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Principal's
Message

Dear Monte Community
It is with great pleasure that I present to you the 2021 Winter Gazette as a record of the
achievements, dedication and spirit of the Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College community.
This year, our Mercy value of Service is our
guiding principle in all that we do. I have
spent some time reflecting on the work of
Elizabeth McQuoin; her writings reveal that
she was a leader who identified, nurtured
and grew the talents and enthusiasm of
the Sisters who worked alongside her.
Elizabeth’s ability to serve by encouraging
others is at the core of what it means to
be a Mercy woman and part of a Mercy
community. In Australia today, it is imperative
that young women see their collective
power and strength, and the importance
of respecting each other, particularly
when it comes to the issue of consent.
On Friday 26 March, I attended a roundtable
on sexual assault responses and prevention.
It was coordinated by the Australian
Human Rights Commission and led by
the Sex Discrimination Commissioner,
Kate Jenkins, and the National Children's
Commissioner, Anne Hollonds. It was an
extremely honest discussion between
representatives from all education
sectors, public, Catholic and independent;
principals, government ministers and police
representatives. All present agreed that a
consistent and uniform approach on how
to develop and implement educational,
preventative and response strategies is
required. Further roundtables are being
held in Queensland and Victoria to assist
the Australian Human Rights Commission
to formulate this. I will continue to advocate
for young women’s safety and rights, and
I am hopeful that such commitment will
instigate lasting and meaningful change.
In Term 1 we broke ground on the Scientia
Project, an exciting new building to deliver a
fit-for-purpose and future-focussed Science,
Sports Science and Sports facility. The Scientia
Project development is set to significantly
transform the Monte campus with learning
spaces that inspire creativity, innovation
and collaboration. The development of
new facilities are essential in ensuring the
College continues to be at the forefront of
contemporary learning and education. This
is an important and significant venture for
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the whole community, and it will provide
enormous benefit to our students for
many decades to come. I have provided
further details about the Scientia Project
in this edition of the Monte Gazette.
This year, we have been fortunate to welcome
parents and carers onsite to a number of
College events including Open Day, our
Welcome Afternoon Tea and the International
Women’s Day Breakfast. Our College is a
vibrant and engaging place, and being able
to share these experiences with parents is
vitally important, as we are entrusted with
the education of your daughters. My sincere
thanks to the Parents & Friends Association
who work tirelessly to support the College and
to strengthen the sense of friendship with
their many social and community activities.
I have been humbled by the support of the
College’s Blue Ribbon Bursary Appeal which
was launched at the Blue & Blue Lunch on
Friday 21 May. The College’s Blue Ribbon
Bursary Appeal is further supported by the
purchase of blue ribbon pins by the girls and
the generosity of attendees at the Rugby
Lunch. I have been privileged to witness the
extraordinary impact a bursary has on the
life of a young Monte woman. The bursaries
provided to the College ensure that a Monte
girl can continue her education despite her
family facing financial and personal hardship.
As always, your ongoing support of the Blue
Ribbon Bursary Appeal allows us to do this.
Our Year 12 students are benefitting
greatly from being able to access Mercy
House. Mercy House is located on McLaren
Street and was purchased by the College
in 2020. Mercy House is a senior study
centre and includes break-out rooms, a
kitchen, bathroom facilities and meeting
spaces. The name is a reminder of our
deep roots and connection to our Mercy
history. It is an extension of our existing
College community and a place of welcome,
compassion, friendship and learning.
Mrs Nicole Christensen
College Principal
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The Scientia Project
WHY SCIENTIA?

The Scientia Project is a new Science, Sports Science and PDHPE facility set
to significantly transform the Monte campus with purpose-built learning
spaces that inspire creativity, innovation and collaboration.

point of the College Chapel and other

The Scientia Project will deliver 12 Science,
Sports Science and PDHPE laboratories;
a social innovation and enterprise hub to
support our growing industry programs
and support the next generation of female
entrepreneurs; a multipurpose gymnasium,
which includes two indoor sports courts, a
gymnasium and a rooftop court; and urban
green spaces for learning and recreation,
improving openness and accessibility
across the site’s steep topography.

The Scientia Project will future-proof

deliberation, research and a strategic

the College’s learning spaces to meet

needs analysis. It successfully aligns with

the changing demands of the dual

the College’s vision of providing a world

curriculum offered by the College.

class educational experience to our young
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The facility will sit on the existing footprint
of the College’s North Sydney grounds,
optimising the campus by utilising
space both above and below ground.

Scientia is Latin for knowledge and part
of the College motto: Religio, Scientia,
Cultus. At Monte, we believe that we
are shaped and directed by what we
believe, by what we know, and by what
we value. Simply, knowledge is critical to
a young woman’s success in the world.

significant buildings on the grounds.

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM

The Scientia Project is the result of careful

In collaboration with Richard Crookes
Constructions (RCC), the College will be
running a student engagement program
designed to immerse the students into the
engineering and construction industry.
In addition, RCC have offered a Monte
Alumna a cadetship to work exclusively on
Scientia for the duration of the project.

women, both now and into the future.
For further information please
visit the Scientia Project website,
scientiaproject.monte.nsw.edu.au

The building complements the College

Mrs Nicole Christensen

while not detracting from the focal

College Principal

MEET THE RCC
CADETSHIP RECIPIENT
Mia Fine (Class of 2019) graduated from
the College after successfully completing
the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme, and is studying a Bachelor of
Project Management in Construction at the
University of Sydney. During her time at the
College, Mia actively participated in a wide
range of activities, notably our Industry
Partnership Programs with Laing O’Rourke
and the Multiplex Jump Start Program, which
she says inspired her to pursue a career in
STEM. Mia was attracted to the flexibility
of her degree as “it incorporated my other
interests in engineering and management
and provides multiple pathways into
the construction industry.” Mia believes
that Monte fosters a strong culture of
encouraging women in STEM, and through
her immersive experiences in the Industry
Partnerships Programs and Career Insights

Evenings, “I was able to meet some really
inspiring women who motivated me to enter
this industry.” Complementing her tertiary
studies through practical applications of
her theory knowledge, this Cadetship will
be a unique opportunity to gain experience
providing Mia with a greater understanding
of construction management. “I am also
really excited to see the construction of
the new Scientia Project!” says Mia.

6

Matilda Jr 2021
The message of Matilda Jr leaves a lasting imprint on the hearts of all involved:
“Even if you’re little you can do a lot”. Throughout the preparation and performance
of our 2021 Middle School Musical Matilda Jr, Matilda’s mantra was amplified by
the power of collaborative effort and creativity. The show brought joy to sold-out
audiences, showcasing a successful collaboration between a dedicated staff team
and highly committed students. It proved to be greater than the sum of its parts.

Congratulations to the talented Matilda Jr
cast and crew, who performed four brilliant
shows between Wednesday 17 March and
Saturday 20 March. The first ever student
preview show was a great success; 58
cast members entertained a supportive
audience of friends and staff. The cast then
performed three more shows for the wider
community. Our dedicated cast, who have
been rehearsing since November 2020,
were supported by Backing Vocalists and a
student-led Tech Crew and Stage Crew.
Dozens of student volunteers assisted with
hair, makeup and costuming. The generosity
of the students and staff members who
voluntarily lent a hand to make the production
such a success, was overwhelming. A sincere
thank you to the many staff members who
helped ‘behind the scenes’ in numerous
ways, it really was a team effort. A special
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thank you also to the students’ families and
friends who attended the show and gave
fantastic support. From donations, audiences
contributed $827.00 towards Project Timor.
A Monte Musical is more than just putting on
a show. It gives a chance for girls to find their
home, their place of belonging, together with
like-minded Monte girls who share similar
interests. In the words of the show’s Director,
Ms Lauren Ford, “we were determined to
realise this production. It is a story about being
different, about hope, about fighting for what
is right, and about celebrating creativity”.
I hope that you enjoy some additional
reflections from students in the cast and crew.
Ms Amber Thomas
Producer

CYAN POWELL, YEAR 8

SOFIA MANCINI, YEAR 9

For me, Matilda Jr was an amazing
opportunity to enhance my skills in singing,
acting and dancing, and to make new
connections. In 2020, when I found out the
musical would be Matilda Jr, I was smiling
from ear to ear every single day. When I
got in, I was so happy and felt my life could
not get any better. Every rehearsal we each
got better and better, becoming closer
together. Each performance we would join
in a circle and wish each other luck and
hoped every show would go well. Now,
we have finished Matilda Jr, I am so proud
of the whole cast, crew, and production
team for what we have accomplished. I
walked away from this amazing experience
with more knowledge and an amazing big
family that was created in the process.

