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TINY MIRACLES
A small child gave a dollar from his pocket money to a homeless person.
A kindergarten girl baked her teacher birthday cookies.
A young boy helped his opposition up after being injured in a rugby game. 

These children, still with new and innocent hearts,
a while before these delicate hearts are corrupted by society’s wrongs. 

These small acts of kindness, 
small acts of compassion,
either minor or major:
just too great to go unnoticed.

They are thought to be almost nothing by children,
just merely the moral thing to do,
through the eyes of society, they are ordinary occurrences,
but they are more than that, they are miracles. 

Tiny miracles, but so what, still miracles.
A globe filled with hatred and blackness,
surrounded by agony and sorrow.
These small actions are the key to change;
the map to a world full of bliss and happiness. 

They must be rejoiced,
They must be celebrated,
and must be acknowledged;
to continue generations full of innocent and compassionate hearts.

Sarah Gow, Year 11

ARTWORK BY 
Olivia Mack, Year 9
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

This year the College is celebrating 145 years 
of educating and caring for young women in 
the Mercy tradition of Religio, Scientia, Cultus 
and we hold steadfast the belief that our lives 
are shaped by what we believe, know and 
value. 

As a College community we are committed to 
the values of Mercy, Human Dignity, Justice, 
Service and Option for the Poor, continuing a 
tradition of excellence in Catholic education in 
the way of our founders, the Sisters of Mercy 
North Sydney. 

During Term 1 the College entered a new era 
as we commenced the delivery of our online 
learning mode due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
I wish this milestone, in our extraordinary 
history, was not necessary under such 
circumstances but I have been humbled by 
the enthusiasm and willingness of the College 
community to embrace these challenging times 
with resolve and a renewed commitment to the 
education of young women.

Throughout Term 1 and Term 2 we 
transitioned to online learning and then to 
our reintegration plan and much emphasis 
was placed on continuing to provide a rich 

and vibrant learning environment for our 
students. However, what I have witnessed 
from our community is an overwhelming 
sense of togetherness, a desire for real and 
meaningful relationships that animate the 
Mercy values in our actions, thoughts and 
words and it is this that I am most proud of.

Whilst 2020 will be remembered as one of 
the most difficult years for so many, I am 
buoyed by the convictions of our staff to 
continue normal College operations and 
the faith of our parents in entrusting their 
daughter’s education and wellbeing to us. 
When I welcome staff and students each day 
at the College, I am reminded of Catherine 
McAuley’s unwavering belief that, “There 
is nothing of greater importance than the 
perfect discharge of our ordinary duties”. 

At Monte those “ordinary duties” have 
involved developing and implementing an 
online learning mode, preparing over 1200 
welcome back boxes, comprehensive virtual 
sports and music programs as well as a 
range of co-curricular, spiritual and pastoral 
activities. I believe Catherine would approve 
of our “ordinary duties” prepared and 
delivered by extraordinary people.

More than a century ago, the Spanish Flu 
pandemic altered educational delivery  
at the College, and in an uncanny echo of 
events today, also involved the segregation of 
communities and families with the closure of 
newly federated State borders. Government 
measures forced the cancelling of victory 
parades, mass was conducted outdoors with 
parishioners and priests at arms-length, and 
our own Sisters of Mercy North Sydney were 
caught on the frontline, as frontrunners in 
healthcare at their renowned Mater Hospital. 
One hundred years on, the work of the Sisters 
provides us a model to follow and aspire to in 
this uncertain time. 

My hope is that the next generation of College 
leaders, students and families will look at 
our response to a global pandemic and take 
comfort in our strength, in awe of our collective 
courage, faith and perpetual commitment to 
the education of young women.

Mrs Nicole Christensen 
College Principal

I am delighted to present to you the 2020 Winter Gazette as a record of events in an 
unprecedented time in the history of the world, Australia and Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College.
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In June 2019, Wicked was announced as 
Monte’s next school musical to be showcased 
in March 2020. Fast forward to the week 
of the performances and we were hit with 
the devastating news that all of Monte’s 
Wicked performances could not go ahead. 
To ensure the safety of our community, we 
strictly followed all COVID-19 protocols and 
postponed the public performances. Although 
it was upsetting news, the students showed 
incredible resilience and demonstrated the 
true spirit of a community coming together to 
support each other. 

Throughout the six months of producing Monte’s Wicked, the cast, 
crew, orchestra and the wider Monte community all came together 
to bring this otherworldly production to the Monte stage. We are 
incredibly fortunate at the College to have so many students with 
such incredible talent and passion for the performing arts and 
musical theatre. Students were privileged to work with Mr Jordan 
Vassallo, a professional director, and the Monte production team 
who assisted us to flourish into accomplished performers with 
incredible dancing, acting and spine-tingling vocal performances 
on show each and every rehearsal. Over 120 hours of rehearsals 
were spent together, and many more hours were individually spent 
rehearsing for the production. Throughout this time, we started 
to see the bonds of friendship, comradery and community form 
between Monte students, boys from the local schools, staff and 
parents. We became a ‘stage’ family, bonded together by a common 
love, a creative vision and a determination to put forward the best 
show possible. 

We achieved our vision and the cast, crew and orchestra brought a 
magical show and an incredible performance to the Monte stage on 
their final dress rehearsal. The eccentric beauty of Oz shone through 
Ms Kim Tuttle-Nesbitt’s costumes, and the powerful vocal and sound 
performance was thanks to the hard work of Ms Catherine Walmsley 
and Ms Maryanne Coyle. The beautiful storytelling of Wicked was 
brought to life by Mr Jordan Vassallo’s vision and the dynamic score was 
harmonised with contemporary choreography. The incredible work of 
turning the McQuoin stage into the Land of Oz with beautiful lighting, 
stage vision and AV was thanks to the tireless work of Ms Kiya Siutz and 
her team, as well as Ms Lauren Ford and her team who worked behind 
the scenes managing the huge set changes and prop list. 

ON WITH THE SHOW!

Monte’s Wicked was incredible, and the dress rehearsal was 
outstanding to see. One day, post COVID-19, we hope to showcase 
this beautiful, extraordinary production to the Monte community. 
One magical moment to come out of the cancelled show, was seeing 
students all come together on the afternoon of what would have 
been opening night, congregating at the local park to sing and dance 
the songs that they had sung many times together. I sincerely thank 
my incredible production team, every student, staff member and 
parent that volunteered their time, the crew and the orchestra, and 
lastly a special thank you from me to the exceptional cast. 

Ms Mia Webb  
Co-producer and Choreographer

WICKED

STUDENT REFLECTION 

Being a part of Wicked was incredibly fulfilling in so many ways. 
What is special about theatre is the unique way it brings a 
group of people together, and Wicked in particular tells such an 
incredible story of friendship and the lasting impact it can have 
on a person. The trust and friendship that was built among 
everyone in our cast, regardless of age or role in the show, was 
something beautiful to experience. The final product was such a 
spectacular thing to watch, even from my own perspective on the 
stage, and I was so honoured to be a part of it. Even in the face of 
disappointment at having to postpone our March performances, 
we were still able to celebrate the talent, effort and experiences 
we had enjoyed together over the last six months. I myself 
learned so much about working through a show as an actor, 
singer and dancer, and I gained many new skills and knowledge 
in each of these areas (even dancing). I made friendships that will 
stay with me forever. The production team and every teacher and 
student who contributed their time created such a fantastic show, 
and although there could be no greater ending to working on this 
amazing story than sharing it with an audience, the journey I had 
was still something I would not change.

