
such a wonderful community. What 
characterises a Monte girl is her 
unrestrainable Monte Spirit that 
finds its way into everything she 
does, says and feels, and we can 
only hope that we have contributed 
to your Spirit as much as you have 
ours. There are innumerable people 
to thank for an infinite number of 
things, and to all of you, we are 
exceptionally grateful for your 
support – that includes you, Mum 
and Dad. Here’s to letting go, but 
never having to say goodbye.

Jennifer Chan 
College Captain  
2011-2012

IB Diploma Dux: Dominique Denniss

Mother Ignatius McQuoin Award for the 
Girl who most personifies the school 
motto: Jennifer Chan,  
College Captain 2011-2012

HSC Dux: Sophie Sauerman
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While graduation is a time of celebration and happiness, it is also a time of reflection, 
as was evident at the Graduation Mass. 

There was, as well, some time for frivolity – for the final school day of lessons… 
a fiesta theme, a lunchtime DJ, some dressing up, breakfast with the staff and a 
flashmob farewell.

CLASS OF 2012



The new College Captain is  
Riley Cahill. 

The team of Senior Leaders is:

Natalie Beckett, Claire Flitcroft,  
Alessia Moujaes, Kiera Fahey,  
Claudia Moratti, Ellen Wiltshire

House Captains:

AQUINAS 
Lucienne Heath, Dominica Ingui

McQUOIN 
Emma Gavaghan, Astrid Menzies

McAULEY 
Adele Gemmell, Annabel McGrath

XAVIER 
Tessa O’Shea, Ruby McFarlane

RANKIN 
Teressia Carr, Eleanor Dawson

McGUIRK 
Chelsea Riddington, Rebecca Szabo

Co-curricular Captains: 

MERCY ACTION GROUP 
Ashley James

MUSIC 
Eliza Marks

SPORTS 
Ariane Demetriou

TECHNOLOGY 
Stephanie Newman

VISUAL ARTS 
Eloise Monteiro

LITURGY  
Eilise Lim

ASSISTANT LITURGY 
Katherine Penny

ENVIRONMENT 
Elizabeth Parsons

DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
Olivia McRae

DRAMA 
Isabel Hoy

DEBATING 
Alexis Moran

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Anna Growden

These girls are to be congratulated on 
their selection as College leaders. The 
College staff is confident that they will 
continue the tradition of young women 
who serve and lead in dedicated and 
individual ways at Monte Sant’ Angelo.

Student Leaders  

pass the baton
The reins of student leadership were passed on during the Leadership 
Liturgy in July where we commission the new Student Leaders 2012-2013.

It is an honour and privilege to 
have the opportunity to introduce 
myself as the College Captain for 
2012-2013. I cannot express how 
grateful and excited I am for this 
opportunity, and what an honour 
it is to lead such a wonderful 
group of girls. When we take up 
a position of leadership within the 
community, we must reflect on 
what we aim to achieve throughout 
the year. Catherine McAuley 
spoke a lot about gratitude, 
generosity and cheerfulness, 
and it is often forgotten that she 
herself possessed a “remarkably 
cheerful disposition”. The sense 
of commitment, enthusiasm and 
love for what she did, is something 
that I would like to embrace, and 
pass on to the College Community, 
during my term as College Captain. 
The Mercy values entwined in our 
education stay with us our whole 
lives, and we finish Year 12 with a 
knowledge and understanding of 
our wider community. 

Riley Cahill 
College Captain  
2012-2013
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LEADERSHIP



6 MONTE GAZETTE | NOVEMBER 2012

MERCY LINKS 

The purpose of the Mercy 5 Formation 
Program is to maintain a connection 
with Mercy tradition, continue to raise 
awareness of values in action within the 
context of a Mercy community and pass 
on the Mercy legacy to future generations. 

Through the help of an enthusiastic 
group of Year 10 Monte Visual Arts 
students, the aim of the Mercy Links 
Project was to start a conversation via a 
“street art project”.

Katie Hogg and Ellie Ford tell us 
more about the project: 

The Project began in May 2012 and is 
a collection of 118 portraits of people 
linked to Monte and the Sisters of 
Mercy philosophy of empowering the 
poor and striving for social justice with 
a compassionate heart. The aim of the 

project was to raise awareness of Mercy 
in an educational context and to pass on 
the Mercy legacy.

How did you get the idea?

Through a ‘street art’ project we aimed 
to celebrate a disparate group of 
people linked to the College who have 
demonstrated a compassionate heart, 
respect for human dignity and advocated 
social justice. We were excited by the 
work of the contemporary French artist – 
JR. His large-scale street portraits invite 
the audience to ponder the question: 
Can art change the world? As a way 
of making the project ours, we asked 
each individual to choose an “action” 
word to hold in their portrait. This word 
linked them to the action of Mercy in that 
person’s daily life and visually connected 
each person’s portrait.

Who did you photograph?

We included Sisters of Mercy, teachers, 
students, ex-students, parents, past 
parents, community leaders, future 
students and others who continue the 
tradition of Mercy. These are people of 
action, they see the big picture.

What do you hope this  
project achieves?

We hope that the people in the project 
continue the conversation that was 
started when they got their photo 
taken. We wanted the local North 
Sydney community to engage with 
the faces on the wall. We wanted the 
students of the College to become 
inspired by the faces, celebrate the 
value of their own Mercy education and 
question the action they may take.

Mercy Links Project
As members of the Mercy 5 Formation Program (representing the five Mercy Schools in Sydney), 
teachers, Katie Hogg and Ellie Ford together with Sr Carmel McDonough, instigated the Mercy 
Links Project, an ambitious, exciting project bringing Mercy to the streets of North Sydney.
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How did people get involved?

We hoped we stimulated the audience to 
take “action” in their own lives. To be doers!

How have you been inspired?

It has been so rewarding to see students 
take on roles, risks and grow. They have 
encouraged each other, shared tasks 
and worked to see the project develop 
from a little classroom idea into a large 
scale, living art project, with depth and 
meaning. Through the photography and 
recording process we have listened to 
great stories. The project has reminded 
us that it is through such shared 
experiences that we can be inspired to 
be more than we hoped and imagined. 

What other projects do you  
have planned?

We would like to use the documented 
stories and portraits to create a book 
which could be a tool to inspire others to 
think about Mercy – now and in the future. 

Year 10 students Dayna Spink and 
Alana Walsh, share their views:

Why did you get involved?

Dayna: Along with the appeal of the 
work that street artist JR created, I 
joined because I liked the link, that the 
project was tied with Mercy. The idea 
of manipulating JR’s idea into our own 
creation was why I became involved. 

Alana: I got involved because I enjoyed 
learning about street art in Semester One. 
I found this topic interesting, and thought it 
was great how the work of JR included the 
general public and created discussion.

What is street art?

Street art is art that is constructed in 
a public space. It is not something 
displayed in a gallery or exhibition, but is 

placed on streets for the general public 
to enjoy.

What does Mercy mean to you?

Dayna: I believe that Mercy is the act of 
treating others how you would like to be 
treated and working with others for the 
main goal of unity and equality. 