In Monte’s musical Matilda Jr, I had the
wonderful opportunity to play the amazing
role of Agatha Trunchbull. Being a part of
this magnificent show and cast allowed
me to acquire new skills, broaden my
experience and push boundaries in terms
of finding different ways to express myself
in my character. One of the most rewarding
aspects of being part of this extraordinary
musical was the trust, friendship and
commitment displayed by the entire cast.

the enormous energy and enthusiasm of

microphone crew, however I also worked

the packed audience was testament to

on multiple transitions throughout the

the talented and dedicated cast, crew and

show with the stage crew. These two roles,

production team who made my dreams

although they kept me busy, made for

come true. Being able to perform live in our

such an enjoyable experience where I was

beautiful ACC theatre, particularly in these

problem solving, making new connections

uncertain times, is a reminder to not take

with people and learning about stage

things for granted, embrace the moments

productions and the works behind them.

you have and appreciate every opportunity

Each show was just as rewarding as the

you are given. For this, I am truly grateful

next. Actors might have issues with their

to everyone who made this happen.

microphones and you had to track them
down, find out what the problem was and

The role I gladly adopted was also sharing

HOLLY CRONAN, YEAR 11

fix it, all in the space of one or two songs.

my previous experience with students

Working as tech crew on Matilda Jr is

from younger years, especially those in

an experience I would recommend to

alongside such extraordinary talent and

Year 7. Standing on the stage and feeling

anyone. Being a part of it gives you a whole

It has been incredibly rewarding to work
such an extraordinarily creative team.

new understanding and appreciation
for theatre. The role I undertook was as
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Biamunga Yarn-Up 2021
The Biamunga Yarn-Up is a community sharing of stories and experiences.
It allows for understanding through a coming together to actively listen
and discover, with this year's guest speaker Nardi Simpson.
Nardi is a Yuwaalaraay storyteller from the
NSW north west freshwater plains. Her
debut novel Song of the Crocodile was the
2018 winner of the Black & Write Fellowship;
longlisted for the 2021 Stella Prize, 2021
Australian Book Industry Awards - Literary
Fiction Book of the Year; and shortlisted for
the 2021 Victorian Premiers Literary Awards
- Indigenous Writing, 2021 MUD Literary
Prize, 2021 New South Wales Premiers
Literary Awards - New Writing, and the
2021 Indie Book Awards - Debut Fiction.
As a member of Indigenous folk music duo
Stiff Gins, Nardi has travelled nationally
and internationally for the past 22 years,
performing in the US, UK, Ireland, Canada,

The space is an extension of our existing
College community and has already become
a place of welcome, compassion, friendship
and learning. Every Year 12 student has
access to wonderful facilities including
a kitchen, bathroom amenities, meeting
spaces, personal space in a small group
room, and essential study and wellbeing
resources. Uniquely, Mercy House provides
a delineation between school and home
where students can complete their intended
study before going home to relax and
spend time with their family, both during
extended hours throughout the week and
on weekends. Mercy House is truly a beacon
in facilitating Monte’s ongoing academic
excellence and strong community and Mercy
spirit. The College has been delighted with
the positive responses from the centre’s
inaugural Year 12 student occupants.
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Nardi is an educator, performer and
consultant, heavily involved in the teaching
and sharing of culture in both her Sydney
and Yuwaalaraay communities.
Join us at the Biamunga Yarn-Up to hear
Nardi share her experiences and insights
into the NAIDOC 2021 theme Heal Country,
Heal Our Nation. Let us work together for
stronger measures to recognise, protect,
and maintain all aspects of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander culture and heritage.

MARUKU
MARKETPLACE

Mercy
House
The 2021 Year 12 cohort are fortunate to
be the foundation year to occupy the new
senior study centre known as Mercy House.

Vietnam and the Pacific Islands. Nardi is
currently in her second year of PhD study
at the Australian National University
School of Music in Composition.

Maruku Marketplace features artworks from the Pitjantjatjara,
Yankunytjatjara and Nyangatjatjara communities. Ananguowned Maruku Arts is located on these traditional Anangu
homelands. In this unique selection of artworks, artists
and knowledge keepers tell stories of place, language and
ceremony, keeping culture alive for future generations. All
sales directly support artists and their communities.

Mercy House is definitely one of my
favourite parts about being in Year 12.
With all the Year 12 students together, the
atmosphere in the house is incredibly warm
and inviting. Having the opportunity to
study together and enjoy the plethora of
teas and coffee available really has made
the beginning of our final year incredible.
Claire Le Blond, Year 12
Mercy House has changed the way of life
here at Monte for all of us in Year 12.
It has become a place where we can focus on
our studies and has allowed us to become
closer with our peers, strengthening our
friendships in our final year. Mercy House
has provided the opportunity for Year 12
to come together and support one another
in our graduating journey. The privilege of
having a large welcoming space for us to
socialise, rest and advance in our studies
has almost entirely changed the atmosphere
at Monte for our cohort. I know that my
mindset has shifted in how I approach my

DATE:	
Tuesday 15 June 6:00pm–7:00pm
VENUE:	O ’Regan Arts and Cultural
Common (ACC) Theatre
BOOK: www.trybooking.com/BRNDJ
Donation at the door to
COST: 	
Nardi’s nominated Aboriginal
Charitable Organisation.

DATES:	
Opening Tuesday 15 June, 7:00pm–9:00pm

(Immediately following the Biamunga Yarn-Up)

Wednesday 16 June, 10:00am–6:00pm
Thursday 17 June, 10:00am–6:00pm
Friday 18 June, 10:00am–3:00pm

VENUE:	O’Regan Arts and Cultural Common
(ACC) Galleries
Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College,
128 Miller St, North Sydney

COST:

Free

studies, and the ability to always be with
peers who are experiencing the same
journey has increased our support for
each other. Mercy House is an immense
privilege for Year 12, and as a quiet place with
extensive opening hours, it has improved
our study habits and work ethic. We are all so
thankful for Mercy House, and we are sure
other cohorts in the future will benefit from
this opportunity as we have during this time.
Elise Zacca, Year 12
Mercy House is one of Monte’s most
recent and (for Year 12 students)
most exciting projects yet.
Although it started off a little different
interacting with classmates on a school/
roommate/student/friend level in
a study hub after class, altogether I
believe our Year 12 cohort of 2021 has
positively created some new study habits
and an unbreakable social support
network leading into our final year.
Olivia Vercoe, Year 12
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S T UDEN T SHOWC A SE
House Plays
The 2021 theme for House Plays was
‘Did You Hear…’ and we congratulate
Aquinas on being awarded the House
Plays winners with their theme 'Grandma
and Grandpa's story about...'.
This year, House Plays were able to return
to its customary format, culminating in an
exceptional night of entertainment, creativity
and enthusiasm. Our Year 11 leaders
should be commended for their fantastic
work in coordinating this ritual event in the
College calendar with such passion and
demonstration of their Colour House spirit!