Lauren Shaw (Elphaba) Year 12 
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January 2008 
Central Desert Community Engagement

September 2008 
Central Desert Community Engagement

2008 2009

NAIDOC 2010
Unsung Heroes:  

Closing The Gap By Leading Their Way

September 2010 
Central Desert Community Engagement

2010

NAIDOC 2011
Change: The Next Step Is Ours

September 2011 
Central Desert Community Engagement

2011

NAIDOC 2012
 Spirit Of The Tent Embassy:  

40 Years On

September 2012 
Central Desert Community Engagement

2012

NAIDOC 2013
We Value The Vision:  

Yirrkala Bark Petitions 1963

September 2013 
Central Desert Community Engagement

2013

NAIDOC 2015
We All Stand On Sacred Ground:  

Learn Respect & Celebrate

September 2015 
Central Desert Community Engagement

NAIDOC 2016
Songlines:  

The Living Narrative Of Our Nation

September 2016 
Central Desert Community Engagement

NAIDOC 2017
Our Languages Matter

September 2017 
Central Desert Community Engagement

NAIDOC 2018 
Because Of Her, We Can!

September 2018 
Central Desert Community Engagement

NAIDOC 2019
VOICE, TREATY, TRUTH

September 2019 
Central Desert Community Engagement

NAIDOC 2014 
Serving Country: Centenary & Beyond

July 2014 
Alumni Central Desert  

Community Engagement

September 2014  
Central Desert Community Engagement

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

THE STORY OF MONTE AND THE DESERT 
Respect is at the heart of the Indigenous 
program at Monte; Biamunga is a Yuin 
word we have been given permission to 
use as custodians by Elder Uncle Max 
Dulumunmun Harrison. It means journey 
of learning to the mountain and translates 
as a journey of mind and spirit  
to understanding. 

A key pillar of Biamunga is the Central 
Desert Community Engagement Program. 

Each year, a group of Monte students 
and staff are invited to engage with the 
traditional Anangu lands in and around 
Uluru and take part in Maruku Arts, 
childcare, aged care and land conservation 
programs under the care and guidance 
of Elders and senior artists. This exposes 
students to new experiences of social and 
cultural complexities which challenge, 
develop and transform their perceptions 
of the world.

The following statement by Elder Aunty 
Julie Foster Smith details the philosophy  
of our program at the College:

“The way forward for the program at 
Monte, we call Biamunga, is for students 
to be comfortable in their own skins, 
whilst learning to engage with particular 
Indigenous communities. This engagement 
needs to be at a pace that the Indigenous 
community is able to direct.  

Biamunga aims to strengthen the 
leadership skills within the Monte 
community, whereby both staff and 
students can engage with Indigenous 
communities in other parts of the world in 
a manner that builds on the way Aboriginal 
people have partnered our understanding 
of the complexities of cultural issues.” 

The model of our Biamunga program 
aims to explore a multitude of social and 
cultural complexities, whilst ensuring that 
the cornerstone of community service 
remains beneficial and empowering 

for that community. Throughout the 
opportunities provided within the 
Biamunga program, students are 
encouraged to develop and nurture their 
sense of self-awareness. 

From the outset, the program was 
underpinned by the ideal that there 
would be an ongoing partnership with 
the Anangu Elders. The program has 
continued to develop and evolve at a 
pace and time that meets the Mutitjulu 
community needs.

Meaningful connections have formed 
with the community in Mutitjulu, built on 
dignity through developing knowledge 
of the Anangu culture, beliefs and values 
through the exploration of Tjukurpa. 
Tjukurpa is the foundation of their life and 
their society. Understanding and forming  
a strong respect for their culture and way 
of knowing is critical to how we approach 
and interact with the communities into  
the future.

Mr Adrian Johnston 
Leader Community Outreach 

AND MONTECENTRAL DESERT

June 2009  
Central Desert Community Engagement

NAIDOC 2009 
Honouring Our Elders, Nurturing Our Youth

October 2009  
Central Desert Community Engagement
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With the commencement of Term 1, the College and the ICT team focussed on 
delivering technology across a range of College activities including teaching 
and learning, with the College switching to our online learning mode due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, in March. The shift meant substantial learning curve for 
students, teachers, support staff and parents. I am still amazed and in awe of 
how quickly our College community rose to the challenge and adapted in such 
a short space of time.

Regardless of whether students are learning 
online or in a classroom, learning is learning. 
We cannot assume that the skill of learning 
is as second nature as we might think it to 
be. During the online learning phase, some 
students experienced a seamless transition 
into this mode, while others are still finding 
their way. With the resumption of face-to-face 
teaching, we are seeing the strengthening of 
our existing technologies and excitedly, the 
adoption of some new ones. 

It is important to remember that the College 
has always been a leader in integrated 
classroom technology, and the onset of a 
global pandemic, whilst disruptive to much of 
the world, demonstrated the College’s capacity 
to deliver a continued excellence in online 
learning. We were leaders, 11 years ago, when 
we transitioned each student to their own 

laptop. This has proved 
invaluable during our online 
learning phase, and sees us now confidently 
stepping into this new and ever-evolving 
learning environment.

Back in 2009, the College’s reasoning behind 
the transition to laptops for all students, was to 
ensure a holistic and transformational learning 
experience for every student. The current 
technologies are bringing us closer together 
than ever before. However, technology only 
tells part of the story. How well our story can 
be told through the technologies that we use, 
needs time to reveal itself, despite the rapid 
rate of change. 

The Canadian Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, 
offered this insight about technology and its 
capabilities:

“The pace of change has never been this fast, 
yet it will never be this slow again”.

While everyone is doing all that they can with 
the technology available, we must not forget 
what it means to be truly connected with each 
other in this hyperconnected world. I have 
spoken in the past with students about what 
it means to be a good digital citizen, and this 
is supported through the College’s pastoral, 
academic and co-curricular programs.

Whilst 2020 will be remembered as one of the 
most challenging times in Australia’s history, 
at the College it will be remembered as a time 
of unity and connectedness, and for that all 
students, staff and parents can be proud. 

Mr Tom Lee 
Director Innovation and Technology

Maruku Arts is an Anangu-owned cooperative which represents 25 Aboriginal communities from 
the Central Desert areas around Uluru. They facilitate the maintenance and sharing of culture, 
whilst creating a vital outlet for the distribution and sale of the arts and crafts they produce. 
Our College community has built a strong connection with these Indigenous communities and 
the artists supported by Maruku, through our Central Desert Program, which is now in its 
12th year. Our Aboriginal Community Engagement Program is fundamentally built on respect, 
reciprocity and two-way learning (ngapartji-ngapartji), vastly enriching our relationships with, 
and understanding of, Aboriginal people.

It is exciting to share the annual Maruku 
Marketplace as a virtual experience, with a 
focus on traditional skills unique to Central 
Desert artists; punu carving of tinka. Tinka 
are the patterned sand goanna found in the 
Central Desert region and have a spiritual 
importance to the Anangu women. The 

Wapar (creation story) for the tinka teaches 
Anangu people how the goanna inherited 
its body markings; it tells how the ningtaka 
(perentie lizard) and the tinka painted each 
other’s bodies with fine lines and dots in 
order to look special for inma (ceremony).

