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Family Values 
I remember the days I laid under the bamboo trees, 

that swayed in the breeze, and sheltered me from the sun. 

The irrigation canal, seemingly big when I was young, 

provided joy and cool relief from the hot

weather, as the water flowed into surrounding fish ponds.

Silence disturbed by ducks and geese, the soft splashes 

of the fish swimming, days spent on the farm.

Pleasant laughter as my sister and I played inside our small 

nipa hut in our grandparents’ front yard.

I barely remember the days when I was young, even 

though these happened not long ago. Fans were used to keep me 

cool as I stayed inside, out of the sun. Pools and

oceans to dive in and play, to keep out of the hotness of the day.

Noisy streets, filled with people, and large buildings towered 

over me, devices here, and there, almost everywhere. 

No siblings to laugh with, although not sad, found

joy with parents, or on my own.

Two girls, separated by time and place, 

not so different from the other. 

Both love family, and value happiness, 

along with honesty, and laughter. 

Veronique Hewlett 
Year 7
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Principal's 
         MessageDear Monte 
Community
It is with great joy that I present to you the 2021 Summer Gazette as testimony to the 
many people, events and activities that is Monte Sant’ Angelo Mercy College. We are 
a community of Mercy women and men, united by a commitment to the education 
and empowerment of our students, guided by our Catholic faith and shaped by the 
values of Mercy, Service, Justice, Option for the Poor and Respect for Human Dignity.

As we conclude 2021, we have much to be 
proud of and to celebrate. Of course, we 
cannot farewell 2021 without acknowledging 
the challenges and opportunities that 
COVID-19 has afforded us. During the 
past 12 months, I have often reflected on 
what future principals, staff, 
students and parents will think 
of our response to the global 
pandemic. I believe they will 
see a community, that despite 
prolonged lockdown and 
online learning, was united, 
determined and gracious for 
God’s many mercies. In the 
College’s 146-year history, there 
are moments so significant, 
poignant, life-changing and 
profound, very few people are 
left unmoved by them. The 
sense of pervading uncertainty 
due to a global pandemic has 
been likened to the experience 
of war. I recently read an extract 
from the College Archives of 
a student’s reflection of life 
in the early 1940s at Monte. 
It is humbling and reassuring 
to share some of this young 
woman’s thoughts with you:

“For the students who spent the 
war years at Monte, life continued its same 
routine until the bombing of Pearl Harbour in 
1941. At this time several Sydney schools moved 
their students to safer areas in the country, 
but Monte remained in Sydney as it had many 
day girls who needed a school. There were a 
few bad moments when the decision to stay 

must have been questioned, particularly when 
the news of the Japanese submarines in the 
harbour reached the College. Lessons were 
often disrupted by air raid drills and the girls 
were soon able to evacuate the whole school 
in three minutes! Walls were protected by 

sandbags and the windows were taped to stop 
shattering. The blackouts at night meant that 
homework was often not finished, there was a 
shortage of paper and books were difficult to 
obtain. Rationing of food, petrol, clothes was 
a big restraint – even the traditional tunic was 
reduced to a plain straight up and down one.”

We have learnt that, like students in 1941, 
we are also brave, bold and adaptable to 
the new norms that come with living and 
learning in a global pandemic. As College 
Principal, I feel blessed to be able to lead our 
College community, I am also deeply aware 
of the gravity of responsibility that comes 
with it. Of all the experiences this year, one of 
the most rewarding was ensuring the Class 
of 2021 had every possible opportunity to 
continue with their learning and preparation 
for the IB DP and the HSC examinations.

The Class of 2021 has 
demonstrated their resilience, 
grace, determination and agility 
as they faced unusual and unique 
circumstances whilst in their final 
year of schooling. They leave 
Monte with our prayers, hopes 
and best wishes for fulfilling, 
meaningful, rich and diverse lives.

As a College community we have 
gathered, in the second half of 
this year, to celebrate Mercy 
Day, walk MercyMiles4Minds to 
keep active, participate in Project 
Reconnect where students 
swam, played games and made 
gingerbread houses kindly 
funded by the P&F Association. 
Significantly, we farewelled 
Year 12 at their Graduation 
Formal, Awards Ceremony, 
Mass and final procession from 
the College and celebrated 
student achievements at the 

Middle and Senior Years Award Ceremony. 
Importantly, we concluded the year as we 
started, with a College mass where we gave 
thanks for our many blessings, for each 
other and for our Monte community.

Mrs Nicole Christensen 
College Principal

"During the past 12 months, I have 

often reflected on what future principals, 

staff, students and parents will think of 

our response to the global pandemic.  

I believe they will see a community, that 

despite prolonged lockdown and online 

learning, was united, determined and 

gracious for God’s many mercies."
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The Power of Perseverance 
in a Pandemic 

16 June 
First locally 
transmitted 
case of Delta 
variant.

18 June 
Term 2 
concludes.

26 June 
NSW 
Government 
announces 
Greater Sydney 
stay-at-
home orders 
–  initially for 
a two-week 
period, would 
be extended 
numerous 
times. 

7 July 
Term 3 online 
learning 
announced 
to commence 
– stay-at-
home orders 
extended.

12 July 
Term 3 
commences 
– Learning 
Continuity Plan 
is activated for 
online teaching 
and learning. 
College open 
for students 
of essential 
workers and 
others in need. 

14 July 
The College 
is generously 
resupplied with 
Mercy masks 
for staff in 
exchange for a 
donation to the 
Mercy Kitchen. 

15 July 
MonteConnect 
relaunches 
Monte Keeps 
Moving.  

22 July 
The College 
celebrates the 
Leadership 
Liturgy via 
Zoom for the 
first time in 
the College’s 
history. 

23 July 
College 
launches online 
community 
engagement 
program: 
Monte@
Home, with fun 
non-teaching 
activities, 
competitions 
and resources 
for families. 

27 July 
Senior Student 
Leadership 
Team launches 
MercyMiles 
4Minds to  
promote an 
active and 
healthy College 
community 
during 
lockdown.

6 August 
NSW Premier 
announces all 
HSC Trial and 
IB DP Mock 
Examinations 
to take place 
online.

16 August 
Daily timetable 
changed to 
allow for a 
bigger break for 
girls to refresh 
and revive 
away from 
their screens. 

18 August 
HSC Trial 
and IB DP 
Mock Online 
Examinations 
successfully 
commence, 
a historical 
moment for 
the College.

20 August 
NSW Premier 
announces 
extension of 
Greater Sydney 
lockdown 
until the end 
of September. 
Online learning 
set to continue 
into Term 4.  

25 August 
People aged 
between 16-
39 years are 
eligible for the 
Pfizer vaccine.

27 August 
NSW Premier 
and Minister 
for Education 
announces 
preliminary 
return of 
students to 
face-to-face 
teaching and 
change of 
commencement 
date for HSC 
examinations.

13 September 
12-15 year olds 
are eligible 
for the Pfizer 
vaccine. 

17 
September 
Term 3 
concludes 
with virtual 
Mercy Day 
celebrations 
taking place 
with a beautiful 
liturgy, Mercy 
Miles walk, 
workshops 
and Mercy 
Day awards 
ceremony. 

1 October 
NSW Government 
announces return 
to face-to-face 
learning dates. 
The College 
announces 
the extension 
of Term 4 to 
Monday 6 
December 
for Years 7-11 
students.

5 October 
Term 4 
commences 
in online 
learning mode.

7 October 
NSW 
Government 
announces 
revised return 
to school dates. 

11 October 
NSW roadmap 
to reopening 
commences 
and restrictions 
begin to ease 
after hitting 
the 70% double 
vaccinaton 
target. 

15 October 
The College 
welcomed 
the Class of 
2027 for their 
virtual Year 7 
Orientation 
Day. 

18 October 
The College 
warmly 
welcomes Year 
11 and Year 12 
students  for 
face-to-face 
learning with 
mask wearing 
made compulsory. 
Further NSW 
restrictions ease 
after hitting 
80% double 
vaccination target.

25 October 
Years 7-10 are warmly 
welcomed back to the 
College, all students 
back, with catchups, 
heartfelt reunions 
and a return to 
face-to-face teaching 
and learning, and 
a gradual return to 
co-curricular 
activities. Project 
Reconnect 
launched, with 
fun activities to 
help students 
transition back 
to face-to-face 
learning. 

26 October 
to 10 
November 
IB DP 
Examinations 
take place.

8 November 
Further 
restrictions ease 
across NSW. 
College staff are 
required to be 
fully vaccinated.

9 November 
to  
1 December 
HSC 
Examinations 
take place. 

1 December 
Returning to 
normalcy, 
the College 
hosted the 
Personal Project 
Exhibition and 
Le Montage  
hosted our Year 
12 Graduation 
Formal. 

3 December 
The College Year 
12 Graduation 
Awards Ceremony 
and Mass takes 
place farewelling 
the Class of 2021.

6 December 
2021 College 
year concluded 
normally, 
ending on 
a high note 
with the 
Senior School 
and Middle 
School Awards 
Ceremony 
and Mass.
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“I thank you for your patience and 
understanding as we forge new 

frontiers in education and garner 
innovative opportunities for exceptional 
teaching and learning for our students.”

 MRS NICOLE CHRISTENSEN 
Letter to parents
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2021 has not just been a year of challenges, but one of opportunity and optimism for 
the future. The Scientia Project is testament to this vision and we were fortunate to 
proceed with the construction of our ambitious Scientia facility with little disruption. 
We are incredibly thankful for the focus of our construction company who have 
worked hard during this time to significantly transform our campus landscape.

Having entered the excavation stage in late 
June, there has been 12 weeks of notable 
progress, including the installation of a crane 
in September. Excavation is now nearing 
completion and we anticipate moving into 
the next phase of development. 
The Scientia Project will deliver 12 
Science, Sports Science and PDHPE 
laboratories; a social innovation 
and enterprise hub to support both 
our growing industry programs 
and the next generation of female 
entrepreneurs; a multipurpose 
gymnasium which includes two 
indoor sports courts, a gymnasium 
and a rooftop court; and urban green 
spaces for learning and recreation, 
improving the openness and accessibility 
across the site’s steep topography.

The innovative design of the Scientia Project 
comes from Hayball – one of Australia’s 
leading design practices who centre their 
work around educational architecture. 

Hayball recognised the significant heritage 
value of the Monte campus: “The new 
project aims to respect and complement the 
heritage buildings by ensuring a sensitive 
building scale, using complementary 

materials and creating strong view lines 
back to the heritage buildings through 
landscape compositions.” The result will be 
that students and staff are able to connect 
with the powerful history and ethos of 
the progressive Mercy order through 
their everyday campus experience.