Academic Excellence
The Class of 2020 have carried on Monte’s
impressive legacy as a place of academic
excellence and accomplishment. Through
outstanding results achieved by students
in both the NSW Higher School Certificate
(HSC) and the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme (IB DP), Monte has
established an admirable reputation at
both local and international levels.
In 2020, 123 students received the HSC and
66 candidates successfully completed the
requirements for the IB DP. The College
performed strongly in the HSC ranking of
schools in 2020, placing 53rd, well within
the top 100 schools. However, this measure
does not take into account the academic
success and achievements against world
benchmarks of students in the IB DP who
comprised just over a third of the full cohort.

FROM A COHORT OF 189 STUDENTS

HSC HIGHLIGHTS

8% achieved an ATAR of 99+
52% achieved an ATAR of 90+

-		5 students were named on the HSC
All-Rounder Achievers List for attaining
90% and above in at least 10 units.

HIGHEST ACHIEVERS –
ATAR (HSC) & UAC RANK (IB DP)

-		75 students were named on the HSC
Distinguished Achievers List (Honour Roll),
with 180 individual mentions overall.

99.95
Melanie Brittain
Sophie Cole
99.75
Emma Brown
Sally Oates
99.55
Kathryn Fraser
Tasha Lim
Tessa McDonald
Grace Street

99.45
Alice Knox

ID BP HIGHLIGHTS

99.20
Genevieve Bariol
Lauren Bryant
Emily Matthews
Teagan McDonnell
Antonia Worrall

-		35% of students achieved a score of 40+
points, converting to a UAC rank of 98.05+.

99.05
Kate McGirr

-		2020 was the tenth year that Monte
has achieved a perfect score of 45/45,
converting to a UAC rank of 99.95.

-		The average score was 36 (compared to
an Australian average of 34 and a world
average of 29.80), which represents a
UAC rank of approximately 94.05.
-		The highest grade of 7 was
achieved in 78% of subjects.

Monte's Cross-Cultural Chefs
On Friday 5 February, our Year 12 Hospitality students were privileged to connect
with students from Japan via a live-streamed cooking class with Japanese Chef

Italian Extension Success

greeted by the Japanese class on Zoom, where the class introduced themselves,
and told our students what they would be cooking during the stream.
Through collaboration with the Japanese

that this type of cross-cultural learning

The College is delighted to acknowledge

to Jemima’s success was her passion for

class throughout the session, Monte

was implemented for Hospitality students.

and congratulate Jemima Kingston

the Italian language and culture. Jemima

students created two dishes – a main meal

The experience demonstrated that even

practiced her language skills on a daily

and dessert. The main course was a creamy

though physical international borders

achievements in Italian. Jemima placed

basis and took up every opportunity

rice flour pasta dish with chicken and

first in state for Italian Continuers and

to perfect her speaking skills with her

(Class of 2020) for her exceptional

first in state for Italian Extension.
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Shuji Ozeki and his students from Seki Secondary School. Students were warmly

teacher. Inspired by her studies at Monte,

Impressively, Jemima was one out of

Jemima has commenced a Bachelor of

only six students in the state who placed

Law and International Studies and hopes

first in state for two subjects. The key

to one day study and work in Italy.

edamame, which was absolutely delicious.
The dessert was a blueberry crafty, which
is essentially a fluffy blueberry tart with
a sweet blueberry topping. Both dishes
were so light in texture and highlighted the

are shut, we are still able to meaningfully
connect with our global community. A
sincere thank you to Chef Shuji Ozeki and
his students for connecting with us, and
to Mr Adrian Johnston and Mr Marshall
Leaver for organising this special event.

diverse ways rice flour is used in everyday

Mrs Kerrie Graham

Japanese cuisine. This was the first time

TAS Project Leader
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S T UDEN T SHOWC A SE
Online Festival
of Bands
Congratulations to both our Wind Ensemble
and Concert Band for their results in the
National Online Festival of Bands in April.
Monte were the first ensemble to be
awarded ‘Platinum’ in the festival. Thanks
to Ms Catherine Walmsley, their conductor;
and the Monte IT Department for filming
and editing their pieces so beautifully.
Monte took home two platinum awards,
one silver and one gold. Amazingly, our
Monte students are just one of five bands
in Australia to be awarded platinum
twice – a fantastic achievement!

Primary School Debating Program
Our primary engagement debating programs have been greatly successful with 17% of
next year’s Year 7 cohort taking part. The response was fantastic and in Term 1 we ran a
five-week social debating workshop alongside the competitive teams.

Drop in
and Draw
Drop in and Draw was an initiative
where students could ‘drop-in’ and
make art with like-minded students
in a relaxed environment.

Blue & Blue
Scholars
Congratulations to Zoe Fletcher and Athina
Tsakalos in Year 11, for being awarded the
joint Blue & Blue Scholarship for 2020-2021.

2021 Middle School Leaders
The College congratulates the Year 9 students elected as the 2021 Middle School
Leaders: Isabella Jennings (Aquinas), Mia Yule (Xavier), Jasmine Wong (McAuley), Aimee
Perry (McQuoin), Elizabeth Mulcahy (Rankin) and Samantha Cate Lee (McGuirk).
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The lunchtime sessions were facilitated
every Tuesday by Visual Arts Captain
Monique Lozina, and fellow senior students,
allowing for all who came along to have a
place to connect with others across year
groups. The initiative was highly successful,
and it was very special to see students
connect through the power of art.

The Blue & Blue Scholarship is awarded
to a current Monte student completing
Year 10 and provides financial support for
Years 11 and 12. The Blue & Blue Scholar
best exemplifies the College Motto:
Religio, Scientia, Cultus. They demonstrate
academic achievement, participation in
the co-curricular activities of the College,
and contribution to the liturgical, justice
and service life of the College community.
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S T UDEN T SHOWC A SE

Unique Scientific Investigations
Science Extension is a unique one-unit course offered only to Year 12 HSC students
who are already studying a Science subject. The course is a blend of traditional
learning, philosophical debate, data collection and project management; thus, giving
the students an authentic experience of how science is delivered in the real world.
This year’s cohort are now in the process

A380 and the other on an F-16 fighter jet.

of collecting data for their own student-

Claire Devine’s Science Extension project
has taken her a little further afield.
In collaboration with the Earth and
Environmental Sciences Department of

driven scientific investigations. For instance,
Eloise Parker is looking at the inhibitory
effect of eucalyptus tannins
on bacterial growth. Kaitlin
Williams wants to know how
lactic acid impacts tendons

HSIE Students Setting the Example

and is organising a first-hand
investigation using the tendons
of preserved frog specimens.
and diverse skill set. The competition was

Grace Bruce, following her

introduced by Monte student Anwen O’Farrell,

passion for physics, is exploring the field of

The students focussed on significant

educate primary and secondary students

moments which addressed environmental
issues by presenting on the first Clean Up
Sydney Harbour day in 1989 (which has since
become Clean Up Australia and Clean Up the
World) and the first School Strike 4 Climate in
2018. Interviews were conducted with
Kim McKay AO, CEO of the Australian Museum
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and co-founder of Clean Up Sydney Harbour
and Clean Up Australia; Terrie-Ann Johnson,
current Managing Director of Clean Up
Australia; and Jean Hinchliffe, organiser and
student activist for School Strike 4 Climate.
The team demonstrated their amazing skills
in creativity and received many compliments
regarding their cooperation, good manners

the process. Excitingly, the film will be made
available on the NMA’s website and will

On Thursday 29 April, Claire was invited to
present her research and findings to the
professors at Macquarie University, and spent
the rest of the day working in the university's
laboratory facilities onsite; an incredible
opportunity for any budding science student.
It is clear from the quality
and sophistication of
these projects that
Science Extension has
provided a fantastic
opportunity for Monte
students to experience the
challenging yet rewarding
processes of science.
I am immensely proud of our students
in this course and cannot wait to see
how their investigations unfold.