Alana: Mercy means treating people 
with respect and dignity. It is about 
justice and is a quality that should be 
carried out in everyday life.

What have you learnt from being 
involved with this project?

Dayna: This project has really opened 
up my perception of people and their 
association with Mercy. When people 
have come in to be photographed and 
we ask them the question, “Why did 
you choose (the Mercy word they had 
chosen) as your word of Mercy?” the 
responses given are all unique and from 
this I have learnt that Mercy comes in 
many different forms through many 
different experiences.  

Alana: From seeing all the different 
people involved in the project, I have learnt 
of the many ways people show Mercy in 
their lives. This can be through their jobs, 
learning, and treatment of others.

Everyone is invited to become part of the conversation…..

“ I believe that the welcoming spirit of mercy encourages people to be 
themselves, to show their true values and to connect.”

“For change to occur we need to imagine new ways for it to happen.”

“I would like to protect the rights of people.”

“ (Respect) has been displayed to me by the way the children and the teachers 
are here for each other. And I think that is what we need in our community”

“ I articulate the core principles from Catherine McAuley which were grounded 
from her life – through talking.”
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COLLEGE EVENTS

The role of THE Arts in  

our changing world
The Visual Arts Exhibition in August was a great affirmation of the 
significance of Visual Arts in the education of adolescents. The 
artworks on display by students from Year 7 to Year 12 reflected 
so much of what we value as part of an holistic education. 

Much has been written about the role of the arts in fostering innovation, creativity and 
adaptability, which are vital in our changing world, but research also points to the 
significance of the arts in developing and enhancing the emotional wellbeing of young 
people, as well as community wellbeing. 

The HSC Bodies of Work and Year 11 Installations reflected a cross section of 
these values. For example, Amy Jarjoura’s, 21 Days in Peru, explored her personal 
response to the people and landscape of Peru as a result of her experience of 
Catherine McAuley House in Lima, while Rhiannon Watson challenged us not to 
judge others by their appearance in Second Glance, Second Chance.

Year 11 HSC and IB students created installations that represented a wide range of 
issues concerned with personal identity or with the significance of objects in our lives. 
Many of these works made powerful use of ICT to communicate with or create an 
immersive environment for their audience. 

It was wonderful to see so many families sharing in celebrating in the achievements of 
the emerging artists in our own community. 

Year 11 student reflections:

Eye Can’t Sleep by Stephanie Clark: “My installation reflects the sleeping problem 
of ‘insomnia’ within a room, trapping the viewer into a different world just like the 
disorder traps a sufferer.”

Introvert by Siobhan O’Neill: “My artwork expresses my feeling toward others 
and myself. I feel as if I am a very contained person and do not express myself very 
openly, thus I stay inside my wonderland.”

WRITING  
MARATHON  
SUCCESSES
The Write-a-book–in-a–day literary marathon 
event is a national activity, with students in 
year groups given some bare parameters: 
three characters, a setting and an issue –  
and asked to write, illustrate, edit, print 
and bind a book. The competition is a fun 
and creative way for students to explore 
their writing techniques with the pressure 
of meeting a tight deadline and students 
produce something that will be of benefit 
to others, with all books being donated to 
children’s hospitals.

Congratulations to the Year 9 “MELLIJESCA” 
team for winning NSW third place for writing 
their book “Shopping through time” as well 
as NSW first place for the illustrations in their 
book. Congratulations also to the Year 11 
“Antarctic Explorers” team for winning the 
NSW first place for the illustrations in their 
book “Ice Egg”. These teams move on as 
National illustration finalists.
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MONTE HOLDS 
ONTO THE CUP
To round off the netball season, the 
annual McAuley Ward Cup between 
Monte 1 and Loreto 1 was played on 13 
September. The match was played, as 
always, in good and spirited competition 
– with Monte 1 prevailing by 10 goals, 
45-35. The match was a fulfilling netball 
finale for members of Monte 1 who 
played their last game for the College.

JESSICA ELLIOTT RECEIVES  
ARCHBISHOP’S AWARD
Students from secondary schools in the Archdiocese are 
acknowledged for their contributions to service and faith in their 
communities through the annual Archbishop of Sydney Awards for 
Student Excellence. The recipient for Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy 
College for 2012 was Jessica Elliott. Jessica was the Mercy Action 
Group Captain, 2011-2012; she has a deep commitment to social 
justice action, as exemplified in her participation in St Vincent de 
Paul Night Patrol and the College’s Central Desert program. 

TWO STUDENTS WIN  

GERMAN SCHOLARSHIPS
Congratulations to Clare Atkinson and Julia 
Hewitt, who have both won a full scholarship to 
Germany in the annual competition for Year 11 
students of German, sponsored by the German 
Chamber of Commerce. At the end of this year, 
Clare and Julia will be spending two months in 
Germany with a family and attending school. 
These prestigious awards have now been 
granted to 26 students from Monte since 1981.

YOUNG  
AMBASSADORS
During the July holidays, 10 Monte girls 
ventured off to Washington D.C and New 
York City to attend the Global Young 
Leaders Conference (GYLC). GYLC is 
targeted at high-achieving students and 
aimed at extending their understanding 
of the role of a global ambassador and 
providing a greater understanding of 
what it takes to be a good leader. 

Not only did this experience provide me 
with an authentic insight into the life of 
a global ambassador, but it allowed me 
to experience a small proportion of the 
world outside of my usual friendship 
group and the North Shore. The Global 
Young Leaders Conference was truly 
an outstanding program that I’m sure 
I will never forget and would definitely 
recommend to others.  

Catherine Kim 
Year 11

SCIENCE FORUM
Eilise Lim of Year 11 has been selected 
by Rotary International (District 9750) to 
participate in the 2013 National Youth 
Science Forum. In January, she will be 
spending two weeks at the Australian 
National University, Canberra with 300 
other students from around Australia to 
learn about the many different aspects and 
possible careers in science and engineering. 
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Design talents
Design Week this year was held during the week of 20–24 August. The TAS students were involved 
in a variety of different initiatives that encouraged them to consider how design affects the way we 
live and exposing them to many fields of design. Due to the generosity of many industry contacts, the 
workshops this year were diverse and highly entertaining. Our Year 7 students were captivated by the 
cake decorating talents of Rachel Warner, whilst the innovative App Design’s of Jacquie Ford inspired 
the Year 9 students. 

TECHNOLOGY  
AND APPLIED STUDIES

The inspirational event of the week was the Design Showcase. This presented the student’s work in a spectacular display 
of innovation, colour and enthusiasm. With 600 people in the audience, our Year 7 to 12 Design and Technology students 
strutted their stuff on the catwalk exhibiting a range of garments and projects made during the year, whilst the Year 11 
Hospitality students offered culinary delights to tempt the tastebuds. The Year 12 Major Design Projects were the main 
highlight of the evening, culminating in almost 12 months work for each student.