Close collaboration with the College and 
the construction companies Rider Levett 
Bucknall and Richard Crookes Constructions 
has been beneficial. Managing Director of 
Rider Levett Bucknall NSW, Stephen Mee, 
is both a past parent and current Monte 
Board Member who is looking forward to 
building on the strengths, commitment 
and innovation of his group to redevelop 
the Monte campus. The redevelopment 
seeks to support the College’s vision and 

create dynamic teaching and learning 
spaces, including a social enterprise 
and innovation hub for dedicated 
scientific and social research pursuit.

At the heart of Scientia rests Monte’s 
everlasting encouragement of the 
realisation of the full potential of every 
student and the rigorous pursuit of 
opportunities that champion female 
empowerment. The College was 
delighted when construction company 

Richard Crookes Construction agreed to 
a partnership for an industry program 
within our very own Scientia Project. The 
Scientia Project Student Engagement 
Program commenced in Term 2 and provides 
students with the opportunity to not only 
experience the construction and engineering 

industry in real-life and real-time, but 

also ignite their passion in construction 

and engineering and its many forms. 

Georgina Shanahan (Year 8) believes that 

the student program provides her with an 

introduction and view into the different 

aspects of the construction industry. She 

has also enjoyed putting on the hard hat 

and vest and “going into the building site 

and being able to ask questions about what 

is going on.” Programs like this support 

achieving equal numbers of women and 

men into STEM fields to create a more 

diverse workforce in these areas. 

A SCHOOL OF THE FUTURE

College Principal, Mrs Nicole Christensen, 

says the Scientia Project "promotes a 

lasting legacy of opportunity, benefit 

and female empowerment."

Once complete, the Monte campus will 

deliver a dynamic array of new facilities 

that support future learning and the health 

and wellbeing of students. For further 

information, please visit the Scientia Project 

website: scientiaproject.monte.nsw.edu.au

Scientia 
Project Update

“I am really excited that the building will offer 
a new learning space focussed towards the 
Science Department. I am looking forward 
to when construction is completed and I 
get to use the facility that I have watched 

being built from the ground up.”
GEORGINA SHANAHAN (YEAR 8), 

INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

“The Scientia Project will support our young women 

and staff to flourish amongst the developments, 

changing dynamics and complex real-world issues of 

today and the years ahead.”
MRS NICOLE CHRISTENSEN

Science, Innovation and Sports Centre

Scientia Exterior Render: view from the upper courtyard

Two court-large multi-purpose indoor sports gymnasiums

Scientia Project – Industry Partnership Program
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Scientia Outdoor Gallery
YEAR 11 SCIENTIA OUTDOOR GALLERY BRIGHTENS OUR CAMPUS

The hoarding surrounding the Scientia construction site provided Year 11 
Preliminary and IB DP Visual Arts students with the perfect opportunity to create 
a temporary outdoor gallery for the enjoyment of everyone on campus. 

All HSC and IB DP Year 11 Visual Arts 
students created artworks for the project, 
gaining the invaluable experience of making 
artworks whilst echoing an industry-like 
experience. Extracts from the Trigger 
Design Brief provided students with 
insights to Scientia plans which gave a 
real world context. The Scientia site was 
used as inspiration; spending time on the 
grounds drawing experimentally, employing 
approaches such as sound and shadow 
drawing and continuous line technique.

The history of the College site, the Sisters 
of Mercy and education for young women, 
Aboriginal ways of understanding this land 
(facilitated by Walgan Priscilla), as well as 
the Science, Sport and social enterprise 
features of the Scientia Project, all formed 

part of the brief for the students. The 
planned wildflower garden, as well as the 
existing gardens and trees along the drive 
and Binadarray.ga were also a source of 
inspiration.

While there were some challenges working 
with unfamiliar software, necessary for the 
scale of the printed panels that are each 2.4 
metres high, the lessons in perseverance 
and the creative process have been well 
rewarded. To display their methods, a 
website was created – accessible to students, 
staff and parents via a QR code – where 
students involved documented their 
processes, including their artist statements. 

Ms Kate Watson 
Head of Visual Arts 

STUDENT REFLECTION

“This project enabled a greater 
understanding of Monte's heritage and 
connection to Country. From discussions 
with Walgan Priscilla, I learnt about how 
we are all connected to the land and to 
each other. I enjoyed landscape drawings, 
drawing with a single line whilst changing 
our page orientation. The project brief was 
exciting for us knowing our artworks would 
be on the Scientia hoarding for a long time, 
where the whole College would be able to 
enjoy our works. It was extraordinary to 
see my artwork as I walked around the 
Circular Drive, from a drawing on a piece 
of paper to a large scale digital design. 
Seeing all our different concepts and 
artworks next to each other is amazing.”

Andrea O'Keeffe 
Year 11

STUDENT SHOWCA SE

Senior Leaders
LEADERSHIP LITURGY

The appointment of the College’s 2021/2022 Senior Leaders is a significant event, one that 
forms part of the College’s long history of influential and impassioned female leadership. 

This year on Thursday 22 July via Zoom, 
the College community celebrated the 
Leadership Liturgy marking the passing on of 
the living legacy of leadership, first brought 
to life in the College by the Sisters of Mercy 
in 1875. The liturgy both imparts blessings 
upon the Year 12 leadership team as their 
term ends and bestows light and the living 

legacy to those students in Year 11 whose 
term of leadership now commences. Our 
new College Captain, Luisa Milne, imparted 
her vision of leadership as a woman of 
Mercy, in what was an inspiring speech the 
College community was privileged to receive. 

SPEECH EXCERPT

“As Mercy women, we have never shied 
away from fighting for what we think is 
right. We are called to justice, to serve, to be 
compassionate and follow in the footsteps of 
Catherine McAuley. Though I believe that it 
is only the surface to a Mercy woman. Mercy 
women are fierce, courageous and powerful, 
who unapologetically stand alone in a crowd 
and stand up for what we believe in. Mercy 
women are leaders, driven by the demand 
for justice and desire to seek change. The 
absolute fire found inside a woman of Mercy 
is inherent in each of us, and comes from 
the long tradition of daring, passionate and 
strong women that have come before us. 

We, as a group of young women, share in the 
call to continue the tradition of trailblazing 
women, who lead with our Mercy values at the 

core of our spirit. Each and every one of you, 
with the sole factor alone of being a woman, 
have the ability to inspire change. Without a 
doubt in my mind, I know that every girl has 
the capacity to break what is known as the 
‘female conditioning’. I believe so passionately 
that we, as women of Mercy, have the ability 
to make real change in this world. In my role 
as College Captain, I make the commitment to 
myself and to each of you to act on this call. 

 … 

To all Monte girls – we walk along the same 
path of many Monte women before us, some 
may have been our grandmothers, mothers 
or our sisters. When we leave, no matter 
wherever we are in the world, we will always be 
connected by this place and as Mercy women.”

Luisa Milne 
College Captain 2021/2022

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
2021/2022 SENIOR LEADERS 

COLLEGE CAPTAIN

Luisa Milne 

SENIOR LEADERS

Claudia Biddle 

Grace Dougan 

Chloe Le Blond 

Tasma Patterson 

Sophie Rudd 

Athina Tsakalos 

HOUSE CAPTAINS

Aquinas 
Ciara Casamento and Cameron Dalton 

McQuoin 
Hannah Hill and Nikita Kander 

McAuley 
Anabelle Adamcewicz and  
Cecilia Sullivan 

Xavier 
Georgette Phelps and Natalie Tan 

Rankin 
Georgia Grey and Ruby Quinn 

McGuirk 

Claudia Coffey and Madeleine Griffin 

CO-CURRICULAR CAPTAINS 

Creativity, Activity & Service (CAS)  
Regan Mirabelli 

Debating – Emma Greenup

Drama & Theatre – Kristen Deller

Duke of Edinburgh – Zara Mina

Literary – Amelia Street

Liturgy – Olivia Lee

Mercy Action Group (MAG)   
Zoe Fletcher 

Music – Charlotte Wonhas 

Sports – Chelsea Madden

Technology – Muana Taka

Visual Arts – Louisa Witty

College Leadership Liturgy held via Zoom

Principal's address in College Chapel

To learn more 
about the 
artworks and 
artists, scan the 
code above. 
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STUDENT SHOWCA SE

“Congratulations – this was 
musicianship of a very high order 

Tutti Bravi.”
(ORCHESTRA)

“What a fine young ensemble –  
so much to commend. Thank you 

for these lovely performances.”
(ANGELO SINGERS)

2021 Sydney Eisteddfod
Early in 2021, the Sydney Eisteddfod announced that all Band, Orchestra 
and Choral events would be contested online. We made the decision 
to continue with our entry and started rehearsing in earnest!

The rules of the Eisteddfod were very 
strict – all items had to be recorded in 
one take, only one camera or iPad could 
be used, no extra microphones and 
absolutely no editing. This is challenging for 
professional musicians let alone students!

On Sunday 6 June over 150 singers and 
musicians gave up their day to record 
our pieces to send to the Eisteddfod. 

With the help of Mr Thomas Galletta 
and Ms Kiya Siutz, the videos were 
uploaded to the Eisteddfod’s private 
YouTube channel ready to be judged.

As you can see from the results and 
adjudicators' comments below, the 
girls have competed brilliantly. Every 
ensemble that Monte entered received a 
placing or Highly Commended award.

EISTEDDFOD RESULTS SUMMARY:
• Orchestra – First place

•  Angelo Singers – Second place (Angelo 
Singers were also invited to compete 
in the Choral Championship)

• Wind Ensemble – Third place

• Concert Band – Third place

• Advanced Strings – Third place

• Senior Stage Band – Highly Commended 

• Junior Stage Band – Highly Commended

• Senior Choir – Highly Commended

• The Madeleines – Highly Commended

  Monte Idol 
On Wednesday 16 June, hundreds of girls rushed to the McQuoin Centre to cheer on the 
finalists in this year’s Monte Idol Grand Final. 

Amazing performances were given by Abigail Sinclair (Year 9), Ruby Pope-Mowad (Year 10), 
Jasmine Williams (Year 11), Madeleine Galilee (Year 11), Amy Brayan (Year 12), Lucia Bardetta 
(Year 12) and Lucy Barrie (Year 12). Over 40 girls performed in the heats over a period of  
five weeks. 

Congratulations to Lucy Barrie (Year 12) our 2021 Monte Idol Winner!