'It was such a great privilege to learn from Mark
Taylor’s passionate environmental team at
Macquarie. It has opened my eyes to the number
of individuals doing such important and interesting
research into the environment.' – Claire Devine

Four Year 11 History students have entered the national realm of historical analysis by
creating a model entry for the National Museum of Australia’s (NMA) Defining Moments
competition on Australian history. Emma Kevric, Anwen O’Farrell, Grace Starr-Thomas
and Amy Wallbrink were selected to design an entry while also being filmed for a
‘behind-the-scenes’ look at their process of choosing key moments in local history.

who was flown to the NMA in Canberra for

and research assistants at the university in
order to prepare the oyster flesh for analysis
using an x-ray fluorescence spectrometer
to determine heavy metal concentrations.

aerodynamics and how the angle of attack
impacts the life force generated across two
different airfoils, one modelled on an Airbus

Macquarie University, Claire is investigating
the heavy metal presence in oysters from
different locations around Middle Harbour,
including soil and water samples. Claire is
being mentored by experienced professors

Mr Pasang Tenzing
Science Teacher

across the nation. Due to interruptions
brought on by restrictions, the start of the
competition has been delayed until mid2021. Details will be released to the College
community as the launch date approaches.
Ms Lee Jenkins
History Project Leader
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COMMUNI T Y SPIRI T
College
Open Day
On Sunday 7 March, our Mercy spirit was
exemplified as we warmly welcomed many
guests through Monte’s gates for the
annual College Open Day. An exceptional
display of hospitality, warmth and
community was shown by students, staff,
parents and carers. Our guests engaged
in immersive displays and tours of the
College’s campus and facilities, learning
about the breadth of Monte’s extensive
curriculum and co-curricular offerings.

Year 7 Welcome Blessing & Dinner
The Year 7 Welcome Blessing and Dinner was
hosted at Miramare Gardens and was hugely
successful as our Monte community came
together in celebration. We enjoyed inspiring
speeches from College Principal Mrs Nicole

Christensen, College Captain Maddison
Rubic, and Liturgy Captain Elise Zacca,
amongst others. As a College we are proud to
welcome another cohort of Year 7 students
to Monte, as the graduating Class of 2026.

Blue & Blue Lunch
Welcome
Afternoon Tea

The Blue & Blue Lunch was held at the
Ivy Ballroom on Friday 21 May, with
inspirational guest speaker Kylie Harris
(Class of 1993). Kylie is the founder
and Artistic Director of Midnight Feast,
a bold initiative that enables artists

who experience significant physical,
intellectual and emotional challenges
to participate in the performing arts.
Kylie’s passionate speech spoke of the
precious value of human life and the
uniting strength in overcoming adversity.

The College Welcome Afternoon Tea was
well-attended in its altered format this year,
with over 300 guests present. Parents and
staff enjoyed the opportunity to mingle
at one of the first official College and
P&F social gatherings in quite a while!
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COMMUNI T Y SPIRI T
ANZAC Day
Due to the easing of restrictions, we
were once again able to gather as a
Monte community to commemorate
the service of Australians in World
War I, as well as later conflicts and
peace-keeping operations.
In addition to honouring members of the
military, the commemoration service also
acknowledged the work of nurses and
those who supported the war effort on
the home front. Contributions from Mia
Sweeney (Year 11), Isabelle Pitts (Year 11),
Sarah Murphy (Year 11), Zara Sweetman
Steele (Year 10) and Zoe Campbell
(Year 9) resulted in a respectful offering
of gratitude to those who serve our
nation. Further, we were pleased to
welcome special guests Mr Andrew
Jacka and his daughter Naomi Jacka
(Year 11) who shared the courageous
WWI actions of family member Mr
Albert Jacka, who was recognised by C
E W Bean as “the bravest of the brave”
at Gallipoli and on the Western Front.

MERC Y IN AC T ION
International
Women’s Day
Breakfast
At our annual International Women’s Day
Breakfast, guest speaker Yasmin Kassis
(Class of 2000) spoke of the plight of the
people of Beirut. The devastation of Beirut
after the blast in August 2020 has been felt
deeply by Lebanese-Australians and Yasmin
did an incredible job in assisting immediately
after the blast and in the months that
followed. Her grace and dignity was evident
as was her strength and compassion.
Staff, students and parents attended the
breakfast, with money from ticket sales
going to support a religious Lebanese
community of Sisters who work in Beirut.

Lest we forget.

Year 12 Father
Daughter Dinner
Our Year 12 students enjoyed spending
time with the significant men in their lives
at the annual Father Daughter Dinner,
hosted at Doltone House. With 350
guests in attendance, the night featured
entertaining games and a highly spirited
trivia competition, along with a fantastic
speech from guest speaker Mr Max Le
Blond,, followed by a touching reflection
from his Year 12 daughter Claire.
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MERC Y IN AC T ION
A Celebration of Creativity
and Expression

Steps 4 Scholarships

Many of us have reconnected with our
creativity, reigniting passions put aside
in the busyness of life, or embracing the
opportunity to try something new.
A new display in the foyer of Masalou
celebrates the place of creativity in the
lives of the Sisters of Mercy. A rich tradition
of the Sisters’ artistic expression is
evidenced in the diverse works that reflect
creative and spiritual connection to the
personally significant places where they
have lived, worked, relaxed and prayed.
Many of the artworks by the Sisters pay
homage to their natural environs as one
of a fundamental source of awe, beauty
and inner peace. This is animated in the
words of Mother Ignatius (Elizabeth)

McQuoin RSM to Sr Mary Ligouri RSM,
when in 1870 she counselled her, ‘To
view all things as coming from God’.
The artworks that have been shared with
us for this display are by Sr Lyndall Hagan
RSM, Sr Gabriel (Norma) McArdle RSM,
Sr Pat Horton RSM, Sr Teresa Lyne RSM,
Sr Cecily Geary RSM, Sr Jacinta Dolan
RSM and Sr Joseph Wightley RSM.
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dedicated staff, Mr Adrian Johnston, Mrs Tara

Timor-Leste could watch and take part in

staff signed up to take part in the Steps

Egger and Mrs Rosemary Trenaman walked

the excitement. At Monte, teachers brought

4 Scholarships 12-hour walkathon.

for 12 hours straight. The vital funds raised

classes out to walk and learn, many staff

Those involved walked around the Holy
Grass on the Circular Drive for a period of
time between between 6:00am to 6:00pm
to raise awareness and funds for female

The Masalou display reminds us that
regardless of vocation, valuing creativity
in our lives nurtures vital connections
with our world and each other.

support our Mercy Scholarship program,
affording Colegio girls the opportunity to
attend university and become the next
generation of professionals in Timor-Leste.

joined in throughout the day and one
department even conducted a walking
team meeting. Students joined in during
recess, lunch, study periods and before and
after school. Overall, it was an incredibly

graduates of Colegio Infante de Sagres

The event was live-streamed via Zoom and

successful event raising over $7500. The

Maliana, Timor-Leste. Amazingly, three

shared with Colegio, so that the girls in

College congratulates all involved.

Ms Kate Watson
Head of Visual Arts

Find The Common Day
On Friday 19 February, the College had
its annual Find the Common Day. The
objective for the day was to encourage
staff and students to connect through
conversation to discover that everyone

On Friday 12 March, 35 students and

has something in common. Students and
staff wore wristbands with questions
relating to our Mercy value of Service,
which sparked fantastic conversations
around what service means to each of

us, and allowing all to develop a shared
understanding of this Mercy value. The
conversations were a heart-warming display
of the values and connections shared
throughout our Monte community.