Photos courtesy of Anthony Khoury Photography
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COLLEGE EVENTS

PARENTS ENJOY  
HOSPITALITY FEAST

In August, the Year 12 Hospitality classes combined together to plan and organise 
the annual Hospitality Parent Dinner. Students worked long and hard to prepare and 

serve a seven-course degustation menu for their parents and invited guests. The 
courses selected required students to use a range of techniques within the kitchen 
and the end products were not only beautiful, they were full of flavour. This allowed 

them to showcase their knowledge and skills when working within the Hospitality 
industry. Congratulations to all of the girls who worked very diligently to plan and 

prepare a fantastic night for all who attended. 

The Year 7 & 8 Team of Anna Bonadeo, 
Yasmin Bamford and Gabrielle Plazas 
with their design of a jigsaw puzzle 
“Barrels of Fun” were awarded third 
place in their category. The judges said 
that they were most impressed by the 
girls’ ability in the use of Computer 
Aided Design and Computer Aided 
Manufacture and persistence to 
prototype and problem solve.

“During the course of the day judges 
interviewed each entrant about their 
projects and how they designed and 
created it. Every Monte girl had a great 
interview and had a magnificent final 
product. Throughout the day we were 

allowed to have a look around at all of 
the amazing products and creations. 
One boy created something called an 
Instacharge, which are solar panels on 
the back of your mac to charge it at 
lunch. It was amazing! We were lucky 
enough to receive third place in the 
Year 7 and 8 Division. It was a great 
experience, not only was it fun but you 
got to learn about different types of 
technology and the development people 
did to make it. We are looking forward to 
next year’s competition.”

Yasmin Bamford, Anna Bonadeo 
and Gabrielle Plazas. 

STUDENT  
ACCEPTED INTO  
EXCLUSIVE PROGRAM
On the subject of Hospitality, 
congratulations to Stephanie Schofield 
of Year 12, who has been accepted into 
The Hotel School two-day immersion 
program. This exclusive program is only 
offered to a handful of students each 
year, and only to students who have 
proven themselves to be self motivated 
and with a long term desire to work 
within the Hospitality Industry. During 
the program, Stephanie will stay at The 
Intercontinental Hotel in the city, and will 
gain a hands-on learning experience 
throughout all the different departments 
of the Hotel. 

YOUNG ICT EXPLORERS
Monte entered six teams into the inaugural NSW Young ICT 
Explorers Competition held at the University of New South 
Wales in August. This is a technology-based competition, which 
encourages students to use technology in new and creative ways.
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Our talented  
muscians
The students of Year 12 HSC Music 
1 and 2 and IB DP HL & SL provided 
an impressive and talented range of 
23 individual instrumental and voice 
performances. The Year 12 Music 
night was an outstanding night of fine 
entertainment. Featured was a special 
performance by Sophie Collins on 
double bass, playing a piece written 
especially for her by her music teacher, 
Ms Anne Palumbo. 

MUSIC

Repeat performance
The talents of the Music Department were further recognised at the NSW Band 
Championships, where the Wind Ensemble won its competition for the second 
year in a row. Congratulations to the Band Director, Ms Catherine Walmsley and 
the members of the Wind Ensemble, which included the new Music leaders for 
2012-2013, Eliza Marks, Music Captain and Kirra Jackson, Band Captain. 

Two days of music
The Music Camp was held in June at Collaroy Conference  
Centre. Students attended workshops, tutorials and rehearsals 
over two days.
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COLLEGE EVENTS

THE ADVENTURES OF …  

HOUSE PLAYS
At Monte Sant’ Angelo, May is the month of House Plays. Great 
excitement and participation for students in Years 7-11. For 2012 

the theme was: the adventures of…. 

Comperes, Ellen Wiltshire and Chelsea Riddington, were on top of their game with  
all Houses performances providing entertainment and adventure for everyone.

Xavier House was the winner of House Plays 2012 with their theme  
The Adventures of … the World of Wide Reading.

HOUSE PLAYS

Photos courtesy of Anthony Khoury Photography



SPORT

Monte 
Netballers  
best in State
After wins at the CGSSSA Netball 
Carnival in both the Senior and 
Intermediate divisions, Monte’s 
Representative Netball players travelled 
to Penrith to compete in the State 
Championships full of confidence. That 
confidence transferred into results as our 
girls were crowned champion Catholic 
School in NSW in both the Senior and 
Intermediate divisions. This is a HUGE 
tournament with almost 100 schools 
involved, so the achievement is truly 
remarkable. Add to this the fact that 
the Junior team finished 3rd overall and 
it would be hard to argue that Monte 
isn’t currently the best Catholic Netball 
school in NSW.

This remarkable status is no doubt 
validated by the inclusion of Emma 
Stephenson (Year 10), Stephanie 
MacGougan and Tenae Leitch (both of 
Year 12) in NSWCCC Representative 
teams. Emma’s U/15 team convincingly 
won the National Championships and 
while Stephanie and Tenae’s Senior 
Team finished 3rd, Stephanie was 
named in the Australasian Top 10 – a 
magnificent achievement for a young 
woman who has excelled at sport in her 
six years at Monte.

More Basketball 
Success
After beating Pymble Ladies College in 
the Grand Final of Senior 1st Division 
of the IGSSA Competition the Monte 1 
team headed to Wollongong to play in the 
finals of the NSWCCC Championships. 
The girls performed admirably but were 
narrowly defeated by John Paul College II 
Coffs Harbour in the Grand Final.

Monte Intermediate and Junior 
Representative teams progressed to 
the NSWCCC Championships in their 
respective divisions in August. The 
Juniors placed 3rd overall whilst the 
Intermediate team won a hard fought 
Grand Final against John Paul II College 
Coffs Harbour – providing some 
necessary revenge for the narrow loss 
the Seniors experienced a few months 
earlier. The girls in this team have won 
their age group in this competition for 
the past three years.

Athletics Gold MedalS
Congratulations to Eleanor Raper 
of Year 12 on her fantastic recent 
athletics results. Eleanor suffered a 
serious knee injury in Term 4 2011 that 
required surgery. Eleanor spent several 
frustrating months watching her peers 
play touch football and netball. However, 
during this time Eleanor got about the 
tough process of rehabilitating her knee 
and in doing so, slowly worked her 
way back into cross country running 
and athletics. Eleanor has always been 
an avid runner who always performed 
well at representative events. In a great 
testament to hard work and diligence 
Eleanor came back from the injury to 
win the Gold Medal in the 18 Years 
800m at the IGSSA Athletics Carnival. 
This was Monte’s only Gold Medal 
at the meet. Following on from this, 

Eleanor has now won two more Gold 
Medals for the 800m and 1500m at the 
NSW All Schools Competition. 
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Tennis Success
It has been a while since Monte has experienced 
any tennis success but that has all changed. Jacinta 
Milenkoski of Year 7 swept all before her in the Junior 
Division of the CGSSSA Tennis Championships in 
September. We look forward to Jacinta leading our 
tennis charge over the next five years. 