Reflecting on Gratitude 
In lockdown, it becomes harder to reach out to your peers and maintain 
your school connections. Expressing and understanding gratitude becomes 
a challenge when you are cooped up at home, longing for all the things that 
are no longer possible instead of celebrating existing opportunities. 

To bring our year group together and reflect 
upon our time at home, members of the 
Year 11 Student Representative Council (SRC) 
worked together to assemble a gratitude 
video containing photos and videos of our 
best moments throughout lockdown. In 
the video, each girl submitted a photo of 
themselves holding up a sign expressing 
their gratitude. With activities limited, we 
came together to appreciate the things 
that were still possible. Many girls shared 
snapshots of the beautiful nature captured 
on their lockdown walks, how their friendship 
groups were staying connected through 
video calls and their pets who were keeping 
them company during Zoom! Experiencing 
one of the longest lockdowns in the world 
was a seemingly bleak time, but we learnt 
that taking the moment to reflect on what 
we were grateful for was still incredibly 
important. As Monte girls, we are privileged 
to have access to technology and beautiful 
natural scenery, as well as teachers who 
persisted and worked tirelessly to make class 
engaging, and most importantly, ourselves 
and our families were safe and protected. The 

video was a fantastic opportunity to come 
together in a virtual setting and reflect upon 
the positives of our lockdown experience. It 
was a collaborative product of our reflections 
and was heart-warming to watch and enjoy!

After spending so much time in online 
learning, we as Year 11 not only reflected 
on what we are grateful for, but also picked 
up new hobbies such as playing the ukulele, 
learning how to crochet or taking some artsy 
photos. We found ways to serve others by 
cooking meals for our families, tutoring 
younger siblings and delivering sweet treats 
to the neighbourhood to brighten the days 
of those around us. As Monte girls we 
adapted to the lockdown lifestyle, learning 
to be resilient and manage situations as 
they arose. Keeping active by participating 
in initiatives such as MercyMiles4Minds as 
well as utilising our refresh and revive period 
to take walks through nature was great for 
our mental and physical health, keeping 
our spirits high throughout lockdown. 

Chloe Le Blond and Kayla Van der Plas  
Year 11 SRC

Images of Eisteddfod recording in ACC

Student photo collage Gratitude nature walk

Lucy Barrie (Year 12)

Student photo Gratitude nature walk
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STUDENT SHOWCA SE

Personal Projects Exhibition
For many years, the Middle Years Programme has culminated in the 
Personal Project (PP). Once again, Year 10 students have risen to the 
challenge, exploring passion projects through research and personal skill 
development before submitting a final product and a 3500-word report.

One of the common themes which we 
were heartened to see in this year’s 
selection of projects was inclusion, equal 
opportunity and recognition of people 
with disabilities. By situating their projects 
within the global context of Fairness and 
Development, these students showed 
compassion, understanding and a 
genuine desire to improve the quality 
of our local and global communities.

Stella Jackson engaged in an academic 
investigation into discrimination to ensure 

there was a sound basis 
to her picture book design. 
Expressive and heart-warming, her book 
The Animals of the Green helps young people 
understand difference and inclusion through 
a beautifully drawn porcupine protagonist.

Heading down a very different (but equally 
topical) path, Ava Keevers chose to explore 
the science of happiness and present her 
findings in a 40-minute film. Ava interviewed 
an extraordinary range of people from 
around Sydney and the world, including 

experts and young people, 
to find out how happiness 
varies depending on actions 
and cultural values. Her final 

product shares advice about 
the importance of gratitude 

and savouring, which I am 
sure all of us would find 

useful in our current climate. 

These are just two examples from a diverse 
array of creative and socially important 
projects we were thrilled to be able to display 
and celebrate in the exhibition. This is the 
final year of the PP in its current format. 
The International Baccalaureate has made 
some changes to the process and focus, 
just in time for our current Year 9 students 
to set sail on their own PP journey.

Ms Jenny Symington  
Director of Middle School, IB MYP Coordinator

BUFTA  
Award Winner
In wonderful Performing Arts news, 
Sarah Larkey (Class of 2021) has won Best 
Achievement in Comedy and the Dean’s 
Choice Award in the 2021 Bond University 
Film and Television Award (BUFTA).

Beginning in 1996, BUFTA is a short film 
competition which attracts and showcases 
aspiring young filmmakers from secondary 
schools across Australia. The BUFTA Awards 
are Australia’s top competition for high school 
filmmakers. Testament to Sarah’s incredible 
talent, she secured both awards at the awards 
ceremony on Saturday 20 November.

The Year 12 student won the prizes for her 
short film Stuck with Myself. The inspiration for 
Sarah’s film came from her time in lockdown 
as it was “starting to drive me a bit crazy, but I 
still wanted to find the fun in being isolated.” 

Sarah said the competition experience was 
great because it was so far reaching. There 
were 155 films submitted by Year 11 and 12 
students from around Australia, so it was 

an honour to be among the 20 students 
nominated: “I was completely shocked to 
win, especially after seeing all the other films 
that were nominated. It was so lovely to have 
a bright spot in all the stress of exams.”

Past BUFTA winners have gone on and done 
some incredible work in the Australian and 
international film industry. Some winners 
have had films selected for the prestigious 
New York Shorts International Film Festival, 
as well as working on major films such as 
Avengers: Endgame (2019), The Bureau of 

Magical Things (2018), Beauty & the Beast (2017), 
Dr Strange (2016), and The Great Gatsby (2013).  

To view Sarah's film visit: vimeo.
com/638527968 and find out more about the 
BUFTA winners at: bond.edu.au/news/69872/
young-local-filmmaker-wins-bufta-2021

As we were going to print, the College was 
advised that Sarah’s individual monologue has 
been nominated for NESA’s OnStage showcase.

Congratulations to Sarah on this 
achievement and well done to all who have 
helped her on her creative journey.

Year 12 HSC Drama Performances:  
A Year of Living Spontaneously
2021 HSC Drama has been like no other. Working online challenged students to 
create, innovate and find ways to virtually collaborate and workshop. Year 12 
organised rehearsals via Zoom, and as assessment performances drew closer, 
they worked on campus with strict adherence to COVID-19 safety protocols.

Due to lockdown, Year 11 Drama students 
were unavailable, and as the NESA 
mandated compulsory audience for 
the Trial Performances, Year 12 Drama 
students decided to invite the College 
Principal and some lucky Monte staff 
members. This was a positive experience 
as the girls were applauded for having 
accomplished so much despite being faced 
with unprecedented interruptions to their 
final rehearsals. The group-devised pieces 
were performed while wearing mandatory 
face-masks and the students should be 
commended for accommodating this NESA 
mandated restriction. The actual HSC Drama 
Performance examination was similarly 
disrupted, and the students again pivoted, 
performing their pieces without an audience 
to a camera. Despite all the last-minute 
adaptations required, the students rose to 

the occasion and managed to complete the 
Independent Projects, Group Performances 
and Written Trial and HSC examinations 
with determination and enthusiasm. 

The College is very proud of the way our 
HSC Drama students navigated the many 
changed working conditions by employing 
innovative thinking and resilience.  

I sincerely thank Mrs Nicole Christensen, 
our College Principal, and Ms Allyson 
Mascarenhas, the Deputy Principal 
Curriculum, for their advice and support 
throughout this period. Thank you also 
to the staff members who attended 
performances and assisted with 
helping us maintain a positive working 
environment for our Drama students.

Ms Anne Sheridan  
Drama Teacher Year 12 drama students
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COMMUNIT Y SPIRIT

Grandparent's Day
On Thursday 10 June, Year 7 students welcomed their grandparents to the College for 
a liturgy and afternoon tea. Grandparents had the opportunity to view some of their 
granddaughter’s work and meet members of the Year 7 pastoral team. Grandparent's 
Day is a special day for Year 7 students and the College is delighted at the number 
of grandparents who attend in support of their granddaughter’s education.

GRANDPARENT’S DAY REFLECTION

Not so long ago, Year 7 held a celebration 
to honour our grandparents and all the 
wonderful things they do for us. It was a day 
dedicated to acknowledging and thanking 
the people in our lives who have done 
so many things for their grandchildren, 
and to commemorate their strength, 
compassion and love for us. Grandparents 
are so important, as they have so many 
experiences and stories to share. They 
help people to understand more about 

who they are and where they come from 
and are extremely important figures in 
most children’s lives. They therefore truly 
deserved the celebrations and events Monte 
held for them on Grandparent’s Day. 

We started the day by welcoming our 
grandparents to Monte, where they then 
took their seats in the McQuoin Centre. 
Many Year 7 students then led a mass that 
outlined and reflected on the significance 
of grandparents and how they positively 
affect their grandchildren. Once the mass 

had concluded, they were treated to a lunch 
provided by Monte and had the opportunity 
to congregate with their grandchildren. We all 
showed them the artworks we had recently 
completed and the biographies on them 
that we did in Term 1. Finally, a showcase of 
our House Plays performances succeeded 
the lunch, where the grandparents were 
able to watch the dance routines we had 
previously performed during House Plays. 

Grandparent’s Day was an extremely fun 
celebration and was thoroughly enjoyed 
by both the Monte students and our 
grandparents. It was a day well deserved 
by our grandparents, who have supported 
and cared for us our entire lives.

Maddison Stewart  
Year 7

STUDENT SHOWCA SE

NACH DEM STURM 

Jetzt ist der Sturm vorbei
Aber mitten im Hurrikan herrscht Ruhe
Ist der Sturm wirklich beendet?
Jetzt ist der Sturm vorbei
Der Regen hat aufgehört
Aber ich sehe immer noch nicht die Sonne
Jetzt ist der Sturm vorbei
Aber mitten im Hurrikan herrscht Ruhe

TRANSLATION

Now the storm is over
But in the middle of the 
hurricane there is calm
Has the storm really ended?
Now the storm is over
The rain has stopped
But I still do not see the sun
Now the storm is over
But in the middle of the 
hurricane there is calm

Lingling Qin 
Year 12

NACH DEM STURM

Nach dem Sturm
Ist alles neu
Ich kann meine Gedanken hören 
Nach dem Sturm
Ich bin allein
Und so ist die Natur
Nach dem Sturm
Ist alles neu

TRANSLATION

After the storm
All is new
I can hear my thoughts
After the storm
I am alone
And so is nature
After the storm
All is new

Natalie Silberberg 
Year 12

NACH DEM STURM

Und wir dachten, es wird immer regnen
Aber jetzt singen die Vögel wieder
Die grauen Wolken ziehen vorbei
Und wir dachten es wird immer regnen
Und jetzt ist alles nass
Die Fische sind weg
Und wir dachten es wird immer regnen
Aber jetzt singen die Vögel wieder

TRANSLATION

And we thought it would always rain
But the birds are singing again
The grey clouds have passed
And we thought it would always rain
Now everything is wet
The fish are gone
And we thought it would always rain
But the birds are singing again

Veronika Young 
Year 12

German Poetry
Year 12 German students took the title After the Storm of the student magazine Ellipses as an inspiration to write 
their very own original poem in German, following a basic pattern where some lines are repeated.