Pancakes for
Project Timor
Year 7 began their Lenten commitment
on Tuesday 16 February when the
College celebrated Shrove Tuesday. With
the help of senior Mercy Action Group
students, Year 7 sold delicious pikelets
with maple syrup at lunchtime, raising an
impressive $580 towards Project Timor
and the Mercy Scholarship Program.
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MERC Y IN AC T ION
2020 Young Environmental
Citizen Of The Year
Congratulations to the Monte Green Team who were awarded the Australia Day Young
Environmental Citizen of the Year Award from North Sydney Council on Saturday 2
January 2021. They were nominated by North Sydney Council for their commitment to
improving environmental practices at the College, and in particular, for reducing landfill
waste at the College by introducing a new recycling and waste collection program.
Harriette Knox and Eleanor Cameron (Year

In 2020, they also introduced solar

10) accepted the award on behalf of the

panels to increase the College's usage

Green Team and the College at the North

of renewable energy and established

Sydney Community Awards ceremony.

hives for stingless native bees which are

The Green Team are committed to promoting

essential in preserving native ecology.

sustainability, raising awareness and

Well done to Mr Pasang Tenzing and all the

planning initiatives for our environment.

dedicated students in the Green Team.

Bindarray.ga: Honouring Water, the Energy of Life
Bindarray.Ga is a sacred space gifted to us
from Cammeraygal Country, honouring
the guidance of the Gumbaynggirr and
Yuin Elders Aunty Elaine Walker and
Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison.
Embracing Country in the middle of
the busy urban landscape has enabled
us to access a holistic curriculum of
Western and Indigenous education for
students and staff. Students involved
in the Year 11 Retreat, IB DP Theory
of Knowledge course, Year 11 Visual Arts
classes, pastoral wellness sessions and the
Biamunga Mob have been privileged to learn
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with Bindarray.Ga. Through this engagement
our conversations and reflections have
become richer and deeper as we grow our
connection to the entities of lands, skies,
waterways, plants, animals and weather.

lomandra. The plant entity is the Dhiirral
(teacher) as she reveals to us how to identify
the different stages of growth, when it is
the right time to cut the grass and how to
store it. Our next step in this Indigenous
knowledge process will be Maramali
(to make with hands) to tell our story
through the weaving of lomandra.

‘We respect, We connect,
Together we are one.’
This year we are focussing on learning
with Indigenous knowledge processes
through caring for Country by harvesting

Bindarray.Ga reminds us that by
learning with this sacred space, ‘We
respect, We connect, Together we are one’.

Walgan Priscilla Reid-Loynes
and Ms Natalie Hendricks

Mayor of North Sydney, Councilor Jilly Gibson, with representatives of the Green Team
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SPOR T S REPOR T
2021 has seen a triumphant return to the Monte Sports Program after a disruptive
year for sport in 2020. So far, this year has seen a great uptake and return to
to playing sport as well as some inspiring results. Congratulations Monte!

AFL
AFL continues to grow, almost doubling
in size with seven teams playing in
the Term 1 Independent Schools
competition. Unfortunately there were
no finalists but lots of smiling players!

TENNIS
Two Tennis champions will depart the
College this year, but not before they
demonstrated their tennis prowess.
Sophie Sidgreaves (Year 12) and Grace
Bruce (Year 12) have been the backbone of Monte Tennis. They have led
the Monte team into the Tildesley
Tennis Championships for a number of
years, won the CGSSSA Championships
on a number of occasions and backed
that up with selection into the NSW
CCC Tennis team regularly. Farewell
to two outstanding Tennis players!

COLLEGE SWIMMING CARNIVAL

Champion House – McAuley
Cheering Champions – Aquinas
Junior Relay Champions - McAuley
Intermediate Relay Champions – McQuoin
Senior Relay Champions – McQuoin
200m Individual Medley Champion –
Grace Henry (Xavier)
100m Freestyle Champion –
Grace Henry (Xavier)
12 Years Age Champion –
Annalise Khan (Xavier)
13 Years Age Champion –
Charlotte Harkin (McGuirk)
14 Years Age Champion –
Phoebe Lechner (McAuley)
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Wet weather robbed Monte of the chance to retain the CGSSSA Championships, but
they showed their strength with eight senior and three junior players being selected
into the CGSSSA teams. The Senior Open team were runners-up at the NSW CCC
Championships and had four players selected into the NSW CCC Open team. Additionally,
the Monte 1 Team took out the coveted Harbour Cup against Kambala School.

SOFTBALL
The Monte Softball team continue to raise the Monte flag. This season the team
made the Grand Final at Manly Warringah Softball Association (MWSA) and played
strongly at the CGSSSA Championship, narrowly missing the semi-finals.

SWIMMING
Hosted at a new venue, Lane Cove Pool,
Monday 1 February saw the 2021 Monte
Swimming Carnival successfully take place
just as restrictions were eased. McAuley
continued their domination of the Carnival
winning the House Championships.

TOUCH FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL
Volleyball became a two-term sport
for the first time, competing over
Term 4 2020 and Term 1 2021. With
20 teams in Term 4 and 16 playing
in Term 1, it is a growing sport.

15 Years Age Champion –
Grace Henry (Xavier)
16 Years Age Champion –
Ella Bourke (McQuoin)

SAILING

17 + Years Age Champion –
Sophie Walsh (McQuoin)
2 Record Breakers –
Tegan Kim and Gracie Henry

REPRESENTATIVE SWIMMING
The Monte Representative Swim team were
challenged all the way, but at the Catholic
Girls Secondary Schools Sports Association
(CGSSSA) Championships, won Division 1
and Overall Champion School for the tenth
consecutive year. The team also competed
in the Independent Girls’ Schools Sports
Association (IGSSA) Championships.

CRICKET
Monte Representative Cricket team
displayed dominance over all teams at
the CGSSSA Cricket Championships.
The team amassed huge scores
with strong batting displays and
dismissed their opponents regularly
for low scores. Two of the Monte
stars, Samira Dimeglio (Year 10) and
Olivia Callaghan (Year 8), also gained
selection in the NSW CCC (Combined
Catholic Colleges) Open team.

The Monte Sailing Program
is a collaborative program
with Middle Harbour Yacht
Club (MHYC). Highlights of
the season were the SheSails
Regatta at Middle Harbour and
the NSW Secondary Schools
Teams Racing Championships
(State) held at the stunning
Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron
(RSYS). The Team won two
of their races at State. Next
season the program will
expand to include a learn to
sail program in Term 4 2021.

WATER POLO
Monte remain a major player in Schoolgirl
Water Polo with eight teams playing in the
IGSSA Term 4 Competition and 11 in the ESSG
Term 1 Competition. It is great to see three
new Year 7 teams added to the Monte flock.
In the annual McAuley Ward Cup played
against Loreto Kirribilli, Monte lost narrowly
10-11 in the last seconds of a thrilling match.
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F ROM T HE A RCHI V E S

The Monte Chapel: A Love
Affair for Monte Brides
The Monte Chapel was blessed and opened
on 3 January 1915 by the Archbishop of
Sydney, Most Reverend Dr Kelly. From these
revered foundations, the space has blossomed
into the spiritual heart of the College.
The intrinsic connection to the Monte Chapel
runs deep within the College community,
with many staff and Alumni celebrating their
marriage inside this sacred space. From
the inaugural wedding on 15 April 1983, to
the commencement of the Monte Gazette
in 1989, countless celebrations have been
admired and shared within our community.