We invite you to be involved, view and 

even consider purchasing a unique punu 
tinka carving direct from the Maruku art 
cooperative, knowing that the sale price goes 
directly to the artist and their community. 

To request a 2020 Virtual Maruku 
Marketplace brochure contact:  
info@monte.nsw.edu.au

VIRTUAL BIAMUNGA 
YARN UP
TUESDAY 23 JUNE 8:00PM

The Biamunga Yarn Up is a community 
sharing of stories and experiences; it 
allows for understanding through a 
coming together to actively listen and 
discover. We are honoured to have as 
our guest speakers this year, Indigenous 
Elders Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison, 
Aunty Julie Foster Smith and Aunty 
Jannette Blainey accompanied by former 
Monte staff member, Marshall Leaver.

This year, due to current COVID-19 
restrictions, the College has redesigned 
the event as a virtual Yarn Up, with the 

unique opportunity to view a synopsis of 
the speakers and submit questions for 
them to address. 

Join us online at the Biamunga Yarn Up 
to hear Elders share their experiences 
and insights into the NAIDOC 2020 theme, 
Always Was, Always Will Be. Let us come 
together virtually to celebrate Aboriginal 
culture and recognise that ownership of 
Country preceeds. During uncertain times, 
learning from the knowledge and wisdom 
of our Aboriginal Elders is particularly 
salient.

ONLINE LEARNING

VIRTUAL MARUKU 
MARKETPLACE
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FEDERICA THORSELL

Student ShowcaseSTUDENT SHOWCASE

ART OUT OF THE ORDINARY COMPETITION
The Art Out of the Ordinary competition encouraged students to create original small-scale paintings from ordinary, ‘non-art’ materials such 
as Vegemite, soy sauce, tea, coffee or sugar during the term break. Congratulations to the two winners, Federica Thorsell, Year 6 (St Mary’s 
Catholic Primary School, North Sydney), and Annabel Hannan, Year 10.

SHAPE EXHIBITION 
Senior Design & Technology students 
attended this year’s SHAPE Exhibition at the 
Powerhouse Museum, featuring Major Works 
from HSC Design & Technology, Industrial 
Technology and Textiles & Design students. 

Year 12 students were privileged to engage 
with industry professionals throughout the day. 

We congratulate the seven Monte  
HSC Design & Technology students  
that received nominations for inclusion 
into the 2020 SHAPE Exhibition at the 
Powerhouse Museum; Eliza Beatty,  
Olivia Crowley, Carina Gleeson,  
Sophia Gordon, Millie Morrisey,  
Zoe Ottaway and Maya Watmore. 

These exceptional results are testament to the 
outstanding efforts of the Design & Technology 
students and the unwavering commitment of 
the TAS Department. 

The fifth Italian and Culture Immersion Tour group departed from  
Sydney last New Year’s Eve to embark on a journey of grammar,  
gelato and Giuseppe Garibaldi!

Il Bel Paese welcomed us with glorious wintry 
sunshine for three weeks, as we immersed 
ourselves in the history, culture, language and 
traditions of this enchanting country. 

From the canals of Venice to the islands of 
Murano and Burano, our senses came alive 
with the sights, sounds and smells of Italy. 
Copious amounts of tasty morsels were 
devoured in Bologna and Florence before 
arriving at our base in Siena where students 
attended classes at the Dante Aligheri 
Language School in order to further develop 
their Italian language skills. Whilst homework 
was completed each and every evening, 
the classes were designed in a manner that 
permitted the girls to practise their skills 
within the local community at the Wednesday 
markets and put their knowledge to the test 
during their cooking classes; all instructions 
delivered in Italian!

We then travelled south to the region of 
Campania to visit the vast archaeological site of 
Pompeii before arriving at the Baroque marvel 

of Lecce. The students attended the Scipione 
Ammirato Scuola Media and spent memorable 
days learning from their Italian peers.

Our final stop was the eternal city of 
Rome, whose cobbled ancient streets and 
breathtaking historical sites had us all 
captivated at every twist and turn.

And whilst the search for the perfect espressino 
in Sydney continues, so too does our learning 
and appreciation of the challenges and endless 
rewards of learning a foreign language. 

Ms Annalisa Ramundi & Ms Maria Gaudioso 
Italian Language & Cultural Immersion  
Tour Coordinators

ITALIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL  
IMMERSION TOUR ANNABEL HANNAN
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Student ShowcaseSTUDENT SHOWCASE

MIDDLE SCHOOL LEADERS
We welcome and congratulate the 2020 Middle School Leaders; Ava Keevers (McAuley), 
Annabel Dougan (McGuirk), Hannah MacLennan-Pike (McQuoin), Ally Doyle (Xavier),  
Kristen Mellos (Rankin) and Stella Jackson (Aquinas). 

MUSIC ACADEMY 
NEWS 
A significant number of the College’s Music 
Academy students recently sat for the 
Australian Music Examination Board (AMEB) 
practical and written music examinations. 
The students prepared technical work and 
an accompanied repertoire to perform to an 
examiner. 

The College is proud to congratulate the 
following students who were awarded a High 
Distinction in their examinations; Darcey 
Whiteley for Clarinet (Year 7), Elizabeth 
Judson for Voice (Year 9), Aishlin Flannery for 
Musicianship (Year 10) and Kathryn Tucker for 
Piano (Year 11), continuing the long-standing 
tradition of musical excellence within the Music 
Academy at the College. 

LAUREATE ASSEMBLY
Congratulations to our newest Alumni, the Class of 2019, on their 
exemplary academic achievements. The high standard achieved in 
both the NSW Higher School Certificate (HSC) and the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IB DP) continues to strengthen 
our tradition of teaching distinction and academic excellence. 

BRIDGE PROGRAM
As part of the international BRIDGE program, which establishes 
connections between students, teachers and school communities,  
the College was fortunate to strengthen our partnership with a junior 
school in Indonesia, and was honoured to host teacher, Ibu Yayak, at 
Monte. Ibu Yayak hosted language classes and shared traditional cultural 
dances and costumes together with a Batik-making class, enriching the 
experience of Indonesian culture in the College. 
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Student Showcase Community SpiritSTUDENT SHOWCASE
ART AFTER HOURS
Visual Arts students had the unique opportunity to participate in two Art 
After Hours programs as our Monte Alumna helped to inspire the next 
generation of Monte artists. Alumni Artist-in-Residence, Rachel Carroll 
(Class of 1993), worked with watercolour, monoprinting and encaustic. 
Alumna parent, Marilou Palazon (Class of 1986), facilitated an online 
tutorial, demonstrating traditional glazing techniques using acrylic paint 
to create exceptional finished works. 

IB MYP AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE
The 2019 Award For Excellence in 
the International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Programme (IB 
MYP) was presented to five 
co-recipients; Rebecca Adams, 
Bridget Cunningham, Ava Regoli, 
Madeleine Teychenne and 
Veronika Young. We congratulate 
these girls on their noteworthy 
achievements for attaining the 
highest IB MYP score of 63. We 
also congratulate Emilia Cimino 
on receiving the DiMonte Award 
in recognition of her significant 
academic growth, diligence 
and personal commitment 
throughout the IB MYP.