The brain has to look for German phrases 

that match the images that come to mind 

when reflecting on what it feels like “after 

the storm.” Quite an achievement! 

Impressively, two students recently recited 

their work at the Senior School Showcase 

in Term 3 this year. Speaking in a foreign 

language in front of a large audience 

was a big achievement and I think the 
students can be very proud of their work. 

Ms Astrid Patzelt  
Languages Teacher 

Future Problem Solvers 
Olivia Vercoe (Year 12) has been invited to take part in the National Finals of the Future 
Problem Solving Program in the Scenario Writing Division. In this competition, students 
write short stories related to an assigned topic that is set at least 20 years in the future. 

In the qualifying round, Olivia submitted a short story on the topic of Human Environmental 
Impact that involves the use of kelp forests to counter the effects of global warming. 

In mid-October, Olivia submitted another piece for the National Finals. Congratulations to Olivia 
for this wonderful achievement!

1615 |    MON T E S A N T '  A NGELO MERC Y COLLEGE G A ZE T T E SUMMER 2021    |



Project Reconnect
After more than a term of online learning, 
the welcome back to school in Term 
4 was a little different at Monte. 

As the College transitioned back onsite 
with a staggered return of students from 
Monday 18 October, Project Reconnect, 
led by Ms Tash Sanjay, offered a program 
of indoor and outdoor activities to 
provide students the opportunity to get 
back together in a relaxed environment 

away from screens and the classroom. 

Each day, a different year group 
was able to take part in the activity 
of the week which included: 

• TheatreSports Games 

• Drop In and Draw 

•  Active Fun Games – Bullrush 
and Stuck in the Mud 

• Gingerbread House Making 

Special thanks to the P&F Association 
for supporting the College by purchasing 
the gingerbread house kits.

The pool was also open every day for 
laps and pool games were available 
every lunchtime during November.

It was fantastic to see many girls 
getting involved, enjoying themselves 
and reconnecting with their peers.

COMMUNIT Y SPIRIT MERC Y IN AC TION

MercyMiles4Minds
Suggested and explored as part of the Student Leadership Training Day, at the start of Term 
3, the girls considered both their individual and group goals and how these will guide their 
actions and initiatives into the future. This year, the girls focussed on the importance of 
physical and mental health and decided to launch MercyMiles4Minds as their first initiative. 

MercyMiles4Minds was a student-led 
initiative aimed at getting our community 
to care for both their physical and mental 
health during the period of extended 
lockdown. Keeping connected through 
this shared experience of being active, 
the Senior Student Leadership Team did 
a fantastic job of challenging the whole 
community to get active and stay healthy.

The original idea was to run the initiative 
for the anticipated few weeks of lockdown. 
However, with the lockdown extending for all 
of Term 3 and beyond, under the leadership 
of the students, MercyMiles4Minds took on 
a life of its own. At the end of Term 3, the 
College community had walked over 25,000 
miles – incredibly, this equates to more 
than once around the world. Underpinning 
all miles was a Colour House competition 
and updates of progress across House 
groups, as well as total miles completed, 
was shared with the College community.

To keep up motivation, there was a Pastoral 
Challenge one week and Strava Art was 
introduced leading into the term break, 
giving all participants a goal to aim towards. 
The most creative Strava Art designs within 
each Colour House were showcased at the 
start of Term 4 with an online collage. The 
collage was truly a fantastic display of the 
College community coming together for the 
common goal of enhancing physical and 
mental wellbeing. On Mercy Day, students 
and staff were able to select a cause to 
support as they walked their Mercy miles. 
The Walk with Purpose section of the day 
supported Mental Health; Cancer; Refugees; 
the Aminata Maternal Foundation for 
mothers and babies in Sierra Leone; Timor-
Leste (a continuation of Steps4Scholarships); 
Human Trafficking; TAAF (The Aneurysm 
and AVM Foundation); Climate Change; 
and Biamunga, walking with Country.

Mrs Tara Egger 
Head of Identity & CAS

Students with their Gingerbread Houses

Gingerbread house making Drop in and draw Tallying up the MercyMiles4Minds resultsDrop in and draw
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MERC Y IN AC TION

Social Justice Advocacy Online
Term 3 saw the introduction of daily posters from the newly elected Social Justice 
Captains. In lockdown, this was an initiative to keep the College aware of the 
activities our Social Justice groups lead. The leaders considered local and global 
issues and challenged our students to make informed choices in their daily lives.

MAG Mondays looked at issues such as 
the current crisis situation in Afghanistan.

Green Team Tuesdays discussed 
recycling at home during lockdown.

CAS Wellbeing Wednesdays provided 
students with opportunities to widen 
their CAS experiences as well as 
weekly affirmations for self-care.

Biamunga Thinking Thursdays supported 
the ongoing Biamunga meetings that 
continued virtually throughout the term. 

Fair Trade Fridays used this online 
sharing opportunity to swap recipes 
using Fair Trade ingredients. 

Through their posters, the Social Justice 
Captains encouraged students from the 
College to share artworks and photographs. 
These were used to make cards for all Year 
12 students. Inside was an affirmation 
and a note written by a Year 11 Social 
Justice Captain wishing the girls, on 
behalf of the College community, the best 
of luck leading into their examinations 
and their future after Monte.

Mrs Tara Egger 
Head of Identity & CAS

Mercy Day 2021
Mercy Day 2021 was an extraordinary celebration of our community, 
our identity and our continuing call through the enterprise of 
a Mercy education to be women and men of Mercy. 

Whilst Sydney’s ongoing lockdown meant 
Mercy Day was uniquely played out in the 
homes and LGAs of Monte’s students and 
staff, the restrictions proved no match 
for the Mercy spirit that moved, united 
and enthused us all on the final day of 
Term 3. Beginning with the liturgy and 
awards via livestream, followed by Mercy 
Miles walks with intention and interactive 
afternoon workshops, our feast day 
closed with a sharing of insights and a 
heartfelt creative tribute to Year 12. 

Students and staff led the morning liturgy 
via Zoom, punctuated by a suite of stellar 
musical contributions (under the direction 
of Ms Catherine Walmsley) and wise words 
from Monte stalwarts, Sr Lecia Coombe 
RSM and Fr Tom McDonough CP. 

Each aspect of Mercy Day continued to 
illuminate the College engagement with 
and understanding of the 2021 value 
focus, Mercy through Service. A College-
wide collection of donations for the Jesuit 

Refugee Services (JRS) foodbank, along 
with wide-ranging awareness-creating, 

making and baking activities at the service 
of others, engaged many heads, hands, 
hearts and feet over the course of the day.

More than 1000 Mercy Miles were added to 
the tally as students stepped out and walked 
in support of many causes: for solidarity 
with refugees, to stop the trafficking of 
women and girls in the Philippines, for 
the safety of women and their babies in 
Sierra Leone, for minds and mental health, 
for those bearing the burden of cancer 
(by wearing pink), for our Year 12 TAAF 
Ambassador, or walking a mile with a 
heightened awareness of local Country. 

Special thanks to Mrs Tara Egger, Ms 
Catherine Walmsley, the iAssist Team and 
the many senior students and staff who 
notably facilitated aspects of this special day.

Ms Alice Priest  
Head of Faith Formation & Liturgy

‘How to live Mercy;  
the most important lesson 
we will learn in our lives.’

SR LECIA COOMBE RSM,  
2021 MERCY DAY ADDRESS

Mercy Day 2021 Liturgy held by Zoom
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REFLECTIONS FROM AMUNA AND ILLY 

MERC Y IN AC TION

In 2017, the scholarships were awarded to Melania Illi Noi Isabel Bria (Illy) and Elisea dos Reis Sousa Gama de 
Araújo (Amuna). Fast forward to 2021 and both of these outstanding young women are currently completing their 
fourth year studying Medicine at UNTL. Illy and Amuna are two of 100 students in their course, of which there are 

approximately 70 girls – this is an amazing percentage. Earlier this year, they both returned to their hometown 
Maliana to complete their internship at Maliana hospital, serving the local community and thriving with the 
challenge of applying their knowledge and skills in Morphophysiology, Medical Diagnosis and Treatments.

MERCY WOMEN’S UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP

In 2017, Monte initiated the Mercy Women’s University Scholarship. Each year, 
this program acknowledges the academic achievements of one or two high-
achieving female students from Colegio Infante de Sagres Maliana through the 
award of a scholarship to the Universidade Nacional Timor Lorosa’e (UNTL).

This scholarship supports young Timorese 
women to further their education and 
is a symbol of the spirit of friendship 
and solidarity between our Colleges.

The scholarship provides for expenses 
associated with university attendance up 
until the completion of their chosen degree 
to a maximum of five years. The average 
cost of the scholarship is AU$2,800 per 
student, per year and includes the following:

• UNTL tuition fees 

• Rental accommodation allowance in Dili

• Meal allowance

• Textbook and stationery expenses

• Transport daily to UNTL

•  Travel between Maliana and Dili 
during semester breaks (four 
times during the year).

In 2017, the scholarships were awarded 
to Melania Illi Noi Isabel Bria (Illy) and 
Elisea dos Reis Sousa Gama de Araújo 
(Amuna). Both of these outstanding young 
women are studying Medicine at UNTL.

Mr Adrian Johnston 
Leader Community Outreach

Amuna, Sr Carmel McDonough RSM,  
Ms Suzanne Mealing, Mr Adrian Johnston,  
Illy and parents at the award ceremony at Colegio, 
Maliana, 14 December 2017.

  Timor-Leste Update

MELANIA ILLI NOI ISABEL BRIA (ILLY)

Hello! My name is Melania Illi Noi Isabel 
Bria, yeah, I know my name is so long, we 
Timorese actually have a long name, but 
you can call me Illy. I am from Timor–Leste. I 
grew up in Maliana but after that my family 
moved to Cailaco. I love to learn new things, 
it helps me a lot in my process grow.

After entering to the University, I moved 
to Dili. Life in Dili is amazing in the way it 
gives or facilitates you so many positive 
things. For example, there are so many 
libraries and parks that you can visit when 
you don’t feel too comfortable to study at 
home, so many activities that help you to 
improve your skills and your knowledge.