The Monte Chapel is open
to members of the Monte
community for their Weddings
and Baptism ceremonies.
For all enquiries, please contact
Ms Pat Clarke on 9409 6200
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PA REN T S & F RIENDS
From the President
The Parents & Friends (P&F) Association is proud of the work we do in supporting the
College and providing opportunities for parents and carers to meet and become involved.
Our work and participation is driven by the College's Mercy values, evident in the social
activities, the fees raffle, our annual donation to the College bursary, and in our
thoughtful and considered advice to College Principal Mrs Nicole Christensen, and the
College Executive.

assist girls with any wellbeing concerns.
As the P&F President, I was honoured to
be able to support the Sexual Consent
Education Information Evening held on
Wednesday 24 March, facilitated by Mary
Bryant, who answered questions, concerns,

As you may recall, a number of the P&F

focus is the social element of College life,

and engaged with parents to provide

Association social events and gatherings

and we are committed to raising funds for

information on how to navigate sexual

were postponed due to restrictions in 2020.

the bursary and having a small surplus

consent education. I believe this was a hugely

This year, I am delighted that we have been

to be able to pay deposits for venues and

informative evening, and I look forward to

able to deliver many of our events and

support projects in Timor-Leste and the

further parental education opportunities

social activities including assisting with

Mercy Kitchen. We are able to do this

to facilitate the ongoing educative process

the BBQ, café and P&F stall at Open Day,

because of the generosity of volunteers

of sexual consent. Please remember if you

co-hosting the parents and staff Welcome

and the financial contribution of parents.

have any concerns about your daughter’s

Afternoon Tea in February, the Year 12
Mother Daughter Lunch in May, as well

Like many parents I was unnerved and

wellbeing to contact the College.

alarmed by the volume of reports of sexual

I would like to take this opportunity to thank

assaults from young women across Sydney

the P&F Executive for their unwavering

and the country. The College educates

commitment to the College community

our girls on all aspects of consent through

and their continued work in support of the

the curriculum and pastoral work. These

College’s mission and legacy of the Sisters of

programs are delivered in all stages (Years

Mercy North Sydney. As we enter the second

The P&F Executive Committee and all

7 to 12) and include but are not limited to

half of 2021, we are focussed on the future

members of the general committee are

alcohol and drug use, safety online, and

financial stability of the P&F Association

thrilled that our parent community are

healthy and unhealthy relationships. The

and will continue to offer a range of social

embracing and attending so many events.

College also engages with knowledgeable

and informative events for parents. If you

Our aim is to develop a strong link between

and professional presenters who provide

have any suggestions or ideas you would

the College and families by providing a forum

practical advice about keeping safe and

like to share, please do get in touch at

at P&F meetings and enabling parents to

getting out of difficult and dangerous

pandfpresident@parent.monte.nsw.edu.au.

get to know their daughter’s friends and

situations. Further to this, the College has

parents. The P&F Association’s primary

experienced Counsellors to support and

as pizza nights, class drinks, geographical
dinners and coffee connect catchups. In fact,
the P&F Association schedule this year has
over 30 events on it, the most that have ever
been on offer to the College community.

29

Ms Samantha Parker
President Parents & Friends Association
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MON T E A LUMNI
Message from the President
I am pleased to announce that nominations for the Catherine McAuley
Alumna Mercy Award are now open for 2021. This award, now in its third year,
recognises exceptional Alumni who have, and continue to contribute greatly
to their community through excellence in their chosen field, and who display
outstanding Mercy values in their personal and professional endeavours.
I encourage you all to take this opportunity

This year, the Alumni Committee are

to nominate a worthy recipient for the

excited to launch our Alumni Christmas

award. The recipient will be announced at

Card Competition. While I understand that

the 2021 College Mercy Day celebrations in

Christmas is probably a far too distant

September. Please visit http://msamc.link/

thought, it will be here before we know it

CatherineMcAuleyAlumnaMercyAward2021

and the frantic pace of the festive season

for further information and to place your

will have commenced. We are inviting

nomination. Please be advised nominees

your children, grandchildren, nieces

from previous years can be re-nominated.

and nephews to enter our 2021 Alumni

I encourage you to visit our Monte Alumni
website (alumni.monte.nsw.edu.au) which
provides opportunities to stay connected
and keep informed on upcoming reunions,

CATHERINE MCAULEY

Christmas Card Competition. It is a great

to celebrate and reconnect with the

way for our children to get creative and

College and their peers. Although we were

have some fun along the way. Please

unable to host the event last year due to

see page 35 for further information.

government restrictions, we are hopeful

ALUMNA MERCY AWARD

that the event will proceed this year.

events and College activities. Please use

The College once again is planning to host

the website to update your contact details

our annual Masalou Lunch on Tuesday

to ensure you receive invitations and

12 October, inviting Alumni celebrating

future correspondence. It is a platform

50 years or more since graduating from

to assist in searching for, contacting and

Monte. Our Alumni community have

Ms Annette Benaud (Class of 1974)

reconnecting with Monte Alumni.

always cherished this special opportunity

President Monte Alumni Association

I wish you every happiness for the remainder
of 2021 as we come together to celebrate
our year of Mercy through Service.

The Monte Alumni Association is

ELIGIBILITY:

delighted to announce nominations for

•	Nominees must have attended Monte
Sant’ Angelo Mercy College.

the Catherine McAuley Alumna Mercy
Award are now open for 2021. This
award recognises the achievements and
contributions of an inspirational Alumna

Sports Report

who has demonstrated outstanding
moral character, achieved exceptionally
in their personal and/or professional field

MONTE ALUMNI HOCKEY

of endeavour, and/or made a significant

We are looking at registering a Monte Alumni Hockey team in the North
West Hockey Association (playing on the North Shore). Games are played
on a Sunday, with the competition commencing in July. If you are interested,
please contact Emily Carson (Class of 2019) at emilyclairecarson@gmail.com

contribution to their community, inspired
by our Mercy values.
The selected recipient will be recognised
on Friday 10 September 2021, at the

All skill levels are welcome. We welcome not only Monte Alumni, but friends and
family of Alumni as well.

College’s Mercy Day celebrations.

•	Nominees from previous years
can be re-nominated.
• Deceased Alumni can be nominated.

SELECTION CRITERIA:
• Lives out the Mercy values.
•	Admirable personal conduct and character.
•	Service and dedication of personal talents
and resources for the benefit of others.
•	Achievement of professional and/or personal
excellence in one or more of the following
areas (including but not limited to):
not-for-profit, education, arts, human
services, social justice or sporting pursuits.

MONTE ALUMNI NETBALL
The 2021 Netball season is finally upon us and the Monte Alumni Netball Club
is gearing up for another big season in the Northern Suburbs Netball Winter
Competition that started strong in April 2021. This year, the club has registered a
record breaking 11 teams made up of over 110 players which is fantastic to see! Of
these 11 teams, we have three teams playing in the A-grade competition, which has
ssen us contesting with some of the best Netball teams on the lower North Shore.
There are still spots available for anyone who wishes to play in a team, so please
contact us via our email if you are interested: exmontenetball@gmail.com
We welcome not only Monte Alumni, but friends and family of Alumni as well.
Follow us on Facebook/exstudentsnetballclub for regular updates on our season.
Ms Sarah Antico (Class of 2012)
President Alumni Netball Club
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There will be many remarkable Alumna who will not necessarily be
aware of their exceptional contribution to their field of endeavour and/
or community. We encourage you to embrace this opportunity to nominate
a worthy graduate so we may recognise these extraordinary women.
2020 Monte Alumni Netball Team - Monte 5
Back Row:
Grace Bendeich (Class of 2014), Katie O’Sullivan,
Kate Meagher, Maddy McDonald, Isabelle Atkinson
Front Row:
Christine Meagher, Lily Bendeich, Hayley Jepson,
Evie Sharman
(Remaining Alumni all Class of 2016)