Competition 
Aerobics
The Sports Department decided to 
take a fresh approach to competition 
aerobics on 2012. Under the guidance of 
aerobics coach Kate Weber, we opened 
up more opportunities for students to 
perform competitive aerobics, and as 
such we entered over 30 students into 
the Aeroskools Aerobics competition. The 
girls compete in teams of three or four 
and all teams earned their way from the 
State Trials to the State Championships. 
From the State Championships, three 
teams earned the right to travel to 
Brisbane to compete in the National 
Championships. Congratulations to  
the following teams that progressed  
to Nationals:

Level 1 Senior Group: Claudia 
Johnson, Annabel McGrath, Courtney 
Culverson, Amy Duchemin-Nichols

Level 1 Intermediate Group: Skye 
Cleverly, Sarah de Courcy, Lara Meaney, 
Kimberly Dwyer

Level 1 Intermediate Group: Tara 
Walker, Sabrina Phillips, Madeleine 
Urquart, Bridget Murray.
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COLLEGE EVENTS

2012 ATHLETICS 
CARNIVAL

Uncharacteristic blue skies for Sydney’s 2012 winter graced the 
annual College Athletics Carnival held on Friday 8 June. Positive 

ongoing leadership by the House Captains inspired high levels of 
attendance, cheering and participation by their teams. 

Photos courtesy of Anthony Khoury Photography

2012 Champion House: McAuley 
2012 House Cheering: McAuley

There were a number of fine 
individual athletic performances. 
New school records were set by:

Amelia Gorman, Year 11  
Aquinas – 15-16 Years 1500m

Ainslie Scott, Year 8  
McAuley – 13 Years 400m

Mia Duggan, Year 8  
Aquinas – 13 Years 200m

The Age Champions were:

12 Years 
Antonia Beckett – McGuirk

13 Years 
Mia Duggan – Aquinas

14 Years 
Madeline Bounds – Rankin

15 Years 
Jacinta Fisher – McGuirk

16 Years 
Emma Woods – Xavier

17 Years 
Stephanie MacGougan – Xavier

Stephanie MacGougan also won 
the prestigious 100m Invitational 
for the fourth year in a row. This 
is an exceptional achievement by 
Stephanie who not only excels  
at running but also the team  
sports of Touch Football, Netball 
and Basketball.



16 MONTE GAZETTE | NOVEMBER 2012

Celebrating 
Monte  
grandparents
The love of grandparents was strong in 
the celebration of Grandparents’ Day for 
Year 7s on Friday 15 June. Mass in the 
Chapel was followed by a short version 
of Year 7 House Plays. The girls were 
keen to show off their school, as well 
as their talents; no doubt grandparents 
are well used to appreciating their 
granddaughter’s talents and interests.

COLLEGE EVENTS

The Year 11 retreat in August is timed  
to enable students to reflect on their  
new roles as Mercy leaders, and to 
prepare them for their own challenges 
of their remaining time at school. This 
Retreat is a core part of the students’ 
faith and liturgical formation as young 
Catholic women.

Daughters and dads  

dance-off
On Friday 20 July, Year 7 students and fathers enjoyed pizza and dancing. While for 
most daughters, it was embarrassing enough just to turn up with their fathers ... the 
prospect of then dancing in front of their friends was simply mortifying! Winners of the 
Dance-Off were Man Vo and daughter Josephine.

Fathers’ Day reflection 
Year 9 fathers and daughters celebrated the traditional Fathers’ Day Liturgy on 31 
August. Student Jacqui Schafer offered a fine reflection on the love, offerings and 
messages of fathers; while staff member, Tony Lastro – a recent father, spoke of 
the joy of his new baby daughter. Fr Daven Day SJ presided at the Mass, which 
offered a wonderful atmosphere of community celebration.

Year 11  
Retreat



Of particular note was the “Navigating 
Girl World” Parent Forum in 
September featuring educator 
and author Dannielle Miller. Nearly 
300 parents, friends and teachers 
attended the presentation hoping to 
gain some insight into the challenges 
facing our teenage girls. Topics 
covered included resolving conflict 
amongst friendship groups, cyber 
bullying and body issues. 

The response to the Forum was 
overwhelmingly positive and a timely 
reminder of the important role the 
Monte Parents’ & Friends’ Association 
plays in keeping parents informed, 
connected and engaged. Parent 
Forums held earlier in the year focused 
on the HSC and IB results, the Monte 
Sports Program and the results of the 
Parent Satisfaction Survey. 

The parent social calendar is 
particularly busy during the second 
semester. Monte parents provided 
great support to the two major 
fundraising events staged by the 
Development Office during term 
three - the Annual Rugby Lunch and 
the Blue & Blue Luncheon. As well 
as raising funds for Bursaries and 

Scholarships, these events reflect the 
strength of the partnership that exists 
between parents and the College.

P&F events in Term 4 include the 
Melbourne Cup Day Luncheon, Monte 
Trivia Night, the President’s Cup Golf Day 
for Dads and a series of coffee mornings 
and cocktail parties for parent year 
groups. Our thanks to the many parents 
involved in organising, supporting and 
attending these events and contributing 
towards their overall success.

Of course these events would not 
be possible without the wonderful 
network of Parent Year Co-
ordinators and Class Parents who 
are so generous in volunteering 
their time, energy and expertise. We 
are also blessed with a wonderful 
P&F Executive Team, which has 
contributed in so many ways for the 
benefit of the school community. 

We particularly acknowledge those 
members of the Executive Team 
who stood down at the September 
P&F AGM - Tanya Moratti, Samantha 
Parker, Miriam Hancock, Helen 
Harlow and Lori Brunton. We thank 
them all for their outstanding efforts 
on behalf of the parent community. 

We congratulate the incoming P&F 
members comprising Steve Cahill, 
Neil Schafer, Peter Ward, Cheryl 
Newton, Nicky Upfold, Kerry Hunter, 
Craig Jackson and Lauren Heath. 
Matthew Hamra steps down from the 
Co-President’s role but remains on 
the Executive Team as Past President 
while Sue Boudakin and Anna Willis 
share the President’s role for the 
next 12 months. The new executive 
team is already in the early stages of 
planning the activities and initiatives 
for the Monte parent calendar for 2013 
including welcoming a new cohort of 
parents to the College.

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the College Principal 
Catherine Alcock and the College 
Executive for their continued support 
of the P&F and willingness to 
engage and consult with the parent 
community. We also acknowledge the 
Development Office for their ongoing 
assistance and advice.

Sue Boudakin  
and Anna Willis 
P&F Presidents
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COLLEGE EVENTS

MONTE’S PARENT  
COMMUNITY

OUR COMMUNITY

The high level of parent involvement during the second half of the 2012 school year showcased the 
outstanding sense of community that exists at Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College. 
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Monte’s annual Blue & Blue Luncheon 
was held on Tuesday 7 August at NSW 
Parliament House. The event was hosted 
by the Honourable Anthony Roberts 
MP with Guest Speaker Naomi Steer, 
refugee advocate and Monte ex-student 
(Class of 1976).