Now I study at the National University of 
Timor-Leste (UNTL) majoring in General 
Medicine at Dili, the capital city of our 
country. Let me introduce you to a bit about 
my University, of its famous name known 
as UNTL, the only one public university that 
exists in our country. To achieve a bachelor 
medical degree, we need complete seven 
years full. The first year is a preparation 

year for us to learn the Spanish language 
due to all of our teachers being from Cuba, 
and the next six years we learn about 
medicine. Now is my fourth year in medical 
school, I have come back to Maliana for 
doing my internship at Maliana hospital. I 
am very happy and excited to be back here 
in Maliana to make assistance to the sick 
people that need our help. I learn so many 
interesting things like for instance giving 
consult to the patients, cross-examining 
the patients, and in addition we also learn 
about the nursing procedures such as 
healing injuries, suturing and infusions.

I am so grateful for getting chosen to receive 
the scholarship from Monte, it’s help me 
a lot, especially to go the university for 
study medicine and come back to Maliana 
to complete my internship. Through this 
scholarship it also encourages me to 
study harder to influence the other people 
that when we work hard on something, 
trust the process and you will find out 
the result never disappoints you.

ELISEA DOS REIS SOUSA 
GAMA DE ARÚJO (AMUNA)

Hello, I’m Elisea but people here call me 
Amuna and I’m from Timor-Leste. I grew 
up in Maliana and lived there most of my 
life. I study in Dili at the National University 
of Timor-Leste, majoring in Medicine.

When I first entered uni, it was a little 
different because I met new people again, 
adapted to a new environment, but all 
of that really helped me to become a 
better version and I’m very grateful.

I am currently in fourth grade medicine, 
and right now I’m doing an internship at the 
hospital in Maliana, in my hometown, and it’s 
a bit easier for me to adapt to the hospital. I 
am very happy to return to Maliana to help 
the people here through the knowledge I 
have learned, but I’m even happier when I 
do my job here because all the health staff 
here are very friendly and it makes me very 
excited to further increase my knowledge, 
and all the patients in hospital are also very 
collaborative when doing treatment here. 

For all this I thank you for getting me a 
scholarship from Monte to go to university 
to study medicine, it really helped me. I really 
hope that through this scholarship I can 
finish my medical studies and can return to 
my hometown to treat all the sick people.

In Timor-Leste,  

only 2.1% of girls  

from rural areas  

go on to some  

form of tertiary 

education.

(TIMOR-LESTE CENSUS, 2015)

Monte staff visiting Timor-Leste in 2017
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SPORTS REPORT

Sport in 2021 has been a unique experience for the Monte sporting community. Although 
some Monte Sports could not go ahead and others took on an alternate format, we 
celebrated some incredible achievements and victories and cherished the sporting 
moments that were shared. Triumphs illustrated across Athletics, Netball, Football, 
Basketball, Cross Country, Hockey, Aerobics and more, are testament to the team spirit 
and dedication of our students and the commitment of our hardworking Sports staff.

ATHLETICS

The College Athletics Carnival was held at E S 
Marks Athletics Field in May. There were an 
incredible 13 Records broken at the carnival.

Champion House Aquinas

Cheering Champions Rankin

12 Years Age Champion   
Isla Devlin (McGuirk)

13 Years Age Champion  
Catherine Mikan (McAuley)

14 Years Age Champion 
Sofia Fedirchuk (McQuoin)

15 Years Age Champion   
Ruby Worrell (McGuirk)

16 Years Age Champion 
Lucy Hill (McAuley)

17 Years+ Age Champion   
Eliza Da Silva (Aquinas)

Invitational Champion 
Eliza Da Silva (Aquinas)

TENNIS

The Annual Tildesley Tennis Tournament 
was interrupted significantly by rain and 
finished in the Indoor Courts at Meriden. 
The Monte Team of 12 singles and seven 
doubles saw the end of an era with the 
last appearance for our NSW CCC Tennis 
Representatives, Grace Bruce (Year 12) 
and Sophie Sidgreaves (Year 12). A swan 
song for two extremely talented players.

NETBALL

In a shortened seven-round season, Monte had 54 Netball teams compete 
in the Northern Suburbs Association Competition. At the premature end of 
the season, Monte was on track for one of our most successful seasons with 
34 teams in the top four in their division, with 22 being in the top two.  

On the Umpiring front, 125 levels were awarded to Monte Umpires 
with two National B Badges and five National C Badges.

FOOTBALL

The six Monte teams in the Northern 
Suburbs Football Association were 
travelling well, but the highlight of the 
Program was the Monte Senior and 
Junior Representative Teams competing 
at the CGSSSA Championships. The 
Seniors were knocked out in a penalty 
shoot-out in the semi-finals, but the 
Junior Team won convincingly to earn 
the right to enter the NSW CCC Knockout 
Championships. However, this was unable 
to go ahead. Notably, Monte also had 
three players in the successful CGSSSA 
Open Representative team which won 
the NSW CCC Open Championship. 

BASKETBALL

The Monte Representative Basketballers 
made their mark at the CGSSSA 
Championships with the Intermediate 
Team being knocked out in the semi-finals 
and the Junior Team going all the way 
to win CGSSSA. However, unfortunately 
they did not get to play in the NSW CCC 
Championship due to restrictions. 

The Independent Girls’ Schools Association 
(IGSA) Competition managed to reach 
a conclusion at the end of Term 2 with 
Monte Basketball Teams Monte 4, Monte 5 
(Junior 1st) and Monte 7 all being crowned 
champions. 

MONTE RUNNERS

After no competition last year, the runners really had their running shoes on this 
season. The Monte Cross Country Team won the CGSSSA Championships and sent 
an impressive 17 runners to the CCC Championships, with eight qualifying for NSW 
All Schools Cross Country Championships. The most impressive age group were the 
Senior Group with four girls finishing in the top 10 of the 17 Years Girls Division. 

TAEKWONDO

There was no competition, but plenty of 
sparring, training and skills development was 
enjoyed by Monte’s Taekwondo participants.

Monte Rep players in CGSSA Team –  
CCC Champions

Monte Junior Rep Football Team –  
CGSSSA Champions

AEROBICS

The Monte 1 Blue and Monte 1 White Teams were the only two groups that were fortunate 
to compete, which took place virtually via video submission. Impressively, both went to 
State and earned a place in Nationals. At Nationals Monte 1 White had a medal winning 
performance placing 3rd overall in their category, while Monte 1 Blue claimed 9th place.

Monte Junior Rep Team with Medals

Grace Bruce & Sophie Sidgreaves flanking other 
team members of the Tildesley Tennis Team

House Captains

Monte 45 Netball Team

HOCKEY

Monte Hockey Teams started their last 
season in SEHA strongly, but unfortunately 
the IGSA Competition in Term 3 could 
not go ahead. However, Monte 4 were 
Runners Up in the SEHA Competition 
which is a great achievement. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

The History of Mercy Day 
Celebrations at the College
Mercy Day has its origin in the 1900s with a celebration held in September/October called 
Boarders' Own Day. On that occasion the boarders dressed in ordinary day clothes, not 
their school uniform, put on entertainments for the Sisters and enjoyed special meals. 
Day pupils did not attend school on that day. This celebration continued until 1964. 

From 1965, the Feast of our Lady of Mercy 
was celebrated with a gift of flowers to 
Reverend Mother (now Congregational 
Leader) and possibly a cheque or appropriate 
token at a school assembly. This was 
followed by a special Mass for the whole 
school at St Mary's Church, North Sydney, 
with general fun activities to follow. With the 
introduction of the School/Higher School 
Certificates, the school population could 
no longer be seated in the College Chapel. 

From 1977 to 1986, the Angelus instead 
records a Picnic Day celebration held at such 
various locations as Balmoral Beach, Clifton 
Gardens, under the Harbour Bridge and 
Lane Cove National Park. In 1987 and 1988 a 
school fete was instead held and celebrated. 
In 1989, the Mercy Mass was organized by 
Year 10 students and marks the transition 
into the current Mercy Day celebrations 
held at the College each year in September. 

Mrs Mary Doughty  
(nee Leonard, Class of 1947)

2021 marks a significant milestone in Monte’s 
history of Mercy Day, as this year, the College 
celebrated the day online for the first time 
in our history. Although Mercy Day has 
experienced transformation over the years, 
it remains a day of celebration, recognition 
and gratitude for Monte’s rich Mercy legacy, 
identity and mission. The day marks the 
high point of each year’s Mercy value focus 
– Mercy, Human Dignity, Justice, Service 
and Option for the Poor – and celebrations 
commence with a Mercy Day Liturgy and 
award giving, followed by students  
attending a diverse range Mercy workshops 
to discover and reflect upon the many paths 
Mercy can take. The day concludes with 
a special farewell of the graduating Year 
12 cohort. The rich history of Mercy Day 
lives on and will continue to be a highlight 
of the Monte year far into the future.

Ms Flynn McDermott 
Director, Development and Community Relations

“This was an absolutely free day – no 
study, no practice, dress as you please. 

The day started with a Mass sung by 
the girls; then recreation breakfast (it 
was usually a silent meal). The food 
of the day was that of a feast day, 

and at night there was the crowning 
event of the fancy-dress ball. For 

this, great preparations were made, 
sets organised with great secrecy, 

dresses of every kind improvised, and 
great was the heart-break when a 

rival or a junior appeared in a dress 
you thought was uniquely yours. 
Boys were not admitted; the girls 

danced together. The Sisters, whether 
teaching at Monte or not, came and 
applauded their efforts – Reverend 

Mother distributed the prizes. It was 
a great event, long anticipated, the 
subject of conversation long after."

The History of Monte Sant' Angelo 
Mercy College, written by Mother M. 

Baptista Rankin RSM in 1975, page 23

“The great event of the day 
was the Fancy Dress Ball. The 
costumes, which were original 

in make and design, were 
the result of much thought 
and labour on the part of 

the wearers. Judging by the 
exclamations of delight and 

surprise which greeted us 
on our arrival in the Hall, 

our labours were evidently 
appreciated. The sedate 
school girls in regulation 

uniform had been transformed 
into picturesque gypsies 

and flower girls, with here 
and there Spanish dancers, 
nurses and shepherdesses.” 