BLUE & BLUE 
SCHOLAR
Congratulations to Ava Regoli on 
receiving the Blue and Blue Scholarship 
for 2019-2020 in recognition of her 
dedication to exemplify the school 
motto; Religio Scientia Cultus. Ava has 
demonstrated academic achievement, 
co-curricular participation and 
contribution to the liturgical, justice 
and service elements of the College 
community. 

COMMUNITY SPIRIT AT MONTE

YEAR 12 MOTHER 
DAUGHTER LUNCH
The annual Year 12 Mother Daughter Lunch, in 
March, was a wonderful tribute to the special 
bond between daughters and the significant 
women in their lives. This year, students were 
invited to host the virtual event in their own 
homes. They commenced with a prayer, followed 
by lunch and talented Year 12 musicians provided 
stunning musical performances which set the 
scene for a special day enjoyed by all. 

COLLEGE OPEN DAY
On Sunday 8 March we opened our gates, to welcome the wider 
community to experience everything that makes our College so 
extraordinary. Thousands of guests were greeted with the renowned 
warmth, hospitality and Mercy spirit of our students, staff, parents and 

carers as they engaged in immersive displays and tours of the College’s 
campus and facilities, learning about the breadth of Monte’s exemplary 
curriculum and co-curricular offerings. 
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Community Spirit Mercy in ActionCOMMUNITY SPIRIT AT MONTE

YEAR 12 FATHER 
DAUGHTER DINNER DANCE 
Year 12 students celebrated the significant men in their lives at the 
annual Father Daughter Dinner Dance in February. Hosted at Doltone 
House Ballroom with over 350 guests, including Year 12 students, 
fathers, carers and members of Monte staff. It was a memorable 
evening with poignant speeches, an emotional photo presentation 
and a hotly contested dance competition. 

YEAR 7 WELCOME MASS AND DINNER
The 2020 Year 7 Welcome Mass and Dinner was a wonderful opportunity for the newest members of our Monte community to come together in 
celebration of the commencement of their Monte journey, and each student was presented with a handmade doll from the Peru Mission.

MERCY IN ACTION
STUDENT WASTE AUDIT
Since 2018, Monte has been on a mission to reduce its waste 
consumption and to care for our common home by following in the 
footsteps of Pope Francis. This journey began when 40 enthusiastic 
students conducted a waste audit by sorting through Monte's rubbish 
and collecting waste data. Many of the students and staff were shocked 
to visually see the amount of rubbish they had produced in two days. 
This inspired change within the College community; we realised that we 
needed to make a difference. 

This year, Monte has introduced a new waste management system to the 
College. However, this was no easy task, with many trials and tribulations 
such as the contracts, aesthetics and function of the bins. New College 
bins now include wet organic, paper recycling, co-mingling recycling, 
general waste and return and earn. By doing this, Monte will be diverting 
most of our waste from landfill to recycling and compost centres, leading 
the change by creating a greener future for the generations to come. 

Sophia Skarparis, Year 12

THE MERCY EFFECT 
WOMEN EMPOWERING WOMEN

Alumni from the year groups 2012 to 2016 gathered for a relaxing 
afternoon of painting and creating in the beautiful grounds of 
Stormanston House, to raise much-needed funds for a safe house for 
women trafficked in Cebu, Philippines. 

Hosted by The Mercy Effect, ex-students whiled away the hours in the 
company of Mercy friends, appreciating the skilful watercolour tuition 
of artist, Rachel Carroll (Class of 1993).

The Mercy Effect is a fledgling social and educational hub connecting 
young Alumni through workshops and speaker sessions. To sign up 
to future events, contact Mrs Catherine Elliott, Mercy 6 Coordinator: 
celliott@monte.nsw.edu.au. 
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Sports ReportMercy in ActionMERCY IN ACTION SPORTS REPORT
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
On Wednesday 4 March, Sr Carmel 
McDonough RSM coordinated the Monte 
International Women’s Day Breakfast, with 
proceeds going to UNHCR and Project Timor. 
Mrs Nicole Christensen, staff, parents, 
students and local schools gathered to 
acknowledge and celebrate this year’s 
theme for International Women’s Day 2020, 
I am Generation Equality: Realising Women’s 
Rights. The much-anticipated event hosted 
an exceptional speaker and Monte Alumna, 
Naomi Steer (Class of 1976). As the founding 
National Director of Australia for The United 

Nations  
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
she spoke passionately about safeguarding 
the rights of refugees and the issues affecting 
displaced people, especially women and girls. 
Through the only international agency in 
Australia that solely focusses on refugees and 
global humanitarian work, Naomi has been 
instrumental in providing refugees access to 
health services, education, computer training, 
internet access and livelihood opportunities. 
She expressed her concern for all the 
obstacles that lay ahead and encouraged 

everyone to play their part towards creating a 
more equal and just society. 

Those in attendance were also fortunate to 
hear distinguished author, CEO & Founder of 
the Aminata Maternal Foundation, Aminata 
Conteh-Biger share her experiences as 
the first Sierra Leonean refugee woman 
in Australia. Kidnapped and held captive 
for many months by rebel forces, during 
the eleven-year civil war in Sierra Leone, 
Aminata’s safety and refugee status was only 
possible with the support of the UNHCR.

The year 2020 will forever be remembered as a time our community united in support to overcome the impacts of COVID-19.  
Due to the postponing of various sporting activities, the highlights of 2020 Monte Sport were packed into the first six weeks of Term 1.

SWIMMING
COLLEGE SWIMMING CARNIVAL

After an earlier wash out, the College Swimming Carnival was 
held at the picturesque North Sydney Olympic Pool in February. 
McAuley extended its domination of the Carnival winning the House 
Championships for the third consecutive year.

•  Champion House – McAuley

•  Cheering Champions – McGuirk

•  Senior Relay Champions – McQuoin

•  Intermediate Relay Champions – McAuley

•  Junior Relay Champions – McGuirk

•  100M Freestyle Champion – Grace Henry (Xavier)

•  200M Individual Medley Champion – Grace Henry (Xavier)

•  12 Years Age Champion – Charlotte Harkin (McGuirk)

•  13 Years Age Champion – Phoebe Lechner (McAuley)

•  14 Years Age Champion – Grace Henry (Xavier)

•  15 Years Age Champion – Georgina Prowse (Rankin)

•  16 Years Age Champion – Charlotte Ward (McGuirk)

•  17 + Years Age Champion – Taylah Thompson (McQuoin)

•  3 Record Breakers – Charlotte Harkin, Tegan Kim and Grace Henry

The Monte Representative Swim team dominated at the CGSSSA 
Championships, winning Division 1 and Overall Champion School. The 
team also competed in the IGSSA Championships and was awarded 
the Most Improved School, having moved from 12th to 7th place.

CRICKET 
The Monte Representative Cricket 
team turned the tables on Marist 
Sisters College, Woolwich, with 
a very narrow win in the Grand 
Final of the CGSSSA Cricket 
Championships. One of Monte’s star 
players, Samira Dimeglio, Year 9, 
also gained selection into the CCC 
Open Representative Team.

SOFTBALL
The Monte Softball team narrowly 
missed out on the Grand Final  
and were defeated in the 
Preliminary Final in extra time,  
but extraordinary effort was 
shown by all players involved.