Naomi is the founding National Director 
of Australia for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

Since setting up UNHCR’s Australian 
fundraising operations in 2000, Naomi 
has travelled to many refugee camps 
in countries including Afghanistan, Sri 
Lanka, East Timor, Chad and Uganda 
to listen to the plight of refugees and to 
work on creating solutions. As a Monte 
woman passionate and active in the area 
of social justice, her story inspired and 
motivated all guests.

OUR COMMUNITY

The Great  

Debate
This year, the 6th Ex-Students’ 
Association Great Debate saw a team 
of current Monte students take on a 
team of ex-students to compete for the 
Cooper Martin Trophy. The trophy is 
named in honour of Sr Angela Martin 
who pioneered debating at Monte in 
the 1960s, and Sr Regina Cooper who 
took over the baton from Sr Angela in 
the early 1970s. The debate was won 
this year by the team of ex-students. 
The winners for 2012 successfully 
argued the Affirmative position, That 
Women are Natural Born Leaders. The 
ex-student debaters were: Laura Peck 
(2008), Caroline Michel (2011) and Grace 
Tuckwell (2011). The student debaters 
were: Alexis Moran (Debating Captain 
2012-2013), Stella Graham (Debating 
Captain 2011-2012) and Annabelle 
L’Estrange (Year 10). The current Monte 
students admitted that they found the 
Negative position difficult, as it was really 
in opposition to their personal views and 
their Monte education.

The night was emceed by Bernadette 
Gemmell (Class of 2003), with time 
keeping duties conducted by Jessica 
Elliott of Year 12.

The 8th Rugby Lunch was held on Friday 10 August 
at Monte. A capacity crowd of some 550, mostly male 
aficionados enjoyed the camaraderie, hospitality and 
stories from the panel of rugby players, past and present. 
The winner was the College’s Bursary Fund, with close to 
$60,000 raised. Thank you to The College’s Development 
Office and the parents of the Rugby Lunch Committee for 
their outstanding organisation. Thanks also to the Monte 
community members who attended, donated prizes  
and volunteered.
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Netball  
game  
raises funds
During the last week of Term 2, after the 
annual Monte vs Aloys Netball game, 
Monte ex-students from the Class of 2010 returned to the McQuoin Centre to take on 
an Aloys 2010 ex-students team. This game saw ex-students from both schools turn 
up to cheer on their friends, but more importantly to show their support for a very 
worthy cause with the aim of the game to raise funds for the Tom Doolan Memorial 
Bursary Fund at St Aloysius’ College. The event raised close to $640 which is a great 
effort from all involved.

MONTE  
EX-STUDENTS  
RING
Sterling Silver  
with Monte Crest

Purchase through  
the College Shop

Available to Ex-Students Only

Three sizes (L,M,N)

Price  
$40

In the age of social networking, catching 
up with old school friends has never 
been easier. Whilst following friends on 
Facebook and Linkedin is a great way 
to keep in touch, nothing can replace 
the fun and excitement of meeting 
girls you haven’t seen for years. Many 
reunions have occurred in 2012 with 
more to happen later in the year, and 
it’s also great to see many year groups 
organising informal reunions in between 
anniversary years. 

Several new ex-students’ events were 
held in 2012, including the ‘Back to 
Monte Day’ held on Open Day, a Speed-
Networking event in July and a Knit-In in 
October. For 2013, the ‘Back to Monte 
Day’ will again be held in conjunction 
with the Monte Open Day on Sunday 17 
March, and it is proposed that we hold 
two Speed-Networking events (April/
October – dates to be announced). The 
purpose of the Speed-Networking events 
is to promote networking amongst 
Monte Ex-Students to further career 
networks as well as to allow ex-students 
to connect with others who may share a 
common interest/hobby/life experience. 
The event this July attracted ex-students 
from year groups from 1955 to 2002 and 

many interesting discussions about life 
took place. It was a great evening and 
the group looks forward to meeting at 
the next event. The ‘Knit-In’ supports 
the Mercy Foundation’s ‘Home in a Box’ 
Project, ex-students knitted children’s 
blankets, teddy bears and squares for full 
size blankets. The Knit-In for next year 
will be held on 10 March 2013.

The Masalou Lunch, held in early October, 
is for ex-students who have left Monte 
more than 50 years ago. It was again a 
fabulous day meeting many of our ex-
students and sharing in their experiences 
of, and ideas for, our association.

As a past teacher at Monte (as well 
as ex-student), I see great potential in 
the Monte Ex-Students’ Association 
to support the College in careers and 
mentoring activities. A focus for 2013 
is to increase the involvement of Monte 
Ex-Students in providing careers advice 
and work experience opportunities for 
current Monte girls. A feasibility study 
regarding a mentoring program amongst 
the Monte Ex-Students’ community will 
also be undertaken – many independent 
schools have already implemented 
similar programs with great success. 

Thank you to all those ex-students 
who have responded to requests 
for assistance in the area of careers 
and work experience in 2012. Your 
enthusiasm is appreciated and valued. 

We acknowledge Mrs Mary Doughty 
AM (Leonard, Class of 1947) who has 
worked tirelessly to update ex-student 
records since class lists began. 

Thank you to the Committee who 
has supported me in my first year as 
President – Michelle Vanest (1976), 
Catherine Kernot (Clear, 1975), Annette 
Benaud (1974), Sr Anna Koeneman 
(1957), Donna Quinn (Sidgreaves 
1982), Dee Perry (Quirk 1953). We also 
welcome three new members to the 
Committee: Alexandra Cowie (Austin 
1992), Bernadette Gemmell (2003) and 
Jade Dixon (2004). 

At this time, I also take the opportunity to 
remember ex-students and community 
members who have passed away in 
2012. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
their families. 

Kate Anderson  
(Ford, Class of 1992) 
President

EX-STUDENTS

FROM THE EX-STUDENTS’  
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
Congratulations and welcome to the Class of 2012 as our newest ex-students! The Class of 
2012 was the first group of ex-students to receive the new Monte Ex-Students sterling silver ring 
comprising of a stylised version of the College crest. The girls were thrilled to receive this beautiful 
keepsake as part of their Graduation Ceremony on 18 September. We wish the Class of 2012 all 
the best with their future studies and career paths – keep in touch! 
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EX-STUDENTS

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

Annual Masalou 
Lunch – 50 YearS+

The annual lunch for ex-students 
celebrating 50+ years since leaving 
Monte was held on Wednesday 10 
October. Close to 90 ex-students 
attended the luncheon held in the 
McQuoin Centre. Guest Speaker was 
Dr Giulia Lessanutti (Grimsdale, Class of 
1955) who spoke about her new book 
“The Virgin’s Girdle”. 

Class of 1978 
CATCH UP

Since their 30 year reunion many of this 
year group meet informally once a year 
to continue the catch-up conversations.