2021 NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN:
http://msamc.link/CatherineMcAuleyAlumnaMercyAward2021
APPLICATIONS CLOSE FRIDAY 30 JULY 2021
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MON T E A LUMNI

Where Are They Now?

outbreak several years ago and the COVID-19

Beginning with In the Heights at the Hayes
Theatre, I worked as the Assistant Stage

at the Sydney Opera House in 2019.

pandemic. In 2013, I was fortunate to be
awarded the Forbes 30 Under 30 Award

Manager, and it was here that I found my

cannot believe it has been 20 years since

is the world’s largest biomedical research

graduating from Monte! It has been a busy

institute, and it is an incredible place to

two decades. After graduating from Monte,

work. I joined the microbiology faculty in

I completed a Bachelor of Medical Science

2013 where I co-directed several sections

of Sydney (USYD). Within my first year
at university, I became fascinated with
microbiology and infectious diseases.
I was fortunate to conduct my Honours year
at Westmead Hospital where I developed the
first panfungal PCR test in Australia – basically
a simple and rapid way to help diagnose
invasive fungal infections in humans and
animals. This was, and still remains today,

ANNA LAU

a highly sought-after test in Australia for

(Class of 2001)

My Honours year had a profound effect

critically ill patients at high risk of infection.
on me, and I chose to pursue a career in
medical research. I continued to focus on
the development of rapid fungal diagnostics,
completing a PhD in Medicine at Westmead
Hospital and graduating from USYD in

of the laboratory and was involved in
outbreak responses, including the Ebola

the continuation of my studies. Working

microbiological testing of cellular therapy

May 2020, I landed my dream job as the

products, and other research therapeutics
that are under clinical trials at the NIH. It is
a rapid and challenging field, and I love it. I
have been really lucky to have excellent and
generous mentors over the years. So, what
was originally meant to be two years in the

something “hot” going on downtown.

Since my family lived in Papua New Guinea

expedition to Torone in Northern Greece. In

(PNG), I was a boarder at Monte for most

1985 to 1986, I took up a Fellowship from the

of my seven years there, starting in 6th

Australian Archaeological Institute at Athens

Class. The boarders came from far and

(AAIA) to research ancient glass for my Master

wide – rural NSW, Philippines, Indonesia,

of Philosophy. I also participated in the Torone

Fiji, PNG and more. We grew up together

dig, supervised the AAIA hostel renovations,

at the University of Sydney (USYD) in ancient
history, archaeology, Latin and ancient Greek,
majoring in archaeology; and later joined
the staff at the Museum of Applied Arts and
Sciences (now the Powerhouse Museum) to
curate the glass and antiquities collections.
During the northern summers of 1979 and

(Class of 2017)

for Disney and securing such a role at my
age is something I am extremely proud of.

Assistant Stage Manager on Frozen for
Disney Theatricals. My day-to-day role
involves formulating schedules, creating
logs and working closely with the cast and
crew to ensure all aspects of the show run
smoothly. In addition, my role involves

I got married, my husband and I find lots

out of Washington DC, so there is always

I completed a Bachelor of Arts with Honours

ANNA SINCLAIR

Communication full-time and I have enjoyed

US has now turned into 10 years. Last year

to begin my two-year fellowship at the

humour, kindness and enduring friendship.

Whilst working full-time for Disney, I am

levels within the industry in Sydney, in

States, and I moved to Bethesda in 2011

grateful for my fellow boarders' wonderful

in 2018, as well as working on In the Heights

laboratory where my team focusses on the

pug Weezie. Bethesda is only 20 minutes

for just about everything! I will always be

Games Opening and Closing Ceremonies

After working many shows at various

for clinical microbiology in the United

home, early morning Mass... and bells

working as a stage manager on the Invictus

Since 2018, I have headed my own

walks, binge Netflix, and cuddle with our

courtyard, letters and food parcels from

Some other highlights of my career include

also studying a Bachelors in Marketing and

highly competitive fellowship program

weekend films in the hall, games in the

more, is only executed when I give the okay.

love for the industry and the people in it.

of time to cook up new recipes, go on long

– midnight feasts, study sessions and

lighting, automation, sound, fly cue and

in the Science and Healthcare sector.

2011. Earlier, I had been accepted into a

and shared many memorable moments

(Class of 1974)

‘calling the show’ which means that every

National Institutes of Health (NIH). The NIH

with First Class Honours at the University

ANNETTE KEENAN

After graduating in 2017, I deferred my
place in a law degree and decided to take
a gap year to explore different career
paths before committing to further study.
Since then, I have pursued a career in
the performing arts, working behind the
scenes on many musicals in Sydney.

I was part of the Class of 2001 and I

STAY CONNECTED
VISIT OUR SITE:
alumni.monte.nsw.edu.au

and led an archaeological tour around Greece.

The Monte Alumni online
community is a secure site that
will enable you to:

In 1988, my interest in international affairs

• 	UPDATE your contact details

led me to the Commonwealth public service

• 	SEARCH for and contact
Alumni registered within our
online community

in Canberra where I had a range of policy,
operational, analytic and managerial roles
across various departments and agencies.

• 	VIEW upcoming reunions
and events

This included postings and/or work in Europe,
South East Asia, the Middle East, Subcontinent
and Pacific, and around Australia.
I retired in early 2017 and am now enjoying
quieter pastimes, including caring for my
four rescue pets, gardening, visiting family
and friends in Sydney, reading, learning the
flute and tenor recorder, and pondering
on where life might now take me.

“Our future grows out of the past.
We are shaped by it and we can
never be separated from it.”
Sister Maureen McGuirk RSM AM

• 	STAY CONNECTED,
INFORMED and ENGAGED
with the College and our
Alumni community
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
facebook.com/MonteAlumni

1980 to 1986, I joined the USYD archaeological
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MON T E A LUMNI
Reunions
SUNSHINE COAST REUNION

The Monte Alumni Committee are excited
to invite your children, grandchildren,
nieces and nephews to enter our 2021
Alumni Christmas Card Competition.

Alumni living on the Sunshine Coast in
Queensland enjoyed their annual gathering
in December 2020. The ladies celebrated
together with a lovely lunch at the Black
Ant Cafe in the hinterland village of Kin Kin.
The lunch was filled with much laughter,
stories and time reminiscing about
wonderful days spent at Monte. During
the lunch it was also discovered that two
of the ladies were actually related (what
a wonderful small world we live in).

For reunions and events scheduled later

This growing annual event is held on the
first Saturday in December each year.
This year’s Sunshine Coast Reunion will
be held on Saturday 4 December.

Contact: melissaashcroft@icloud.com

The theme is Fun at Christmas, and children are

Heather Reid (Class of 2007) was also in
attendance to celebrate their special day.

Date: Saturday 4 September
Venue: Union Hotel, North Sydney

CLASS OF 1990
30 YEAR REUNION

Contact: nicolepodonnell@gmail.com

featured on an electronic Alumni Christmas card, which

Applications close: Tuesday 2 November 2021

(Rescheduled from 2020)

com/monte-class-of-1990-reunion

The winner of the competition will have their design

side of the mailing cover sheet.

CLASS OF 2000
20 YEAR REUNION

Emma Bottrill (Class of 2007) and
Kathryn Brodie (Class of 2007)
were Georgia's bridesmaids.

Booking: https://events.humanitix.

a beautiful Christmas masterpiece.

This can also be found on the reverse

and keep you informed of any changes.

married Joshua Newham on Saturday
17 October 2020 in the Monte Chapel.