NSWCCC BLUE 
AWARDS
Kate Ryan (Year 12, 2019) was awarded 
a Blue Award NSWCCC for Touch 
Football. A prestigious annual award, 
it recognises and celebrates the best 
sporting achievements of Catholic 
secondary students throughout NSW.

ST ALOYSUIS’ COLLEGE, MONTE AND ST IGNATIUS’ COLLEGE, 
RIVERVIEW STUDENTS WITH NAOMI STEER

SR CARMEL MCDONOUGH RSM, NAOMI STEER,  
AMINATA CONTEH-BIGER, NICOLE CHRISTENSEN

MONTE SENIOR LEADERS WITH NAOMI STEER AND AMINATA CONTEH-BIGER
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WATER POLO
Monte 1 competed in the annual McAuley Ward Cup against Loreto Kirribilli,  
coming from a five-goal deficit to draw the game 7-7 in a thrilling comeback.  
Monte had 12 teams playing Term 1 Water Polo providing the greatest number  
of teams in the competition. 

TOUCH FOOTBALL
Monte Touch Football continues to set the benchmark in schoolgirls’ Touch. After earning a spot in the National Youth Championships in 2019,  
the Open Monte team continued their dominance by winning the CGSSSA Championships. Monte also had 10 players in contention for  
CGSSSA Representative selections.

TRIATHLON
Monte Triathletes (five individuals and five 
teams) competed in the NSW All Schools 
Triathlon. Grace Henry (Year 9) and Grace 
Kells (Year 11) were both selected for the 
NSW team.

FROM THE PRESIDENT
For many years, the P&F Association at Monte has supported the College through social events,  
and we have continued to do this in 2020. In February, I was thrilled to welcome parents, carers and 
students at the Year 7 Welcome Mass and Dinner. It was wonderful to see the excitement of the parents  
and students as they commenced their journey at Monte. 

The P&F Association enjoyed co-hosting 
the Monte Welcome Cocktail Party, where 
staff and parents connect in a relaxed and 
informal setting. In March, the P&F supported 
the College’s Open Day and my thanks to the 
Year 7 parents for preparing the food and 
managing the College café, and to the Year 
10 parents for firing up the BBQ. We also 
had an information stall and were able to 
welcome new and prospective families to the 
College during the day.

As you are aware the impact of COVID-19 
has been significant, including on a number 
of P&F Association events. Traditionally, the 
P&F Association would be organising many 
special events at this time of year, such as 
year group parent and carers functions and 
morning teas. Despite the restrictions, the 
P&F Association was pleased to support the 
virtual Mother and Daughter Lunch held in 
May. Mothers and daughters enjoyed lunch 
together at home sharing in a prayer and 
listening to music. Friends joined together 
using Zoom to celebrate this important event 
in the Year 12 calendar.

We are still gathering for P&F Association 
meetings via Zoom, and currently planning 
some of the more traditional events like 
our annual trivia night to be held in a virtual 
format, while restrictions remain in place. 

The P&F Association at Monte is open to all 
parents and carers. Your level of involvement 
can vary and can include attending P&F 
events, becoming a class parent or even 
being a member of the P&F Association 
Executive. Everyone is welcome to contribute 
in any way they can, and your contribution is 
always truly valued. We consider ourselves 
to be more of a ‘fun-raising’ or ‘friend-raising’ 
association, rather than a fundraising group. 
Of course, we continue to support the 
College by providing additional funds for 
important programs and initiatives, and we 
remain committed to keeping our College 
community connected. 

In a non-restricted environment, we also 
arrange many ‘fun-raising’ activities – either 
whole school, year group or even class and 
house led. We lend a helping hand at school 

events, for example at the Rugby Lunch and 
the Blue & Blue Lunch. 

A recent initiative is the P&F Support Crew 
meals. The aim of the support crew meals 
is to provide nutritious meals to families 
who need the love and support of our 
community. We have a band of contributing 
families cooking meals which are distributed 
anonymously, by the College, to families in 
need in our Monte community.

The aim of the P&F Association at Monte is 
to increase parents’ engagement with the 
College and each other, and to build strong 
associations and friendships that can help 
you navigate the wonderful and sometimes 
challenging world of teenage daughters. It 
is beneficial to realise you are not alone and 
that there is great support available through 
the Monte parent community. 

Mrs Samantha Parker  
President Parents & Friends Association

WAYNE FARMILO, SARAH GRIFFIN, FRANK DALBON, SAMANTHA PARKER, DOMINIC TEYCHENNE AT THE WELCOME COCKTAIL PARTY
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From the ArchivesFROM THE ARCHIVES
A recent visit to Monte on Open Day 2020 was a momentous experience for the Duncan and Briggs family members who 
have been educated by Monte Mercys for four generations. The story began with Kathleen Duncan (nee Sheehy) who was 
educated by the Monte Mercys in Redfern in the early 1910s, followed by the next three generations who attended Monte 
Sant’ Angelo Mercy College, North Sydney. Deirdre Duncan, (Class of 1960); Justine Briggs (nee Duncan, Class of 1988); and 
Simone Briggs, Year 7, 2020, have unique and positive experiences of their schooling at Monte spanning 40 years. The values 
of Mercy, Human Dignity, Justice, Service and Option for the Poor have provided a strong bond across the generations.

The College’s fostering of uniqueness and 
leadership potential has been reflected in 
Deirdre’s career which included teaching at 
Monte, a doctorate in Educational Leadership, 
and becoming Principal of the Mercy College,  
St Martin’s in the Pines, Ballarat. Deirdre’s 
journey then saw her leadership skills 
transform the Aquinas Ballarat facility into a 
campus of the Australian Catholic University. 
This provided Deirdre with an avenue of service 
for Catholic education through her lectures 
to thousands of leaders and those aspiring to 
leadership in the Catholic education system 
across Australia. Deirdre’s service to Monte 
continued as Chair of the first College Board. 

Justine started her Monte education in  
Year 9 and went on to become a School 
Prefect, representing the College in Netball.  
 

On completing her Bachelor of Commerce, 
she continued her marketing and business 
development career in London within the 
telecommunications industry. She has spent 
the past 15 years working in leadership 
positions in marketing and business 
development in large Australian law firms. She 
continues to strive for excellence in all aspects 
of her life, including running in the 2018 New 
York City Marathon. 

Both Deirdre’s and Justine’s Monte education 
was paramount in enabling them to achieve 
their goals. Deirdre’s grandniece, Simone 
Briggs, has quickly adapted to the Monte 
culture in her short time in Year 7 and is 
looking forward to participating in all of the 
wonderful opportunities that the College has 
to offer.

“Monte girls today would not recognise 
the Monte Sant’ Angelo of my day, in 
the late 1950s – 1960. The teachers 
were all nuns, there was no swimming 
pool and there was only one room for 
Chemistry, however I am pleased the 
Holy Grass has remained just as sacred 
as it has always been. Both Justine and 
I look very fondly on Monte. It provided 
us with a very strong foundation 
for what each of us has achieved 
and still continue to achieve. We are 
both confident that Simone’s future 
perspective of Monte will be just as 
nostalgic and affectionate as ours.” 