Class of 1982 –  
30 Year Reunion

On 5 October Monte’s class of 1982, 
30 year reunion was held at The Union 
Hotel, North Sydney. There were 70 in 
attendance from as far as Tasmania and 
Ashmore. Sister Gabriel came and gave 
her blessings and prayers. With a poem 
and speech from Simone Salier, Year 
Captain, fabulous music thanks to Julie 
Conway and a recital of “The School 
Song” sung by Rosemarie Boland 
and Michelle Gibbs (Poulter) it was a 
wonderful evening.REUNIONS

MAY BOuquET-BROWN CLASS OF 1990

May attended Monte until Year 9 then 
completed her high school education 
at McDonald College of Performing 
Arts. Her life is now spent working in 
Malaysian Hospitals with orphan children 
in need.

May relates: “I am an active 
Philanthropist, appointed Goodwill 
Ambassador for Malaysia, World 
Orphans Ambassador, Youth Peace 
Ambassador for UNESCO, International 
Humanitarian Aid, Crisis and Disastrous 
Response Advocate and a Volunteer 
Customer Relations Ambassador at 
Penang General Hospital.

My mother died giving birth to me 
in Penang, Malaysia. As an orphan I 

became a ward of the state until I was 
adopted at the age of four, by a doctor 
and his family who moved to Australia 
where I attended school.”

May returned to Malaysia in June 2011 
to find her “four lost years” and became 
dismayed with the disparity of healthcare 
between Australia and Penang. Her aim 
now is to work to improve the public 
health systems resources and better 
meet people’s healthcare needs in her 
country of birth.

“My life is not a sad story, to me it is a 
Celebration of Life and the path leading 
to what I was groomed for, Goodwill 
Ambassador. And most especially to be a 
positive role model for orphans in Malaysia.”

JACquELINE DOSSOR CLASS OF 1999

Jacqueline began her Double Bass studies in Sydney at age 16. She completed a Bachelor of Music 
in Performance at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music in 2004. Concurrently, Jacqueline worked 
with the Sydney Philharmonia Orchestra and the Australian Youth Orchestra.

Awarded a scholarship to study at the Royal Academy of Music in London, Jacqueline completed her Post 
Graduate Diploma in Orchestral Training in 2006. During her time at the Royal Academy, Jacqueline has 
worked under internationally renowned musicians. She has also had extensive training on Baroque double 
bass with Chi-chi Nwanoku (Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment).

Now based in the UK, Jacqueline enjoys a varied freelance career performing regularly with many 
orchestras including the English Chamber Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, BBC Scottish 
Symphony, BBC National Orchestra of Wales, English touring Opera, Mid-Wales Opera and English 
National Ballet. As well as an extensive career on the modern double bass, Jacqueline also performs 
with specialist period ensembles including the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, the Australian 
Brandenburg Orchestra and is a member of The Little Baroque Company and Australian Haydn Ensemble. 
In addition to her orchestral career Jacqueline enjoys touring with various solo rock and pop artists.
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Class of 1992 –  
20 Year Reunion

Around 65 students from the Class 
of 1992 enjoyed their 20 year reunion 
on 25 August at the Firehouse Hotel, 
North Sydney. A group surprised the 
crowd with a flashback fashion parade, 
including old summer and winter 
uniforms, a Year 10 semi-formal dress, 
a debut dress and even a Year 7 pinnie. 
School Captain 1992, Belinda Ryan, 
dressed in winter uniform complete with 
hat, gave a speech in which our dear 
classmates Ann-Louise O’Reilly (passed 
away 1992) and Michele Marrero (passed 
away 2009) were fondly remembered.

Class of 2002 –  
10 Year Reunion

The 10 year Class of 2002 reunion was 
held in July at the Commodore Hotel - 
a familiar venue for catch up drinks. It 
was great to see old friends, reminisce 
on our Monte days and learn of the 
amazing accomplishments of our peers. 
See you in another 10 years girls!

Class of 2007 –  
5 Year Reunion

On 5 October, 70 girls from the Class 
of 2007 celebrated their 5 year reunion. 
We shared great food and drink in 
true Monte fashion at the Commodore 
Hotel. We all enjoyed sharing stories 
from the past five years, including travel, 
work, study and contemplating where 
we would be in another five years. 
A highlight of the night was a photo 
slideshow of Monte memories such as 
formals, sports carnivals, house plays 
and the last days of Year 12.

CLAuDIA COWELL CLASS OF 2006

CARMEL SMITH OAM (Kelly) CLASS OF 1958 

In 2011 Carmel 
Smith and her 
husband Tony, 
were formally 
acknowledged 
for their decades 

of giving, when they were awarded the 
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for 
service to the community through the St 
Vincent de Paul Society. As well as their 
involvement with the St Vincent de Paul 
Society, they have supporting married 
couples through the Marriage Encounter 
Group at Davidson and the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women Project. 
They have also been involved with the 
Compeer Program, spending time with 
people with a mental illness. “Both of us 

have gained through our work visiting 
people in need,” Carmel said. “It’s 
opened our eyes to see and to accept 
the many differences in people and also 
brought us into contact with people we 
would never have otherwise met.” 

There is a long line of Monte connections 
in the family. Tony’s mother, Catherine 
Smith (Donnellan) and her sister Sr 
Mary Antoinette RSM both attended 
Monte. Tony’s aunt, Sr Mary Imelda was 
a Monte Mercy nun and music teacher. 
Tony’s sister Anne Towner (Smith) also 
attended Monte. Carmel’s sister, Maria 
Kelly, attended Monte when she was 
in the Convent and taught in Mercy 
schools for many years. 

After Monte, 
Claudia set off 
to Macquarie 
University to study 
a Bachelor of Arts 
in Development 
Studies. She 

gained knowledge of the developing 
world, learnt basic Spanish and 
developed a keen interest in Indigenous 
peoples across the world. Claudia 
deferred her second year of university 
to travel. She spent one month living 
with an Indigenous Mayan family in a 
small town in Guatemala and learnt 
Spanish intensively and then spent 
another month volunteering in Nicaragua 
working with locals on a reforestation 
project. Claudia returned to complete 
her degree, whilst also participating 

in voluntary work in Borneo and work 
experience with Indigenous youths in 
Sydney and also the Indigenous Policy 
and Dialogue Research Unit at UNSW.

Claudia is now working for the Australian 
Indigenous Education Foundation 
(AIEF), a private sector led non-profit 
organisation focused on empowering 
Indigenous children in financial need to 
build a future through quality education 
and careers. Claudia’s role is to guide 
post-school aspirations and help 
students’ transition from school. Claudia 
is thoroughly enjoying her work and 
looks forward to witnessing the 
educational gap between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous Australians become 
progressively smaller with more young 
Indigenous Australians becoming 
positive role models for all Australians.

JEANETTE VERGARA  
CLASS OF 1991

After 20 years absence, Jeanette 
returned to Australia this year and 
brought her husband, Juan Carlos to 
visit Monte. After so many years she still 
has contact with some of my friends 
from the Class of 1991.

Jeanette recounts “In 1992 I left Sydney 
and went to Spain as my parents, who 
were born there, wished to go back and 
retire. I studied Economics and gained a 
Business degree from the University of 
Málaga in the south of Spain, which is 
were I lived for six years. I then moved to 
Madrid and undertook a Masters degree 
in Human Resources. After working for 
a variety of companies, I went back to 
study for a Primary Teaching degree and 
took the official exams (oposiciones) 
that the State government organises to 
enable you to obtain a teaching position 
in a public school. I was successful in 
gaining a primary teaching position. 