Venue: Tree House Hotel, North Sydney

Let your little artists have some fun and create

http://msamc.link/AlumniChristmasCard2021

monitor the NSW Government restrictions

GEORGIA ARCHER
(Class of 2007)

Date: Saturday 11 September

that represents what this means to them.

To access the template and entry form please visit:

in the year, we will continue to closely

Weddings

(Rescheduled from 2020)

encouraged to create a colourful painting or drawing

will be sent to our Alumni community later in the year.

2021 Dates for
Your Diary

Upcoming
Reunions
We would love to hear from Alumni of the
following year groups who are interested
in organising their reunion this year.
Please contact alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

CLASS OF 2015
5 YEAR REUNION

(Rescheduled from 2020)
Date: Saturday 25 September
Contact: mjfevents1@gmail.com

Vale
Susan Brown

CLASS OF 1971
50 YEAR REUNION

Margaret Egan

Date: Saturday 9 October

(nee Andrew, Class of 1948)

Venue: Amici Ristorante, Cammeray

Cecily Hodges

Contact: thorpey@bigpond.com

(Class of 1970)

(nee Murphy, Class of 1942)

10 year reunion:

Class of 2011

MASALOU LUNCH

Tennille Irving-Petrou

20 year reunion:

Class of 2001

Date: Tuesday 12 October

(nee Bryson, Class of 1994)

Contact: alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

Robin Kane

30 year reunion:

Class of 1991

60 year reunion:

Class of 1961

CLASS OF 1980
40 YEAR REUNION

(Rescheduled from 2020)
Date: Saturday 30 October - Tentative

RECEIVING THE GAZETTE

Venue: The Greens, North Sydney

(nee Duffy, Class of 1953)

Gwen Landsberry
(nee O’Brien, Class of 1946)

Mary Powe
(nee Larkin, Class of 1950)

Contact: annmary14@bigpond.com

Raffaela Taranto

electronically rather than a posted

SUNSHINE COAST REUNION

(nee DeSisto, Class of 1955)

hardcopy, please let us know:

Date: Saturday 4 December

http://msamc.link/GazetteDigital

Contact: lesamaywilson@gmail.com

Going forward, if you would prefer
to receive the Monte Gazette

Rosemary Tysoe-Taylor
(nee Tysoe, Class of 1958)

For Alumni living on the Sunshine Coast
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MON T E F OUNDAT ION
Monte Bursary 2021
The Monte Bursary program has young

Today, we join annually at our Blue & Blue

women’s circumstances at its centre.

Lunch and Bursary Rugby Lunch

With forethought to the importance of
education for all women, the Blue & Blue
Committee was initiated in 1986 to ensure
that no student be left behind.
An inaugural fundraising Blue & Blue Ball

to fundraise for the Monte Bursary
program. These events are both
fun and successful at uniting our
community. Our Bursary Blue Ribbon
Appeal opened in May and we hope
that you will contribute.

was promptly held at the Hilton
Hotel and many lunches at various
locations in the city followed. Through
knowledge of and dedication to
the Mercy traditions, the College
understood the power of education
and its fundamental importance in

‘I still cannot believe the gift we
have been given, the level of our
gratitude is truly immeasurable.’
2020 BURSARY RECIPIENT PARENT

empowering young women.

Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal
THE MONTE BURSARY IS A PRIORITY OF THE FOUNDATION. IT IS OUR
DUTY TO PROTECT AND NURTURE THE WELLBEING OF EVERY STUDENT.

do its part in protecting and empowering
young women, providing a safeguard
against adversity now and into the future.
The Blue & Blue Lunch was unfortunately
cancelled in 2020, and so too was the Bursary
Rugby Lunch. However, students were able to

The success of the Monte Bursary program

to be challenged by the harmful impacts

reflects our community’s commitment

of the pandemic. Through our Mercy

to the College. Our strength lies in our

values of Human Dignity, Mercy, Service,

compassion and our Mercy values.

Justice and Option for the Poor, we set our

the difficult times the community was facing

hearts on human solidarity and care.

and the reality that now, more than ever, it is

2020 was a difficult year and substantial
families. This year we are moving
closer to pre-pandemic life in
Australia, and we are ever so grateful.
Despite the significant challenges,
our generous community raised
$124,803 for the Monte Bursary
Fund in 2020, donated by 253
members of our community. This is a

‘Be generous in service
and great indeed will be
the joy of your heart.’
ELIZABETH MCQUOIN RSM

remarkable achievement and reflects
the charitable generosity of our broader

This year, the Monte community is focussed

community, including current and past

on the key Mercy value of Service. Through

parents, Alumni, staff and friends of Monte.

identifying hardships, we respond with

We move to a brighter and more promising
situation in 2021 as Australia emerges
from its most challenging time of the
global pandemic to a sense of hope and
stability. We pray for those countries,
communities and families who continue
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care and we seek to enhance community

Ribbon Appeal when they purchased pins
on Blue Ribbon Day. Our girls reflected on

showed unity and were optimistic,
coming together to raise a record
$2,100 for the Monte Bursary Fund.
This year we are fortunate to be
able to join together again for our
fundraising events which support our
Bursary Blue Ribbon Appeal. It is an
exciting time as the Blue & Blue Lunch
and the Bursary Rugby Lunch allow
us to strengthen and revitalise important
connections between current and past
members of the College, whilst supporting
Monte bursaries. Your participation at

wellbeing. Since its inception, the Monte

these events has a meaningful impact on

Bursary program has provided 154 young

the lives of young Monte women, ensuring

women life-changing opportunities. We

the continuation of their Mercy education.

continue to build our corpus for bursaries,
enabling the College to serve others and

If you would like further information

from the active support of our past parents

or wish to make a tax-deductible

and Alumni, alongside present-day families,

donation to the 2021 Bursary Blue

students, staff and friends of Monte. The fund

Ribbon Appeal, please visit www.

has also been advanced through donations

monte.nsw.edu.au, or contact the

from our Monte Parents & Friends Association.

Foundation Office on (02) 9409 6242.

MONTE BURSARIES 2022

continue to support our annual Bursary Blue

a time to care of each other. Students

stress was experienced by many

The Monte Bursary Fund has benefitted

Ms Sara Jones
Head of Foundation

AT
AT MONTE
MONTE WE
WE BELIEVE
BELIEVE IN
IN PREPARING
PREPARING
YOUNG
WOMEN
FOR
A
LIFE
YOUNG WOMEN FOR A LIFE OF
OF
SIGNIFICANCE
SIGNIFICANCE AND
AND PURPOSE.
PURPOSE.
2022 Bursaries are available from 1 July for young
2022 Bursaries are available from 1 July for young
women to receive a Mercy education at Monte Sant’
women to receive a Mercy education at Monte Sant’
Angelo Mercy College, North Sydney. All bursaries
Angelo Mercy College, North Sydney. All bursaries
are based on financial needs.
are based on financial needs.

APPLICATIONS
APPLICATIONS OPEN
OPEN 1
1 JULY
JULY 2021
2021
ELIGIBLE TO APPLY
ELIGIBLE TO APPLY
• Students in Years 7-11 currently attending the College
• Students in Years 7-11 currently attending the College
• Students not currently attending the College in
• Students not currently attending the College in
Years 6-10
Years 6-10
Full details and the 2022 Application Form will be
Full details and the 2022 Application Form will be
available on the website:
available on the website:
monte.nsw.edu.au/admissions/bursaries
monte.nsw.edu.au/admissions/bursaries
All enquiries to registrar@monte.nsw.edu.au
All enquiries to registrar@monte.nsw.edu.au

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
APPLICATIONS CLOSE
10 September 2021
10 September 2021
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Monte Sant’ Angelo
Mercy College

128 Miller Street, North Sydney NSW 2060
Phone: 9409 6200 | www.monte.nsw.edu.au