Dr Deirdre Duncan  
Alumna (Class Of 1960)

DEIRDRE DUNCAN WITH HER STUDENTS AT MERCY HALL IN 1968

DEIRDRE DUNCAN (1955-1960)

DR DEIRDRE DUNCAN, SR LORETO CONROY RSM,  (CONGREGATIONAL 
LEADER), MRS NICOLE CHRISTENSEN,  MRS JUSTINE BRIGGS AND 
SIMONE BRIGGS

SR NORMA TREANOR RSM AND DR DEIRDRE DUNCAN  
AT SR NORMA’S 50TH YEAR OF TEACHING CELEBRATION

DR DEIRDRE DUNCAN WITH HER NIECE MRS JUSTINE BRIGGS  
(NEE DUNCAN, CLASS OF 1988), GRANDNIECE SIMONE BRIGGS 
(YEAR 7) VISITING AT THE 2020 OPEN DAY

SIR PETER COSGROVE (FORMER GOVERNOR-GENERAL  
OF AUSTRALIA) WITH DR DEIRDRE DUNCAN 
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SPORTS REPORT 
MONTE ALUMNI NETBALL CLUB 

The 2020 Netball season kicked off with the annual Monte 1 v Monte 
Alumni showcase match at Open Day on Sunday 8 March. It was 
a fiercely competitive match that eventually saw the Monte 1 girls 
victorious once again, however it provided a great opportunity to 
welcome some new players into our club. The club hosted a  
pre-season meet and greet after the match at the Rag and  
Famish Hotel. 

The club was pleased to have registered eight teams into the  
2020 Northern Suburbs Netball Winter Competition, however,  
in response to COVID-19, the competition has been postponed 
until further notice. The association is hoping to start a competition 
towards the end of July and the club will be looking to include as 
many teams as possible. The club will also be facilitating registrations 
for the Northern Suburbs Monday Night Twilight Competition 

which runs from September to December in the hope of providing 
dedicated players their all-important Netball fix!

In these uncertain times, it is more important than ever to look out 
for one another. Whilst the Monte Alumni Netball club is devastated 
by the delay to the season, we are committed to ensuring our players 
are ready and raring to go once we are given permission to  
play again.

If you are interested in playing in the proposed shortened Winter 
Competition or in the Twilight Competition, please get in contact with 
us via our email exmontenetball@gmail.com. We welcome not only 
Monte Alumni, but friends and family of Alumni as well. Follow us on 
Facebook/exstudentsnetballclub for regular updates on our season.

Ms Sarah Antico (Class of 2012) President, Alumni Netball Club

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
It has been an interesting couple of months, learning to adapt to a new way of living and coming to terms with different concepts like 
self-isolation and social distancing. Remember, it is an important time to stay connected and engaged; reconnect with a friend you have not 
spoken to since school, reach out to ensure your family and friends are safe and well. 

I would personally like to acknowledge all our amazing Alumni who are 
frontline employees. Thank you for your tireless work as you selflessly 
continue to help protect individuals and our nation as a whole. 

Thank you to those who were able to attend the College Open Day and 
our Alumni Association’s Annual General Meeting earlier this year.  
It was nice to see everyone, especially the many new faces eager to learn 
more about the Alumni Association and our plans for 2020. 

I am excited to announce that nominations for the Catherine McAuley 
Alumna Mercy Award are now open for 2020! The award, now in its 
second year, recognises exceptional Alumni who have, and continue  
to contribute greatly to their community through excellence in 
their chosen field and who display outstanding Mercy values in 
their personal and professional endeavours. I encourage you all 

to take this opportunity to nominate a worthy recipient for the 
award. The recipient will be announced at the 2020 College Mercy 
Day celebrations in September. Please visit http://msamc.link/
CatherineMcAuleyAlumnaMercyAward for further information and to 
place your nomination. Please be advised nominees from last year can 
be re-nominated. 

In response to the pandemic, this year some events were taken online or 
modified to meet Government regulations. We look forward to bringing 
you many wonderful events next year, and hope to see you there. For 
events scheduled later in the year, we will continue to closely monitor the 
situation and keep you updated. 

I wish you and your families a safe and healthy second half of 2020. 

Ms Annette Benaud (Class of 1974) President, Alumni Association 

The Monte Alumni Association is delighted to announce nominations for the Catherine McAuley 
Alumna Mercy Award are now open for 2020. This award recognises the achievements and 

contributions of an inspirational Alumna who has demonstrated outstanding moral character, 
achieved exceptionally in their personal and/or professional field of endeavour, and/or made a 

significant contribution to their community, inspired by our Mercy values.

The selected recipient will be recognised on Friday 18 September 2020,  
at the College’s Mercy Day celebrations. 

CATHERINE MCAULEY
ALUMNA MERCY AWARD

ELIGIBILITY:
• Nominees must have attended Monte 

Sant’ Angelo Mercy College.

• Nominees from previous years can be 
re-nominated.

• Deceased Alumni can be nominated. 

SELECTION CRITERIA:
• Lives out the Mercy values. 

• Admirable personal conduct and character.

• Service and dedication of personal talents and  
resources for the benefit of others.

• Achievement of professional and/or personal  
excellence in one or more of the following areas  
(including but not limited to): not-for-profit, education,  
arts, human services, social justice or sporting pursuits.

There will be many remarkable Alumna who will not necessarily be aware of their exceptional  
contribution to their field of endeavour and/or community. We encourage you to embrace this 
opportunity to nominate a worthy graduate so we may recognise these extraordinary women.

2020 NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN: http://msamc.link/CatherineMcAuleyAlumnaMercyAward

APPLICATIONS CLOSE WEDNESDAY 5 AUGUST 2020
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
ALUMNI SERVING ON THE FRONTLINE OF COVID-19
We would like to acknowledge the extraordinary Alumni within our community and across the world who are working within the healthcare 
sector during this unprecedented time to help fight the spread of COVID-19. Thank you for your tireless work and for selflessly caring for 
those who are no longer able to care for themselves. Your courage, dignity and Mercy is truly inspiring. THANK YOU! 

Monte AlumniMONTE ALUMNI

JACQUELINE STRUDWICK-DAY  
(CLASS OF 2005) 
POSITION: Doctor 
HOSPITAL:  St Vincent’s Hospital, 
 Darlinghurst 

In response to COVID-19, Jacqueline has 
recently moved to work in the Emergency 
Department at St Vincent’s Hospital, allowing 
for additional staff to be on hand if needed 
in the coming weeks. Jacqueline explained 
how they have been undertaking a lot of 
preparation at the hospital. 

“There is much uncertainty and anxiety that 
health professionals are dealing with at the 
moment. Most of us have colleagues overseas 
and have heard stories about how challenging 
it has been for them. Dealing with the volume of 
patients, particularly critically ill patients, would 

be exhausting. They have had to cope with 
death at a rate we can’t even imagine.

Obviously, this is not the case here in Australia, 
but the very real possibility of it is distressing. 
As a young and healthy person, I am not as 
concerned about contracting COVID-19 myself, 
but the thought of passing it onto loved ones, 
colleagues or community members is a very 
real concern. We have heard of so many people 
wanting to help which is heart-warming, but the 
best thing people can do is to follow advice from 
the government and World Health Organisation 
(WHO). That is to stay home if unwell, practice 
social distancing, and respect all frontline 
workers including hospital staff, paramedics, 
police and any other essential workers.’’