I have an older sister, Yolanda who also 
studied and lived in Sydney, and is now 
married and living in Madrid as well. We 
do not have children but we do have two 
adorable British short hair cats (Simba 
and Hansel).” 
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EX-STUDENTS

Members of the year groups celebrating anniversaries are encouraged to update their 
contact details via the Monte Online Community. 

2013 REUNIONS  
FOR YOUR DIARY

CAN YOU HELP? 
We are seeking volunteers to 
assist with organising the following 
anniversary reunions for 2013:

Class of 1973 – 40 year reunion 
Class of 1993 – 20 year reunion 
Class of 2003 – 10 years reunion 
Class of 2008 – 5 years reunion

If you are interested in forming 
a committee please contact Pat 
Clarke, Monte Development Office, 
9409 6242 pclarke@monte.nsw.edu.
au for a copy of the ‘How to Plan a 
Successful Reunion’. We would love 
the opportunity to meet with you 
and explain how we can assist you 
to plan your reunion using the Monte 
Ex-Students Online Community.

Join the Monte  

Ex-Students 
Online Community

To keep up to date on ex-student 
news and events:

www.internet-alumni.com/nsw/
monte/ or access via the  
Monte website

Linkedin: search on Monte 
Sant’ Angelo Mercy College 
Ex-Students’ Association

LIKE our facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/
MonteAlumni

Belinda Miller 

(Class of 2000) married Bradley Futter  
on 7 July 2012 at Monte.

Pictured: Rebecca Bissett (Miller, Class of 1993),  
Anita Sutton, the Bride Belinda Miller,  

Michelle Yamine (Class of 2000) and Tanya O’Brien.

Monte  
Weddings

ANNuAL REuNION & AGM
Venue: Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College Chapel
Date:  Sunday 24 February 2013 
Time: 11.00am for Mass followed by light refreshments
Contact:   Pat Clarke, Monte Development Office 9409 6242  

pclarke@monte.nsw.edu.au

MASALOu LuNCH – 50+ YEARS
Venue: Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College
Date:  Wednesday 23 October 2013 
Time: 12.00pm
Contact:   Pat Clarke, Monte Development Office 9409 6242  

pclarke@monte.nsw.edu.au

CLASS OF 1963 – 50 YEARS
Venue: Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College
Date: Saturday 9 March 2013
Time: 11.00am for tour, followed by lunch
Contact:   Suzanne McEvoy (nee Bowden-Smith)  

smamce@bigpond.net.au

CLASS OF 1978 – 35 YEARS
Details to be confirmed
Contact:   Julie Summerville (Grezoux) 0413 800 300  

jasummer@bigpond.net.au  
Facebook page: Class of 78 Monte Sant’ Angelo

CLASS OF 1983 – 30 YEARS
Venue: Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College
Date: Saturday 23 March 2013
Contact:   Sonia Brennan (Antico) 0418 218 515  

sfbrennan@optusnet.com.au

CLASS OF 1988 – 25 YEARS
Details to be confirmed
Contact:   Christina Arnett (Tremain)  

ctremain@optusnet.com.au

CANBERRA REuNION
Date:  Late April/early May 2013. For all Monte ex-students living,  

working, studying or wanting to visit Canberra. 
Contact: Nicole O’Donnell nodonnell@monte.nsw.edu.au

Nicola Illingworth 

(Class of 2005) married Mark Vidler  
on 6 July 2012 in the Monte Chapel.



FAREWELL
Our Community is saddened to announce the deaths of the 
following Monte Ex-Students and send our heartfelt condolences 
to family and friends.

Shirley Leahy (Lister, Class of 1944) 

Passed away peacefully 4 September 2012 aged 82. Wife of George Leahy, Shirley 
commenced at Monte in Kindergarten and completed her schooling at Monte in 
1944. Mother of Denis, Margaret Leahy (Class of 1971), Mary Leahy (Class of 1975) 
and Suzanne Leahy (Class of 1980). Grandmother of Lauren Leahy (Class of 2007), 
Catherine Rumsey (Class of 2012) and current students, Sarah Rumsey Year 9 and 
Georgie Latham Year 8.

Genia Quick (Smykowsky Class of 1943)

Passed away 9 August 2012

Frances Gallagher (Class of 1972)

Sister of Clare Gallagher (Class of 1976) and Ellen Gallagher (Class of 1979) died 
recently after a long illness.

Sister Norrie Gardner (Sister Virgil)

Passed away 21 June 2012

Yvonne Hannagan (Foster, Class of 1947)

Passed away on 15 July 2012. Yvonne grew up in Northbridge and 
it was at a school debate between Monte and Marist Brothers’ 
Darlinghurst, where Yvonne met her future husband, Frank. After 
school Yvonne studied Dress Making and Millinery at Tech and went 
on to teach. Her last teaching position was at Mater Maria College 
at Warriewood where she taught Textiles and Design for over 20 

years. At 22, Yvonne married Frank and they started out on their “big adventure”. The 
couple moved to Woomera, South Australia where the first three of their eight children 
were born - Margaret, Frances and Patrick. After Woomera they moved to Enugu, 
Nigeria where Brigid and Gerard were born. Following six years in West Africa, the 
family spent time living in England, Ireland and Spain, before moving on to the South 
Pacific living in Honiara, Solomon Islands, where Mary and Bryan were born. They 
eventually moved back to Sydney were the last of their eight children, Michaela was 
born. In Gerard’s words “mum was beautiful, funny, cleaver, stylish, classy and simply 
the grandest mother anyone could hope for.”
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Anonymous
Anonymous - Current Parent
Anonymous - Current Parent
Anonymous - Current Parent
Anonymous (Class of 1937)
Anonymous (Class of 1945)
Anonymous (Class of 1952)
Anonymous (Class of 1957)
Anonymous (Class of 1958)
Anonymous (Class of 1959)
Anonymous (Class of 1967)
Anonymous (Class of 1976)
Anonymous (Class of 1990)
Anonymous (Class of 1997)
Anonymous (Class of 1982)
Anonymous (Class of 2011)
Anonymous (Class of 2012)
Augimeri, Gioconda Ms  
(Class of 1956)
Avvenevole, Jenny
Barnes, Margaret  
(Class of 1959)
Beck, Stuart
Bellew, Sister Bellew  
(Class of 1940)
Bembrick, Alexia (nee 
Leonard Class of 1988)
Berry, Emma & Anna May 
(Class of 2007 & 2009)
Blythe, Tim
Bookallil, Gabrielle
Bryant, Judith (Class of 1947)
Callaghan, Paul
Cameron, Faith  
(Class of 1958)
Campbell, Anna  
(Class of 1997)
Carpenter, Colin
Choquette, Diana &  
Milliner, Robert
Colless, Felicity  
(Class of 1951)
Cook, Brendon
Coras, Jennifer  
(nee Bowdden-Smith,  
Class of 1968)
Cusack, Robert
da Costa, Maria
Davis, Mike
de Landelles, Margaret Mrs 
(Class of 1951)
Doughty AM, Mary  
(Class of 1947)
Drew, Robyn (Class of 1974)
Finnane, Jean Mrs  
(Class of 1935)
Fitzgerald, A M  
(Class of 1972)
Frater, Margaret (nee 
O’Connor, Class of 1954)
Gair, Karen 
Gan-Bedson, Lian
Goodman, Doreen M  
(Class of 1941)
Gori, Lisa (Class of 1994)