Angelus 1908.  
Our Own Day, page 22

1910 Our Own Day

1954 Our Own Day

1911 Our Own Day

1977 Picnic Day

1977 Picnic Day Reflection
1936
Mother Bernard with Sheila Kearns 
on our Own Day

1910 Our Own Day

1967 Our Own Day
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PARENTS & FRIENDS

From the President
The Parents and Friends Association (P&F) operates thanks to a close-knit group of 
dedicated parents who form the Executive Committee. Together with a team of Parent Year 
Coordinators, Class Parents and other volunteers, they give generously of their time. I wish to 
sincerely thank each one of them for their invaluable support and strong community spirit. 

A key role of the P&F is to focus on 
establishing and building community 
relationships by organising a variety 
of social events. In May and June there 
was an excellent turnout from parents 
and daughters who provided some 
wonderful feedback post events.

EVENTS:
• Year 9 Geographical Dinners

• Year 12 Mother Daughter Luncheon 

•  Year 7 and 8 Father Daughter Pizza 
Night with Trivia and Dancing  

• Year 11 Coffee Connect

• Year 9 and 10 Father Daughter Lawn Bowls

• Year 9 and 10 Mothers Long Lunch

• Year 11 Mums' Weekend Away in Bowral 

Despite the P&F having to cancel some of 
its annual social events due to lockdown, 
we are grateful for the fantastic events that 
took place this year. There will be much 
to look forward to in 2022, with parent 
functions, coffee connects and signature 
College events taking place such as the 

Year 7 Welcome Mass and Dinner, Open 
Day, International Women’s Day Breakfast, 
Rugby Lunch and Masalou Lunch. 

The P&F represent the interests of parents in 
our interactions with the College Executive 
and jointly promote parent forums with key 
speakers. This year, the P&F and College co-
hosted the Consent Information Evenings. 
Parents were invited to attend Sexual 
Consent Education Sessions facilitated by 
Mary Bryant – an expert on sexual assault 
education, loss and grief – which answered 
questions and provided parents with 
information on how to navigate sexual 
consent education, encouraging parents 
to engage in open and honest discussions 
with their daughters. The sessions were 
delivered in year and stage groups and 
supported the significant work Monte does 
within the broader area of child protection. 
We received overwhelming support from 
students, parents and the Alumni community.

Monte has experienced substantial family 
growth over the last six years, placing greater 
demands on the P&F to connect, support 

and represent our parent community. The 
P&F Levy is the key revenue driver and it 
has remained unchanged for 20 years. The 
P&F has been studying ways in which it can 
further support its objectives of compassion, 
community connection and contribution 
to College life. Recently, it donated $30,000 
towards Monte Bursaries, allowing for 
students going through financial hardship 
to complete their Mercy education, as 
well as supporting the College with other 
community based initiatives. The Levy will 
allow for new projects that are at the heart 
of Mercy values to further develop in 2022.

The positions of the P&F Executive Committee 
are open for renewal each year and in 
September 2021 new roles were announced. 
I would like to take this opportunity to 
introduce my successor, Ms Shirley Cheung. 
Shirley is a parent of two Monte students 
and for the past two years has excelled in 
her role as P&F Social Convenor. I wish her 
and the incoming P&F Executive Committee 
continued success in their roles and I give a 
warm thank you to the outgoing members.  

As my presidency term has concluded, 
2021 marks the end of my family’s 13-year-
long journey at Monte, with my youngest 
daughter having now graduated. The Class 
of 2021 has endured unpredictable and 
challenging circumstances. In recognition 
of their tenacity and strength, the P&F 
has gifted this very special group of young 

P&F and Alumni Gift Packs
As a gesture of gratitude for the hard work and dedication of teaching and non-
teaching staff throughout the year, the P&F Association and Alumni Association 
kindly gifted Monte staff with some wonderful giftpacks for all to enjoy. Filled 
with delicious treats, staff were thankful for this token of appreciation and 
they are looking forward to future P&F and Alumni staff celebrations.  

women with a Monte crest engraved 
bracelet. May it be a reminder that a Mercy 
girl can always rise to the challenge!

I wish you all a wonderful 2022 and I 
hope our paths will cross again.

Yours sincerely, 

Ms Samantha Parker  
President Parents & Friends Association

THE 2021/2022  
P&F EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President, Shirley Cheung

Vice-President, Angelique Ristwej

Treasurer, Nicholas O’Brien

Assistant Treasurer, Felicity Martin

Secretary, Antoinette Le Busque

Assistant Secretary, Therese Stanton

Social Convenor, Natasha De Souza

Class Parent Coordinator, Nikki Grech

Executive Committee Members: 

Marita Perry, Francesca Talevi,  

Simon Robinson

Parents wishing to join or contribute to 

the P&F please email:  

pandfpresident@parent.monte.nsw.edu.au 

KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 2022

Wednesday 2 February P&F Executive Meeting

Monday 7 February Year 7 Welcome Mass and Dinner

Friday  11 February Year 12 Father Daughter Dinner Dance

Tuesday 15 February P&F Class Parent Meeting

Wednesday 23 February P&F Coffee Connect | Year 8

Friday 25 February Monte Welcome Afternoon Tea

Saturday 26 February P&F Year 11 Parent & Carer Function

Tuesday 1 March P&F General Meeting and Forum – IB DP/HSC Results

Wednesday 2 March P&F Coffee Connect | Year 7

Saturday 5 March P&F Year 10 Parent & Carer Function

Sunday 6 March College Open Day

Wednesday 9 March International Women's Day Breakfast

Saturday 12 March P&F Year 9 Parent & Carer Function

Wednesday 16 March P&F Coffee Connect | Year 12

Wednesday 23 March P&F Coffee Connect | Year 11

Wednesday 30 March P&F Coffee Connect | Year 10

Friday 1 April P&F Father Daughter Pizza Night

Wednesday 6 April P&F Coffee Connect | Year 9Samantha Parker (2020/21) President, Shirley Cheung (2021/22) President, 
Angelique Ristwej (2021/22) Vice President

Monte Staff receiving their gift packs
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I express my sincere thanks to the Alumni Committee 
who have supported our initiatives this year:

PRINCIPAL  
Nicole Christensen

VICE PRESIDENT  
Vanessa Petersen (Class of 2009)

TREASURER 
Vanessa Lei (Class of 2001)

SECRETARY 
Catherine Hawkins  
(nee Doughty, Class of 1981)

SOCIAL JUSTICE COORDINATOR 
Caitlin Pfafflin (nee Brewer, Class of 1996)

NETBALL 
Sarah Antico (Class of 2012)

ALUMNI COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Sr Anna Koeneman RSM (Class of 1957) 
Kate Anderson (nee Ford, Class of 1992) 
Melissa Ashcroft (nee Macalyk, Class of 2000) 
Catherine Kernot (nee Clear, Class of 1975) 
Nicole O’Donnell (nee Deady, Class of 1990) 
Deirdre Perry (nee Quirk, Class of 1953) 
Anne Reading (Class of 2000) 
Caitlin Richards (Class of 2007) 
Emily Salter (nee Field, Class of 1996) 
Jeannine Thompson (Class of 1981)

MONTE ALUMNI

Message from the President 
At the Year 12 Graduation Ceremony and Mass, we celebrated an exciting 
milestone for our graduating Class of 2021. After 13 years of studying, 
growing and maturing into the wonderful women they are today, we are 
honoured to welcome them into the Monte Alumni community.  

At the graduation ceremony the girls were 
presented with a Monte Alumni sterling 
silver ring. This ring is a reminder to our 
girls that although they have graduated 
from the College, they are life-long Alumni 
members and will always have a place 
within our community. I wish the Class of 
2021 all the best with their future studies 
and career paths – please keep in touch! 

I would like to thank the members of our 
Alumni community who embraced the 
opportunity and nominated an exceptional 
Alumna for the Catherine McAuley Alumna 
Mercy Award. It was humbling to learn of the 

wonderful work and contributions so many 
of our extraordinary Alumni make through 
their personal and professional endeavours. 

During Monte’s Mercy Day celebrations,  
we were honoured to announce  
Nicole de Tullio (Class of 1995) as the 
recipient of the 2021 Catherine McAuley 
Alumna Mercy Award. Nicole’s contributions 
to healthcare over the last 20 years and her 
extraordinary compassion and dedication 
to her staff and patients throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic placed her well to be 
the recipient of this distinguished award. Annette Benaud (Class of 1974)

CATHERINE MCAULEY  
ALUMNA MERCY AWARD

After graduating from Monte, Nicole 
embarked upon a career in nursing, never 
anticipating the journey that this path 
would take. For more than 20 years, she 
has worked within the Heart and Lung 
Clinical Unit of St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney. 
She is now the Stream Manager, the most 
senior nurse on the team. The team, 
comprising hundreds of doctors, nurses, 
and support staff, is dedicated to the 
clinical management and care of patients 
with severe heart and lung disease, who 
travel from all over NSW to receive the life-
saving services provided by the hospital.

Over the last 18 months, Nicole and her 
team have been delivering compassionate 
care while managing the challenges of a 
global pandemic. COVID-19 has placed 
demands on the hospital and its staff that 
none have faced previously. As well as the 
influx of seriously ill patients requiring 
treatment and support, there has been a 
total disruption to hospital operations, as 
staff work to ensure staff and patients are 

protected from COVID-19 transmission. 
Nicole has been a beacon of calm amidst 
a climate of anxiety and stress, providing 
leadership, support and guidance to her 
team, and comfort and hope to her patients.

Monte’s values have been a strong 
influence upon Nicole throughout her life 
and career. She recognises the intrinsic 
worth of every person and focusses 
upon the best qualities of everyone that 
she meets. Nicole brings positivity and 
strength to each challenge every day, 
ensuring the wellbeing of her staff and 
patients. Her service and dedication see 
her advocate for patients and their families, 
including those who are vulnerable and 
marginalised. Despite the long hours, 
Nicole manages to remain a loyal and 
generous friend to many. She is also a 
loving wife, mother to two young daughters, 
benevolent aunt and doting godmother.

Nicole is a true woman of Mercy and a 
wonderful recipient for this award. 

The Catherine McAuley Alumna Mercy Award recognises an exceptional Alumna who has, and 
continues to, contribute greatly through excellence in their chosen field, and who displays outstanding 

moral character by demonstrating Mercy values in their personal and professional endeavours.

We were delighted to see the Monte Alumni community embrace the opportunity to nominate their peers. 
The judging panel had the challenging task of selecting the recipient from so many extraordinary nominees. 

In 2021, we are honored to recognise 
Nicole de Tullio (Class of 1995) as 
the Catherine McAuley Alumna Mercy 
Award recipient.