DOMINIQUE DENNISS (CLASS OF 2012)
POSITION: Resident Medical Officer, 
 COVID-19 Team 
HOSPITAL:  Concord Repatriation  
 General Hospital 

Dominique is currently working as a doctor 
in a specialised team set up at Concord 
Hospital in response to the pandemic. 
Working 12-hour shifts, she is responsible 
for assessing and managing patients who are 
confirmed or suspected cases of COVID-19. 
It can be challenging for a variety of reasons, 

as patients can deteriorate quickly and 
restrictions must apply on visits from family 
members for infection control purposes.

Dominique’s loved ones are also always on 
her mind, with the possibility of accidentally 
bringing an infection home from work being 
a very real concern for all healthcare workers.

‘’In these uncertain times, it’s just as important 
to look after each other’s mental health as it is 
our physical health.’’

JULIA FARRINGTON (CLASS OF 2009) 
POSITION: Senior Planning and Policy Officer 
  NSW Ministry of Health 

Julia is currently supporting six Communities 
of Practice which are multidisciplinary 
groups including nurses, allied health and 
doctors. The Communities of Practice 
were established to guide the response 
to COVID-19. The groups share strategies 

and information to ensure NSW Health 
is prepared for COVID-19, while also 
highlighting key issues that require a  
state-wide or system solution. 

“It’s important to remember to wash your  
hands and don’t touch your face!’’

SOPHIE HALL (CLASS OF 2012) 
POSITION: Registered Nurse 
HOSPITAL:  Royal Hospital for Women, 
 Randwick

Sophie works in the operating theatres as a 
scrub scout or instrument circulating nurse. 
Her main role is to assist the team of nurses, 
doctors, porters, medical students and others 
to carry out and perform gynaecological and 
obstetric operations. 

Sophie explained how in the current climate 
a lot of preparation is being undertaken. 
They are preparing for the worst but hoping 
for the best. The hospital is running a lot of 
simulations and real-life scenarios with the 
entire multidisciplinary team. There has been 
a lot of discussion and in-service training 
on the correct procedures for donning 
(putting on) and doffing (taking off) Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE). 

Sophie is currently assisting with a number of 
operations at the Women’s Hospital, as many 
of these services are category A or B and are 
still proceeding. 

She explained that there are new policies 
and procedures being developed, but these 
are changing day by day as new information 
comes through. They are adapting as they go! 

‘’In these times it is really important to 
remember that just because we have to practice 
social distancing we do not have to isolate 
ourselves completely. We definitely aren’t alone. 
Make sure to take care of your mental health 
and catch up with friends and family over Zoom 
or FaceTime. Make time in your day to take care 
of yourself and set time aside just to check in 
with those loved ones who are in a vulnerable 
state and make sure they are okay. After all, 
we’re all in this together!”

STELLA GRAHAM (CLASS OF 2012) 
POSITION: Resident Medical Officer, 
 Emergency Department  
HOSPITAL:  Dubbo Base Hospital

Within the Emergency Department Stella 
assesses her patients, if they show any 
signs of fever or respiratory difficulty they 
are screened for COVID-19 and separated if 
needed into speciality units. Restructuring 
within her team and other hospital 
departments has taken place to maximise 
limited regional resources and ensure the 
safety of everyone involved. 

Stella explained how in the early stages of 
the outbreak, the hospital had a patient who 
presented with very unusual symptoms for 
COVID-19. When they later tested positive, a 
significant number of staff had to quarantine 
themselves placing additional pressure on an 
already small pool of medical staff.

‘’It’s important to look out for each other, the 
way we do this has changed. It’s now crucial to 
practice physical distancing to ensure we all stay 
safe and well.’’

PIPPA CADWALLADER  
(NEE CAMERON, CLASS OF 1992) 
POSITION: Registered Nurse 
HOSPITAL:  Northern Beaches Hospital,  
 Children’s Ward 

Day to day Pippa is caring for sick children 
and their families, most do not have 
COVID-19 but are more frightened than ever 
to come to hospital. Children still get sick 
during this time with asthma, breaks and 
bumps and more severe infections. ‘’They 
need our support, care and love more than 
ever as visitor numbers are restricted and 
anxiety is at its peak’’. Pippa feels honoured 
to be someone they look to and lean on at 
one of the most worrying times of their lives. 
She believes it is a privilege she cannot put 
into words. 

Pippa has continued teaching Paediatric 
Nursing subjects within the Bachelor 
of Nursing Degree at the University of 
Technology Sydney and the University of 
Sydney through this health crisis, both onsite 
and from home, as nursing education is 
seen as a priority for our communities. ‘’The 
privilege I feel to be able to impart some of my 
knowledge and skills to inspire and motivate 
students who will be part of my profession one 
day is indescribable.’’ 

“Take care of each other, listen to the advice 
of experts, clap for hospital cleaners who do 
amazing work and are often unseen, become a 
nurse, it is amazing every day.”
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CLASS OF 2014  
5 YEAR REUNION 

The Class of 2014 celebrated their 5-year 
reunion at the Greenwood Hotel, North 
Sydney. With over 80 Alumni in attendance, 
there was a lot of laughter, stories and 
memories shared throughout the night. 

CLASS OF 1979  
40 YEAR REUNION 

The Class of 1979 reconnected with their 
cohort and celebrated special friendships 
created during their years at Monte. 
Cammeray Golf Club was filled with over  
60 Alumni celebrating their 40-year 
reunion. 

CLASS OF 1999  
20 YEAR REUNION

The Union Hotel was the meeting point for 
the Class of 1999. Over 60 Alumni came 
together to celebrate their 20-year reunion. 
The venue was abuzz with stories of family, 
travel and work. The genuine warmth 
and love in the room was something very 
special and reinforced what a joy it was to 
have such a wonderful cohort of amazing 
women. The Class of 1999 are already 
looking forward to their next reunion. 

SUNSHINE COAST REUNION

Alumni living and working on the Sunshine 
Coast in Queensland enjoyed their second 
gathering. The ladies celebrated together 
with a lovely lunch at Coolum Beach Surf 
Club. This growing reunion is now an 
annual event held on the first Saturday 
in December. This year’s Sunshine Coast 
Reunion will be held on Saturday 5 
December. 

CLASS OF 1959  
60 YEAR REUNION

Many wonderful memories were shared 
as 30 Alumni from the Class of 1959 came 
together to celebrate their 60-year reunion. 
Stories were flowing and joyful moments 
were shared at Thelma and Louise, 
Waterfront Cafe in Neutral Bay. 

CLASS OF 2009  
10 YEAR REUNION

Alumni from the Class of 2009 had 
a memorable evening at Beerhaus, 
Barangaroo. More than 35 Alumni 
enjoyed an evening of fun and laughter 
reconnecting with friends.

REUNIONS
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CLASS OF 1994  
25 YEAR REUNION (BELATED)

The Class of 1994 revisited their old 
stomping ground of North Sydney to 
celebrate their 25-year reunion. The 
Commodore Hotel was filled with 50 
Alumni enjoying a wonderful trip down 
memory lane. They are already looking 
forward to planning their next reunion.