Gronow, Mark
Hall, Joanna
Hall, Joanna (Class of 1967)
ingham, David
Ingui, Robert
Kerin RSM, Sister Patricia 
Kilraine, Kevin
Leitch, Narelle
Lindsay, Philip
Lollback, Brett and Natalie
Lynch, Sophie
Magarey, Geraldine (nee 
Furey, Class of 1986)
McDonough RSM, Sister 
Carmel (Class of 1962)
McKay, William
Meagher, Dolour  
(Class of 1956)
Menzies, Scot
Milne, Carmel (Class of 1959)
Molloy, Nicola Class of 1998)
Morrison, Barbara Mrs  
(Class of 1949)
Murphy, Karen
O’Brien, Sister Anne  
(Class of 1948)
O’Neil Helen (Class of 1963)
O’Sullivan, Caroline
Owens, Anne (Class of 1960)
Parents & Friends Association
Petitto, Mary-Ann (nee 
Tomagara, Class of 1993)
Placek, Patricia  
(Class of 1956)
Polley, Tony
Roncolato, Marco
Ryan, Louise
Small, Gabrille  
(Class of 1948)
Smith, Gai (Class of 1958)
Soper, Mary (Class of 1941)
Spry-Bailey, Patricia (nee 
McNally, Class of 1951)
Steinborn-Richter, Linda Mary 
(Class of 1969)
Sutardi, Pauline  
(Class of 1992)
Tang, Florence  
(Class of 1977)
The Patronax Foundation
Timmins Family & the late 
Clifford, Doreen (nee McKay, 
Class of 1929)
Turnbull, Justine
Ueland Nicole (nee Southon, 
Class of 1981)
Vaux Family Foundation
Westpac Matching  
Gifts Program
Williams, Elizabeth  
(Class of 1937)
Yaghljian, Marianne  
(Current Parent)
Zoppetti Laubi, Rebecca

Belinda Miller 

(Class of 2000) married Bradley Futter  
on 7 July 2012 at Monte.

Pictured: Rebecca Bissett (Miller, Class of 1993),  
Anita Sutton, the Bride Belinda Miller,  

Michelle Yamine (Class of 2000) and Tanya O’Brien.

Thank you to all our ex-students,  
parents and staff who responded to  
our call for donations to the Annual 
Appeal 2012. Donations are directed  
to the Scholarships & Bursary Fund  
or the Building Fund as requested.
Thank you again to our donors: 

Monte  
Weddings

Nicola Illingworth 

(Class of 2005) married Mark Vidler  
on 6 July 2012 in the Monte Chapel.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
OF DONORS FOR THE 
2012 ANNUAL APPEAL

Ending the homelessness of 
the most needy people living 
on our streets is our priority. 
Homelessness is a dangerous, 
harmful and dehumanising 
experience, especially for 
women. The Mercy Foundation 
works to bring about an end 
to homelessness and restore 
dignity to those in need. 

This Christmas, please help us end 
homelessness, through a donation or by buying Christmas Cards from us.

The Mercy Foundation is the key work of the North Sydney Sisters of Mercy, 
established to carry on the legacy of Catherine McAuley. 

Your support is greatly appreciated.

www.mercyfoundation.com.au or phone 02 9911 7390.
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According to College records, 
Monte’s first College Captain, 
Mary Dunn, was appointed  
in 1933. 
Mary Dunn started at Monte in 1923 as a day 
pupil at six years of age. She was a member 
of the tennis team which, in four successive 
years (1930-1933), won the Archbishop’s 
Shield for Monte. Mary also played in the 
team which won the All Schools’ Stuart Cup 
for Monte in 1929. In her final year at the 
College and as Captain, Mary was selected 
to represent the Catholic Secondary Schools 
within a group from NSW and Private 
Schools, which broadcast an International 
Goodwill Message to Australia and the United 
State of America. That year, Mary passed her 
Leaving Certificate exam.

Mary’s appointment as College Captain was 
the beginning of a great tradition at Monte 
which has seen many young women lead 
the College with a keen sense of justice, 
spirit, commitment to school service and 
enthusiasm. Earlier this year, Riley Cahill was 
elected as College Captain 2012-2013.  

“Memories of being College Captain are 
still very vivid. At the time this position of 
Leadership in the College was called ‘Head 
Girl’. Given my first name, my nickname 
amongst Year 12 was ‘SJHG’ - still at times 
used by some ex-student friends. Our Year 
12 class left the same year that the Treanor 
Building was opened, Sr Maureen McGuirk 
retired as Principal and a College Student 
and Staff photo was taken at North Sydney 
Oval the day after Sydney was awarded 
the Olympics. There were many events 
to celebrate and host and I have strong 
memories of doing a lot of hospitality work in 
the true spirit of Catherine McAuley. 

I was inspired to get all the girls involved in 
our community. The leadership group worked 
hard to try and engage students with activities 
across all year levels. We initiated the first 
‘House plays’, a House-based talent quest 
held in one lunchtime in Mercy Hall, amazing 
to see how it has developed since.

A key part of my role was to lead and manage 
all 30 elected student leaders, as well as be 
representative of the form as a whole. 

Whilst the year had its challenges, filling that 
role was a privilege and taught me many 
things about service, self–discipline and 
the importance of a sense of humour. In my 
current teaching role at Monte, it has been 
exciting to see so many senior students put 
up their hand to lead the College and then 
witness so many innovative approaches to 
invigorating the life of our students. Thanks 
to the dedication and positive energy of 
the outgoing College Captains each year, it 
is a privilege to share the Honour Board with 
them in Mercy Hall.”

Sarah-Jane Grove 
College Captain 1993  
and current staff member

COLLEGE CAPTAINS
1932

1933 Mary Dunn (The first College Captain)

1940

1940 Joan Gunter

1950

1950 Margaret Foley

1982

1982 Simone Salier

2002

2002 Sarah Steele with her mother Mrs Margaret 
Steele (nee L’Estrange, College Captain 1964)

1936

1936 Helen Manton

1945

1945 Joan Horan (Sr Helen)

1959

1959 Ann Hook

1993

1993 Sarah-Jane Grove with Mrs Dinah 
Rawlinson (ex Deputy Principal)

2012-2013

2012-2013 Riley Cahill with Lara Macalyk 2005, Naomi 
Steer 1976 and Catherine Kernot (nee Clear) 1975

1975

1975 Catherine Clear with  
Mother Baptista and Sr Maureen

1964

1964 Margaret L’Estrange