We were delighted to recently launch 
the eleventh episode of our Monte 
Women Leading the Future video 
series, celebrating the diverse careers 
of extraordinary Alumni who are 
leading the way in their chosen fields.

If you have not viewed it already, we 
invite our Monte community to hear from 
Marketing and Communications Manager, 
Rekelle Bailey (Class of 2001); Senior 
Public Servant, Simone Walker (Class 
of 1989); and Primary School Teacher, 
Monique Wright (Class of 2015), as they 
share their inspirational messages.

Watch  online through Monte’s  
video channel:  
vimeo.com/643789795/151358982d

Monte Women Leading the Future, Episode 11
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Where Are They Now?
After graduating with the Class of 2005, I thought I wanted to become a 
professional musician. I reluctantly missed out on schoolies which clashed with 
my audition at the Conservatorium of Music. After the audition, I realised that 
rehearsing alone for 6 hours per day might be rather lonely, so instead, I chose 
to study a combined degree in Arts and Law at the University of Sydney.

At university, I was fascinated with intellectual 
property law, an area of law which protects 
intangible property rights in creative works 
and inventions. Studying cases in the 
entertainment, art, fashion and technology 
space was much more exciting to me than 
breaches of corporations legislation. After 
university, I passed on a graduate offer in 
insurance litigation and took a leap of faith 
by moving to London to pursue a career in 
intellectual property (IP). My first job was 
working for Disney before I transitioned into 
the IP litigation team of a large firm whilst I 
completed a post graduate diploma in US/UK/
EU Copyright Law at Kings College London.

For the last four-and-a-half years I have 
been fortunate to work as a litigator in the 
IP team at Gilbert + Tobin where I specialise 
in copyright and trademark infringement 
and technology disputes. It is an exciting 
role where I work on cutting edge cases, 
anywhere from representing musicians and 
video game companies to rightsholders 

at start-ups and banks in disputes, where 
often law and technology intersects. I never 
would have thought I would be utilising 
my musical background to understand 
expert musicologist evidence, but it has 
been rewarding to combine my passions. 

I am very grateful to have been recognised as 
a Lawyerly Litigation Rising Star in 2021, an 
award honouring 30 Australian lawyers under 
the age of 40 for their work in high-stakes 
litigation. I cannot believe I am closer in age to 
40 than 17 (when I graduated school), but I am 
thankful for my time at Monte and the values 
it instilled in me which I try to embody in my 
professional life. Those Monte values guide me 
to be a practitioner who is authentic, generous 
and respectful whilst making strategic, 
informed decisions in what is often described 
as a ‘blood sport’. To see so many Monte girls 
in the profession, including on the High Court, 
speaks volumes and I look forward to seeing 
many more trailblazers around Phillip Street.

NATALIE ZWAR  
(Class of 2005)

I came to Monte in Year 5 in 1963. I finished Year 12 in 1970 and was Vice Captain 
that year. My main interests were netball and swimming and I continued playing 
netball with school friends in a district competition. After leaving Monte, 
I studied physiotherapy and after graduating in 1973, I gained a first-year 
placement at the Royal North Shore Hospital where I remained until 1981.

During this period, my work in the Spinal 
Injury Unit led to work with the NSW and 
Australian Wheelchair teams and I was one 
of the first physiotherapists to be employed 
by a First Division Rugby Union Club in 
NSW. It was also at Royal North Shore that 
I was introduced to my career long work 
in the aquatic physiotherapy field. I have 
been very lucky to have great opportunities 
and mentors during my varied career.

I moved to Port Stephens in 1981 and I was 
offered the position of Physiotherapist 
in charge of the Mater Hospital in 
Newcastle. I was tempted away in 1984 
to head up the Physiotherapy Unit at a 
new Occupational Health and Sports 
Medicine Centre in Merewether, Newcastle, 
where of course, I had a pool.

Following a motor vehicle accident in 1986, I 
spent three months in hospital and 18 months 
off work. During my recovery, I moved to 
Brisbane and returned to part-time work in 
1989. I purchased a small practice in Brisbane 

in 1996 and accepted the opportunity to 
move my business to an aquatic centre in 
1999 – one complete with a gym and several 
pools. There I remained for 20 productive 
years until my retirement in May 2019.

Work is never the whole story, so after my 
accident in 1986, I took up masters swimming 
as part of my rehab until 2008 when a friend 
talked me into my first open water swim… the 
start of a new story! I have since competed 
in over 50 swims in Australia and 10 swims 
overseas. Swimming with friends from Alcatraz 
to San Francisco, across Auckland Harbour, 
Loch Ness and around the Statue of Liberty 
in New York were all highlights. I have since 
added swimming holidays to my list and have 
been to Greece in 2018 and 2019 with friends.

I am moving to Buderim on the Sunshine 
Coast at the end of 2021 to a new home and 
more adventures. I plan to keep swimming 
for as long as I can – it is great fun and fitness 
and there is always the coffee after!

MARION SLATTERY   
(nee McLean, Class of 1970)

MONTE ALUMNI

In 1994 I had the fortunate opportunity to be given the role of House Captain for McQuoin. 
McQuoin House is named after Mother Ignatius (Elizabeth) McQuoin RSM, the foundress 
of the Sisters of Mercy North Sydney. Appropriately, the House motto is justice; and by 
the time I graduated in 1994 I developed a passion and commitment for social justice 
that would lead to 25 years of employment and academic endeavours in law and order. 

After graduation, I joined the NSW Police 
Force. In 2000, after six years as a general 
duties police officer and having seen the 
impact of drugs and crime on the Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander community, I 
was drawn to various therapeutic courts. 
I dropped the traditional ‘crime and 
punishment’ model of policing and embraced 
new and innovative criminal jurisdiction 
systems that, at the time, were being 
implemented internationally to reduce 
drug-related crime. I remained committed 
to pursuing a career as a specialised police 
prosecutor where I am required to lead 
an approach to sentencing that places 
heavy weight on the rehabilitation of an 
offender, appearing in therapeutic criminal 
jurisdictions and representing the NSW Police 
Force both nationally and internationally. 

After completing a Master’s Degree in 

Leadership and Management in 2010 and a 
research Masters of Intelligence Analysis in 
2013, I participated in the Doctor of Policing 
& Security program. In 2019 I completed my 
PhD through the Charles Sturt Australian 
Graduate School of Policing and Security. The 
outcome was two doctoral research bodies of 
work; both relate to the implementation and 
operation of successful Drug Court Programs. 

Since the completion of my studies, I have 
remained active in academic life by publishing 
peer reviewed papers on issues relevant 
to the operation of therapeutic courts. 
I continue to work as a police officer in 
education and research. However, I enjoy the 
occasional opportunity to use my in-depth 
knowledge of therapeutic jurisprudence 
more broadly in the Community and 
Justice sector in rural communities.

AMANDA CLARKE   
(nee De Gioia, Class of 1994)

Stay Connected, Informed and Engaged with the College and 
our Alumni Community through our social media platforms.

STAY CONNECTED

alumni.monte.nsw.edu.au               instagram.com/montealumni              facebook.com/MonteAlumni
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MONTE ALUMNI

Career Insights Evening
Earlier this year we were privileged to welcome back 37 extraordinary 
Alumni who generously shared professional and personal insights regarding 
their career journeys with over 420 students, parents and carers. 

Our young Monte women sincerely 
valued the unique opportunity to engage 
with Alumni currently working in roles 
across a diverse range of industries.

The success of this event was made possible 

thanks to the committed support of our 

Alumni community. If you are interested 

in speaking at the 2022 Career Insights 

Evening on Wednesday 1 June, please 

contact alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

Sports Report 
MONTE ALUMNI NETBALL CLUB
After a bright start to the season and eight 
rounds of competition, Northern Suburbs 
Netball was forced to cancel the remainder 
of the Winter Competition in light of the 
Sydney lockdown. With a record-breaking 
11 teams in the competition, Monte Alumni 
Netball was well placed to have a number 
of teams in the final series, including our 
A2 Monte Alumni 1 team who had only 
lost one game after seven rounds against 
the Loreto Seniors Firsts. Places were 
awarded to the top placed teams after 
Round 7, so a big congratulations to Monte 
Alumni 5 who took out the B2 Division. 

A big thank you to the Executive Committee 
of Kelsey Aquilina (Class of 2013), Hayley 
Jepson (Class of 2016) and Natasha Augustus 
(Class of 2019) for all of their hard work this 
season, the club cannot run without you. 

Planning has commenced for the 2022 
season, due to commence in March. I am 
pleased to announce that all four members 
of the Executive Committee have opted 
to remain with the club. Please email the 
club if you would like to play Netball in 
2022 – individuals and groups welcome!  

Email:  
exmontenetball@gmail.com

Facebook:  
facebook.com/exstudentsnetballclub

Ms Sarah Antico (Class of 2012)

MONTE ALUMNI 5 WINNERS B2 DIVISION
Back row: 
Alessandra Alessi (Class of 2013), Cassandra Robins (Class of 2013), Olivia Doyle (Class of 2013),  
Kelsey Aquilina (Class of 2013), Amy Jarjoura (Class of 2012), Lily Partridge (Class of 2013)

Front row: 
Taylor Cole (Class of 2017), Tessa O'Shea (Class of 2013), Eliza Marks (Class of 2013),  
Charlotte McKewen (Class of 2014) Absent: Ellen Masson (Class of 2012) and Emma Gavaghan (Class of 2013)

Congratulations Annie Miller (Class of 2018) who recently signed with Sunshine Coast Lightning in Suncorp Super Netball for 2022. 
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MONTE ALUMNI

Vale
Margaret Barnes  
(Class of 1959)

Joan Benaud  
(nee Taubman, Class of 1942)

Judith Bryant  
(Class of 1947)

Bernadette Cunningham 
(nee Mayne, Class of 1970)

Helen Darke  
(Class of 1981) 

Jolanta Dunin-Karwicka  
(Class of 1964)

Robina Dwyer  
(Class of 1960)

Catherine Ewing  
(nee Jones, Class of 1978)

Margaret Fogarty  
(nee Donnelly, Class of 1955)

Margaret Leahy  
(Class of 1971)

Elizabeth Matthews 
(nee Condon, Class of 1963)

Catherine McConnell 
(Class of 1969)

Wendy McLean  
(Class of 1959) 

Marie Murray  
(nee Bailey, Class of 1948)

Kerri Pinkerton  
(nee Brogan, Class of 1965)

Gabrielle Rowe  
(Class of 1954) 

Sister Shirley Stafford  
(Class of 1952)

Nuala Ward  
(Class of 1992)

RECEIVING THE GAZETTE 
Going forward, if you would prefer to 

receive the Monte Gazette electronically 
rather than a posted hardcopy, please 

register your preference here:  
http://msamc.link/GazetteDigital

Reunions
Reunions that were previously unable 
to proceed due to government 
restrictions this year will be rescheduled. 
Individual year groups will be notified 
of new dates and event details. 