CLASS OF 1970  
50 YEAR REUNION

An impressive 60 Alumni from the 
Class of 1970 travelled from Western 
Australia, Queensland, Victoria, the Blue 
Mountains, Foster, Central Coast and 
all parts of Sydney to celebrate their 
milestone 50-year reunion. The group 
gathered on Friday Night, Saturday 
Lunch and Sunday morning. There was 
a lot of laughter and stories shared from 
past and present. Name tags and using 
photos from their Year 12 Angelus (1970), 
helped in recognising and getting to 
know one another again after 50 years. 

CANBERRA REUNION

Ladies enjoyed an evening of connecting 
with fellow Alumni living in Canberra at 
CIT Restaurant located within Canberra’s 
Institute of Technology. Celebrations were 
smaller than usual given the COVID-19 
pandemic and government social 
distancing restrictions, however, a joyous 
time was had by all.

REUNIONS

CLASS OF 2000 REUNION
(20 YEARS)
SATURDAY 26 SEPTEMBER

MASALOU LUNCH 
TUESDAY 13 OCTOBER  
(If this College event proceeds, 
invitations will be posted closer  
to the date).

CLASS OF 1960 REUNION 
(60 YEARS) 
SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 

CLASS OF 1980 REUNION 
(40 YEARS)
SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 

CLASS OF 2015 REUNION 
(5 YEARS)
SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 

SUNSHINE COAST REUNION
SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER 

CLASS OF 1990 REUNION 
(30 YEARS)
DATE TO BE CONFIRMED 2021

UPCOMING REUNION
We would love to hear from Alumni of the following 
year groups who are interested in organising their 
reunion in 2020 or potential belated reunions to  
be held in 2021.  
Please contact alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

10 year reunion: Class of 2010

15 year reunion: Class of 2005

25 year reunion: Class of 1995

35 year reunion: Class of 1985

45 year reunion: Class of 1975

55 year reunion: Class of 1965

ALUMNI DATES FOR THE DIARY 2020 
For the reunions below and events scheduled later in the year, we will continue to closely monitor the situation and NSW Government 
restrictions and keep you updated and informed. 

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

Vale
MARIE DEVINE  
(nee Rodgers, Class of 1947)

JEAN FINNANE 
(nee Macrae, Class of 1935)

PAMELA GILL 
(nee Brooks, Class of 1947)

ANNE BURROWS 
(nee Higgins, Class of 1968) 

ELIZABETH LIMBREY 
(nee Dwyer, Class of 2001)

JUDITH O’LEARY 
(nee Burke, Class of 1943)

SISTER ANNE O’BRIEN RSM 
(Class of 1948) 
Loved member of the Institute of  
Sisters of Mercy of Australia and  
Papua New Guinea.

WEDDINGS
 JESSICA PASCOE  

(CLASS OF 2008)  
and Kim Hughes on  
7 September 2019. 

Kate O’Malley (Class of 2008) 
was Maid of Honour. 

ANIQUE MAWA  
(CLASS OF 2006)  
and Benjamin Garrard on  
14 March 2020.

Alumni in attendance included: 
Lisa Luu, Zoe Phillips (nee 
Mairs), Stephanie Wiedenbein,  
Kate Lennard, Katharine 
Witcomb (nee Horton),  
Abigail Hundley, Hannah 
Wilkie, Rebecca George, 
Philippa Masaoka, Tina 
Moshkanbaryans and 
Samantha Gleeson all from  
the Class of 2006.

VALE
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As it has been for 145 years, our Mercy values of human dignity, compassion,  
service, justice and option for the poor continue to be our enduring guide. 

The global pandemic has required us all 
to deal with an inconceivable amount of 
disruption, and for some, the loss of income, 
businesses and jobs. Now, more than ever, 
we are reminded of the importance of taking 
care of one another.

The Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal was 
established to do exactly this, care for young 
women whose families are experiencing 
unexpected financial hardship. Bursaries 
allow us to support current families who are 
unable to pay their school fees so that their 
daughters can remain at Monte, giving them 
stability in their school environment while 
their wider world is in turmoil. Bursaries are 
also available to external applicants who 
demonstrate a commitment to Mercy values 
and a holistic education, and whose family’s 
financial circumstances may prevent their 

initial enrolment at the College. Bursaries 
may be awarded for one or more years 
through a rigorous application process 
and are based on financial need. Bursaries 
awarded for longer than one year are subject 
to an annual review.

Due to the generosity of past donors and 
bursary recipients, the College has been able 
to maintain a sustainable bursary program, 
affording life-changing opportunities to 
over 140 young Monte women. Our bursary 
stories are difficult to tell, they are deeply 
personal and often our young women are 
sheltered from the distressing times their 
families are facing, unaware they are bursary 
recipients. First and foremost, the College 
is committed to protecting and nurturing 
the wellbeing of these girls. Ensuring they 
can continue their routine at school each 

day, supported by their teachers and 
friends is invaluable and only possible due 
to the generosity and compassion of our 
community.

Let there be no mistake, with adversity 
there comes gifts of an alternative profound 
narrative - the collective power of people, the 
collective pooling of resources, the collective 
pooling of care and love.

WE SHOULD BE 
SHINING LAMPS, 
GIVING LIGHT TO  
ALL AROUND US.
– CATHERINE MCAULEY

BURSARY BLUE RIBBON APPEAL
AS WE NAVIGATE UNPARALLELED TIMES THE COLLEGE REMAINS COMMITTED  
TO CARING FOR YOUNG MONTE WOMEN IN NEED. 

MONTE STUDENTS 
SUPPORTING 
BURSARIES – 2019 
BLUE RIBBON DAY 

Monte FoundationMONTE FOUNDATION
M O N T E  B U R S A R Y  2 0 2 0

In light of current circumstances,  
we appreciate that many members of  
our community may be facing challenges  
in their family or workplace and understand 
that a gift to the Appeal may not be an 
option this year. We are humbly asking those 
members who still have capacity to consider 
a gift; the Bursary Fund will be a vital life-line  
for many of our parents in the coming 

months and your support will make  
a profound difference.

If you would like further  
information, or wish to make  
a tax-deductible gift to the 2020 
Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal, 
please visit www.monte.nsw.edu.au  
or contact the Foundation Office  
(02) 9409 6240.

Now, more than ever, we are 
reminded of the importance of 
taking care of one another.

BlueRi�on
B U R S A R Y  B L U E  R I B B O N  A P P E A L

‘I still cannot believe the gift we have been given, the level of 
our gratitude is truly immeasurable.’ 
2020 Bursary Recipient Parent

MONTE BURSARIES 2021
AT MONTE WE BELIEVE IN PREPARING YOUNG WOMEN FOR A LIFE OF 
SIGNIFICANCE AND PURPOSE

2021 Bursaries are now available for 
young women to receive a Mercy 
education at Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy 
College, North Sydney. All bursaries are 
based on financial needs.

ELIGIBLE TO APPLY:

• Students in Years 7-11 currently 
attending the College

• Students not currently attending  
the College in Years 6-10

APPLICATIONS 
OPEN NOW
Full details and the 2021 Application  
Form are available on the website: 
monte.nsw.edu.au/admissions/bursaries
Enquiries to registrar@monte.nsw.edu.au

APPLICATIONS CLOSE  
Friday 18 September 2020



Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College
128 MILLER STREET, NORTH SYDNEY, NSW 2060 
PHONE 02 9409 6200  
www.monte.nsw.edu.au