We would love to hear from Alumni of the 
following year groups who are interested 
in organising their reunion for 2022. 

Please contact alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

5 year reunion: Class of 2017

10 year reunion: Class of 2012

20 year reunion: Class of 2002

30 year reunion: Class of 1992

40 year reunion: Class of 1982

60 year reunion: Class of 1962

70 year reunion: Class of 1952

MONTE FOUNDATION

2022 Dates 
for Your Diary 

COLLEGE OPEN DAY 
Sunday 6 March

ALUMNI ANNUAL  
GENERAL MEETING 
Sunday 6 March

BLUE & BLUE LUNCH
Friday 20 May

CAREER INSIGHTS EVENING
Wednesday 1 June
*If you are interested in being a guest 

speaker at this event, or at any other 

time throughout the year, please 

contact alumni@monte.nsw.edu.au

MASALOU LUNCH 
Tuesday 11 October

SUNSHINE COAST REUNION
Date: Saturday 3 December 
Contact: lesamaywilson@gmail.com

For Alumni living on the 

Sunshine Coast

CLASS OF 1972 
50 YEAR REUNION
It is hard for many of us to believe 

it is 50 years since we graduated 

from Monte. We are hoping that 

we can come together to celebrate 

and reminisce. If you are interested, 

please send an email to the address 

below so that we can begin planning.

Contact: Louise Lutze-Mann 
monteclassof1972@gmail.com

ATTENTION 
QUILTING 
ENTHUSIASTS   Masalou Lunch

The Masalou Lunch celebrates the very special milestone of reaching 50 
years or more since graduating from Monte. We warmly welcome our newest 
inductees, the Class of 1971. Although the College was unable to host our 
annual Masalou Lunch again this year due to ongoing restrictions, there was 
still opportunity to acknowledge this special group of Mercy women. 

We are living in unusual times and in 
the years to come we will no doubt look 
back at this period and recognise it for 
the challenges it has brought us. For this 
reason, the College created a video for this 
valued group of Alumni that reflects upon 
great periods of the past; the decades 

when they attended Monte and the times 
that the students of today reflect upon.

Thankfully, the Scientia Project has been 
able to proceed and so we have included 
images in the video of the building progress, 
including a drone flight! The Scientia 
Project will keep the College strong for our 

current and future students, advancing 
our school to face the challenges and 
possibilities ahead, as we have done 
for past generations of students.

Thank you for enriching 
our school with your 
generosity and spirit. 
We hope with all 
our heart that we 
can welcome you 
back to the Mount of 
Holy Angels in 2022.

“Our future grows out of 

the past. We are shaped 

by it and we can never be 

separated from it.” 

 SISTER MAUREEN MCGUIRK RSM AM

  Scientia
INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF OUR GIRLS

Through the Scientia building project, we 
aim to realise in structural design what 
we pursue educationally – to deliver 
innovative and connective programs 
that support the creation of sustainable 
solutions to meet the challenges and 
opportunities presented in the 21st century.

We are creating flexible teaching and 
learning spaces where students can safely 

challenge their opinions and ideas. Scientia 

will provide for visiting academics and 

industry, and support student programs 

that develop social enterprise skills and 

nurture the entrepreneurial spirit.

For more information about this important 

project, please contact Ms Sara Jones, 

Head of Foundation, on 02 9409 6242.

We are looking for members of our 
Alumni community who would be 
interested in being involved with a 
fun upcoming quilting project. All 
quilting skill levels are welcome, 
from absolute novice to highly 
experienced – the more the merrier!

Please record your expression of 
interest here:  
msamc.link/AlumniQuilting  
or call 9409 6246.
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Blue & Blue 
Lunch
The Blue & Blue Lunch was the only 
Foundation event to proceed in 2021!

Thank you to all our guests who joined 
the College at the Ivy Ballroom to 
support the Monte Blue Ribbon Appeal 
and have fun with friends celebrating 
women leading diversity and inclusion.

MONTE FOUNDATION

Donor Recognition
DONORS
Eileen Arndt (Class of 1970)
Matthew Ashton
Gioconda Augimeri (Class of 1956)
Gabrielle Bookallil (Class of 1959)
Pamela Brown (Class of 1956)
Judith Bryant (Deceased) (Class of 1947)
Felicity Burfitt (Class of 1961)
Edith Collingridge (Class of 1954)
Winsome Collingridge (Class of 1950)
Sr Lecia Coombe RSM
Catherine Craft (nee Harrold) (Class of 1973)
Edith de Boer 
Peter & Simone Dixon
Mary Doughty AM (Class of 1947)
Scott Egelton & Michelle Magill
Kathleen Farrell (Class of 1973)
Olivera & David Ferguson
Kevin Finch
Stephen Flannery
Malcolm & Barbara France
Bob & Margaret Frater (Class of 1954)
Mary Gilmour (Class of 1957)
Sandra Grass (Class of 1962)
Nikki & Stephen Grech
Sarah Griffin & Wayne Farmilo
Linda & Jason Habak
Kirsty Hemer (Class of 1991)
Maureen Hessey (nee Jollow) (Class of 1963)
Brett & Brigitte Hildebrandt
Jennifer Hornery & Arturo Maulean
Adam Hunter & Priscilla Chang
Ivan & Rosemary Jolic
Eileen Jones (nee Brennan) (Class of 1964)
Sara Jones
Anton & Carolyn Kapel
Annette Keenan (Class of 1974)
Catherine Kernot (Class of 1975)
Stephen & Rachel Klemenic
Olga Kovac (Class of 1959)
Ailsa & Stephen Ludvik (Class of 1961)
Greg & Tamara Madden
Geraldine Magarey (Class of 1986)
Sr Norma McArdle RSM (Class of 1950)
Suzanne McEvoy (Class of 1963)
Susan & John McKeon
Dolour Meagher (Class of 1956)
Scot & Fiona Menzies
Carmel Milne (Class of 1959)
Justin & Germaine Montgomery
Carmel Mooney (nee McMahon) (Class of 1962)
Tania & Anthony Moran
Michael & Maryrose Morgan (Class of 1977)
Catherine Morrow (Class of 1973)
Vipul and Deepa Nagji
Elizabeth & James O'Connor
Emma & Sean O'Connor
Margaret O'Donnell (Class of 1948)
Helen O'Neil (Class of 1963)
Samantha Parker & Frank Dalbon
Elizabeth Patterson
James & Jenny Pittar
Patricia Placek (Class of 1956)
Katrina Proust (Class of 1969)
Andrew & Melanie Rankin
Sr Joan Raper
Lesley Reilly (Class of 1967)
Marek & Angelique Ristwej

Steven & Megan Rubic
Jane Sachs
Ellie Saffron
Sharon Scott (Class of 1970)
Sr Margaret Shakeshaft RSM (Class of 1952)
Brian & Jacqui Shanahan
Alice Silver
Gai Smith (Class of 1958)
Margaret Smith (Class of 1959)
Christine Staunton & Phillip Christensen
Patricia Stedman (Class of 1963)
Veronica & Christopher Stevens
John & Janene Stitt
Andrew & Caroline Thomas
Paul & Lucy Thompson
Mary-Lou Thorpe (Class of 1971)
Jan Tompsett (Class of 1956)
Florence Tsang (Class of 1977)
Michael & Katie Twoomey
Damian & Lucy Tynan
Craig & Nicole Southon Ueland (Class of 1981)
Ward Family
Steven Wong & Carmen Lau
Jacqui & Joe Zannino
Anonymous (Class of 1951)
Anonymous (Class of 1953)
Anonymous (Class of 1955)
Anonymous (Class of 1957)
Anonymous (Class of 1959)
Anonymous (Class of 1961)
Anonymous (Class of 1961)
Anonymous (Class of 1962)
Anonymous (Class of 1964)
Anonymous (Class of 1965)
Anonymous (Class of 1967)
Anonymous (Class of 1967)
Anonymous (Class of 1968)
Anonymous (Class of 1969)
Anonymous (Class of 1973)
Anonymous (Class of 1976)
Anonymous (Class of 1976)
Anonymous (Class of 1971)
Anonymous (Class of 1976)
Anonymous (Class of 1987)
Anonymous (Year 7 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 7 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 8 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 9 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 10 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 10 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 11 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 12 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 12 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 12 Parent)
Anonymous (Year 12 Parent)
Anonymous (Past Parent)
Anonymous (Past Parent)
Anonymous (Past Parent)
Anonymous (Past Parent)
Anonymous (Past Parent)

CORPORATE DONORS
Fugen Constructions
Richard Crookes Construction
Rider Levett Bucknall

BEQUEST IN LIEU
Iris L’Estrange

MONTE BURSARY 2021 BLUE 
RIBBON APPEAL THANK YOU
Through collective giving, our community  
has raised $137,456 for this important cause.
This year, our Blue Ribbon Appeal focussed on Monte’s Bursary Program and 
providing support to students and families affected by the global pandemic.

It has been another difficult year with 
the pandemic encroaching further into 
our lives, where the situation has had a 
psychological, emotional, and physical 
impact on us all.  Despite this, collectively, 
we were able to create positive opportunity 
for students and families at Monte 
who are most significantly affected.

The Monte Foundation is most grateful to 
those who have supported the Bursary 
Program and made a difference. Parents 
and carers (both current and past), Monte 
Alumni, staff and friends have assisted the 

College by enabling students to continue 
their Mercy education, providing security 
and comfort at a much-needed time.

We are also thankful to our Monte students 
who supported the Bursary Program on 
Blue Ribbon Day, parting with their treasure 
and contributing over $1,800 to the cause. 
Our Senior and Middle School Leaders 
volunteered their time by staffing Blue 
Ribbon pin stations and encouraging their 
friends to donate. The College was blessed 
to have the assistance of our wider staff 
community who supported Blue Ribbon 

Day through their talent and expertise.

The contributions of our community and 
the College reflects our philanthropy. 
Philanthropy is about three Ts: time, 
talent, and treasure. At Monte, we 
address community needs this way. We 
also follow the Mercy values of Service 
and Human Dignity during uncertain 
times which guides us to identify 
community hardship and ensure that 
our responses enhance wellbeing. 

On behalf of the College, our bursary 
recipients and their families, thank you.

Ms Sara Jones 
Head of Foundation
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